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LIST OF DELEGATES BY CONFERENCES “ELECTED 
TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1864, 


BALTIMORE. 
JOHN LANAHAN, 
Nicuowas J. B. Morean, 
Evisua P, PHELPS. 


Reserves. 
THoMAs SEWALL, 
Wiii1aM B. Epwarps, 
LirtLeton F. Morean. 


BLACK RIVER. 
JoHn W. ARMSTRONG, 
Isaac S, Brnenam, 
E11 C. Bruce, ' 
JAMES ERWIN, 
LarayertTe D, Waits, 
GARDNER BAKER, 
JouN B. Foore. 


Reserves. 
Isaac L, Hunt, — _ 
BENJAMIN 8. WRIGHT. 


CALIFORNIA. 
JEssz T. PECK, 
Henry C. BENSON, 
Isaac OWEN. 


Reserves. © 
ELEAZER THOMAS, 
JOHN DANIEL. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 
RicHaRD HANEY, 


Wiii1amM H, HUNTER, — 


OLIVER 8S. MUNSELL, 
ANDREW Magen. 


“Reserves. 
HENRY SUMMERS, 
JOHN CHANDLER. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


WituiaM L. Harris, 
THomas H. Wixson, 

LEonaRD B. GURLEY, 
ALEXANDER NELSON. 


Reserves. 


WEsLeEy J. WELLS, 
ELNATHAN C, GAVITT. 


CINCINNATI. 
Wir11aM Nast, 
Wii11am Young, 
Lorenzo D. M’Casnz, 
Moszs Smiru, 
GRANVILLE Moopy, 
MicHiLt Dustin. 


Reserves. 
Wiii1aM H. LAwDER, 
JoHn W. FowB ez, 
Joun A. KLEIN. © 


DETROIT. 
THomas ©. GARDNER, 
Sera REEp, 

Jamus S. SMART, . 





Wii E. Biertow, 
Evian -H. PrncHer. 


Reserves. 
THomAs J. JOSLIN, 
GEORGE SMITH, 


EAST BALTIMORE. 
James M’K. Rerery, 
THomaAs M. REESE, 
Wiu1aM Harpen, 
CHARLES B. TrePErtt, 
BENJAMIN B, HaMiin, 
Jacos §. M’Murray, 
Gxo. D. CHENOWETH, 


Reserves. 
THompson MITCHELL, 


| JOHN A, GERE. 


EAST GENESEE. 
KaAsmir P. JERVIS, 
JoHN M. REIn, 
FREEBORN G. HIBBARD, |. 
SYLVESTER L. Conepon, 
Aveustus C. Groren, 
Witi1aM H, Goopwin. - 


Reserves. 
JoHn DENNIS, 
WILLIAM HosMER. 


EAST MAINE. 
L. D. WARDWELL,- 
ALBERT CHURCH, 


| GzoreE D. StRovt.. 


229401 


‘w 
_Reserves. 


Seta H. BEALE, 
BENJAMIN B. BYRNE. 


ERIE. 
CALVIN KINGSLEY, 
RicHARD A.CARUTHERS, 
James W. Lows, 
Mosxs H11, 
RussELL H. HURLBURT, 
Wi11am F. Wireon, 
Nigam Norton. 


Reserves. 
JosEPH LESLIE, 
GxorGE W. CLARKE, 
Epwin J. L. BAKER. 


GENESEE. 
Aubert D. Wixzor, 
Tuomas CARLTON, 
Joun B. WENTWORTH, — 
JAMES M. FULLER. 


_ Reserves. 
EK, E. CHAMBERS, 
ScHuyLER SEAGER. . 


ILLINOIS. 
Henry F. KoENERE, 
RosertT E. GuTHRIE, 
Wm. H. H. Moore, 
Asa 8. M’Coy, 

Isaac C. KIMBER, 
James P, Dowirr. © 


_ Reserves. 
Samson SHINN, 
Levi C. PrTnEr, 
Wuruu1aM E, JoHNsSoN. 


INDIANA. 
Gzorar W. WALEER, 
James Hint, 

James H. NosrE, 
Wui14aM M’K, Hester. 


Reserves. 
DaniEL M'INTYRE, 
Cyrus Nort. 


IOWA. 
CHARLES ELLIOTT, 
Tuomas E. CoRKHILL, 
Wuiam F. Cow es. 


Reserves. 
Epmunp H. WARING, 
Joon H. PowER. 


KANSAS. 
Hvuex D. Fisner, 
JOSEPH DENISON. 


Reserves. 
LoRENzo D. PRICE, 
GroRGE-W. Pappock. 


KENTUCKY. 
LEMUEL M. REEVES, 
Isaac F, HARRISON. 


_ Reserve. 
Wurm A. Dotson. 


MAINE. 
Cares F, ALLEN, 
GEORGE WEBBER, 
JosEPH CoLBy, 
Henry M. Buaxke. 


Reserves. 
AsaHEL Moore, 
CHARLES MUNGER. 


MICHIGAN. 
Tuomas H. Smnex, 
HENRY PENFIELD, 
Francis B. Banes, 
Horace HAL. 


Reserves. _ 
Hmam Law, 
IsRAEL CogsHALL. 


List of Delegates by Conferences Elected 


MINNESOTA. 
Brengamin F. Crary, 
Dante. Coss, 
Henry Rots, 

JABEZ BROOKS. 


Reserves. 
James F, CHAFFEE, 
Cyrus Brooks. 


MISSOURI AND AR- 
KANS 


SaMUEL HUFFMAN, 
NatTHAN SHUMATE. 


Reserve. 
JosEPH H. HopxKrns. 


NEBRASKA. 


‘|Henry T. Davis, 


Jason G. MILLER. 


Reserves. 
Hiram BvRcH, 
MARTIN PRITCHARD. 


NEWARK. 
Isaac W. WILEY, 
NicHOLAS VANSANT, 
ALEXANDER L, Brice, 
JONATHAN T. CRANE, 
Sracry, W. Himirarp. 


Reserves. 
Croox S. VANCLEVE, 
Joun S. PortTER. 


NEW ENCLAND. 
JAMES PORTER, 
Davip SHERMAN, 
Jonn H. Twomsty, 
JosEPH CUMMINGS, 
Miner RaymMonp, 
Rautpx W. ALLEN. 


Reserves. - 


Lorenzo R. THAYER. 
GmsERt HAVEN. 


to the General Conference of 1864. i) 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
JAMES PIKE, 
-Evisha ADAMS, © 
JAMES THURSTON, 
ALBERT ©. MANSON. 


Reserves. 
_ Ontanno H. Jasrer, 
Doupuey P. Leavirt. 


NEW JERSEY. 
SamMvuEL Y. Mongoe, 
Cas. H. Wuirecar, 
Witi1am E. Perry, 
ABRAHAM K, STREET. 


Reserves. 


Epwarp H. Sroxss, 
JEFFERSON LEWIS. 


NEW YORK. 
Ranvouiew 8. Foster, 
Davis W. CLARK, 

M. D’C. CRawFoxp, 
Pavx R. Brown, 
Wurm H. Ferris, 
Lucius H. Krxe, 
JosEPH B. WAKELEY, 
Joun W. LINpSAY. 


Reserves. 
ARCHIBALD ©. Foss, 
Cuaries K. TRUE, 
Henry J. Fox. 


NEW YORK EAST. 
DanieEL CURRY, 
JoHN MILEY, 
Epwin E. GRISwoLpD, 
RoBeRtT M. HATFIELD, 
Gxo. W. Wooprovrr, 
BENJAMIN PILSBURY, 


‘Reserves. 
Wurm C. Hort, 
SsyMOUR LANDON. 


NORTH INDIANA. 
REUBEN D. RoBINson, 
Wiii1aM H. Goope,. . 
ORANGE V. LEMON, 
JOHN VY. R. MILLER. 


Reserves. ° 
Mitton Manin, 
SamMuEL N. CAMPBELL, 


NORTH OHIO. 
EDWARD THOMSON, 
JACOB ROTHWEILER, 
ApAM POE, 

G. W. BRECKENRIDGE, 
HENRY WHITEMAN. 


Reserves. 


| WautraM C, PErrcez, 


EpWagrpD R. JEWETT. 


N. W. INDIANA. 
Aaron Woon, 
GEoRGE M. Bown, 
Jacos M. STALLARD, 
Jonn L. SMITH 


Reserves. 


| Anuew A. GEE, 


JAMES JOHNSON. 


N. W. WISCONSIN. 
Cuauncey Hopanrt, 
THomas C. GOLDEN. 


Reserves. 
WILLIAM HAMILTON, 
WrttiaM M. OsBORNE. 


OHIO. 
Barziwuat N. SPABR, 
JosePH M. TRIMBLE, 
Joun W. WHITE, 

A. M. ALEXANDER, 
FREDERICK MERRICK. 





Reserves. 
SoLomon Howagb, © — 
Levi CunNINGHAM, | 


ONEIDA. 
ALBERT 8, GRAVES, 
Wii11am H. On, © 
JoHN T. WRIGHT, 
DanreL W. BRISTOL, 
Epwarp G. ANDREWS, 


Danrei A, WHEDON, 


Reserves. . 
Witi1aM N. ‘Coss, 
Luxe ©. QUEAL. 


OREGON. 
James H. WILBUR, 


Tuomas H. PEARNE. 


Reserves. 


) Catvin §. KINGSLEY, 
| JoHN FLINn. | 


PHILADELPHIA. 


| JosePH CasTLE, 
| James CUNNINGHAM, 


Jonx P. Duns, 
Davi W. BARTINE, 
ApAaM WALLACE, 
GEORGE BARTON, 
JoszePH Mason, 
Wri11aM M’Comss. 


Reserves. 
GoLpsmiTH D. CARROW, 
Witrmam L. Gray. 


PITTSBURGH. _ 


Samort H. NEsBIT, 
Isaac N. Bare, 
Davip L. DEMPSEY, 
IsRAEL C, PERSHING, 
Caries A. HOLMES, 
JamMEs HENDERSON, 


‘Wiiiram A, DAVIDSON. 


6 List of Delegates by Conferences Elected, ete. 


Reserves, 
HrRaM MILuErR, 
Smron P. Woo tr. 


PROVIDENCE. 
DANIEL ‘WISE, 
SamMuEL C. Brown, 
Wi111aM H. Ricwarps, 
Daviw PatrTEen. 


Reserves. 
GEORGE W. BREWSTER, 
Gro. M. CARPENTER. 


ROCK RIVER. 
Luxe Hircucocx, 
Tuomas M. Evpy, 
Gro. L. Mu.¥FineEr, 
JOHN DEMPSTER, 
WitiraMm F. Stewart, 
SAMUEL A. W. JEWETrT. 


Reserves. 
FREDERICK SCHULER, 
Witiiam T. Hartow, 
CHARLES C. Brst. 


S. E. INDIANA. 
WiLtiaMson TERRILL, 
Gites C. SmirH, 
Tuomas H. Lyncu, 
Joun H. Barra. 


Reserves. 
THomas’ BowMAn, 
-Francis. A. HEsTER. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS, 


PHILIP Kunt, 
Netson E. Conieten, 
ALFRED B. Nispet, 
JAMES B, CorRINGTON. 





- Reserves. 


WILuiIaAM CLIFFE, 
JotHamM A. SCARRITT. 


TROY. 
WILLIAM GRIFFIN, 
OREN GREGG, 
Bostwick HAWLEY, 
STEPHEN D. Brown, 
JosEPH E. Kine, 


+| DESEVIGNIA STARKS. 


Reserves. 
CueEsTER F, Burpicx, 
ELIsHa WATSON. 


UPPER IOWA. 
RicuHarD W. KEELER, 
H. W. Hoveuron, 
HENRY FIEGENBAUM, 
GEORGE CLIFFORD, 
Aupua J. KYNETT, 


Reserves. 


Joun C. AYRES, 


SAMUEL PANCOAST. 


VERMONT. 


Putnam P. Ray, 

ANDES T. BULLARD, 
M’KENDREE PETTy, 
Davip B. M’KeEnziz. 


Reserves. 


Witiram D. Matcom, 
Zinan H. Brown. 


WESTERN IOWA. 


SANFORD HAINES, 
Davip N. SmirTH. 


Reserves. 
BENNETT MITCHELL, 
Ricwarp 8. Roprnson. 


WESTERN VIRCINIA. 


Joun W. REGER, 
JAMES DRUMMOND, 
James L, CLARK. 


Reserves. 


ALEXANDER MARTIN, 
THomas H. MonRor. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 
MatTrHEew BENNETT, 
JAMES LAWSON. 


Reserves. 
ALFRED H. WALTER, 
JosEPH C. ASPINWALL, 


WISCONSIN. 
HENRY BANNISTER, 
SamuEL C. THoMAS, 
CaLEB D. PILLSBURY, 
Marraias HIMEBAUGH. 


Reserves. 


JosEPH H. JENNE, 
Wesson G. MILLER. 


WYOMING. 
GEORGE PEcK, 
REUBEN NELSON, 
Horatio R. CLarx, 
Henry BROWNSCOMBE. 


Reserves. 
Kine ELweELt, 
ZECHARIAH PADDOCK. 


. ALPHABETICAL LIST OF DELEGATES. — 


A. : 
1 Apams, EtisHa, New Hampshire. 
2 ALEXANDER, AUGUSTINE M., Ohio. 
3 ALLEN, CHARLES F., Maine. 
4 ALLEN, RALPH W., New England. 
5 AnbDREWS, EpwarpG., Oneida. 
6 ARMSTRONG, JoHN W., Black River. 


B. 
4 Barrp, Isaac N., Pittsburgh. 
8 Baker, GARDNER, Black River. 
9 Banas, Francis B., Michigan. 
10 Bannister, Henry, Wisconsin. 


11 Barts, Joun H., Southeastern In- 


diana. 
12 Barring, Davip W., Philadelphia. 
13 Barron, GrorG#, Philadelphia. 


14 Bennett, MartHEw, West Wisconsin. 


15 Benson, Henry ©., California. 

16 BigELow, WituiaM E., Detroit. 

17 Bineuam, Isaac §., Black River. 

18 Buake, Henry M., Maine. 

19 
diana. 


20 BRECKENRIDGE, GEORGE W., North 


Ohio. ' 
21 Brick, ALEXANDER L., Newark. 
22 BristoL, DanreL W., Oneida. 
23 Brooks, JABEZ, Minnesota. 
24 Brown, Paut R., New York. 
25 BRrowN, SAMUEL C., Providence. 
26 Brown, SterHEN D., Troy. 
27 BrowNscoMBE, Henry, Wyoming. 
28. Bruce, Ext C., Black River. 
29 BuLLARD, ANDES T., Vermont. 


Cc. 
30 CaRLTon, THOMAS, Genesee. 
31 Caruruers, Ricuarn A., Erie. 
32 Castes, JoserH, Philadelphia. 


Boyp, GzorcE M., Northwest In- 


33 CHENOWETH, GEORGE D., East Balti- 
more. 

CuurcH, ALBERT, Hast Maine. 

35 CLARK, Davis W., New York. 

36 CLarK, Horatio R., Wyoming. 

37 CLARK, James L., Western Virginia. 

CuirrorD, GEORGE, Upper Iowa. 

39 Coss, Danrex, Minnesota. 

CosieigH, Netson E., Southern Ili- 
nois. 

Cosy, JosEPH, Maine. 

42 Conapon, SYLVESTER L., E. Geneseo. 

CorKHILL, THoMaS E., Iowa. 

CoRRINGTON, JAMES B., Southern Il- 
linois. 

45 CowLEs, WILLIAM F., Iowa. 

CRANE, JONATHAN T., Newark. 

47 CRARY, BENJAMIN F., Minnesota. 

CRAWFORD, Morris D'C., New York. 

Cummines, JoserH, New England. 

50 CUNNINGHAM, JAMES, Philadelphia. 

51 Curry, DanreL, New York Hast. 


D. 
52 Davipson, Winu1aM A., Pittsburgh. 
53 Davis, Henry T., Nebraska. 
Dempsey, Davin L., Pittsburgh. 
55 DEMPSTER, JOHN, Rock River. 
56 DENISON, JOSEPH, Kansas. 
57 Dronrr, James P., Illinois. 
58 DRUMMOND, JAMES, Western Virginia. 
59 DurBIN, JOHN P., Philadelphia. + — 
60 Dustin, Nine Cincinnati. 


E. 
61 Eppy, THomas M., Rock River. 
62 ELuioTt, CHARLES, Iowa. 
63 Erwin, Jamus, Black River. 


FE. 
64 Ferris, WmiiaM H., New York. 
65 FIzGENBAUM, Henry, Upper Iowa. 
66 FisHer, Huex D., Kansas. 
67 Foorr, JouNn B., Black River. ; 
68 Foster, RANDOLPH S., ‘New York. 
69 FuLLER, JAMES M., pete 


G&G. 

70 GarpneR, THomas C., Detroit. 

71 GroraE, Augustus C., East Ten- 
nessee. 

72 GoLpEN, THomas C., Northwest Wis- 
consin. 

73 Goopr, Wini1AM H., North Indiana. 

14 Goopwin, Wm. H., East Genesee. 

15 Graves, ALBERT §., Oneida. 

76 Greag, Oren, Troy. 

TT GRIFFIN, WILLIAM, Troy. 

18 GRISWOLD, Epwin E., New York 
East. 

79 Gurizy, Leonarp B., Central Ohio. 

80 GutuRiz, Rozert E., Ilinois. 


H. 

81 Haines, Sanrorp, Western Iowa. 

82 Hau, Horace, Michigan. 

83 Hamiin, BeyyaMin B., East Balti- 
more. 

84 Hanxy, RicHarp, Central Mlinois. 

85 Harpin, WILLIAM, East Baltimore. 

86 Harris, WILLIAM L., Central Ohio. 

87 Harrison, Isaac F., Kentucky. 

88 HaTrIELD, Robert M., New York 
East. 3 

89 HAWLEY, Bostwick, Troy. 

90 HENDERSON, JAMES, Pittsburgh. 

91 Hester, WILLIAM M’K., Indiana. 

92 Hipparp, FREEBORN G., East Gen- 
esee. 

93 Hitt, Jamus, Indiana. 

94 Hint, Moss, Erie. 

95 Hiwttarp, Stacey W., Newark. 

96 HoxeBauaH, Marruras, Wisconsin. 

97 Hircucock, Luxe, Rock River. 

98 Hoxzart, Cuauncey, Northwest Wis- 
consin. 7 

99 Hotes; Cuarres A., Pittsburgh. 

100 Houeston, Horatio W., Upper 
Towa. * ey 


Alphabetical List of Delegates. 


101 HurrmMan, SAMUEL, Missouri and 
Arkansas. 

102 Hunter, WILLA H., Central Illinois, 

103 Hurizurt, RussELu H., Erie. 


J. 
104 Jervis, Kasra P., East Genesee. 


105 Jewett, SAMUEL-A. W., Rock River. 


K, 
106 KEELER, RicHaRD W., Upper Iowa. 
107 Kiser, Isaac C., Mlinois. 
108 Kine, JoserH E., Troy. 
109 Kine, Lucius H., New York. 
110 Kinasiry, Cavin, Erie. 
111 Korenreke, Henry F., Ilinois. 
112 KuuL, Purp, Southern Illinois, 
113 Kywxrt, AupHA J., Upper Iowa. 


LL. 

114 LANAHAN, JOHN, Baltimore. 
115 Lawson, JamEs, West Wisconsin. 
116 Lemon, ORANGE V., North Indiana. 
117 Linpsay, Jonn W., New York. 
118 Lows, James W., Erie. 
119 Lyncu, THomas H., Southeastern 

Indiana. 


Pa. 
120 M’CaznE, Lorenzo D., Cincinnati. 
121 M’Comps, WILLIAM, Philadelphia. 
122 M’Coy, Asauet §., Illinois. 


123 M’Kenziz, Davip, Vermont. : 
124 M’MourRay, JacoB 8., East Balti. 
more. 


125 MaGrs, ANDREW, Central Illinois. 
126 Manson, ALBERT C., New Hamp- 
shire. 


| 127 Mason, JosErH, Philadelphia. 


128 MERRICK, FREDERICK, Ohio. 

129 Mitxy, Joun, New York East. 

130 MILLER, Jason G., Nebraska. 

131 MILLER, Joun V. R., North Indiana. 
132 Monrox, Samuxn Y., New Jersey. 
133 Moopy, GRANVILLE, Cincinnati. 

134 Moorz, WituiaM H. H., Illinois. 
135 Morean, Nicuo.as J. B., Baltimore. 
136 MULFINGER, GEorRGE L., Rock River. 
137 MUNSELL, OLIVER S., Central Tinois. 


Mens ° N. 

138 Nast, Wiuu1AM, Cincinnati. 

139 NELSON, ALEXANDER, Central Ohio. 
140 Netson, REUBEN, Wyoming. 

141 Nessit, Samue. H., Pittsburgh. 
142 Nispez, ALFRED B., Southern Illinois. 
143 Nosie, JaMEs H., Indiana. 

144 Norton, Niram, Erie. 


o. 
145 Oxy, Wittram H., Oneida. 
146 Owen, Isaac, California. 


P. 


147 Patten, Davin, Providence. 

148 Pearns, THomas H., Oregon. 

149 Peck, GEORGE, Wyoming. 

150 Peck, JESSE T., California. 

151 PENFIELD, HENRY, Michigan. 

152 Perry, Witir1aM E., New Jersey. 

153 Prrsuine, Israet C., Pittsburgh. 

154 Perry, M’KENDREE, Vermont. 

155 Puewrs, Evisua P., Baltimore. 

156 Pike, James, New Hampshire. 

157 Procuer, Exisan H., Detroit. 

158 PILsBURY, BENTAMIN, New York 
. East. 

159 PILLSBURY, CALEB D., Wisconsin. 

160 Por, ADAM, North Ohio. 

161 Porter, James, New England. 


162 Ray, Putnam P., Vermont. 

163 RayMonp, Miner, New England. 

164 Rexp, SetH, Detroit. 

165 ReEsE, THomas M., Hast Baltimore. 

166 Reeves, Lemvet M., Kentucky. 

167 REGER, Joun W., Western Virginia. 

168 Re, JoHN M., East Genesee. 

169 REILEY, oe M’K., East Balti- 
more. 

170 RicHarps, Witt1AM H., Providence. 

171 Rosrnson, Reuben D., North In- 

“diana. 

172 Rots, HENRY; Minnesota. 

173°ROTHWEILER, Jacos, North Ohio. 


Alphabetical List of Delegates. 9 


s. 

174 SHERMAN, Davip, New Hagiand. ” 

175 SHUMATE, NarHAN, Missouri and 
Arkansas. 

176, Sinex, THomas H., Michigan. 

177 Smart, Jamas §., Detroit. 

178 Smite, Davin N., Western Iowa. 

179 Smits, Gites C., Southeastern In- 
diana. 

180 SmitH, Joun L., Northwestern In- 
diana. 

181 SmirxH, Mosss, Cincinnati. 

182 SpawR, BARZILLAL N., Ohio. 

183 StaLuaRD, JacoB M., Northwest 
Indiana. 

184 StarKs, DESEVIGNIA, Troy. 

185 Srewart, WILLIAM F., Rock River. 

186 SrREET, ABRAHAM K., New Jersey. 

187 Srrout, GrorGE D., East Maine. 


T. 


188 TERRILL, WILLIAMSON, Southeastern 
Indiana. 

189 THoMAS, SAMUEL C., Wisconsin. 

190 Tuomson, Epwarp, North Ohio. 

191 THurRsTON, James, New Hampshire. 

192 Tippett, CuaRLEs B., East Balti- 
more. 

193 TRIMBLE, JOSEPH M., Ohio. 


194 TwomsLy, Joun H., New England. 


Vv. 
195 Vansant, NicHoias, Newark. 


Ww. 


196 WAKELEY, JosePH B., New York. 
197 WALKER, GEORGE W., Indiana. 

198 WaLLace, ADAM, Philadelphia. 

199 WARDWELL, LoRENzO D., East Maine. 
200 WeBxBER, GEORGE, Maine. 

201 WENTWORTH, JOHN B., Genesee. 
202 Wuepon, DanteL A., Oneida. — 
203 WHITE, LAFAYETTE D., Black River. 
204 Wuits, JouN W., Ohio. 

205 WuitEcar,CHARies H., New Jersey. 
206 WuHITEMAN, HENRY, North Ohio. 
207 Witpor, ALBERT D., Genesee. 


10 . Alphabetical List of Reserve Delegates.~ 


208 Witpur, James, H., Oregon. 214 Wooprurr,Gr0.W., New York East. 
209 WILRY, Isaac W., Newark. 215 WricHT, JOHN T., Oneida. _ 

210 Witson, THOMAS H., Central Ohio. 

211 Wriison, Win1aM F., Erie. 

212 Wisk, DANIEL, Providence. ¥. 

213 Woop, AaRon, Northwest Indiana. | 216 Youne, WitL1aM, Cincinnati. 


. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF RESERVE DELEGATES. 


—_— Ho 

A. E. 

1 AsPINWALL, JosePH C., West Wis-|27 Epwarps, WILLIAM B., Baltimore. 
~ consin. 28 ELWELL, Kine, Wyoming. 
2 Ayres, Joun C., Upper Iowa. 
: F. 

B. 29 FLINN, JOHN, Oregon. 
3 Baxer, Epwin J. L., Erie. 30 Foss,. ARCHIBALD C., New York. 
4 Brats, Ser H., East Maine. 31 Fows ez, Joun W., Cincinnati. 


5 Brest, CHARvES C., Rock River. 32 Fox, Henry J., New York. 
6 Bowman, Tuomas, S. E. Indiana. var 


{ BREWSTER, GEORGE W., Providence. 
8 Brooks, Cyrus, Minnesota. 
9 Brown, ZinaH H., Vermont. 
10 Burcu, Hiram, Nebraska. 
11 Burpicx, CHEster F., Troy. 
12 Byrne, BENJAMIN B., East Maine. 


G. 
| 33 Gavitt, Etnatuan C., Central Ohio, 
34 Grex, ALLEN A., Northwest Indiana, 
35 Guru, Jonn A., East Baltimore. 
36 Gray, WILLIAM. L., Philadelphia. 


Cc. i. 
13 CaMPBELL, SaMUEL N., North In-|37 Hamrtton, Wini1aM, Northwest Wis- 
diana. consin. 
14 Carpenter, GzorceE M., Providence. | 38 Hartow, Witu1aM T., Rock River. 
15 Carrow, GotpsmirH D., Philadelphia, | 39 HavEN, GiuBert, New England, 


16 Cuarrex, James F., Minnesota. 40 Hester, Francis A., Southeastern 
17 CHAMBERS, EBENEZER E., Genesee. Indiana. 
18 CHANDLER, JOHN, Central Illinois. | 41 Hopkins, Josern H., Missouri and 
19 CLARKE, GroRGE W., Erie. Arkansas. 
20 Cuirre, Wi1Lu1aM, Southern Illinois. |42. Hosmer, Wiui1am, East Genesee. 
21 Coss, WiutiaM N., Oneida, ” 43 Howarp, Sotomon, Ohio. 
22 CoasHALL, IsRaxL, Michigan. 44 Hoyt, Witu1am C., New York East. 
23 CunnineHam, Lev1, Ohio. 45 Hunt, Isaac L., Black River. 

dD. J. 
24 DANIEL, JOHN, California. 46 JASPER, ORLANDO H.,New Hampshire. 
25 DENNIS, JouN, East Genesee. 47 JENNE, JOSEPH H., Wisconsin. 


26 Dotson, WILLIAM A., Kentucky. 48 Jewitt, Epwarp R., North Ohio. 


Alphabetical List of Reserve Delegates. - 


49 JOHNSON, JAMES, Northwest Wiscon- | 76 


50 
51 


52 
53 


55 
56 
57 
58 
59 


60 
61 
62 
63 


64 
65 
66 
67 
68 


69 
70 
ist 


72 


73 


4 
15 


sin. 
Jounson, WittiaM E., Illinois. 
JOSLIN, THoMAS J., Detroit. 


K. 
KINGSLEY, CaLvin §., Oregon. 
Kiet, Joun A., Cincinnati. 


L. 
Lanpon, Seymour, New York East. 
Law, Hiram, Michigan. 
Lawober, WILLIAM H., Cincinnati. 
Leavitt, DupLEY P., New Hampshire. 
LESLIE, JOSEPH, Erie. 
Lewis, JErrerson, New Jersey. 


Mi. 
M’Intyre£, DaAniet, Indiana. 
Manin, Mitton, North Indiana. 
Matcom, Wit1i1am D., Vermont. 
Martin, ALEXANDER, Western Vir- 
ginia. 
Miter, Hrray, Pittsburgh. 
MILLER, Wesson G., Wisconsin. 
MircHeL1, Bennett, Western Iowa. 
MitTcHELL, THompson, East Baltimore. 
Monroz, THomas H., Western Vir- 
ginia. 
Moors, ASAHEL, Maine. 
Morean, Lirrieron F., Baltimore. 
MUNGER, CHARLES, Maine. 


N. 
Nurt, Cyrrovs, Indiana. 


oO. 
OsBorNE, Wi11aM M., Northwest 
Indiana. 
P. 
Pappock, GEorGE W., Kansas. 
PADDOCK, ZECHARIAH, Wyoming. 


TT 
78 
19 
80 
81 
82 


83 


84 


85 


86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 


93 
94 
95 


96 


97 


98 
99 


11 


PaNcoast, SAMUEL, Upper Iowa. 
Peirce, W1LLIAM C., North Ohio. 
Pitner, Levi, Illinois. 

Porter, JouN S8., Newark. 
Power, Joun H., Iowa. 
Price, Lorenzo D., Kansas. 
PRITCHARD, MARTIN, Nebraska. 


Q. 


QuEAL, LuKE C., Oneida. 


R. 
Rosinson, RICHARD S., Western Iowa. 


s. 

Scarritt, Joraam A., Southern Il- 

lifois. 
SCHULER, FREDERICK, Rock River. 
SEAGER, SCHUYLER, East Genesee. 
SEWALL, THOMAS, Baltimore. 
Sainn, SAMson, Illinois. 
SmirH, GEORGE, Detroit. 
Strokes, EpwarpD H., New Jersey. 
Summers, Henry, Central Illinois. 


T. 
THAYER, LoRENZzO R., New England. 
THoMAS, ELEAZER, California. 
TruE, CHARLES K., New York. 


i 


Vv. 
VANCLEVE, Crook S., Newark. 


Ww. 
Watter, ALFRED H., West Wiscon- 
sin. 
Wanrine, Epmunp H., Iowa. 
Watson, ExisHa, Troy. 


100 Weetis, WesuEy J., Central Ohio. 
101 Wootr, Simon P., Pittsburgh. 
102 Wricut, Brensamin S., Black River. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE, 
1864. 





MONDAY MORNING, MAY 2. May 2. 


Tux FourTerntH DELEGATED GENERAL CONFERENCE © Fmsr Dar. ’ 
of the Mernopisr Episcopat Cuurcu in the United Morning. 
States of America assembled in Union Church, in the 
city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on the second day 
of May, Anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 
Bishops present, Tuomas A. Morris, Epmunp S. 
Janxs, Levi Scorr, Marrnew Simrson, Osmon C. 
Baxer, and Epwarp R. Amgs. 

At nine o’clock Bishop Janes called the Conference Opening of the 
to order, and Bishop Morris conducted the opening re- —_ 
ligious services, consisting of reading the 84th Psalm, 
singing the 219th hymn, and prayer. Bishop Janes 
continued the religious services by reading the latter 
part of the 20th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles 
and the 237th hymn. The hymn having been sung, 
George Peck and Charles Elliott led the devotions of 
the Conference in prayer. 

On motion of Moses Hill, William L. Harris, Secre- 
tary of the last General Conference, was invited for- 
ward to receive the credentials of the delegates, and to 
act as Secretary till a permanent organization was 
effected. 

The list of Conferences being called, certificates of 
election were presented as follows: 


7 


Baltimore Conference. — ; BaLTmMons. 
>: 
Joun LANAHAN, Nicnoxas J. B. Morean, 
_Euisua P. PHELPS. 
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May 2. 

Firer Day. 

Morning. 
Brack RivEg, 


CALIFORNIA. 


LINOIS, 


CENTRAL OxI0. 


Crvomsn att. 


Dersorr, 


East Batrnt- 
MORE. 


East GENESEE. 


East Marr, 
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Black River Conference. * 


Joun W. Armsrronc, James Erwin, 

Isaac S. BincHam, Larayetre D, Waite. 

Ext C. Brucs, GaRDNER Baker, 
Joun B. Foore. 


California Conference. - 


Jussz T, Peck, Henry C. Benson, 
Isaac Owen. 


Central Illinois Conference. 
Ricnarp Haney, Ottver S. Munse£1, 


““/Wirtram H. Hunter, Anprew Macexr. 


Central Ohio Conference. 


Witiram L. Harris, Lronarp B. GurieEy, 
Tuomas H. Wuson, ALEXANDER NELSON. 


Cincinnati Conference. 


Wirtrram Nast, Moses Smiru, 
Wirtram Youne, GRANVILLE Moopy, 


Lorenzo D. M’Cazz, Miexum1 Dustin. 


Detroit Conference. 


Tuomas C, GARDNER, JAMES 8S. Smarr, 
Sera Reep, Wirtram E, Breznow, ~~ 
Exisau H. Pincuer. 
East Baltimore Conference. 
James MW’K. Retry, Cuar.es B. Trepert, 
Tomas M. Rezssx, BengamMin B. Hamury, 
Wiiiam Harpen, Jacos S. M’Murray, 
GrorcE D, CHENOWETH. 
East Genesee Conference. | 
Kasimir P. JERVIS, SyLvresTER L. Conepon, 
Joun M. Rew, Aveustus C. Grorer, 


Freesorn G. Hipparp, Witiiam H. Goopwim. | 


East Maine Conference. 


Lorenzo D. Warpwett, Apert CuuRcn, 
GrorceE D. Srroovr. 
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_ Erie Conference. 


Carvin Kinestey, Mosss Hri1, 

Ricnarp A. Carutuers, Russecx H. Hurwevet, 
James W. Lows, Wim F, Wirson, 
Niram Norton. 

Genesee Conference. 

ALBERT D. Wiz0r, Joun B. Wentworrn, 

- Tuomas Cartron, James M. Furumr. 


Illinois Conference. 
' Henry F. Korneke, ‘ Asa 8S. M’Coy, 
Rosert E. Gururig, James P. Damar, 
Wutum H. H. Moorz, Samson Sunn. 


Indiana Conference. 


Grorce W. WALKER, James H. Nosux, 
James Hitt, Wiuram M’K. Hester. 


lowa Conference. 


Caarius Exxr077, Tuomas E. CoRKBILL, 
Witram F. Cow zs. 


Kansas’ Conference. 
Hoex D. Fisuer, JosEPH DENISON. 
Kentucky Conference. 
. Leuven M. Reeves, Isaac F. Harrison. 
Maine Conference. — 
Cuartss F. ALLEN, JosEPu Corey, 
GrorcEe WEBBER, Henry M. Brake. 
mene Conference. 
As Tuomas H. Srvex, » Francis B. Banas, 
VV Henry PENFIELD, VHorace Hatt. 
Minnesota Conference. 
Bensamin F. Crary, Henry Rorn, 
Danie. Coss, _ Janez Brooxs. 


Missouri and Arkansas Conference. 
SamvuzL Hurrman, Nartuan SHUMATE. 


~ Nebraska Conference. — 


HexryT. Davis, =‘ Jason G. Mixer. 
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May 2. 
First Day. 
Morning. 
Edikye et 


GENESEE, 


Tiurxon. 


Invrana. 


Towa. 


Kansas. 


Kenrvcry, 


MICHIGAN, 


MINNESOTA, 


Miasover AND 
ARKANSAS, 


NEnRASEA, 


16 Journal of the General Conference. {1s64. 


May 2. 


First Day. /, Newark Conference. 

i ras 4 Isaac W. Winey, _ Arexanprer L. Bricr, 
WA 1 
a Nicuoias VANSANT, JONATHAN T. Crane, | 


Stacey W. Hitiiarp. 


New Enexanp. New England Conference. 
James Porter, JosePH CuMMINGS, 
Davip SHErMan, Miner Raymonp, 
Joun H. Twoms.ey, Rarexw W. Aven. 
New .Hawe- New Hampshire Conference. 
SHIBE. 
JamMEs Pixr, JamMzES THURSTON, 
Exvisua Abas, ALBERT C, Manson. 
New Jxxszy. _ New Jersey Conference. 
SamuEL Y. Monroz, Wir E. Perry, 
Cuartes H. Wuitrcar, Axsranam K. Srreer. 
New Yous. New York Conference. } 
* Ranpotrs 8. Fosrzer, = Wirr1am H. Ferris, _ 
Davis W. Crarx, Lucius H. Kine, 
Morris D’C. Crawrorp, Joszpa B. Waxe try, 
Paut R. Brown, Joun W. Linpsay. 
New Yor« New York East Conference. 
East. 
Dante. Curry, ‘Rosert M. Hartrrerp, 
~Joun Miney, Grorce W. Wooprvurr, 
Epwin E. Griswoxn, Brnsamin Pinspury. 
Norra Invr- North Indiana Conference. 
ANA, ’ i 
Revsen D. Rosryson, Orance V. Lemon, 
Wuttam H, Goon, Joun V.R. Mrurr. 
Noegrn Onto. i Peay ‘North Ohio Conference. 
“Epwarp THomson, Apam Por, 
“J Jacos Roruwsitzr, G. W. Breckenrmez, 
HENRY Wuireman. 
Monrerennis Northwest Indiana Conference. f 
Aaron Woon, Jacos M. STALLARD, 
Gxrorecx M. Boyp, Joun L. SMITH. 
Nogrowrst _ Northwest Wisconsin Conference. 
W 1S00NSIN. Ua O LG owe 


Cuauncey Hopart, | Tuomas C, Gorpen, 
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Ohio Conference. 


Barzixatr N. Spanr, Joun W. Wuirte, 
N Josepa M. TRIMBLE, A. M. ALExanpER, 


FREepERIcK Mrrricr. 


Oneida Conference. 


ALBERT S. Graves, Dantet W. Brisror, 
Witiam H. Onn, Epwarp G. ANDREWs, 
Joun T. Wricut, Dante, A. WHEDON. 


Oregon Conference. 
James H. Wirzvr, Tuomas H. PEAaRrNeE. 


Philadelphia Conference. 


JOSEPH CASTLE, Apam WALLACE, 
JAMES CUNNINGHAM, GxrorceE Barron, 
Joun P. Dursin, JosEPH Mason, 
Davip W. Barrinez, Wiuuram M’Comes. 


Pittsburgh Conference. 


SamvueEL H. Nessir, Israret C. PersHine, 
Isaac N. Barrp, Cuartzes A. Hormes, 
Davin L. Demrsry, JAMES HENDERSON, 


Wiut1am A. Davinson. 


Providence Conference, 


Dante Wise, Wituiam H. Ricwarps, 
SamueEt C. Brown, Davin Patren. 


Rock River Conference. 


Luxe Hircucock, - Wizrum F. Stewart, 
Tuomas M. Eppy, Samus, A. W. JEweETT?. 
Grorce L. Mutrincer, Wit T. Hartow. 


Southeastern Indiana Conference. 


WiiraMson TERRILL, Tuomas H, Lyncu, 
Gitxs C. Smiru, Joun H. Barta. 


Southern Illinois Conference. 


Pair Koxt, : ALFRED B, NisBet, 


Nexson E. Costzicu, James B. CorRrincTon. 
2 
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May 2. 

First DAy, 

Morning. 
Ouxto0. 


ONEIDA. 


Orrgon. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


PITTSBURGH. 


PROVIDENOE. 


Rook River. 


SovuTHEASTEEN 
INDIANA. 


SovTHERN I[u- 
NOB, 
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May 2. 
Fist Day. 
Morning. 
Troy, 


Urrzr Iowa. 


VERMONT. 


WESTERN 
Towa. 


Western VIE- 
GINIA. 


Wrst WIscon- 
SIN. 


WISCONSIN. 


Wromine, 


‘Reserve Dele- 
gates. 
Samson Shinn. 


Wm. A. Dotson. 


Wm. T. Harlow. 
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Troy Conference. 


WiuiaM GRrirFin, SrrepHen D. Browy, 
OREN GREGG, Josep E. Kine, 
Bostwick Hawtey, DESEVIGNIA STARKS. 


Upper lowa Conference: 
Ricuarp W. KueErer, Henry FircenBaum, 
Horatio W. Hoventon, GrorGE CLIFFORD, 
Aupua J. KYNETT, \-— 


ip Vermont Conference. 
Putnam P. Ray, Davin B. MKenziz, 
Anprs T. BuLiarp, Witiram D. Matcom. 


Western lowa Conference. 
SanFrorp HaArnszs, Davin N. Smiru. 


Western Virginia Conference. 


Joun W. Recep, JamMES DrumMoND, 
James L. Ciark. 


West Wisconsin Conference. 
Marruew Bennett, JAMES Lawson. 


Wisconsin Conference. 


Henry BannistEr, Carrs D. Piissury, 
SamuEL C. THomas, Martraras Himepauen. 


Wyoming Conference. 


Giued Prcx, Horatio R. CLarKke, 
Reuben NEtson, Henry BrownscoMBe. 


Samson Shinn presented a certificate of election as a 
reserve delegate from the Illinois Conference, and was 
admitted to a seat instead of Isaac C. Kimber, delegate 
elect, deceased. 

William A. Dotson presented a certificate of election 
as a reserve delegate from the Kentucky Conference, 
and was admitted to a seat instead of Isaac F. Har- 
rison, delegate elect, who is absent. 

William T. Harlow presented a certificate of election 
as a reserve delegate from the Rock River Conference, 
and was admitted to a seat instead of John Dempster, 
delegate elect, deceased. 
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William D. Malcom presented a certificate of elec- 

tion as a reserve delegate from the Vermont Confer- 
ence, and was admitted to a seat instead of M’Kendree 
Petty, delegate elect, who is absent. 
. The roll was called, and one hundred and eighty- 
one members answered to their names; whereupon 
the Chair declared that a quorum of the delegates 
elect were present, and the Conference proceeded to 
business. — : 

On motion of Lucius H. King, William L. Harris 
was elected Secretary of the General Conference by 
acclamation. 

On motion of Thomas Carlton, the Secretary was 
authorized to nominate four assistant secretaries, to be 
elected by the Conference. 

Elijah H. Pilcher moved that a committee of three 
be appointed to draft rules for the government of the 
Conference. 

Reuben Nelson moved as a substitute that the rules 
of the last session be amended by so changing the tenth 
rule as to require members to be in their places when 
they address the president, and then adopt them as the 
rules of the present session. The substitute was laid 
on the table, and the original motion prevailed. 

On motion of Davis W. Clark, the rules of last ses- 
sion were enacted to be in force till others are adopted. 

On motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, the following reso- 
lutfon was adopted, namely: 

Resolved, That the following standing committees be appointed, 
consisting of one from each Annual Conference, to be nominated by 
the delegations respectively, and elected by the Conference, namely: 

1. On Episcopacy. 

2. On Itinerancy. 

On Boundaries. 
. On the Book Concern. 
. On Slavery. 
On Missions. 
On Education. 
. On Lay Delegation. 
9. On Sunday-Schools and Tract Cause. 
10. On Revisals. 


11. On the German Work. 
12. State of the Country. 
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May 2. 

First Day, 

Morning. 
W. DD. Malcom. 


Election of Sec- 
retary. 


Committee to 
draft Rules. 


Standing Com- 
mittees order- 
ed, 


James Drummond moved the adoption of the action ToTry Appeals, 


of the last General Conference in relation toa Commit- 
tee to try Appeals. 
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May 2. 
First Day. 
Morning. 


Resolution of H. 
R. Clark on 
Duties of 
Standing Com- 
mittees. 


Resolution laid 
on the table. 


Afternoon  ses- 
sion. 


Daily Advoeate 
furnished the 
members of 

theConterence. 
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James M. Fuller moved to amend so that the com- 
mittee shall conSist of fifteen members. This amend- 
ment was laid on the table, and the original motion 
prevailed. By this action the following order was 
established: : 


I. The Committee on Appeals shall be a standing committee. 

II. It shall consist of one member from each delegation, to be 
nominated by their respective delegations. The parties may chal- 
lenge for cause, and the committee may excuse members for cause 
in any given case, only so that not less than two thirds of the whole 
shall remain for the trial of each case. ~ 

TII. The question of entertaining the Appeals shall be determined 
by the Committee to Try Appeals. 

IV. The order of procedure in the trial of referred appeal cases 
shall be as follows: @ 

1. Present the Appeal. 

2. Determine what members of the Committee on Appeals, not 
less than two thirds of the whole, shall hear and try the case, a 
majority of whom shall decide. 

Read the findings of the case. 

4. Motion to admit. 

State the grounds of the Appeal. 
Read the Minutes and documents. 
. Appellant’s defense. 

. Reply of the delegates. 

. Appellant’s reply to the delegates. 
. Decision. 


we 


SOMTAN 


1 


Horatio R. Clark moved the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution, namely: 


Resolved, That the foregoing Standing Committees, except that on 
Appeals, consisting of one delegate from each Annual Conference, 
be divided into three classes: Those belonging with the first class 
shall, after organization, have their regular meetings on Monday 
and Thursday of each week; those of the second class on Tuesday 
and Friday; and those of the third class, on Wednesday and Satur- 
day. These committees may employ such sub-committees to facili- 
tate business as they shall deem best, and may hold extra sessions 
as often as desirable; but at the regular meetings all the business 
done by sub-committees and at extra sessions shall be reported, and 
be subject to such action as the whole committee shall see fit to 
take. 


On motion of Lucius H. King, the resolution was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of James Porter, it was ordered that 
when Conference adjourn it adjourn to meet at three 
o’clock this afternoon. 

On motion of James Porter, the following resolution 
was adopted, namely : 

Fesolved, That the Agents of the Book Concern be directed to fur- 
nish to each of the Bishops, of the delegates from foreign bodies, of 


the delegates composing this body, ati of the Conference reporters, 
a copy of the Daily Christian Advocate gratuitously. 


1864.] Journal of the General Conference, 


Bishop Janes announced that the delegates of the 
British Wesleyan Conference would arrive in the city 
this afternoon. Whereupon, on motion of Richard 
Haney, ten o’clock to-morrow morning was fixed upon 
as the time when the Conference would receive them, 
and the Chair was requested to appointed a commit- 
tee of five to introduce them to the Conference. 

On motion of George Peck, a Committee on the 
Christian Commission, to consist of fifteen members, 
was ordered. 

On motion of Reuben Nelson, the following special 
committees, to consist of seven members each, were 
ordered, namely : 

On the Bible Cause. 

On Temperance. 

On Temporal Economy. 

On Pastoral Address. 

On Expenses of Delegates. 

On Freedmen. 

On motion of James Porter, the following resolution 
was adopted, namely: 


Fesolved, That Dr. Harris, the Secretary of this Conference, be 
appointed editor of the Journal, and that he be instructed to furnish 
the Book Agents at New York a copy for the press as soon as prac- 
ticable, with a copious index. 


The Chair announced the following committees, 
namely : . 

On Reception of British Delegates: John P. Dur- 
bin, Richard Haney, George Webber, Joseph M. Trim- 
ble, and Daniel Curry. 

On Rules of Conference: Elijah H. Pilcher, Reuben 
Nelson, and James Pike. 

On motion of Alpha J. Kynett, the Committee or- 
dered on the Christian Commission was also consti- 
tuted a Committee on the Sanitary Commission. 

The following resolution, offered by James Porter, 
was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the Bar of the Conference be a line running across 
the house at the third pillar from the pulpit, and that the Committee 
which may be appointed on Public Worship be required to see that 
it be so far respected as to allow the members of the Conference the 
necessary convenience for attending to the business which may 
come before them. 
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May 2. 
First Day, 
Morning, 


Delegates of the 
British Wes- 
leyan Confer- 
ence an- 
nounced. 

A Committee, 
and a time 
fixed to receive 
them, 
Committee on 
the Christian 
Commission 
ordered, 


Special commit- 
tees ordered. 


Secretary ap- 
pointed editor 
of the Confer- 
ence Journal, 


Committee on 
the Reception 
of British Del- 
egates. 


Committee on 
the Rules of 
Conference. 


Sanitary Com- 
mission con- 
stituted. 


Bar of Confer- 
ence. 
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May 2. 
First Day. 
Morning. 


“ 


Resolution con- 
cerning Bishop 
Morris, 


Motion to as- 
sign seats to 
members of 
Conference. 


Laid on table. 


The American 
flag to be 
raised over 
the church. 


Fast-day ap- 
pointed, 
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The following preamble and resolutions, submitted 
by Edward Thomson, were adopted unanimously by a 
rising vote, namely: 

Whereas, Our beloved senior superintendent, Thomas A. Morris, 
has completed his half century of ministerial service, a service 
searcely interrupted by sickness, and rendered ir various relations, 
pastoral, editorial, and episcopal, and with uniform acceptance, and 
which brings him to his seventieth year, with a reputation unsullied, 
an eye undimmed, and a natural force which, though abated, is still 
strong; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we recognize with gratitude the hand of God in 
prolonging the life and preserving the health, the mind, and the fair 
fame of our venerable superintendent. 

Resolved, 2. That Bishop Morris is hereby respectfully requested 
to preach before the Conference, at some period convenient for him, 
a discourse noting the progress of the Church during his past minis- 
terial life, with such observations and counsels as the review may 
suggest to him. 


Benjamin F. Crary moved that the sittings in the 
Conference room be assigned to the respective delega- 
tions by lot. 

On motion of Charles A. Holmes, this motion was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of James B. Corrington, the trustees of 
this church were requested to display the flag of the 
United States over the building during the sessions of 
this body. This motion was adopted unanimously by 
a rising vote. 

On motion of Thomas Carlton, the session was ex- 
tended. 

Granville Moody moved that next Friday be set 
apart as a day of fasting and prayer to Almighty God 
on behalf of our country in this hour of her peril, and 


_ that the occasion be observed by appropriate religious 


Motion to refer. 


Motion’ to lay 
on table. 


services morning, afternoon, and evening in the several 
Methodist Churches in this city, and that our people 
throughout the country be requested to observe simi- 
lar services on that day in their several places of relig- 
ious worship. 

Kasimir P. Jervis moved to refer the matter to the 
Committee on the State of the Country, which motion 
was, on motion of William H. Olin, laid on the table. 

Kasimir P. Jervis then moved to lay the motion 
on the table till to-morrow; but the motion to lay on 


the table did not prevail, and the original motion was 
adopted. 
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On motion of Granville Moody, a committee of three 
was ordered to make necessary arrangements for the 
Fast-day services. 

Nathan Shumate stated that Dr. Elliott had a beau- 
tiful flag presented to him by the loyal ladies of St. 
Louis, and moved that it be suspended in the church 
during the deliberations of this body, and the motion 
prevailed. 

The Secretary nominated four assistant secretaries, 
as follows, namely: George W.~Woodruff, of New 
York East Conference ; Henry Brownscombe, of Wyo- 
ming Conference; Israel C. Pershing, of Pittsburgh 
Conference ; and James Hill, of Indiana Conference ; 
and they were elected. 

Israel C. Pershing declined serving, whereupon he 
was excused, and Kasimir P. Jervis, of East Genesee 
Conference, was elected in his stead. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. 

The Doxology was sung, after which the Benedic- 
tion was pronounced by Benjamin F. Crary. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 2. 


Conference met at three o’clock, pursuant to ad- 
journment, Bishop Janes in the chair. 

Religious services, consisting of reading the Scrip- 
tures, singing, and prayer, were conducted by John 
Lanahan. 

The roll was called in the order of conferences, and 
a quorum being present, Conference proceeded to 
business. 

On motion of the Secretary, the reading of the Jour- 
nal was postponed till to-morrow morning. 

On motion of James Hill, the order of business was 
suspended to enable the Conference to appoint the 
standing committees. 

_Nominations were then made and confirmed as fol- 
lows, ‘namely : 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY. 
Joseph M. Trimble, Ch’n, Ohio. 
Thomas M. Eddy, Sec’y, Rock River. 
Nicholas J. B. Morgan, Baltimore. 
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May 2. 
First Day. 
Morning. 
Committee of 


Arrangements 
ordered. 

Dr. Elliott's flag 
to be sus- 
pended in the 
church. 


Assistant sec- 
retaries nom- 
inated. 


Conference ad- 
journed, 


Afternoon. 


Opening Con- 
ference. 


Roll called. 


Reading of 
Journal de- 
ferred. 


Standing Com- 
mittees  ap- 
pointed. 


Episcopacy. 
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May 2. 
First Day. 
Afternoon. 
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James Erwin, 

Isaac Owen, 
Richard Haney, 
William L. Harris, 
William Young, 
Thomas C. Gardner, 
J. WK. Reiley, 
Freeborn G. Hibbard, 
Albert Church, 
Moses Hill, 

Thomas Carlton, 
William H. H. Moore, 
James H. Noble, 
Charles Elliott, 
Hugh D. Fisher, 
Isaac F. Harrison, 
George Webber, 
Thomas H. Sinex, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
Nathan Shumate, 
Henry T. Davis, 
Jonathan T. Crane, 
David Sherman, 
Elisha Adams, 
Samuel Y. Monroe, 
Randolph 8. Foster, 
Daniel Curry, : 
William H. Goode, 
Henry Whiteman, 
Aaron Wood, 
Chauncey Hobart, 
Daniel W. Bristol, 
James H. Wilbur, 
Joseph Castle, 
Charles A. Holmes, 
Daniel Wise, 
Williamson Terrill, 
James B. Corrington, 
Desevignia Starks, 
Horatio W. Houghton, 
Andes T: Bullard, 
Sanford Haines, 
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Black River. 
California. 
Central Illinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 
East Maine. 

Erie. 

Génesee. 

Tllinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 

New York East. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Oneida. 
Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois: 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 
Western Iowa. 
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James Drummond, 
Matthew Bennett, 
Henry Bannister, 
George Peck, 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 
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Western Virginia. May 2. 
West Wisconsin. pines noe 
: 6 Afternoon, 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 
Itinerancy. 


John M, Reid, Chairman, East Genesee. 


Alexander Nelson, Sec., 


John Lanahan, 

John B. Foote, 
Jesse T, Peck, 
William H. Hunter, 
Granville Moody, 
Seth Reed, 

Thomas M. Reese, 
Lorenzo B. Wardwell, 
Russell H. Hurlburt, 
Albert D. Wilbor, 
Samson Shinn, 
George W. Walker, 
William F. Cowles, 
Joseph Denison, 
Lemuel M. Reeves, 
Charles F. Allen, 
Henry Penfield, 
Jabez Brooks, 
Samuel Huffman, 
Jason G. Miller, 
Alexander L. Brice, 
John H. Twombley, 
James Pike, 

Charles H. Whitecar, 
Lucius H. King, 
Edwin E. Griswold, 
Reuben D. Robinson, 
Jacob Rothweiler, 
‘Aaron Wood, 
Thomas C. Golden, 
Barzillai N. Spahr, 
Albert S. Graves, 
James H. Wilbur, 
David W. Bartine, 


Central Ohio. 
Baltimore. 

Black River. 
California. 

Central Illinois. 
Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. $ 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. , 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
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May 2. 
First Day. 
Afternoon. 


Boundaries. 


Samuel H. Nesbit, 
Samuel C. Brown, 


Samuel A. W. Jewett, 


Giles C. Smith, 
Philip Kuhl, 
William Griffin, 
Richard W. Keeler, 
David B. M’Kenzie, 
David N. Smith, 
James Drummond, 
James Lawson, 
Caleb B. Pillsbury, 
Reuben Nelson, 
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Pittsburgh. 


Providence. 


Rock River. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper Towa. 
Vermont. 
Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES. 


Richard Haney, Ch’n, 


William M’K. Hester, Sec, 


Elisha P. Phelps, 
Lafayette D. White, 
Henry C. Benson, 
Leonard B. Gurley, 
William Young, 
James S. Smart, 
William Harden, 
John M. Reid, 
Lorenzo D. Wardwell, 
William F. Wilson, 
Albert D. Wilbor, 
Robert E. Guthrie, 
Thomas E. Corkhill, 
Hugh D. Fisher, 
Lemuel M. Reeves, 
Henry M. Blake, 
Horace Hall, 

Daniel Cobb, 
Nathan Shumate, 
Henry T. Davis, 
Stacey W. Hilliard, 
Ralph W. Allen, 
Albert C. Manson, 
Abraham K. Street, 
William H. Ferris, 


Central Illinois. 
Indiana. 
Baltimore. 
Black River. 
California. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 
East Maine. 
Erie. 
Genesee. 
Illinois. 

Iowa. 
Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Missouriand Arkansas. 
Nebraska. . 
Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 

New Jersey. 

New York. 
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Daniel Curry, 
Orange V. Lemon, 
George W. Breckenridge, 
George M. Boyd, 
Thomas C. Golden, 
Joseph M. Trimble, 
John T. Wright, 
Thomas H. Pearne, 
Joseph Mason, 
David L. Dempsey, 
William H. Richards, 
George L. Mulfinger, 
Williamson Terrill, 
Alfred B. Nisbet, 
Stephen D. Brown, — 
Alpha J. Kynett, 
Andes T. Bullard, 
David N. Smith, 
John W. Reger, 
James Lawson, 
Samuel C. Thomas, 
Henry Brownscombe, 


COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK CONCERN. 


Charles B. Tippett, Ch’n, 
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May 2. 
First Day. 
Afternoon. 


General Conference. 


New York East. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. | 
Providence. 

Rock River, 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 


Wyoming. 


Book Concern. 


- 
East Baltimore. 


Benjamin F. Crary, Sec’y, Minnesota. 


Nicholas J. B. Morgan, 
Isaac 8. Bingham, 
Isaac Owen, 
William H. Hunter, 
Thomas H. Wilson, 
Granville Moody, 
‘Elijah H. Pilcher, 
William H. Goodwin, 
Lorenzo B. Wardwell, 
Calvin Kingsley, 
Albert D. Wilbor, 
Robert E. Guthrie, | 
William M’K. Hester, 
Charles Elliott, 
Joseph Denison, 
Isaac F. Harrison, 


Baltimore. 
Black River. 
California, 
Central Illinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 

East Genesee. 
Kast Maine. 
Erie. 
Genesee. 
Illinois. 
Indiana. 
Towa. 
Kansas. 


Kentucky. 
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May 2. 


First Day. 
Afternoon. 


Slavery. 
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Joseph Colby, 
Francis B. Bangs, 
Samuel Huffman, 
Jason G. Miller, 
Stacey W. Hilliard, 
Ralph W. Allen, 
Elisha Adams, 
Samuel Y. Monroe, 
John W. Lindsay, 
Edwin E. Griswold, 
Orange V. Lemon, 
Edward Thomson, 
John L. Smith, 
Thomas C, Golden, 
Joseph M. Trimble, 
Daniel A. Whedon, 
Thomas H. Pearne, 
William M’Combs, 
Isaac N. Baird, 
Samuel C. Brown, 
Samuel A. W. Jewett, 
Thomas H. Lynch, 
Philip Kuhl, 
Joseph E. King, 
Horatio W. Houghton, 
Putnam P. Ray, 
David N. Smith, 
James Drummond, 
Matthew Bennett, 
Samuel C. Thomas, 
Reuben Nelson, 
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Maine. 

Michigan. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire, 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


COMMITTEE ON SLAVERY. 


Benjamin F. Crary, Ch’n, 


Daniel Wise, Sec’y, 
Elisha P. Phelps, 
Eli C. Bruce, 
Henry C. Benson, 
Andrew Magee, 
Alexander Nelson, 
Mighill Dustin, 
James 8. Smart, 


Minnesota. 
Providence. 
Baltimore. 
Black River. 
California. 
Central Illinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 
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Jacob 8. M’Murray, 


_ Freeborn G. Hibbard, 


George D. Strout, 


Richard A. Caruthers, 


James M. Fuller, ~ 
James P. Dimmitt, 
James H. Noble, 
Thomas E. Corkhill, 
Joseph Denison, 
Lemuel M. Reeves, 
Joseph Colby, 
Henry Penfield, 
Nathan Shumate, 
Henry T. Davis, 
Nicholas Vansant, 
John H. Twombly, 
James Thurston, 
Abraham K. Street, 
Paul R. Brown, 
Robert M. Hatfield, 
John V. R. Miller, 


George W. Breckenridge, 


George M. Boyd, 
Thomas C. Golden, 
Barzillai N. Spahr, 


Edward G. Andrews, 


Thomas H. Pearne, 
George Barton, 
David L. Dempsey, 
William T. Harlow, 
Williamson Terrill, 
Alfred B. Nisbet, 
Oren Gregg, 
George Clifford, 
William D. Malcom, 
Sanford Haines, 
‘John W. Reger, 
James Lawson, 
Caleb D. Pillsbury, 
Horatio R. Clark, 
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East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 
Kast Maine. 
Erie. 
Genesee. 
Illinois. 
Indiana. 
Towa. 
Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 


Missouri and Arkansas, 


Nebraska. 

Newark. 5 
New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 


Northwest Wisconsin. 


Ohio. 
Oneida. 
Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Rock River. 


Southeastern Indiana. 


Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 
Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 


Wyoming. 
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May 2. 
First Day. 
Afternoon. 


30 


May 2. 
First Day. 


Afternoon, 
Missions, 
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COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 


William H. Goode, Ch’n, 


Isaac W. Wiley, See’y, 
John Lanahan, 
Gardner Baker, 

Henry C. Benson, 
Andrew Magee, 
William L. Harris, 
William Nast, 

Seth Reed, 

George D. Chenoweth, 
Augustus C. George, 
Lorenzo D. Wardwell, 
Moses Hill, 

Thomas Carlton, 

Asa S. M’Coy, 

James Hill, 

William F. Cowles, 
Joseph Denison, 
Lemuel M. Reeves, 
Henry M. Blake, 
Francis B. Bangs, 
Henry Roth, 

James Shumate, 
Henry T. Davis, 
Miner Raymond, 
James Thurston, 
William E. Perry, 
Morris D’C. Crawford, 
Robert M. Hatfield, 
Adam Poe, 

John L. Smith, 
Chauncey Hobart, 


Augustine M. Alexander 


William H. Olin, 
James H. Wilbur, 
John P. Durbin, 
Charles A. Holmes, 
David Patten, 
Luke Hitchcock, 
John H. Barth, 


North Indiana. 
Newark. 
Baltimore. 

Black River. 
California. 

Central Illinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 

Kast Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas, 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. / 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
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Nelson E. Cobleigh, 
Stephen D. Brown, 
George Clifford, 
David B. M’Kenzie, 
Sanford Haines, 
John W. Reger, 
James Lawson, 
Henry Bannister, 
Horatio R. Clark, 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


Frederick Merrick, Ch’n, 
Jabez Brooks, Sec’y, 

N. J.B. Morgan, 
John W. Armstrong, 
Jesse T. Peck, 
Oliver 8. Munsell, 
Alexander Nelson, 
Lorenzo D. M’Cabe, 
Thomas C. Gardner, 
Benjamin B. Hamlin, 
John M. Reid, 
Albert Church, 
Calvin Kingsley, 
John RB. Wentworth, 
Asa 8. MCoy, 

Wm. M’K. Hester, 
Charles Elliott, 
Joseph Denison, 
Isaac F. Harrison, 
Charles F. Allen, 
Thomas H. Sinex, 
Samuel Huffman, 
Jason G. Miller, 
Isaac W. Wiley, 
Joseph Cummings, 
Albert C. Manson, 
Abraham K. Street, 
Davis W. Clark, 
Benjamin Pilsbury, 
Reuben D. Robinson, 
Adam Poe, 
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Southern Illinois. May 2. 
First Day, 
Troy. Afternoon. 
Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 


Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 


Wyoming. 


Education. 


Ohio. 
Minnesota. 
Baltimore. 
Black River. 
California. 
Central Illinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 
East Maine. 
Erie. 

Genesee. 
Illinois. 
Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 
New York East, 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
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May 2. 


First Day. 
Afternoon. 


Lay Delegation. 
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Aaron Wood, 
Chauncey Hobart, 
Albert S. Graves, 
Thomas H. Pearne, 
James Cunningham, 
Israel C. Pershing, 
David Patten, 
William B. Harlow, 
Giles C. Smith, 
Nelson E. Cobleigh, 
Bostwick Hawley, 
Richard -W. Keeler, 
William D. Malcom, 
Sanford Haines, 
James L. Clark, 
Matthew Bennett, 
Henry Bannister, 
Reuben Nelson, , 


Northwest Indiana. 


Northwest Wisconsin. 


Oneida. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 


_ Vermont. 


Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


COMMITTEE ON LAY DELEGATION. 


Edward Thomson, Ch’n, 
Henry ©. Benson, Sec’y, 


Elisha P. Phelps, 
Lafayette D. White, 
Richard Haney, 
Leonard B. Gurley, 
Mighill Dustin, 
William E. Bigelow, 
William Hardin, 
Sylvester Congdon, 
Albert Church, 
Niram Norton, 
James ‘M. Fuller, 
Samson. Shinn, 
James Hall, 

Thomas E. Corkhill, 
Hugh D. Fisher, 
Lemuel M. Reeves, 
George Webber, 
Horace Hall, 

Daniel Cobb, 
Nathan Shumate, 


North Ohio. 
California. 
Baltimore. 
Black River. 
Central Ilinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 
East Maine. 
Erie. 
Genesee. 
Illinois. 
Indiana. 
Towa. 
Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
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® 


Missouri and Arkansas, 
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Henry T. Davis, 
Stacey W. Hilliard, 
James Porter, 

James Thurston, 
Samuel Y. Monroe, 
Randolph S. Foster, 
John Miley, 

John V. R. Miller, 
Jacob M. Stallard, 
Thomas C. Golden, 
John W. White, 
Edward G. Andrews, 
James H. Wilbur, 
Adam Wallace, 
William A. Davidson, 
William H. Richards, 
Thomas M. Eddy, 
Giles C. Smith, 
Alfred B. Nisbet, 
Bostwick Hawley, 
Horatio W. Houghton, 
Putnam P. Ray, 
Sanford Haines, 
James L. Clark, 
Matthew Bennett, 
Matthias Himebaugh, 
George Peck, 


ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 


James Porter, Ch’n, 
O. 8S. Munsell, Sec’y, 
Elisha P. Phelps, 
John B. Foote, 
Isaac Owen, 
Thomas H. Wilson, 
Moses Smith, 
Elijah H. Pilcher, 
George D. Chenoweth, 
William H. Goodwin, 
George D. Strout, 

° Richard A. Caruthers, 
Thomas Carlton, 


AND TRACT CAUSE. 
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Nebraska. May 2. 
3 First Day. 
Newark. Afternoon. 


New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Indiana. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois, 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin, 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts. 


New England. 
Central I}imois. 
Baltimore. 
Black River. 
California. 
Central Ohio, 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. _ 
East Maine. 
Krie. 

Genesee. 
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May 2. — 


First Day. 
Afternoon. 


Revisals, 
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Henry F. Koeneke, 
George W. Walker, 
William F. Cowles, 
Joseph Denison, 
Isaac F. Harrison, 
Henry M. Blake, 
Horace Hall, 

Daniel Cobb, 

Samuel Huffman, 
Jason G. Miller, 
Alexander L. Brice, 
Albert C. Manson, 
Charles H. Whitecar, 
Joseph B. Wakeley, 
George W. Woodruff, 
Reuben D. Robinson, 
Henry Whiteman, 
Jacob M. Stallard, 
Chauncey Hobart, 
Augustine M. Alexander, 
John T. Wright, 
James H. Wilbur, 
Adam Wallace, 

Isaac N. Baird, 
Daniel Wise, 
William F. Stewart, 
John H. Barth, 
Alfred B. Nisbet, 
Bostwick Hawley, 
Henry Fiegenbaum, 
David B. M’Kenzie, 
David N. Smith, 
James L. Clark, 
James Lawson, 
Samuel C. Thomas, 
Reuben Nelson, 


(ised. 


Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 
Newark. - 
New Hampshire. ’ 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia, 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISALS. 


Davis W. Clark, Ch’n, 
Samuel C. Brown, Sec’y, 
John Lanahan, 

John W. Armstrong, 


New York. 
Providence. 
Baltimore. 
Black River. 
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Jesse T. Peck, 
Oliver S. Munsell, 
Thomas H. Wilson, 
Moses Smith, 
William E. Bigelow, 
Jacob 8. M’Murray, 
Kasimir P. Jervis, 
George D. Strout, 
Niram Norton, 
James M. Fuller, 
William H. H. Moore, 
George W. Walker, 
Charles Elliott, 
Joseph Denison, 
Lemuel M. Reeves, 
George Webber, 
Francis B. Bangs, 
Jabez Brooks, 
Daniel Huffman, 
Henry T. Davis, 
Nicholas Vansant, 
Miner Raymond, 
James Pike, 
William E. Perry, 
John Miley, 

William H. Goode, 
Henry Whiteman, 
John L, Smith, 
Chauncey Hobart, 
Frederick Merrick, 
Daniel W. Bristol, 
Thomas H. Pearne, 
James Cunningham, 
William A. Davidson, 
Luke Hitchcock, 
Thomas H. Lynch, 
James B. Corrington, 
William Griffin, 
Alpha J. Kynett, 
Putnam P. Ray, 
Sanford Haines, 
James L. Clark, 
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California. May 2. 
‘i tise First Day. 

Central Tlinois. Apion: 


Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 

East Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York East. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 

Rock River. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
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Frest Day. 
Afternoon. 


German Work, 
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Matthew Bennett, 
Matthias Himebaugh, 
Horatio KR, Clark, 
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West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


COMMITTEE ON THE GERMAN WORK. 


George Peck, Ch’n, 


Wyoming. 


Israel C. Pershing, Sec’y, Pittsburgh. 


Nicholas J. B. Morgan, 
Eli C. Bruce, 
Isaac Owen, 
Andrew Magee, 
Alexander Nelson, 
William Nast, 
James S. Smart, 
Benjamin B. Hamlin, 
Kasimir P. Jervis, 
Albert Church, 
James W. Lowe, 
Thomas Carlton, 
Henry Bennett, 
James H.-Noble, 
William F. Cowles, 
Hugh D. Fisher, 
Lemuel M. Reeves, 
Charles F. Allen, 
Thomas H. Sinex, 
Henry Roth, 
Nathan Shumate, 
Jason G. Miller, 
Isaac W. Wiley, 
David Sherman, 
Elisha Adams, 
William E. Perry, 
John W. Lindsay, 
John Miley, 

John V. R. Miller, 
Jacob Rothweiler, 
Aaron Wood, 
Chauncey Hobart, 
John W. White, 
William H. Olin, 
James H. Wilbur, 


Baltimore. 
Black River. 
California. 
Central Illinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 

Kast Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 
East Maine. 
Erie. 

Genesee. 
Illinois. 
Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 


Kentucky. 


Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 

New Jersey, 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Indiana. 

North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 
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Joseph Mason, 
William H. Richards, 
George L. Mulfinger, 
John H. Barth, 
Philip Kuhl, 

Oren Gregg, 

Henry Fiegenbaum, 
William D. Malcom, 
David N. Smith, 
John W. Reger, 
James Lawson, 
Matthias Himebaugh, 
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Philadelphia. May 2. 

; Fist Day. 
Providence. SiiAhaon, 
Rock River. 


Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 
Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 


State of the 
Country. 


Joseph Cummings, Ch’n, New England. 


Granville Moody, Sec’y, 
John Lanahan, 

Isaac S. Bingham, 
Jesse T. Peck, 

Oliver S. Munsell, 
Leonard B. Gurley, 
Thomas C. Gardner, 
Thomas M. Reese, 
Augustus C. George, 
George D. Strout, 
James W. Lowe, 
John B. Wentworth, 
Asa 8. M’Coy, 
George W. Walker, 
William F. Cowles, 
Hugh D. Fisher, 
Lemuel M. Reeves, 
Joseph Colby, 
Thomas H. Sinex, 
Daniel Cobb, 

Samuel Huffman, 
Jason G. Miller, 
Nicholas Vansant, 
James Pike, 

Charles H. Whitecar, 
Joseph B. Wakeley, 
George W. Woodruff, 


Cincinnati. 
Baltimore. 
Black River. | 
California. 
Central Illinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Detroit. 

East Baltimore. 
East Genesee. 
Kast Maine. 
Erie. 
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Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 
Newark. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 
New York East. 


88 
May 2. 


First Day. 
Afternoon. 


Appeals, 


Orange V. Lemon, 
Edward Thomson, 
George M. Boyd, 
Chauncey Hobart, 
John W. White, 
William H. Olin, 
Thomas H. Pearne, 
William M’Combs, 
James Henderson, 
David Patten, 
William F. Stewart, 
Giles C. Smith, 
Nelson E. Cobleigh, 
Joseph E. King,, 
Richard W. Keeler, 
William D. Malcom, 
Sanford Haines, 
John W. Reger, 
James Lawson, 
Caleb D. Pillsbury, 
Horatio R. Clark, 
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North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
Northwest Indiana. 
Northwest Wisconsin. 
Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 
Southeastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Western Iowa. 
Western Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


COMMITTEE ON APPEALS. 


One of the Bishops, Ch’n. 
One of the Secretar’s, Sec’y. 


Nicholas J. B. Morgan, 
Gardner Baker, 
Henry C. Benson, 
William H. Hunter, 
Thomas H. Wilson, 
Lorenzo D. M’Cabe, 
William E. Bigelow, 
Charles B. Tippett, 
Sylvester L. Congdon, 
Albert Church, 
William F. Wilson, 
John B. Wentworth, 
James P. Dimmitt, 
James Hill, 

Thomas E. Corkhill, 
Hugh D. Fisher, 
Isaac F. Harrison, 


Baltimore. 
Black River. 
California. 
Central Tlinois. 
Central Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
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George Webber, 

Henry Penfield, 

Jabez Brooks, 

Nathan Shumate, 

Jason G. Miller, 

Jonathan T. Crane, 

Joseph Cummings, 

James Pike, 

William E. Perry, 

Paul R. Brown, 

Benjamin Pilsbury, 

John V. R. Miller, 

George W. Breckenridge, 

Jacob M. Stallard, 

Thomas C. Golden, 

Augustine M. Alexander, 
* Daniel A. Whedon, 

James H. Wilbur, 

David W. Bartine, 

Samuel H. Nesbit, 

David Patten, 

William F. Stewart, 

Thomas H. Lynch, 

James B. Corrington, 

Desevignia Starks, 

Alpha J. Kynett, 

Andes T. Bullard, 

David N. Smith, 

James L. Clark, 

Matthew Bennett, 

Caleb B. Pillsbury, 

Henry Brownscombe, 


f 


Journal of the General Conference. 


39 


May 2. 
Fimst Day. 
Afternoon. 


Maine: 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Missouri and Arkansas. 
Nebraska. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 
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Wyoming. 


A motion by John M. Reid, to meet at eight o’clock 
this evening for the purpose of organizing the commit- 
tees, was laid on the table, on motion of Ralph W. 


Allen, by a vote of 102 to 68. 


On nrotion, Conference adjourned. 
After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by William H. Goode. 
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TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 3. 


The Conference assembled at half past eight o’clock 
A.M., Bishop Simpson in the chair. 

The religious services, consisting of reading the fifth 
chapter of Matthew, singing, and prayer, were con-: 
ducted by John W. Armstrong, of the Black River 
Conference. 

On motion of James M. Fuller, the calling of the . 
roll was dispensed with for the remainder of the ses- 
sion unless otherwise ordered. 

The Journal of yesterday’s morning session was read 
and approved. 

The Journal of the afternoon session was read and 
approved. : 

On motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, the order of business 
was suspended to enable the Committee on Rules of 
Order to report. 

The committee presented their report. 

A motion was made to adopt the report; whereupon 
Lucius H. King moved that the words “in his place” 
be stricken out from the tenth rule. ; 

The amendment prevailed by a vote of 124 to 57. 

Jonathan T. Crane moved to add to the thirteenth 
rule the words, “when a motion is lost by a tie vote, 
a motion to reconsider must come from the nega- 
tive.” 

On motion of Isaac N. Baird, the whole subject was 
laid on the table, to take up the order of the day, 
namely: The reception of delegates from the British 
and Irish Conferences. 

John P. Durbin, Chairman of the Committee of 
Reception, now introduced Rev. W. L. Thornton, M.A., 
Delegate from the British Conference, to Bishop Mor- 
ris, who introduced him to the other bishops and the 
Conference. : 

Rev. Robinson Scott, D.D., Delegate from the Irish 
Conference, was introduced in the same form. 

Rev. Mr. Thornton presented the Address of the 
British Conference, which was read by the Secretary. 
[For Address, see Appendia B, I.] 
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Rey. Mr. Thornton then addressed the Conference. 
[See Appendix B, X.] 

The following resolutions, signed by Edward Thom- 
son and Lucius H. King, were then adopted, namely: 

Resolved, 1. That we have listened with profound pleasure and 
sympathy to the address of the British Conference and to the sup- 
plementary discourse of the Rey. W. L. Thornton, M.A., the delegate 
from that body. 

ftesolved, 2. That the address of the British Conference be referred 
to a select committee of five to draft a reply. 

Resolved, 3. That we extend to the Rev. Mr. Thornton our most 
cordial: Christian greetings, and tender him our hearty thanks for his 
able address, so full of sound sentiment, touching the great interests 
of our Church and country. 

Resowed, 4. That Rev. Mr. Thornton be requested to furnish for 
publication a copy of his eloquent address to this body, 

Rev. Dr. Scott presented the address of the Irish 
Conference, and also a letter from the College Commit- 
tee and President of the Irish Conference commission- 
ing Dr. Scott “to devote himself to the completion of 
the fund for the increase of Wesleyan Agency in Ire- 
land.” [See Appendix B, III and IV.] 

After they were read, on motion of Daniel Curry, an 
address from Dr, Scott to this body was madea special 
order for to-morrow morning, ten o’clock. 

Kasimir P. Jervis moved that when Conference ad- 
journs it shall be to meet at three o’clock P. M. 

Samuel H. Nesbit moved to amend by inserting two 
and a half instead of three,.which amendment, on mo- 
tion of James 8. Smart, was laid on the table, and the 
original motion prevailed. 

The report of Committee on Rules was then taken 
up. Daniel Curry offered as a substitute for the pend- 
ing amendment of Jonathan T. Crane the following: 
“Tt shall be in order for any member voting with the 
prevailing side to move a reconsideration,” which sub- 
stitute was adopted. 

Rule No. 13 as thus amended was adopted, and the 
report as a whole was then adopted, as follows: 


RULES. 

1. The Conference shall meet at eight and a half o’clock A. M., 
and adjourn at twelve M.; but may alter the time of meeting and 
adjournment at their discretion. 

2. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hour to 
which the Conference stood adjourned, and cause the same to be 
opened by the reading of the Scriptures, singing, and prayer; and 
on the appearance of a quorum of “ two thirds of the representatives 
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of all the annual conferences,” shall have the Journals of the pre- 
ceding session read and approved, and the business of the Confer- 
ence shall proceed in the following order, namely: ; 

(1.) Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals; in ealling for which the 
Annual Conferences shall be named in alphabetical order. 

(2.) Reports, first of the standing, and then of the select com- 
mittees. ; 

(3.) Miscellaneous business. ; 

3. The President shall decide all questions of order subject to an 
appeal to the Conference ; but in case of such appeal the question 
shall be taken without debate. 

4. He shall appoint all committees not otherwise specially ordered 
by the Conference. 

5. On assigning the floor to any member of the Conference he 
shall distinctly announce the name of the member to whom it is 
assigned, and the Conference he represents. 

6. All motions or resolutions introduced by any member shall be 
reduced to writing, if the President, Secretary, or any two members 
request it. 

7. When a motion or resolutionis made and seconded, or a report 
presented, and is read by the Secretary or stated by the President, it 
shall be deemed in possession of the Conference; butany motion or 
resolution may be withdrawn by the mover at any time before 
amendment or decision. : 

8. All motions to postpone or to lay on the table shall be taken 
without debate. : 

9. No new motion or resolution shall be entertained until the one 
under consideration is disposed of, which may be done by adoption 
or rejection, unless one of the following motions should intervene, 
which motions shall have precedence in the order in which they are 
placed, namely: Indefinite postponement, laying on the table, refer- 
ence to a committee, postponement to a given time, amendment ora 
substitute, which also may be amended. 

10. When any member is about to speak in debate, or to deliver 
any matter to the Conference, he shail rise and respectfully address 
the President. 

11. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by 
the President to call him to order when he departs from the ques- 
tion, or uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any mem- 
ber may call the attention of the President to the subject when he 
deems a speaker out of order, and any.member may explain if he 
thinks himself misrepresented. 

12. No person shall speak more than twice on the same question, 
nor more than fifteen minutes at one time, without leave of the Con- 
ference; nor shall any person speak more than once until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

13. When any motion or resolution shall have been acted upon by 
the Conference, it shall be in order for any member who voted with 
the prevailing side to move a reconsideration. 

14. No member shall absent himself from the service of the Con- 
ference without leave, unless he is sick or unable to attend. 

15. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who is 
not within the bar at the time when such question is put by the 
President, except by leave of the Conference when such member has 
been necessarily absent. 

16. Every member who is within the bar at the time the question 
is put shall give his vote, unless the Conference for special reasons 
excuse him. 

17. No resolution altering or rescinding any rule of Discipline 
shall be adopted until it shall have been in the possession of the 
Conference at least one day. 
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18. It shall be in order for any member to call for the yeas and 
nays on any question before the Conference, and if the call be sus- 
tained by twenty-five members present, the vote thereon shall be 
taken by yeas and nays. . : 

19. It shall be in order to move that the question be taken with- 
out further debate on any measure pending before the General Con- 
ference, except in cases in which character is involved; and if sus- 
tained by a vote of two thirds, the question shall be so taken. 

20. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be 
decided without debate. 


The Secretary presented the certificates of delegates 
from the Kentucky Conference, namely: Lemuel M. 
Reeves and Isaac F. Harrison. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, Isaac F. Harrison was 
substituted for William A. Dotson on all the com- 
mittees on which he had been appointed. 

On motion of Davis W. Clark, it was ordered that 
nine members shall constitute a quorum of any standing 
committee. 

On motion of Reuben Nelson, it was ordered that 
the rules and the names of the several standing com- 
mittees, when such committees shall have been organ- 
ized, be printed in pamphlet form, and a copy be fur- 
nished to each member of the Conference. 

A motion, offered by Hugh D. Fisher, that eight be 
added to the Committee on Freedmen, and that the 
interests of the white refugees from the states in rebell- 
ion be submitted to such committee, did not prevail. 

James M’Kendree Reiley moved that a committee of 
five be appointed, to be denominated the Committee on 
Colored Membership; pending the consideration of 
which the Conference adjourned by limitation of time. 

After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by Elijah H. Pilcher. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 3. 


Conference met at three o’clock, pursuant to ad- 
journment, Bishop Scott in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by Jesse T. 
Peck, of the California Conference. 

The Journal of this morning was read and approved. 

On motion of James 8. Smart, the order of business 
was suspended. 
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Joseph Mason submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the presiding elders of the North and South Phila- 
delphia Districts, and the pastors of the Union, St. George’s, Fifth- 
street, Emory, Ebenezer, Wharton-street, and Kensington Churches, 
Philadelphia, and of the Third-street Church in Camden, be a Com- 
mittee on Public Worship. 


David Patten submitted the following resolution, 
namely : 


Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to consider and 
report a plan for the appropriate observance of the appronghing Cen- 
tenary of American Methodism. 


Samuel H. Nesbit moved to amend by constituting 
the committee of one from each delegation, which 
amendment, on motion of William H. Ferris, was laid 
on the table, and the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, the following reso- 
lutions were adopted: 


Resolved, 1. That all committees reporting changes of Discipline 
recite not only the page, part, chapter, section, and line proposed to 
be amended, but also the amended paragraph complete.. 

Resolved, 2. That committees be and are hereby directed to furnish 
duplicates ‘of their reports, and persons offering resolutions are re- 
quested to furnish duplicates of the same. 


On motion of Jesse T. Peck, Conference proceeded 
to organize the Standing Committees. 

Freeborn G. Hibbard moved the adoption of the 
following resolution, namely : 


Resolwed, That when the standing Committees are announced they 
shall severally have leave to retire and organize by appointing a 
Chairman and Secretary, and report their organization to the Con- 
ference. 


Alpha J. Kynett offered the following substitute, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the list of standing Committees be called, and that 


a temporary chairman be appointed to call said committees together 
for permanent organization ; 


which substitute was laid on the table, and the reso- 
lution was adopted. 

The Committee on Episcopacy retired, and organized 
by appointing Joseph M. Trimble Chairman, and 
Thomas M. Eddy Secretary. 
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On motion of Edwin E. Griswold, the action of the May 3. 
Conference relating to the organization of the Stand- een : 
ing Committees was so far modified as to permit the order for or- 


ae : . ganizingStand- 
Conference to proceed with its business during the {iy Gommit- 


absence of the committees. ee. 
The Committee on Itinerancy retired for the pur- 
pose of organization. 


George D. Chenoweth offered the following resolu- Method of re- 
ferring docu- 


tion, which was adopted, namely: ments. 


Resolved, That any member of this body presenting any petition, 
memorial, or any other paper which should go to any one of the 
Standing Committees, he shall name the committee to which he 
would have it referred, and, if there be no objection, it shall be so 
referred without any vote being taken thereon. 


On motion of the Secretary, the following resolutions Documents for 
reference to pe 
were adopted, namely: prepared. 


Resolved, That each member of this body, presenting memorials, 
petitions, and other papers for reference, shall prepare the paper by 
writing in a plain hand on the back of it the following items in: the 
following order, namely: 


. Name of the member presenting the paper. How prepared. 
. Conference from which it comes. 

. Pastoral charge of the Conference sending it. 

Subject to which it relates. 

First name on the petition. 

Number of other petitioners. 

The committee to which he desires it referred. 


TO oUR we 


Resolved, That the foregoing resolution be published in connection 
with the Rules of Conference. 

On motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, the vote suspend- 
ing the order of business was reconsidered, and, on 
motion of Daniel Curry, was laid on the table. 

The list of Conferences was then called for the pres- List of Confer- 

: ene . ences called. 
entation of petitions and memorials, and they were 
presented as follows : ; 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. Crate Inur- 
By \. 


Oliver S. Munsell presented a petition from the Min- 
isterial Association of La Salle District for District 
Conferences, signed by H. Ritchie and ten others, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


EAST BALTIMORE. East Batrtt- 
MORE, 


Jacob S. M’Murray presented certain resolutions 
from the East Baltimore Conference relating to Bap- 
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tized Children, and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


Thomas H. Sinex presented a memorial from Mar- 
shall District concerning District Conferences, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


Ralph W. Allen presented a resolution of the Quar- 
terly Conference of Chester Station in favor of Ex- 
tending the Time of Ministerial Service, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Daniel Curry, so much of the Journal 
as telates to Lay Delegation was referred to the Com- 
mittee on that subject; and so much of the Journal 
of 1864 as relates to Boundaries was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


William H. Goode presented .a resolution of the 
North Indiana Conference on Printing Hymn Books 
in Raised Letters for the Blind, and it was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


NORTHWEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of John L. Smith, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to Lay Delegation was referred to the 
committee on that subject. 


NORTHWEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Chauncey Hobart, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the Extension of the Time of Min- 
isterial Service was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Daniel Wise, so much of the Journal 
as relates to the Alteration of the Constitution of the 
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Sunday-School Union was referred to the Committee 
on Sunday-Schools and Tract Cause. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Luke Hitchcock presented a memorial from the 
editor of the Swedish paper in the Northwest in rela- 
tion to sending two additional Missionaries to Sweden, 
and the publication of a religious paper in that coun- 
try, and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. — 


WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


»On motion of Henry Brownscombe, so much of the 
Journal of 1864 as relates: to Lay Delegation was re- 
ferred to the committee on that subject. 

On motion of John Miley, the bishops were respect- 
fully requested to invite Charles Elliott and George 
Peck to occupy seats on the platform, and Bishop 
Scott, on behalf of himself and colleagues, extended to 
them the invitation. 

Isaac Owen presented the appeal of William Will- 
mot, of the California, and Desevignia Starks the ap- 
peal of Henry T. Johns, of the Troy Conference, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Appeals. 

Henry Brownscombe presented the appeal of Wel- 
come Smith, of the Wyoming Conference, but in con- 
sequence of the absence of the appellant he subse- 
quently withdrew it. 

Thomas Carlton moved that it is the sense of this 
Conference that no action ought to be taken in case of 
an appeal, unless the appellant be present either in 
person or by attorney. 

Pending the consideration of this motion aid Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy came into Conference, and reported 
their organization by the appointment of John M. 
Reid Chairman, and Alexander Nelson Secretary. 

Charles A. Holmes moved that the Conference do 
now adjourn, but the motion did not prevail. 

The Committee on Boundaries retired with instruc- 
tions to report their organization at the next session. 

James Hill moved that when the Conference adjourn 
it shall be to meet at eight o’clock this evening, but 
the motion was lost by a vote of 55 to 97. 
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On motion, Conference adjourned. 
After singing the Doxology, the Bonediedon was 
pronounced by David Patten. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 4. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Baker in the 
chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by Rich- 
ard Haney, of Coed Illinois Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

On motion of Henry F. Koeneke, the pastor of the 
German Church in this city was added to the Commis 
tee on Public Worship. 

The Committee on Boundaries reported their organ- 
ization by the appointment of Richard Haney Chair- 
man, and William MWK. Hester Secretary. 

Bishop Morris introduced to the, Conference Rev. 


Bishop Richardson and Rev. Thomas Webster, of the 


Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, it was ordered that the 
standing committees, as they shall be severally called, 
have leave to retire for organization, except during the 
address of Dr. Scott, the Irish delegate, and that the 
Conference meanwhile proceed with the regular order 
of business. 

The Committee on the Book Concern was called, 
and retired for organization. 

Jason G. Miller, of Nebraska Conference, presented 
his certificate of election as a delegate to this body, 
and took his seat. 

The Chair called the list of conferences for the pres- 
entation of petitions and memorials, and they were 
presented as follows, namely : 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Henry C. Benson, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation was referred to 
the Committee on Lay Delegation; so much as relates 
to the Extension of Time of Ministerial Service, to the 
Committee on the Itinerancy ; so much as relates to the 
Residence of a Bishop on the Pacific Coast, to the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. 
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On motion of Jesse T. Peck, so much of the Journal 
as relates to a Conference in Nevada was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries; and so much as relates 
to the California Christian Advocate, to the Committee 
on the Book Concern, 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Richard Haney presented the appeal of Rumsey 
Smithson, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Appeals. 
~ On motion of Oliver 8. Munsell, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation was referred to 
the Committee on Lay Delegation; so much as relates 
to modification of the Presiding Elder’s Office was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itineraney; and so much 
as relates to a Swedish Paper to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. He also presented a memorial from 
La Salle District Ministerial Association, on the “mode 
of taking depositions,” signed by Rey. H. Ritchie and 


ten others, and it was referred to the Committee on’ 


Revisals; and a memorial from La Salle Station, ask- 
ing a change of Confetence Boundaries, signed by E. 
H. Holland and nine others, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL OHIO CONFERENCE. 


On motion of William L. Harris, so much of the 
Journal as relates to superannuated preachers living 
out of the bounds of other conferences was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. ; 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE, 


On motion of William Nast, so much of the J ournal 
as relates to German Conferences was referred to the 
Committee on the German Work. 

On motion of William Young, so much of the Journal 
as relates to the Election of Presiding Elders, and to 
the Extension of the Time of Ministerial Service, was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


DETROIT CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Thomas C. Gardner, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation, State of the 
4 
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Country, and Slavery, was referred to the committees 
on those subjects respectively. 


EAST BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of William Harden, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation and Boundaries 
was appropriately referred. 

On motion of Jacob S. M’Murray, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Slavery, Revision of Discipline, 
and State of the Country, was referred to the respect- 
ive committees on those subjects. 


EAST GENESEE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of John M. Reid, so much of the Journal 
as relates to Boundaries and Extension of Time was 
respectively referred to the Committees on Boundaries 
and on Itinerancy. 

On motion of Sylvester L. Congdon, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation was referred to 
the Committee on Lay Delegation. 


GENESEE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of John B. Wentworth, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation and Extension 
of Time was referred to the Committees on Lay Del- 
egation and Itinerancy respectively. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Asa S. M’Coy, so much of the Journal 
as relates to Extension ‘of Time was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy, and that relating to Lay 
Delegation to the Committee on Lay Delegation. 

On motion of William H. H. Moore, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Changing the Time of Holding 
the General Conference was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of James Hill, so much of the Journal 
as relates to Boundaries, Lay Representation, Cente- 
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nary of Methodism, and State of the Country, was 
appropriately referred. 


KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Hugh D. Fisher, so much of the 
Journal as relates to German Conferences was referred 
to the Committee on the German Work; that relating 
to Lay Delegation, to the Committee on that subject; 
and that relating to Extension of Time, to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 


MAINE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of George Webber, so much of the 
Journal ag relates to Lay Delegation was referred to 
the Committee on Lay Delegation. 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Thomas H. Sinex, so much of the 
Journal as relates to members of Annual Conferences 
attending Biblical Institutes was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Jabez Brooks, so much of the Journal 
as relates to Lay Delegation and the German Work 
was referred to the appropriate committees. 

Daniel Cobb presented a memorial, signed by Levi 
Gleason and seventeen others, asking that a Book 
Depository be established in St. Paul, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Nathan Shumate, so much of the 
Journal as refers to a Division of the Conference was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


NEWARK CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Isaac W. Wiley, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the Supernumerary Relation was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


On motion of David Sherman, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Slavery and Lay Delegation was 
referred to the appropriate committees. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of James Pike, so much of the Journal 
as relates to Lay Delegation, Extension of Time, and 
rearrangement of Discipline, was referred respectively 
to the committees on Lay Delegation, Itinerancy, and 


. Revisals. / 


NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Charles H. Whitecar, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the Supernumerary Relation was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Randolph S. Foster, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Boundaries, Lay Delegation, 
Slavery, and the German Work, was referred to the 
respective committees on those subjects; and that 
relating to the Pastoral Relation, and the Resolutions 
from Poughkeepsie District in relation to Trustees, 
were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Morris D’C. Crawford presented sundry resolutions 
from the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society, 
and they were referred to the Cotnmittee on Missions. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Daniel Curry, so much of the Journal 
as relates to Slavery and the State of the Country was 
appropriately referred. 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of John V. Re Miller, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation and State of the. 
Country was referred to the appropriate committees. 
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William H. Goode presented the appeal of J. T. 
Donahoo, with accompanying papers, and it was refer- 
red to the Committee on Appeals. ’ 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


George W. Breckenridge presented a memorial from 
the Quarterly Conference of Port Clinton Circuit, on 
the subject of Boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTHWEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Chauncey Hobart, so much of the’ 


Journal as relates to the Reception into our Church of 
Ministers from the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Canada was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


OHIO CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Barzillai N. Spahr, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation and the State of 
the Country was referred to the appropriate commit- 
tees. 


ONEIDA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Albert S. Graves, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Extension of Time and Modifica- 
tion of the Presiding Elder’s Office was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

On motion of William H. Olin, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to the Supernumerary Relation and Lay 
Delegation was referred tothe Committee on Itin- 
erancy and Lay Delegation respectively. 


OREGON CONFERENCE. 


On motion of James H. Wilbur, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the State of the Country, Slavery, 
Lay Delegation, and Appeals, was referred to the re- 
spective committees on those subjects; and so much as 
relates to the Pacific Christian Advocate, to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 
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PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Samuel H. Nesbit, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation, to the Pittsburgh 
Christian Advocate, to the Extension of Time, and to 
the Supernumerary Relation, were referred to the re- 
spective Committees on Lay Delegation, on the Book 
Concern, on Itinerancy, and on Revisals. 


NORTHWEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of George M. Boyd, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation was referred to 
the committee on that subject. 


IOWA CONFERENCE. 


‘ William F’. Cowles presented a memorial, signed by 
Rey. E. H. Waring, asking for a change of Discipline, 
and it was referred, to the Commas on Revisals. 


PROVIDENCE CORRE RED Ca 


' Daniel Wise presented the report and memorial of 
the Sunday-School Union, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Sunday eenaols and the Tract Cause. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


On motion of George L. Mulfinger, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the German Work was referred 
to the Committee on the German Work. 

On motion of Thomas M. Eddy, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation was referred to 
the Committee on Lay Delegation. 


» 


SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Williamson Terrill, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to Boundaries, ‘ies Delegation, and the 
German Work, was appropriately referred. 

Giles C. Smith presented the appeal of William H. 
Sheets, and it was referred to the Committee on Ap- 
peals. 
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On motion of the Secretary, it was ordered that when 
portions of Journals are referred, it shall be the duty 
of the member of the Committee on Itinerancy from 
the Conference concerned to furnish the several com- 
mittees with copies of the parts respectively referred. 

Committee on Book Concern reported that they had 
organized by appointing Charles B. Tippett Chairman, 
and Benjamin F. Crary Secretary. 

The Committee on Slavery was called, and retired 
for organization. 

The call of Conferences was resumed. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


On motion of James .B. Corrington, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the State of the Country was re- 
ferred to the committee on that subject ; and on motion 
of Philip Kuhl, so much as relates to the German Work 
was referred to the Committee on the German Work. 


TROY CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Bostwick Hawley, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation was referred to 
the committee on that subject; and so much as relates 
to the Reoccupation of Southern Territory was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE. 

On motion of Richard W. Keeler, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the German Work, State of the 
Country, and Lay Delegation, was appropriately re- 
ferred. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Andes T. Bullard, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation, State of the 
Country, and Slavery, was referred to the appropriate 
committees. 


WESTERN IOWA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of David N. Smith, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to Boundaries was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 
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WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of James Drummond, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the Supernumerary Relation and 
to the Extension of Time was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy; that relating to a Change of the 
Name of the Conference, to the Committee on Bounda- 
ries; that relating to Procuring a Building in Pitts- 
burgh for the Depository and Pittsburgh Advocate, to 
the Committee on the Book Concern; that relating to 
Lay Delegation, to the committee on that subject ; and 
that relating to Insurance of Church Property, to the 


Committee on Temporal Economy. 


WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Reuben Nelson, so much of the Journal 
as relates to the Extension of Time was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Bishop Baker announced the following Committee of 
Arrangements for Fast-day Services, namely: Granville 
Moody, David W. Bartine, and Samuel Y. Monroe. 

The list of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of miscellaneous business. 


- 


BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Gardner Baker submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to take 
into consideration the expediency of altering the Discipline, Part II, 
chap. ii, § 11, quest. 1, p. 82, by adding after the words ‘Wes- 
leyan Connection in Europe or Canada,” the words “or from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada.” And in the answer to 
said question, after the words ‘British, Irish, or Canada Conference,”’ 
the words “or a Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Canada.” So that the question and answer will read, 

Quest. 1. In what manner shall we receive those ministers who 
may come to us from the Wesleyan Connection in Hurope or Can- 
ada, or from the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada? 

Ans. If they come properly accredited from either the British 
Irish, or Canada Conference, or from a Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Canada, they may be received according to such 
credentials, provided they give satisfaction to an annual couference 
of their willingness to conform to our Church government and 
usages. 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


The following resolution, signed by William Young 
and Mighill Dustin, was adopted: 
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Fresolved, That a committee of seven be appointed, to report a plan May 4. 
of trusteeship in behalf of the General Conference, to represent the Turmp Day. 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and Morning. 
by virtue of their corporate powers secure and hold all bequests Trustees of 
made to the Church for benevolert purposes. General Con- 

oe or- 
oe ered. 

As a matter of privilege, John P. Durbin offered the Resolutions, 


4 . e te., to b - 
following resolution, and it was adopted, namely : sented tO. the 


Conference in 
Resolved, That every motion, report, and communication to the Wilting and 
Conference, being first reduced to writing, shall be passed to the Secreney: Rc 
Secretary, to be by him read to the Conference; unless the Confer- . 
ence shall, when such paper is offered, request the proposer of the 
paper to read it to the Conference. 


DETROIT CONFERENCE, Dergorr. 


Thomas C. Gardner submitted the following resolu- 
- tion, and after a motion to lay it on the table was lost 
-by a vote of 82 to 98, it was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire. 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, chapter iii, § 1, 
quest. 3, ans. 3, page 93, by adding these words: ‘‘ Nor any preacher 
in the district work more than four years in eight,” so that the 
whole paragraph shall read, “Provided also, that with the ex- 
ceptions above named he shall not continue a preacher in the 
same appointment more than two years in six, nor any preacher in 
the district work more than four years in eight. « 


The Committee on Slavery reported that they had Committee on 


E cape : F : Slavery organ- 
organized by appointing Benjamin F. Crary Chair- ized. i 


man, and Daniel Wise Secretary. 


On motion of Daniel Curry, the order of the day Dr. Scott ad- 
. resse 2S 
-was taken up, and Dr. Robinson Scott addressed the Conference. 


Conference; after which, on motion of Edward Thom- 
son, the following resolutions were adopted, namely: 


Resolved, That the Conference has listened with deep interest to 
the Address of the Trish Conference, and of the Rey. Robinson 
Scott, its delegate. 

Resolved, That the Address of the Irish Conference be referred to 
the same, Committee to which the Address of the English Confer- 
ence was referred to draft a reply. . 

Resolved, That so much of the Address of the delegate from Ire- 
land as refers to the donation to Irish Methodism be referred to the 
Committee on the Centenary of Methodism. 

Resolved, That we reciprocate the kind expression of the Irish 
representative, and tender him a cordial welcome to the Conference, 
to American Methodism, and to the United States. 


The Committee on Missions was called and retired Committee on 
Missions retir- 


to organize. ed to organize. 
The call of Conferences was resumed. 
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EAST BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


James M’K. Reiley offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed on the State 
of the Work among the People of Color. 


The Committee on Missions reported that they had 
organized by appointing William H. Goode Chairman, 
and Isaac W. Wiley Secretary. 

The Committee on Education was called, and re- 
tired to organize. 

The call of Conferences was resumed. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of James Hill, the following resolutions 
were adopted, namely: 


Whereas, The General Conference of the African Methodist Epis- 
copal Church is now in session in this city; and 

Whereas the Church represented in said Conference was once-a 
part of the Methodist Episcopal Church > and 

Whereas said Chureh has been deprived of our Christian sympa- 
tby and fraternity for many years; and 

Whereas they have claims upon us for our sympathy and prayers 
and recognition of them as a Christian Chureh : therefore, 

ftesowed, That a deputation, consisting of five members of this 
body, be sent from this General Conference to the General Confer- 
ence of the African Methodist Episcopal Church to convey to them 
our fraternal greetings, and an expression of our Christian sympathy. 

Fesolved, That we will cordially receive a similar deputation from 
said Conference should it be their pleasure to appoint it. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Benjamin F. Crary, the following res- 
olution was adopted, namely : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Episecopacy be requested to in- 


quire into the expediency of dividing our work into Episcopal Dis- 
tricts, and of designating the place where each bishop shall reside. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


On motion of John H. Twombly, the following res- 
olution was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the bishops be and hereby are respectfully re- 
quested to make such communication and suggestions to this Gen- 
eral Conference as they may deem desirable or necessary, at such 
time as may be most convenient for them. 
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John H. Twombly offered the following resolution, 
namely : . 

Resolvéd, That the Standing Committees be, and hereby are, in- 
structed to report to the Conference their action on all the resolu- 


tions referred to them for consideration, and that they do this at 
their earliest convenience ; 


which, on motion of George D. Chenoweth, was laid 


on the table. 

On motion of Benjamin F. Crary, it was agreed that 
when Conference adjourn it shall be to three o’clock 
this afternoon. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE, 


William H. Ferris offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely: 


Resolved, That we respectfully request the Committee on Revisals 
to take into consideration the propriety of so changing the Disci- 
pline, Part IT, § 4, quest. 1, ans. 1, as to make it read, 

Question 1. Of whom shall the Quarterly Conference be com- 
posed? 8 

Answer 1. Of all the traveling and local preachers, exhorters, 
stewards, class-leaders, and trustees of the circuit or station, and 
the first male superintendent of our Sunday-schools, being mem- 
bers of our Church. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


Daniel Curry submitted the following resolution, and 
it was adopted, namely : 

Whereas, It appears by the Journal of the New York East Con- 
ference that Rev. W. H. Norris discharged the office of Presiding 
Elder of the Long Island District of that Conference at five success- 
ive sessions: therefore, 

Resolwed, That the Committee on the Episcopacy inquire and re- 
port by what authority said Presiding Elder so acted during any 
part of the fifth year. 

Daniel Curry also moved the following resolution, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be requested to con- 
sider the expediency, whenever practicable, of conforming the bound- 
aries of Annual Conferences to State lines. 


Moses Hill moved to lay it on the table, which motion 
was lost, and the resolution was adopted. 


\ 
NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Henry Whiteman offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Rule, chap. x, § ii, rule iv, 
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p. 132, by striking out at the close of answer 2 the words “shall 
be expelled” and inserting “be brought to trial as for other im- 
moralities,” so that it shall read: ‘Any person refusing to abide 
by such judgment shall be tried as for other immoralities.” 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Rule, chap. x, § ii, rule v, 
p. 133, by striking out the words “excluded the Church,” and 
inserting the words “be brought to trial as for other immoralities ;”” 
so that the Rule may read, commencing in the 10th line, “in case 
the debtor refuses to comply, he shall be brought to trial as for other 
immoralities,”” ' 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 


Charles A. Holmes offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely : 


Lesolved, That the Rey. William L. Thornton, M.A., is hereby re- 
spectfully requested to preach a sermon before this General Confer- 
ence at some time during the session convenient to himself. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


Samuel C. Brown offered the following resolution, | 
which, on motion of William H. Goode, was laid on the 
table, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of so changing the Discipline on the 
subject of the appointment of stewards as to make them elective by 
the Churches instead of nominative by the preacher and elective 
by the Quarterly Conference. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Thomas M. Eddy the following rego- 
lution was adopted, namely : 

Fesowed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
and report what modifications, if any, are needed in the order of 


public worship to secure uniformity and greater solemnity in the 
worship of the sanctuary. 


SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


Thomas H. Lynch offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely : 


Fesolved, That in order to avoid unnecessary conflict in the gses- 
sions of the committees ordered by this Conference, the chairmen 
of the several standing committees meet immediately after organiza- 
tion and arrange the times and places of meeting. 


WYOMING CONFERENCE, 


Henry Brownscombe offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted, namely : 
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Resolved, That the superintendents be and they are hereby re- 
spectfully requested to deliver their Quadrennial Address, should it 
suit their convenience, on to-morrow, at ten o'clock A.M. 


The Committee of Arrangements for Fast-day Serv- 
ices submitted their report, which was adopted, as 
follows: 


The committee to make arrangements for the observance of the 
day of fasting and prayer, in view of our present condition as a na- 
tion, appointed by the General Conference for Friday next, the sixth 
instant, respectfully report: 

They recommend that public religious services be held at the 
hours of half past ten in the morning, three in the afternoon, and 
a quarter before eight o’clock in the evening, in three of our 
churches in this city, namely: in Union, the seat of General Confer- 
ence; Green-street, in, Green above Fourth; and Salem, at the 
corner of Lumbard and Juniper. - 


At the Unton.—Sorning : Bishop Morris to preside. 
Opening Address by presiding officer. 

Prayer. 

Address by Dr. Calvin Kingsley, of the Erie Conference. 
Prayer. 

Address by Dr. Thomson, of the North Ohio Conference. 
Prayer. 


* 


Afternoon: Bishop Janes to preside. 

Opening Address by presiding officer. 

Prayer. 

Address by Dr. Charles Elliott, of the Iowa Conference. 
Prayer. 

Address of Dr. Jesse T. Peck, of California. 

Prayer. 


Evening: Rey. George Webber, of Maine Conference, to preside. 
Opening Address by presiding officer. 


Prayer. : 
Address by Rev. Nicholas J. B. Morgan, of Baltimore Conference. 


Prayer. 
Address by Rev. Robert M. Hatfield, of New York East Con- 


ference. 
Prayer. 


At Green-street.— Morning: Bishop Scott to preside. 
Opening Address by presiding officer. 

Prayer. 

Address by Dr. Randolph S. Foster, of New York Conference. 


Prayer. 
Address by Dr. Joseph Cummings, of New England Conference. 


Prayer. 


- Afternoon: Bishop Simpson to preside. — 
Opening Address by presiding officer. 


Prayer. t 
Address by Rev. James M’K. Reiley, of East Baltimore. 


Prayer. ‘ 
Address by Dr. Daniel Wise, of Providence Conference. 


Prayer. 
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May 4. Evening: Rev. Granville Moody, of Cincinnati Conference, to 

Tuirp Day. preside. 

Morning. Opening Address by presiding officer. 
Prayer. 
Address by Dr. John M. Reid, of East Genesee Conference., e 
Prayer. 
‘hadvens by Dr. Thomas M. Eddy, of Rock River Conference. 
Prayer. 


At SaLemM.—Worning: Bishop Baker to preside. 

Opening Address by presiding officer. 

Prayer. 

Address by Rev. Joseph B. Wakeley, of New York Conference. 

Prayer. 

sh aareae by Rev. Nathan Shumate, of Missouri and Arkansas 
Conference. 

Prayer. 


Afternoon: Bishop Ames to preside. 
Opening Address by presiding officer. 
Prayer. 
Address by Rev. Isaac W. Wiley, M.D., of Newark Conference. 
Prayer. 

» Address by Rev. Charles A. Holmes, of Pittsburgh Conference. 
Prayer. 


Evening: Dr. Joseph M. Trimble, of Ohio Conference, to preside. 
Opening Address by presiding officer. 


Prayer. 

Address by Rey. Samuel D. Brown, of Troy Conference. 
Prayer. 

Address by Rev. Moses Hill, of Erie Conference. 
Prayer. 


It is suggested that each service continue an hour and a half. 
Other exercises, not mentioned in this programme, are left to the 
judgment of the presiding officer. Respectfully submitted, 


GRANVILLE Moopy, 

Davin W. Bartine, 

SaMUEL Y. MONROE, 
Committee. 


some tee on The Committee on Education reported that they had 
5 or- 
ganized. organized, by appointing Frederick Merrick Chair- 
man, and Jabez Brooks Secretary. 
a The Committee on Lay Delegation was called, and 
tion called” retired for organization. 
Contsinee Ad- On motion of Edwin E. Griswold, Conference ad- 
journed. 
After singing the Dolor the Benediction. was 


pronounced by J ames B. Corrington. 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 4. 


Conference met at three o’clock, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, Bishop Ames in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Leonard B. Gurley, of the Central Ohio Conference. 

The Journal of this morning was read and approved. 

The Committee on Lay Delegation reported that 
they had organized, by appointing Edward Thomson 
Chairman, and Henry C. Benson Secretary. 

On motion of Gardner Baker, the order of business 
was suspended for the purpose of introducing the Rev. 
James Gardiner and Rev. Samuel Morrison, Delegates 
from the General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in Canada. They were then presented to 
the Conference by Bishop Ames, and their credentials 
were read by the Secretary. 

The order of business was resumed, and the list of 
Conferences was called: for the presentation of peti- 
tions, memorials, and appeals, and they were presented 
‘and referred, as follows: 


BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


On motion of John W. Armstrong, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation was referred to 
the Committee on Lay Delegation; and, on motion of 
Tsaac 8. Bingham, so much as relates to the Division 
of the Conference to the Committee on Boundaries; 
and, on motion of James Erwin, so much as relates to 
Slavery, the Christian Commission, and the State of 
the Country, was referred to the committees respect- 
ively on those subjects; and so much as relates to the 
Extension of Time was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Richard Haney, so much of the Journal 
as relates to the Supernumerary Relation was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals; and so much as relates 
to the State of the Country was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Country. 
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EAST BALTIMORE CONFERENCE, 


.On motion of Charles B. Tippett, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the Supernumerary Relation was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


On motion of Lucius H. King, it was ordered that 


all matters relating to the Supernumerary Relation be 


referred to the Committee on Itinerancy, and that this 
order shall apply to all matters on that subject hith- 
erto referred to other committees. 


ERIE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Calvin Kingsley, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to Boundaries, State of the Country, Lay 
Delegation, and the Christian Commission was referred 
to the committees on those subjects respectively. 


. ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


William H. H. Moore presented a Certificate of Con- 
currence of the Illinois Conference with the action of 
the New Jersey Conference on the Supernumerary 
Relation, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


William M’K. Hester presented memorials relating 
to Conference Boundaries, as follows: One from the 
preachers on Evansville District, signed by William 
M’K. Hester and twelve others; one from preachers 
on New Albany District, signed by D. M’Intire and 
ten others; one from the Quarterly Conference of Cen- 
tenary Charge, New Albany; one from Wesley Chapel 
Quarterly Conference, New Albany; one. from Rob- 
erts and M’Kendree Chapels Quarterly Conference; 
one from John-street Charge, New Albany; and one 
from Lanesville Circuit Quarterly Conference ; and they 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

James H. Noble presented memorials as follows on 
the subject of Conference Boundaries: One from Bed- 
ford, signed by A. Turner and seven official members; 
one from Orangeville Quarterly Conference, signed by 
Harvey Denny and others; one from Brownstown 
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Quarterly Conference; one from Leesville Quarterly 
Conference; one from Orleans and Mitchell Quarterly 
Conference; one from the Quarterly Conferences of 

larksburgh, Bloomfield, Poole, and Wickliffe ; one from 
Houston Circuit, signed by W. L. Boston and sixteen 
others; and one from the preachers of Mitchell Dis- 
trict, signed by I. N. Thompson and thirteen others; 
and they were referred to the Committee on Bounda- 
ries. 

KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Hugh D. Fisher, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to the State of the Church was referred 
to the Committee on Missions; and so much as relates 
to the Enlargement of the Central Christian Advocate 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern; 
and so much as relates to the Residence of a Bishop 
West of the Mississippi was referred to the Committee 
on Episcopacy. , 


KENTUCKY CONFERENCE, 


On motion of Lemuel M. Reeves, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Boundaries was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


MAINE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Charles F. Allen, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to the Supernumerary Relation and to 
the State of the Country was referred to the appropri- 
ate committees. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


Benjamin F. Crary presented two memorials asking 
that a Book Depository be established at St. Paul; one 
from the preachers of St. Paul District Preachers’ 
Association; and one from Rochester charge, signed 
by W. A. Chambers and ten others, and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


NEBRASKA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Henry T. Davis, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to Slavery, Lay Delegation, and State of 
5 
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the Country was referred to the committees severally 
on those subjects; and the Appeal of Isaac Chivington 
was referred to the Committee on Appeals. 


NEWARK CONFERENCE. 


Stacey W. Hilliard presented a petition from Mount 
Zion charge asking that they be transferred to New 
Jersey Conference, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. ; 


NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Elisha Adams, so much of the Journal 
as relates to the Form of a Letter of Church Member- 
ship was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE. 


On motion of William E. Perry, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the State of the Country, and 
to the Sanitary Commission and Christian Commis- 
sion, was referred to the respective Committees on 
those subjects, : 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Edward Thomson, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation, State of the 
Country, and the German Work was referred to the 
proper Committees. 


NORTHWEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Thomas C. Golden presented a memorial, signed by 


' Rev. J. E. Springer and nine others of Eau Clare 


ONEIDA, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Quarterly Conference, asking a change of the General 
Rule on Slavery, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Slavery. 


ONEIDA CONFERENCE, 


On motion of Albert S. Graves, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the Northern Christian Advocate 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Joseph Castle, so much of the Journal 
as relates to Church Records, Supernumerary Relation, 
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and Examining Committees, and Lectures, was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy; and so much as re- 
lates to a Branch Book Concern, and to a Church 
paper in Philadelphia, to the Committee on the Book 
Concern; and so much as relates to a division of the 
Conference, to the Committee on Boundaries. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Samuel C. Brown, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Lay Delegation to the Commit- 
tee on Lay Delegation. 


SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Giles C. Smith, so much of the Journal 
as relates to the Centenary of Methodism was referred 
to the committee on that subject. He also presented 
a memorial from Madison District Ministerial Associa- 
tion on Boundaries, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. ; 


WESTERN IOWA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Sanford Haines, so much of the Journal 
as relates to the State of the Country was referred to 
the committee on that subject. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Matthew Bennett, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Church Records was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals ; and so much as’ relates 
to Members of Conferences attending Biblical Insti- 
tutes was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Caleb D. Pillsbury, so much of the 
Journal as relates to a Danish Paper was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern; and so much as 
relates to the Supernumerary Relation, to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the appeal of A. P. Allen, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Appeals. 


WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Horatio R. Clark, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Slavery was referred to the Com- 
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mittee on Slavery; and so much as relates to the 
Northern Christian Advocate, to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. «ia 


WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of James Drummond, so much of the 
Journal of 1864 as relates to the State of the Country 
was referred to the committee on that subject. 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


Henry C. Benson presented a memorial from A. 
Bland on the subject of Boundaries, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. Z 

Daniel Curry presented a memorial from Daniel 
Ayers and G. P. Disosway on Infant Baptism, ete., 
and it was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools. 

On motion of the Secretary, it was ordered that 
henceforth, at the close of the call for petitions, memo- 
rials, and appeals, the roll of Conferences be called in 
order for the presentation of miscellaneous business. 

The Chair called the list of Conferences, and miscel- 
laneous business was presented and acted upon as 
follows: 


BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Isaac S. Bingham offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 

Resowed, That the Book Agents at New York be instructed to 


supply all orders made for the Sunday-School Advocate without re- 
gard to the time when the order is made. 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE, 


On motion of Henry C. Benson the following reso- 
lution was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing for the election by this Conference 
of an Assistant Missionary Secretary for the Conferences and work 
upon the Pacific coast. 
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MICHIGAN CONFERENCE, 


Henry Penfield submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of striking out the word ‘‘men” and inserting 


“persons” in the answer to quest. 1, chap. ix, page 124, so that it 
shall read, ‘‘They shall be persons of solid piety,” ete. 


NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE. 


Samuel Y. Monroe offered the following resolution: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to pre- 
pare such amendments to the Discipline as may be necessary to re- 
store the Supernumerary Relation, and report the same early to this 
body. 


A motion of Kasimir P. Jervis to lay the resolution 
on the table was lost, after which Thomas H. Lynch 
moved so to amend the resolution as to make it one of 
inquiry rather than instruction. Pending the discus- 
sion of the amendment, the mover withdrew the resolu- 
tion. 

The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tract Cause 
reported that they had organized by appointing James 
Porter Chairman, and Oliver 8. Munsell Secretary. 

The Committee on Revisals was called, and retired 
for organization. 

The Chair announced the following special commit- 
tees, namely : 

Committee on the Christian Commission: George 
Peck, James Erwin, Joseph M. Trimble, Seth Reed, 

Robert M. Hatfield, Jonathan T. Crane, Benjamin F. 
Crary, James M. Fuller, Thomas E. Corkhill, Richard 
Haney, Joseph Colby, John Lanahan, Samuel H. Nes- 
bit, Orange V. Lemon, John W. Reger. 

Committee on the Pastoral Address: Calvin Kings- 
ley, Joseph Castle, Jesse T. Peck, Leonard B. Gurley, 
Elisha Adams, Nelson E. Cobleigh, William H. Ferris. 

Committee on the Hapenses of Delegates: John H. 
Twombly, William H. Olin, Desevignia Starks, Hen- 
ry Penfield, Robert E. Guthrie, Caleb D. Pillsbury, 
Abraham K. Street. 

Committee on the Bible Cause: Daniel Curry, James 
WK. Reiley, Alpha J. Kynett, Ralph W. Allen, Philip 
Kuhl, Henry C. Benson, Charles A. Holmes. 
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Committee on the Temperance Cause: Thomas M. 
Eddy, John V. R. Miller, William M’Combs, Samuel 
C. Brown, Augustus C. George, Putnam P. Ray, 
Henry Whiteman. 

Committee on Freedmen: Edward Thomson, George 
Webber, Samuel Y. Monroe, John L. Smith, Thomas 
H. Lynch, John W. Lindsay, James B. Corrington, 
Calvin Kingsley. 

Committee on Temporal Economy: James Porter}. 
Gardner Baker, Charles B. Tippett, Morris D’C. Craw- 
ford, Luke Hitchcock, Chauncey Hobart, James Hill. 

Committee on the Reply to the British and Irish 
Wesleyan Conferences: Edward. Thomson, Charles 
Elliott, Joseph Cummings, John M. Reid, Isaac N. 
Baird. 

Committee on the Centenary of American Method- 
ism. David Patten, John P. Durbin, Thomas Carlton, 
Adam Poe, Joseph M. Trimble, Jesse T. Peck, Joseph 
B. Wakeley. 

On motion of Morris D’C. Crawford, the Conference 
ordered that when the Committee on Revisals shall 
report its organization, then the Committees on the Ger- 
man Work and on the State of the Country shall be 
called and permitted to retire for organization, and 
report the result of their action to-morrow morning. 

The Chair resumed the call of Conferences for the 
presentation of miscellaneous business. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


William H. Ferris offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Reyisals be respectfully re- 
quested to inquire into the propriety of so altering the Discipline, 
chap. i, § 4, as to introduce the following question into the list 
of questions to be asked the Quarterly Conference: ‘‘Ig the rule 
of Discipline respecting spirituous liquors observed ?” 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE, 


Isaac N. Baird offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools is requested to 
inquire into the expedience of so changing the Discipline as to make 
the following the third answer to the question on page 207: ‘* What 
shall we do for the moral and religious instruction of children?” 
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(GS It shall be the duty of each presiding elder to bring the sub- May 4. 
ject of Sunday-schools before the first Quarterly Conference of each °Tarrp Day. 
year; and said Conference shall proceed to appoint a Committee of Afternoon. 
not less than three nor more than nine, to be called the Sunday-School 
Committee, whose duty it shall be to aid the preachers and officers 
of schools in procuring suitable teachers, and promoting in all 
proper ways the attendance of children, and in raising money to 
meet the expenses of the school or schools of the charge. 

Resowed, That the fourth question, page 57, in proceedings of 
Quarterly Conferences be conformed to the above change, being 
made to read, “ Who constitute the Sabbath-School Committee?” 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE, Rook River. 


Thomas M. Eddy offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely: 


ResoWwed, That Rev. James Hill be Railroad Certificate Secretary 
for Indiana and Central Ohio.. 

On motion of Samuel A. W. Jewett, the following 
resolution was adopted, namely: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of so changing the order of questions for Quarterly 
Conferences, page 57 Discipline, that all those questions which are 


only used in the business of the fourth Quarterly Conference be 
placed last in the list of questions. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. Wast ‘Wiscon- 
‘ SIN. 
James Lawson offered the following resolution, 


which was adopted, namely: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of so altering ans. 3, quest. 5, § 4, chap. i, 
Part I, page 57, to read: ‘Is there a written report of the number 
and state of the Sabbath-schools, of the religious instruction of the 
children, and is the rule in reference to baptized children attended 
to?” 


On motion of James W. Lowe, it was ordered that 
the Committee on the German Work meet for organ- 
ization immediately after the adjournment of Confer- 
ence, and that the Committee on the State of the 
Country meet for the same purpose to-morrow morn- 
ing at eight o’clock. 

The Committee on Revisals reported an organization Committee on 
by the appointment of Davis W. Clark Chairman, — ganized. 
and Samuel C. Brown Secretary. 

The Committees on the German Work and on the 
State of the Country were then called, and, on motion, 
the Conference adjourned. After the Doxology was 
sung, the Benediction was pronounced by James 


‘Drummond. 


72 


May 5. 
Fourta Day. 


Opening Con- 
ference. 


Journal read 
and approved. 


Committee on 
German Work 
organized. 


Committee on 
State of the 
Country or- 
ganized. 


Additional See- 
retary ap- 
pointed. 


: 


Places of Meet- 
ing of Com- 
mInittees, 


Address of the 
Canada Con- 
ference read. 


Delegates 
Canada 


of 
Con- 
ference address 
theConference. 


Address of Can- 
adaConference 
referred. 


Change in Com- 
mittee on Ex- 
penses of Del- 
egates, 


Address of the 
Bishops read. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1864. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 5, 1864. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Morris in the 
chair. 

The religious services were conducted by William 
Young, of the Cincinnati Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday afternoon was read and 
approved. 

The Committee on the German Work reported that 
they had organized by appointing George Peck Chair- 
man, and Israel C. Pershing Secretary. 

The Committee on the State of the Country reported 
an organization by the election of Joseph Cummings 
Chairman, and Granville Moody Secretary. 

On motion of the Secretary, Richard W. Keeler, 
of the Upper Iowa Conference, was appointed Assist- 
ant Secretary. 

Joseph M. Trimble reported the places of meeting 
for the several Standing Committees, as agreed upon 
by the chairmen thereof; and, on motion of Davis W. 
Clark, it was ordered that the report be printed in the 
pamphlet containing Rules of Order, list of Standing 
Committees, ete. > 

On motion of Lucius H. King, the order of business 
was suspended, and the Address from the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Can- 
ada was read by the Secretary. [For Address, see 
Appendix B, VI.] 

Rev. James Gardiner and Rev. Samuel Morrison, 
delegates, and Rev. Bishop Richardson, a visitor, all 
of the Canadian Methodist Episcopal Church, then 
addressed the Conference. 

On motion of John M. Reid, the Address of the 
Conference was referred to the Committee appointed 
to reply to the Addresses from the British and Irish 
Wesleyan Conferences. 

John H. Twombly, at his own request, was excused 
from serving on the Committee on Expenses of Dele- 
gates ; and, on his motion, David Sherman was appoint- 
ed in his stead. 

On motion of Daniel Wise, the order of the day 
was taken up, and Bishop Scott read the Quadrennial: 
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Address of the Bishops. [For Address of the Bishops, 
see Appendia A, I.] 
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The following resolution, offered by Samuel C. Brown, Order to print. 


was accepted by Lucius H. King as a substitute for 
one offered by himself relating to the same subject, 
and it was adopted: 


resolved, That the Book Agents be instructed to print ten thou-' 


sand copies of the Episcopal Address in pamphlet form, and that 


the same be distributed pro rata among the delegates of this body, © 


according to the number of delegates from each Conference. 


On motion of Thomas Carlton, it was ordered that 
the Address be published in the Advocate, and in all 
our Church papers. 

Isaac 8. Bingham moved the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That this General Conference request that all the pastors 
of our Church read the Episcopal Address, this day made to the 


Conference, to all their congregations on Sunday, or other day of 
public worship, at as early a day as possible; 


but the motion was lost by a vote of 64 to 92. 

On motion of Jesse T. Peck, different portions. of the 
Address of the Bishops were referred, as follows: 

So much as relates to Episcopal Supervision in Africa, 
to the Committee on Missions; so much as relates to 
Schools and Colleges, to the Committee on Education ; 
so much as relates to Lay Delegation, to the Committee 
on Lay Delegation; so much as relates to German 
Conferences, to the Committee on the German Work; 
so much as relates to Destitute Fields in the South, to 
the Committee on Missions; so much as relates to the 
Reception of Ministers and Members from the South, 
to the Committee on Revisals; and so much as relates 
to the Centenary of Methodism, to the Committee on 
the Centenary of Methodism. 

He also moved that so.much as contains the Rec- 
ommendation that no Members shall be admitted who 
are Slaveholders, or who are Tainted with Treason, be 
referred to the Committee on Revisals; but, on motion 
of Calvin Kingsley, it was referred to the Committee 
on Slavery. 

On motion of Lucius H. King, so much of the Ad- 
dress as relates to the State of the Country, to Sanday: 


Parts referred. 
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schools, and to the Book Concern, was referred to the 
committees on those subjects respectively; and so 
much as relates to Biblical Institutes was referred to 
the Committee on Education. 

The following resolution, offered by John M. Reid, 
was adopted: 


fesolved, That the Committee on the State of the Country be re- 
quested to consider whether anything should be done in view of the 


‘lamentable death of Anthony Bewley. 


~ On motion of Adam Poe, Jacob Rothweiler was 


added to the Committee on the Christian and Sanitary 
Commissions. : 

Bostwick Hawley submitted the following preamble 
and resolution, and they were adopted: 


Whereas but two members—namely, Davis W. Clark and Free- 
born G. Hibbard—of the committee to whom were referred the 
Revised Rituals by the General Conference of 1860, with instruc- 
tions to hold over and report to this General Conference, are present 
and members of this body; and 

Whereas said committee did invite the delegates of this, as also 
of the last General Conference, to make to them any suggestions 
and additional revisions; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Rituals be increased by the 
addition of five to its original number; and when so enlarged, that 
they give opportunity for the reception of such suggestions as may 


. be made by members of this body. 


On motion of John M. Reid, all matters relating to 
the Reoccupation of Southern Territory, heretofore 
otherwise referred, were now referred to the Commit- 


tee on Missions. 


Addresses of 
1860 to Corre- 
sponding Bod- 
ies to be Pub- 
lished. 


Address of the 
Foreign Ger- 
man Mission 
Conference 
presented, 


James M’K. Reiley offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 


Fesowed, That so much of the Bishops’ Address as refers to the 


Religious Wants of the Colored People be referred to the committee 
on that subject. 


The Secretary stated that the last General Confer- 
ence gave direction that addresses sent to correspond- 
ing bodies should not be published till after they were 
received by those to whom they were sent, and that 
those addresses were therefore still unpublished ; 
Whereupon Davis W. Clark moved that they be pub- 
lished in an Addendum to the Journal of the present 
General Conference, and the motion prevailed. [See 
Addendum] 

John P. Durbin presented the Address of the For- 
eign German Mission Conference to this General Con- 
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ference, and on his motion it was referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 

Gardner Baker moved that when Conference adjourn 
it shall be till 84 o’clock Saturday morning, and the 
motion prevailed. 

Asahel 8. M’Coy offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Public Worship be requested to 
appoint a General Conference Love-feast in this Church on next 


Sabbath morning at 84 o’clock, and that our beloved senior Bishop 
Morris be requested to conduct the services. 


Adam Poe presented the report of the Book Agents, 
and Joseph M. Trimble the report of the Book Com- 
mittee, of the Western Book Concern; and Thomas 
Carlton presented the report of the Book Agents, and 
Gardner Baker the report of the Book Committee, of 
the Book Concern at New York; and they were referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. [For the fore- 
going Reports, see Appendix O, I, I, UI, and IV.] 

Daniel Wise presented the Report of the Tract 
Society, and it was referred to the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tract Cause. [For Report, see Ap- 
pendix L, I.] 

Conference adjourned. After the Doxology was 
sung the Benediction was pronounced by Rey. W. L. 
Thornton, delegate from the British Conference. | 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 7. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Janes in the 
chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Thomas C. Gardner, of the Detroit Conference. 

Thomas H. Pearne, of the Oregon Conference, ap- 
peared and took his seat as a member of this body. 

The Chair called the list of Conferences for the pres- 
entation of petitions, memorials, and appeals; and 
they were presented and referred as follows, namely : 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


Nicholas J. B. Morgan presented a memorial from 
sundry charges of colored members in Baltimore city, 
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signed by Rev. Joseph Young and thirty-one others, 
nearly all of whom are preachers, asking for the rights 
and privileges of an Annual Conference, and remon- 
strating against all attempts to separate them from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and it was referred to 
the Committee on the State of the Work among the 
People of Color. 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


Isaac Owen presented a memorial from the preach- 
ers of Washoe District against the construction of a 
new Conference at this time in that territory, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Thomas H. Wilson presented the memorial of James 
S. Cunningham and thirty-two others, members of 
Woodgrove Society, asking to be transferred to the 
Ohio Conference, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

William L. Harris presented a communication from 
the Sunday-School Union, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tract Cause. 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


William Nast presented a memorial from H. Henke, 
and others of the German Ohio District, asking cer- 
tain changes in the Discipline, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. / 

Moses Smith presented a memorial, with accompany- 
ing documents, from the Ladies’ Home Mission of the 
City of Cincinnati, asking for a change in the Disci- 
pline, and it was referred to the Committee on Missions. 


EAST BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


Benjamin B. Hamlin presented a memorial on 
boundaries, from Russel M’Murray and seventy others, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Charles B. Tippett presented a memorial from Dr. 
G. C. M. Roberts, asking a donation of books for 
the American Methodist Historical Society, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 
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He also presented a memorial from T. A. Goodwin 


concerning the Central Christian Advocate, and it was 


referred to the same committee. 


ERIE CONFERENCE. 


Richard A. Caruthers presented two memorials on 
Boundaries: One from Henry Smith and twenty-three 
others, and one from O. 8S. Wolf and twenty-seven 
others, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


James P. Dimmitt presented the appeal of B. F. 
Northeot, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Appeals. 

On motion of Robert E. Guthrie, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the State of the Country was 
referred to the committee on that subject; and on 
motion of Henry F. Koeneke, so much as relates to 
the German Work was referred to the Committee on 
the German Work. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


George W. Walker presented a remonstrance from 
Rockport District against any change of boundaries ; 
and James Hill presented remonstrances of like im- 
port, one from Morgantown Circuit, and one from 
the Quarterly Conference of Williamsburgh Circuit, 
signed by nineteen members of Quarterly Conference, 
and they were all referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


IOWA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Thomas E. Corkhill, so much of the 
Journal as relates to changes in the Discipline was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


Joseph Denison presented the memorial of the 
Conference on Missionary Work and Episcopal Super- 
intendence in Kansas, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. 
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MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Thomas H. Sinex, so much of the Jour- 
nal as regards the trial of a member of Conference and 
the taking of testimony was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. . He also presented a memorial from 
R. Sapp, on Revision of Discipline, and it was referred 
to the same committee. 

Henry Penfield presented a memorial from Niles, on 
the subject of Lay Delegation, and it was appropri- 
ately referred. 

MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


4 


On motion of Jabez Brooks, so much of the Journal 
as relates to Scandinavian Publications was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


Joseph Cummings presented a memorial, from the 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, in relation 
to Missions, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Missions. 

NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


William H. Ferris presented the memorial of Charles 
D. Wood and thirty-two others asking a change of 
boundary, and it was referred to the Committee on 


Boundaries. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Edwin E. Griswold, so much of the 
Journal as relates to. Church Extension, together with 
a paper on that subject, was referred to the Committee 
on Temporal Economy; and so much as relates. to 
Church Records was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE, 


Orange V. Lemon presented a memorial from mem- 
bers of the four Indiana Conferences at Indianapolis, 
and from ninety others, asking that the Churches in 
that city be put into one Conference, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 


» 
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NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Henry Whiteman presented the memorial of Y. C. 
Case and other official members of Crestline Station, 
Central Ohio Conference, asking to be transferred to 
North Ohio Conference, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTHWEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE, 


So much of the Journal as relates to Boundaries 
was, on motion of Thomas C. Golden, referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Joseph M. Trimble presented a memorial from S. C. 
Frampton and eight others on the subject of Church 
Trustees, and it was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals; and on his motion, so much of the Journal’ as 
relates to the subject of Temporal Economy was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Temporal Economy. 

: Bishop Morris presented the complaint of Joseph 
Counts, of Chilicothe, Ohio, against the decision of 
the president of the Ohio Conference, at its session in 
1863, on a question of law, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 


OREGON CONFERENCE. 


James H. Wilbur presented the appeal of G. M. 
Berry, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Appeals. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


William M’Combs presented a memorial from J. 
Pastorfield and four others, members of the Philadel- 
phia Conference, on the Present Mode of Examining 
Character in Open Conference, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

James Cunningham presented a memorial from J. B. 
M’Cullough, of the Philadelphia Conference, concerning 
Changes of Discipline, and it was referred, to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 
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ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Samuel A. W. Jewett presented a memorial of E. Q. 
Fuller on plan of Quarterly Conference Business, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals; and on 
his motion, so much of the Journal as relates to the 
Adoption of a Swedish Paper in Chicago was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern; and so much 


‘as relates to Libraries for Adult Members of our Sun-. 


day-Schools was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tract Cause; and so much as relates to the 
Examination of Church Records to the Committee on 
Revisals, 

Thomas M. Eddy presented a memorial from Wabash 
Avenue Church, Chicago, on Extension of Time, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

William T. Harlow presented a memorial from Men- 
dota District on a Plan for District Conferences, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Williamson Terrill, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the Reception of Ministers and 
Members from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

Giles C. Smith presented two memorials from Con- 
nersville District Ministerial Association on the subject 
of Boundaries, and one on Extension of Time, and they 
were referred to the Committees on Boundaries and 
Itinerancy respectively. He also presented a memorial 
from the Quarterly Conference of Jeffersonville Station 
on the case of William H. Sheets, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Appeals. 


TROY CONFERENCE. 


Stephen D. Brown presented two memorials on Bound- 
aries: One from the Troy Annual Conference, and one 
from ministers and laymen on Burlington and St. Al- 
bans Districts, and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. He also presented sundry 
petitions from the bounds of Vermont Conference ask- 
ing to be restored to the Troy Conference, as follows: 
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One petition from Lincoln, signed by C. A. Stevens and 
thirteen others; one from Starksborough, signed by 
S. D. Holcomb and ten others; one from Williston, 
signed by Theodore Cady and three others; one from 
Monkton, signed by James Dart and fifteen others; one 
from Hinesburgh, signed by A. J. Corey and sixteen 
others; one from Ripton, signed by Ira Boynton and 
thirteen others; one from Burlington, signed by J. K. 
Gray and seventeen others; one from Bristol, signed 
by Stillman White and nine others; one from Salisbury, 
signed by E. Farnsworth and four others; one from 
Weybridge, signed by Jason Stowe and nine others; 
one from Bridport and Shoreham, signed by J. Grov- 
enor and eighteen others; one from Middleburgh, 
signed by M. Ludlum and forty-seven others; and the 
resolutions of Sheldon Quarterly Conference, and they 
were all referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
He also presented a memorial from State-street Church, 
Troy, signed by L. R. Avery and twenty-two others, 
on Extension of Time of Ministerial Service; on Mod- 
ification of the Presiding Eldership ; and one on Lay 
Delegation. The two former were referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy, and the latter to the Com- 
mittee on Lay Delegation. 

Oren Gregg presented a memorial on Boundaries 
from Swanton, Vermont Conference, signed by D. E. 
Brundage and eighteen others, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE. 


Alpha J. Kynett presented four memorials from 
Davenport District : One on Episcopal Districts, which 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy; one 
on Extension of Time, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy; one on Lay Delegation, 
which was referred to the Committee on Lay Del- 
egation; and one asking a Revision of the Chapter 
on the Means of Grace, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Matthew Bennett presented a petition relative to 
the line between the West and Northwest Wisconsin 
6 
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May 7. Conferences, signed by A. Brunson and ten others, of 
Pam Dax. the Prairie du Chien District, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 
pepe ce Y: L. On motion of James Lawson, so much of the Journal 
as relates to the Appeal of J. L. Williams from the 
Decision of Elmore Yocum, a chairman appointed by 
the bishop in. a select number, was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy; and so much as relates to 
Boundaries, to the Committee on Boundaries. 


if 

Wisconsin, : WISCONSIN CONFERENCE, 

Remonstranees Samuel C. Thomas presented remonstrances against 

ow coe any Change in Conference Boundaries, as follows: 

Bomntariet | One irom Spring-street, Milwaukee, signed by H. W. 
Goodall and ten other official members; one from Sum- 
merfield Station, Milwaukee, signed by Edward Emery 
and five other official members; one from Asbury 
Charge, Milwaukee, signed by P. M. Peterson and five 
other official members; one from William H. Samp- 
son and sixteen others, all the pastors of Milwaukee 
District ; one from Empire; one from Cascade, signed 
by William Ford and four others; one from Kewanee - 
and Gibson, signed by William Stevens and thirty-nine’ 
others; one from Iron Bridge, signed by A. Butler 
and seventeen others; one from Cascade, signed by 
William Mitchell and twenty-five others; one from 
Neosho, signed by P. M. Putnam and seventeen oth- 
ers; one from Waukesha, signed by T. D. Cook and 
nine others; one from West Granville, signed by S. S. 
Clark and ten others; one from Oconomowoe, signed 
by G. H. Simmons and eight others; one from White- 
water, signed by Daniel Smith and ten others; one 
from Mequon, signed by H. L. Chamberlain and seven 
others; one from Rome, signed by F. M. Holbrook 
and six others; and one from Lamartine, signed by 
Nathaniel Swift and fourteen others; and they were 
all referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Matthias Himebaugh presented a memorial from the 
pastors of Appleton District, and also one from the 
following thirteen quarterly conferences, namely: 
Wankan, Berlin, Onaro, Oshkosh, Appleton, Neenah, 
Menasha, Green Bay, New London, Depere, Medina, 
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Nekima, and Ogdensburgh, against any change of 
Conference Boundaries, signed by R. Hurlburt and 
one hundred and fourteen other official members, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion of Henry Bannister, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to Conference Boundaries was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries; and so much as re- 
lates to the Bishops’ Decisions, to the Committee on 
Episcopacy. 

The Chair presented a memorial from the India Mis- 
sion, and it was referred to the Committee on Missions ; 
also one from J. T. Hildreth on the Use of Tobacco, 
and at the request of the petitioner it was referred to 
the Committee on Slavery. 

Reports of standing committees being in order, 
Frederick Merrick, Chairman of the Committee on 
Education, made the following report, which was 
adopted : 


The Committee on Education ask leave to report in part. They 


offer for adoption by the Conference the following resolution: 

Resoled, That an educational meeting be held during the present 

session of the Conference, at such time and place as may be fixed 
upon by the Committee on Education; and that the same commit- 
tee make the necessary arrangements for holding said meeting. 

William H. Goode, Chairman of the Committee on 
Missions, submitted Report No. I on the subject of 
Missions, and, on motion of Isaac N. Baird, it was laid 
on the table to be printed. He also reported back a 
resolution of the Board of Managers of the Missionary 
Society relating to the German Work, and it was re- 
ferred to the committee on that subject. 

Charles B. Tippett, Chairman of the Committee on 
the Book Concern, reported back a memorial from the 
editor of the Swedish Paper in the Northwest, relating 
to Swedish Missionaries and a Swedish Paper, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

The list: of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of miscellaneous business, and the following reso- 
lutions were offered and acted upon, as follows: 


BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Gardner Baker offered the following resolutions: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of altering the Discipline, Part IT, § 12, page 85, 
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by adding after the words “‘ method of meeting a class,” in the fourth 
paragraph, the following: “and to report quarterly to the quarterly 
conference the spiritual condition of the classes severally, and the 
average number of attendance at the class-meetings.” So that the 
whole paragraph shall read as follows: ‘To appoint all the leaders, 
to change them when he sees it necessary, and to examine each 
of them with all possible exactness, at least once a quarter, con- 
cerning his method of meeting a class, and to report quarterly to the 
quarterly conferences the spiritual condition of the classes severally, 
and the average attendance at the class-meetings.” : 

Fesolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of altering the Discipline, Part II, chap. i, 
§ 4, page 58, by inserting among the questions to be asked in 
Quarterly Conferences the following: 

Are the rules respecting classes and class-meetings strictly ob- 
served? 


Williamson Terrill offered the following substitute 
for the question in the second resolution: 


Has the Rule concerning “members of our Church who willfully 
and repeatedly neglect to meet their class”” been faithfully admin- 
istered by the pastor? 


On motion of William H. Ferris, the substitute was 
laid on the table, and the resolution was adopted. 

Isaac S. Bingham offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the time of the session of the Gen- 
eral Conference, so that it shall meet on the first day of November 
instead of the first of May, quadrennially from the first of November 
next, and report thereon at an early day of this session. 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Isaac Owen, the following resolution 
was adopted: 


Resoled, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to in- 
quire into the propriety of so amending the Discipline in Part aT, 
chap. v, § 2, and page 108, as to strike out the word “accused ” in 
question 5, and insert the word “reported ;” and to strike out the 
words in the answer to said question, ‘‘The Conference shall inves- 
tigate the case, and if it appear that the complaint be well founded, 
and,” and insert the words ‘and if;” and after the word “ consent ” 
insert “by a two thirds vote,” so that the whole paragraph shall 
read: 

Quest. 5. What shall be done when a minister is reported of being 
So unacceptable, inefficient, or secular, as to be no longer useful in 
his work? ; 

Ans. If the accused will not voluntarily retire, the Conference may 
locate him without his consent by a two thirds vote, without a form- 
al charge and trial. 


Henry C. Benson offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted, namely : 
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Fresolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a rule embracing in substance the 
following: 

That when a preacher of our Church shall have withdrawn or 
been deposed from the ministry, and afterward shall have been li- 
censed by a Quarterly Conference, he shall not be employed as a 
supply in the itinerant work without permission by special vote of 
the Quarterly or the Annual Conference of which he shall last have 
been a member prior to the surrender of his ministerial authority. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE, 


’ 


Oliver S. Munsell offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts be 
instructed to inquire into and report upon the causes that have led 
our Sunday-Schools so largely to pass by our own publications in 
the purchase of libraries, and also into the best method of remedying 
the evil. 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


William Nast submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider and report upon the expediency of so adding to the Discipline, 
Part I, chap. i, § 3, quest. 3, ans. 2, as that it shall read as follows: 

Let them be encouraged to attend class, and to give regular 
attendance upon all the means of grace, according to their age, ca- 
-pacity, and religious experience. But it is not expedient to admit 
them to the sacrament of the Lord’s supper till they shall have been 
admitted on probation, and shall have given satisfactory evidence to 
the pastor of their knowledge of the nature and design of the insti- 
tution, and of their faith in Christ. 

Also the same, ans. 3, so that it shall read as follows: 

Whenewer they shall have attained an age sufficient to understand 
the obligations of religion, and shall give evidence of a desire to flee 
from the wrath to come, and to be saved from their sins, their names 
shall be enrolled in the list of probationers proper; and if they shall 
continue to give evidence of a principle and habit of piety, and after 
they howe received full instruction on the Catechism by the postor, ond 
have pussed a satisfactory examination on the same before the congre- 
gation, they may be admitted into full membership in our Church, 
on the recommendation of a leader with whom they have met at 
least six months in class, by publicly assenting before the Church to 
the baptismal covenant, and also the usual questions on doctrines 

_ and Discipline. 


The following resolution, offered by Granville 
Moody, was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Country: ' 


Resolved, That in President Lincoln’s “ Proclamation of Emanci- 
pation ” we recognize a measure of high military necessity for the 
ion of our National existence—the highest statesmanship in 
aiming a blow at the root of American Slavery, which is the 
cause and furnishes the resources of the wicked rebellion which 
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“has inaugurated open deadly war upon our civil institutions; and 


we recognize the voice of God providentially saying to this nation, 
as formerly to the ancient Israelites, ‘Break off every yoke and 
let the oppressed go free.” 


On motion of Mighill Dustin, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted : F 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Revisals be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of striking out the words “two 
delegates” in the last clause of the Second Restrictive Rule, Part II; 
3 2, page 46, and inserting “one delegate,” so that the clause - 


shall read, ‘‘ And provided, also, that no Conference shall be denied 
the privilege of one delegate.” 


DETROIT CONFERENCE, 


Seth Reed offered the following resolution, and it 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting in the Discipline a rule requiring each 
preacher who administers the ordinance of baptism to give to the 
person baptized, or to the parents or guardians of the child baptized, 


a certificate of the baptism, setting forth the names of the parties, 
the dates, places, ete. 


William E. Bigelow submitted the following reso- 
lution : 

Resowed, That the Committee'on Revisals be directed to inquire 
into the expediency of repealing the act of the last General Con- 


ference adopting the present order of business for Quarterly Con- 
ference, and of restoring the former usage upon that subject. 


William H. Hunter moved to amend by striking out 
the words, “restore the former usage.” 

Thomas C. Golden moved to lay the amendment on — 
the table, whereupon Reuben Nelson moved to gus- 
pend the order of the day; which motion having pre- 
vailed, he offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Fesolwed, That the following be added to the Rules for the gov 
ernment of the Conference, namely : ; 

When any member shall introduce a motion or resolution referring © 


any subject, without instruction, to a committee, its reference shal! 
be determined without debate. 


The order of business was then resumed, and the 
resolution as offered by William KE, Bigelow was 
adopted. . 


The following resolutions, offered by James S. Smart, 
were adopted : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to in-’ 


quire into the expediency of so changing the boundary of the De- 
troit Conference as to make that portion of it lying in the upper 
peninsula of Michigan conform to the state line. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a Book Depository 
at Detroit, Michigan, 


EAST GENESEE CONFERENCE. 


The following resolution, offered by John M. Reid, 
was, on motion of Mighill Dustin, laid on the table: 


Resolved, That at the close of the next week the first call for 
memorials, etc., shall be suspended. 


The following resolution, offered by Augustus C. 
George, was adopted by: a vote of 87 to 59: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the Discipline that it shall no 
longer be required of Stewards “to register the marriages and bap- 
tisms; and to be subject to the bishops, the presiding elder of their 
district, and the elder, deacon, and traveling preachers of their 
circuit.” 


He also offered the following resolutions, which were 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of inserting in the Discipline a distinct section, 
defining the powers and duties of the Leaders’ Meeting. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of striking out the words, “or in our institu- 
tions of learning,” in Part II, chap. ii, § 10, page 81, so that the 
whole paragraph shall read: 

Then if he give us satisfaction, after he has been employed two 
successive years in the regular itinerant work on circuits or stations, 
which is to commence from his being received on trial, ete. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the Discipline in Part H, 
chapter iii, § 1, on page 93, by adding to the third answer the words: 

He shall also have authority to leave an effective member of an 
Annual Conference without an appointment if his Conference shall 
so advise. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Rervisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the Discipline that paragraph 
eight in Part II, chapter iv, § 1, page 100, shall read as follows: 

To advise the bishop presiding at his Conference in regard to 
the appointments; and to give him, when absent, all necessary 1n- 
formation, by letter, of the state of his district. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing for a District Quarterly Conference, 
which shall be a Court of Appeals for lay members, have original juris- 
diction over local preachers, and recommend them, when approved, 
to the Annual Conference for ordination, or admission into the trav- 


eling connection. 
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The following resolution, offered by Augustus C. 
George, was lost by a vote of 60 to 85: 


fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the Discipline that the presiding 
elders may be stationed, and supported as the. other preachers, ex- 
cept that expenses incurred in needful official visitations shall be 
met by the charge or charges requiring their services. 


On motion of Sylvester L. Congdon, the following 
resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of go amending Part II, chap. x, § 1, of the 
Discipline as to make the answer to question 2, page 128 prescribe 
a form of examination for candidates for admission into the Church 
in full connection. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


William M’K. Hester offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of changing the Discipline, page 38, quest. 1, 
ans. 1, so that instead of reading, “ singing, prayer, the reading of 
a chapter out of the Old Testament, and another out of the New, 
and preaching,” it may read as follows: 

“Let the morning service consist of singing, prayer, the reading 
of a portion of Scripture from the Old Testament, and also from the 
New, and preaching,” 

Also same page, quest. 1, ans, 2, so as to read: 

“Let the afternoon service consist of Singing, prayer, the read- 
ing of the Scriptures, and preaching.”’ 


IOWA CONFERENCE. ; 


Thomas E, Corkhill offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to so 
change the N. B. in chap. vi, Part II, page 112 of the Discipline 
as to read: - z 

Whenever a preacher on trial, or a local preacher, is selected by 
the bishops for a mission, or is appointed by civil or military author- 
ity chaplain in the Army or N. avy, he may, if the former be elected 
by an Annual Conference, or the latter be recommended by the 
Quarterly Conference of which he is a member, ordain him for 
said work. 


The following resolution, offered by William F, 
Cowles, was lost by a vote of 73 to 95: 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of so changing the Discipline as to make the 


attendance on class-meeting voluntary, and not a test of mem- 
bership. , 
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KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


_ Joseph Denison offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were adopted, namely : 


; Whereas, In the territory of New Mexico there is now a popula- 
ey of ninety thousand Mexicans and Americans, besides Indians; 
an 

Whereas, There is now not one Protestant minister among them 
engaged in the work of the ministry; and 

; Whereas, The territory of Arizona, with about the same popula- 
tion, is in much the same condition: therefore 
: Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be requested to take 
into serious consideration, and report to the General Conference, 
the necessity and propriety of establishing a Mission and Mission 
School in each of these territories. 


Hugh D. Fisher offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely : 


£ 
Resolved, That the Journals of the Rocky Mountain Conference 
be committed to the care of Joseph Denison, a delegate from Kan- 
sas Conference, and that varions parts of said Journals be by him 
furnished to the several committees to whom they may be referred. 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


Henry Penfield offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so altering the boundaries of the Mich- 
igan Conference by striking out all after the word “line,” so that it 
shall read: “The Michigan Conference shall include all that part of 
the State of Michigan lying west of the principal meridian line.” 
(Discipline, p. 254.) 


Horace Hall offered the following resolution, and it 
was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of striking out of the Discipline the words, 
“ Appointed by the Quarterly Conference,” Part V, chap. i, § 2, 
ans. 1, page 232, so that it will read: “ And to settle the same on 
trustees, according to the Deed of Settlement published in our form 
of Discipline.” 


MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS CONFERENCE. 
Samuel Huffman offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a Depository of our 
pooks at St. Louis, Mo., to meet the necessities and wants of the 
great Southwest, now in the providence of God demanding our lit- 
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erature and ministry; and also to inquire into the necessity of en- 
larging the Central Christian Advocate, published at St. Louis, so as 
to make it in all respects equal to the Western and Northwestern 
Christian Advocates. 


Resowed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of admitting ministers who may come to us 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and shall give to an 
Annual Conference satisfactory evidence of their loyalty to the Goy- | 
ernment of the United States on the same conditions as now pro- 
vided in the Discipline for the admission of ministers who come to 
us from the Wesleyan Connection in Europe and Canada. 


NEWARK CONFERENCE. 


Nicholas Vansant offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : £615 


Resowed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of so altering the Discipline, Part II, chap. x, 
§ 1, quest. 1, ans. 1, page 12%, as to make it read after the word 
“baptized,” ‘and shall, on examination by the minister in charge, 
before the Church, assent to the baptismal covenant, and give satis- 
factory assurances,” ete. 


The following resolution, offered by Jonathan T. 
Crane, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
whether there exists in the laws of our Church ary obstacle to the 
reception into the various Annual Conferences of as many colored 


preachers as will supply the colored Churches established or to be 
established among us. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


David Sherman offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of incorporating the section on the Origin of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, page 13 of the Discipline, in the Bish- 
ops’ Address on page 5, after the words “Eastern States,” in the 


eighth line from the top, and before the paragraph beginning, “We 
esteem,” etc. 


Ralph W. Allen offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be requested to 
take into consideration the propriety of recommending such a change 
in the Discipline as will allow a minister to remain three years in 
the same charge, 

The following resolutions, offered by John H. Twom- 
bly, were referred to the Committee on Revisals for 
consideration : ; 


_ Resolved, That the phrase “the preacher in charge having the 
right to nominate,” in the third item in the answer to quest. 4, § 4, 
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chap. i, Part II, page 55, of the Discipline, be stricken out, so that 
the whole item shall read, “to appoint stewards, and to examine the 
characters of exhorters annually, and recommend them, if approved, 
for renewal of license.” 

Resolved, That the twelfth item in the answer to quest. 1, § 12, 
chap. li, Part II, page 85, of the Discipline, namely, “to examine the 
accounts of all the stewards,” be stricken out, and that items 13, 14, 
15, 16, ete., be numbered 12, 13, 14, 15, etc., respectively. 


NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE. 


The following resolution, offered by Samuel Y. Mon- 
roe, was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to give 
an early examination to the action referred to them from various 
Annual Conferences on the subject of the Supernumerary Relation ; 
to inquire what amendments to the Discipline are necessary to re- 


store said relation, and report the same at an early day for the con- 
sideration of this body. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 
* 
Joseph B. Wakeley offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire whether the rnle limiting the term of ministerial service has 
been observed in the letter and the spirit during the last four years. 

John W. Lindsay offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire. 


into the expediency of adding on page 92, Part II, chap. iii, § 1, 
line 18 of the Discipline after “state prisons,” the words ‘to houses 
of refuge and other corrective or charitable institutions;” so that 
the clause read, ‘chaplains to state prisons, to houses of refuge, and 
other corrective or charitable institutions, and chaplains in the army 


and navy.” 
NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


Daniel Curry offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of depositing with each Annual Con- 
ference a copy of the General Minutes from the beginning; also a 
copy of the Journals of all the General Conferences. 

The following resolution, offered by Daniel Curry, 
was lost: 

Resolwed, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet on Monday 
next at 2 o’clock P. M. 

The following resolution, offered by Daniel Curry, 
was laid on the table by a vote of 106 to 40: 
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Resolwed, That we will adjourn finally on or before Saturday, 
May 28. 


Gedrge W. Woodruff offered the following reso- 
lution: 
Resolved, That the elections for officers to be chosen by this Gen- 


eral Conference be made the order of the day for Tuesday morning, 
May 17, at ten o’clock. 


A motion to lay the resolution on the table was los 
by a vote of 74 to 80. 

Mighill Dustin moved ‘to amend by striking out 
“seventeenth” and inserting “twenty-fourth.” The 
amendment was laid on the table. 

John P. Durbin moved to amend by striking out 
“seventeenth” and inserting “twentieth,” but the 
amendment was laid on the table; and, on motion 
of John M. Reid, the whole subject was indefinitely 
postponed. . 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of William H. Goode, the resolution 
offered by Samuel C. Brown on Wednesday morning, 
May 4, and which was then laid on the table, was 
taken up and referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

William H. Goode offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted : 


Resolved, 1. That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair, 
to be known as the Committee on Church Tenures, to whom shall 
be referred all propositions respecting the tenures to our church 
property. 

Resolved, 2. That said committee be instructed, with the aid of 
such legal counsel as may be deemed necessary, to prepare and pre- 
sent for the consideration of this Conference an abbreviated form 
for the conveyance of church property, to take the place of the 
tedious and obsolete forms now contained in the Discipline and in 
the Appendix, and known as the “Deed of Settlement;” carefully 
guarding the uses and trusts to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
according to our economy and usage, as now declared in the old 
form. 

Fesolved, 3. That said committee be further instructed to prepare 
and submit to this Conference a uniform method of appointing trust- 
ees for our meeting-houses and parsonages, whether in the creation 
a new boards or the filling of vacancies, and defining their term of 
office. 

All with due reference to the existing laws of the several states 
and territories. 


On motion of the Secretary, the time of the session 
was extended. 
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NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


George W. Breckenridge offered the following res- 
olution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to inquire into the propriety of limiting the amount of profits to be 
retained in the hands of the Book Agents, and of requiring annual 
dividends. 

Henry Whiteman offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, page 42, chap. ii, 
§ 8, and answer to question 4, “ How often shall we permit serious 
persons, who are not of our Church, to meet in class?” by striking 
out the words “‘at every other meeting of the class in every place 


let no stranger be admitted. Atother times they may, but—” so that 
the answer will read, ‘The same person not above twice or thrice.” 


NORTHWEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


George M. Boyd offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Slavery be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of recommending in their report the alteration 
of the General Rule so as to read, ‘The buying, selling, or holding 
human beings as property.” 


OHIO CONFERENCE, 


Joseph M. Trimble offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting a rule in our Discipline requiring the 
records of the Quarterly Conferences to be sent to the Annual Con- 
ferences to be examined by a committee appointed for such purpose. 


Barzillai N. Spahr offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of so amending the Discipline, Part HU, chap. x, 
§ 2, page 128, as to provide for suspending persons for certain 
grades of improper conduct. 


ONEIDA CONFERENCE. 


Albert S. Graves offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of so altering the answer to the ques- 
tion, “How shall the Presiding Elders be supported?” (Discipline, 
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Part II, chap. iv, § 2,) by striking out all that follows the clause “ac- 
cording to their several ability,” and substituting “and the stewards 
of each charge shall provide by such methods as they may judge best 
to meet such amount,”’ thatthe whole answer will be, “There shall be 
annually, in every district, a meeting composed of one steward from 
each circuit and station, to be selected by the Quarterly Conference, 
whose duty it shali be, with the advice of the Presiding Elder, (who 
shall preside in such meeting,) to make an estimate of the amount 
necessary to furnish a comfortable support to the Presiding Elder, 
and to apportion the same, including house rent and traveling ex- 
penses, among the different circuits and stations in the district, 
according to their several ability; and the stewards of each charge 
shall provide, by such methods as they may judge best, to meet such 
amount.” 


OREGON CONFERENCE. 


Thomas H. Pearne offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted : 


Fesolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of giving the Pacific Conferences a representa- 
tive in the General Mission Committee. , 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of erecting an annual conference in the 
Territory of Idaho. ; 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


Daniel Wise offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 


Zesolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools:and Tract Cause 
be and hereby are requested to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Discipline as to make it the duty of Quarterly Confer- 
ences to annually appoint tract committees, whose duty it shall be 
to devise and execute plans for local tract circulation. 


David Patten offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of inserting in the Discipline, chap. i, § 3, page 
48, the following question and answer, namely: 

Quest. What are the powers of a Mission Annual Conference? 

Ans. All the rights, powers, and privileges of other Annual Con- 
ferences, excepting that of sending delegates to the General Confer- 
ences, and of drawing an annual dividend from the avails of the 
Book Concern and Chartered Fund, and of voting on constitutional 
changes proposed in the Discipline. 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 


James Henderson offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 
Resowed, That the Committee on Slavery be requested to inquire 


into the expediency of so changing the item in the General Rules, 
Part I, chap. ii, paragraph 2, on the subject of buying or selling 
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men, women, and children with an intention to enslave them, be so 
changed as to read: ‘‘ The buying, selling, or holding men, women, 
or children in a state of slavery.” 


William A. Davidson offered the following resolu- 
tion, which, on motion of Randolph S. Foster, was 
laid on the table: 


Resowed, Thatit is not proper for the Standing Committees to 
receive any communication, either written or verbal, except by 
permission of the Conference. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Samuel A. W. Jewett offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
and report as to the expediency of striking out the word “ Super- 
numerary ”’ in chap. i, § 2, page 47 of the Discipline. 


~The following resolution, offered by Thomas M. 
Eddy, was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Episcopacy be instructed to 
consider and report as to the expediency of providing for the ordi- 
nation in the interval of the Annual Conference, of proper persons 
chosen as chaplains in the army, and if expedient, to report pro- 
visions for such ordination. 


TROY CONFERENCE. 


Desevignia Starks offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to 
consider the propriety of making the presiding elders elective by 
the Annual Conferences, and report the result of their considera- 
tions to this Conference. 


The following resolution, offered by Bostwick Haw- 
ley was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be and hereby: are 
instructed to inquire and report whether it be in accordance with 
the general usage of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with the 
spirit of her economy, and with the law of the same given In the 
Discipline, Part II, chap. iii, § 1, in answer to question 3, and in 
chap. iv, § 1, that on the decease of a presiding elder in the interim 
of Annual Conferences, a bishop divide for the remainder of the 
year the district into two or more sub-districts, and appoint thereto 
as many presiding officers having power to perform all the duties 
of presiding elders in Quarterly Conferences, and to represent in the 
ensuing Annual Conference the preachers within their several sub- 
districts, they the meanwhile retaining their positions as preachers 


in charge of the circuit or station to which they were previously 


appointed. 
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UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE. 


Richard W. Keeler offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of forming a “General Church Extension 
Society,” with a view of securing more ample Church accommoda- 
tions in the newer portions of our work, and also to assist feeble 
societies, and report at an early day. 


WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


James Drummond offered the following preamble 
and resolution, which were adopted: 


Whereas, The Discipline, page 212, requires presiding elders to 
ask in “each session of the Quarterly Conference” the following 
questions, namely: 

“What has been done by the Mission Committee toward raising 
funds for the support of Missions?” 

“Have the Sunday-schools been organized into Missionary So- 
cieties ?” 2 ; 

fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the expediency of adding these to the list of questions found 
on pages 57 and 58, to be asked in Quarterly Conferences. 


The following resolutions, offered by John W. Reger, 
were adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of so amending answer 10 to question 1 of the 
Discipline, page 85, as to make it read, ‘‘That the preacher in charge 
be required to make a written report of his circuit or station every 
quarter to his presiding elder, and that it be entered on the J ournals 
of the Quarterly Conference.” 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of adding the following question to those 
found on pages 57 and 58 relating to Quarterly Conference business: 
‘Have the General Rules been read in each society during the past 
quarter ?” 


WISCONSIN CONFERENCE, 


Caleb D. Pillsbury offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of making Disciplinary provision for permitting 
young men who are members of Annual Conferences to a course of 
study in Biblical Institutes, without forfeiting their relation to their 
Conference. And also for admitting students on trial in Annual 
Conferences, allowing them one year’s trial while students when 
not less than that length of time is passed in the Institute subse- 
quent to admission on trial. 
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WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


Reuben Nelson offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of such revision of the Discipline as 


shall provide for a Court to try Appeals from the action of Annual 
Conferences, which court shall hold annual sessions. 


The following resolutions, offered by Horatio R. 
Clark, were adopted : 
j feesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, Part II, chap. viii, 
$1, page 116, by adding the following, namely: “ And no. mem- 


ber of the Church shall be at liberty to preach without such 
license.” 


fesolved, That the Committee on the Ritual be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of omitting all reference to the manipulation of 
the elements in the prayer of consecration as recorded in the Disci- 
pline, Part II, chap. ii, pages 153, 154. 

On motion of George Peck, Daniel Wise was added 
to the Committee on the Christian Commission. 

In response to the invitation extended to Bishop 
Morris by resolution, adopted on the first day of the 
session, to preach at his convenience a semi-centennial 
sermon before this body, the Chair announced that the 
contemplated services would be held on next Tuesday, 
at 10% o’clock A. M. 

The Chair announced also that the delegate from the 
Wesleyan Conference in England, the Rev. William L. 
Thornton, M.A., in response to a resolution inviting 


him thereto, would preach before this Conference on 


Monday, the 16th inst., at 103 o’clock A. M. 

Bishop Baker announced the following special com- 
mittees, namely: 

Committee to Report a Plan of Trusteeship for the 
General Conference: William Young, Elijah H. Pil- 
cher, Albert Church, Williamson Terrill, James Law- 
son, John Miley, Kasimir P. Jervis. ; 

Deputation to the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church: James Hill, Nicholas Vansant, John W. 
Armstrong, Daniel Wise, James Cunningham. 

Committee on the State of the Work among the 
People of Color: James M’K. Reiley, Edwin E. Gris- 
wold, James Drummond, John Lanahan, Adam Wal- 
lace, Samuel Huffman, Mighill ae 
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Committee on the Ritual: Davis W. Clark, Free- 
born G. Hibbard, Bostwick Hawley, William A. David- 
son, Charles F. Allen, Daniel W. Bristol, George Mul- 
finger. 

On motion of Daniel W. Bristol, Conference ad- 
journed. The Doxology was sung, and Conference 
closed with prayer by Daniel W. Bristol. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 9. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock A. M., Bishop Janes in the chair. The usual 
religious services were conducted by Charles B. Tip- 
pett, of East Baltimore Conference. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Bishop Morris introduced to the Conference the 
Rev. John Carroll, a delegate from the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in Canada. The credentials of his 
appointment, and also of the appointment of S. S. 
Nelles, D.D., a delegate from the same body, were pre- 
sented and read. P 

On motion of Daniel W. Bristol, the order of bus- 
iness was suspended, and the following preamble and 
resolution, offered by Thomas C. Golden, were, on mo- 
tion of Kasimir P. Jervis, referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Country: 

Whereas, It is a well-known fact that the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was the first to tender its allegiance to the. Government 


under the Constitution in the days of Washington; and 

Whereas the fair record of the Church has never been tarnished 
by disloyalty; and 

Whereas our ministers and people are truly and deeply in sym- 
pathy with the Government in its efforts to put down rebellion and 
set the captives free; therefore 

Fesolved, That a committee of three be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to proceed to Washington, and to present to the President 
of these United States, in a suitable address, the assurances of our 
Church that we are with him heart and soul in the present struggle 
for human rights and free institutions, 


And, on motion of Daniel W. Bristol, the committee 
was instructed to report in relation thereto at the 
earliest moment. 

On motion of Edwin E. Griswold, the order of bus- 
iness was resumed, and the list of Conferences was 


called for the presentation of petitions, memorials, and 
appeals. 


¥ 
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BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


On motion of John B. Foote, so much of the Jour- 
nal as relates to General Conference action in regard to 
Sunday-Schools was referred to the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tract Cause; and, on motion of James 
Erwin, so much as relates to Division of the Confer- 
ence was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Leonard B. Gurley presented a remonstrance against 
a change of line between the Central Ohio and North 
Ohio Conferences, signed by H. S. Camp and thirteen 
other official members of Galion Station, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


Moses Smith presented a petition from Edgar Conk- 
ling relating to Class-meetings, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 


EAST GENESEE CONFERENCE. 


Kasimir P. Jervis presented a memorial on Bounda- 
ries, and it was referred to the Committee on Bounda- 
ries. 

GENESEE CONFERENCE. 
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On motion of Albert D. Wilbor, so much of the © 


Journal as relates to a Union of the Northern Christian 
Advocate with the Christian Advocate and Journal 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Robert E. Guthrie presented a memorial from Rev. 
George Rutledge on a Financial Plan for the Use of 
Stewards, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Temporal Economy. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


James H. Noble presented a remonstrance against a 
Change of Conference Boundaries from the preachers 
of Greencastle District, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


TLLiwon. 


‘INDIANA. 
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IOWA CONFERENCE. 
Thomas E. Corkhill presented a memorial from the 
African Zion Church, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. 


KANSAS CONFERENCE. 
Joseph Denison presented a memorial from OC. Car- 
penter and seven others on the subject of Boundaries, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 

Benjamin F. Crary presented a petition from Prince- 
ton, Minnesota, signed by H. I. Shaffner and twenty- 
eight others, asking that a Book Depository be estab- 
lished at St. Paul, and it was referred to the Commit. 
tee on the Book Concern. 

Daniel Cobb presented a similar petition from Con- 
rad Rheil and twenty-four others, and it was similarly 
referred. 

PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 

James Cunningham presented a memorial from Rev. 
J. Neill asking that the General Conference order that 
there be but two relations, Effective and Supernu- 
merary, and it was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 

Samuel H. Nesbit presented the financial exhibit of 
the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, and it was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. [See Ap- 
pendiz C, V.| 


_ ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 

Thomas M. Eddy presented a memorial from the 
Trustees of the Garrett Biblical Institute, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Education. 

He also presented a memorial of the pastors and 
official members of Chicago, asking extension of time, 


‘and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


TROY CONFERENCRE. 
William Griffin presented the action of the Esperance 
Quarterly Meeting Conference on Negotiations between 
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Pastors and People concerning the Pastoral Relation, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy ; 
and, on his motion, so much of the Journal as proposes 
to strike the word “superannuated” from the Dis- 
cipline and substitute the word “supernumerary” in 
its stead, was referred to the same committee; and so 
much as relates to Transfers to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 
VERMONT CONFERENCE. 


Andes T. Bullard presented sundry memorials on the 
subject of Boundaries, as follows, namely: One from 
Enosburgh, signed by Atstin Fuller and thirty-four 
others; one from West Berkshire, signed by John K. 
Whitney and twenty others; one from Bakersfield, 
signed by Rev. Alexander Field and eighteen others ; 
one from Richmond, signed by Rev. W. Mooney and 
five others ; one from Franklin, signed by W. C. Robie 
and thirty-four others; one from Cambridge, signed by 
M. O. Heath and three others; one from Elmore, 
signed by L. H. Doty and twenty-four others; one 
from St. Albans Bay, signed by James H. Curry and 
eight others; one from Montgomery, signed by A. 8. 
Sampson and twenty others; one from Eden, signed by 
L. N. Ferrand and two others; one from Isle La 
Motte, signed by Rev. W. H. Dean and three others ; 
one from Hyde Park, signed by 8S. A. Spicer and eleven 
others; one from Ripford and East Berkshire, signed 
by Rey. J. Powell and nineteen others; two from Al- 
burgh, one signed by Z. S. Haines and sixteen others, the 
other signed by H. J. Moore and eleven others; and 
one from Danville District, signed by A. T. Bullard; and 
they were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Putnam P. Ray presented a memorial on Boundaries 
from Stowe, signed by Z. H. Brown; and another on 
the same subject from Williston, signed by Hiram 
Phelps and eleven others; and they were referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


James Drummond presented a memorial on Bounda- 
ries from R. D. Callihan and seven others, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
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May 9. 
mee WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 
West Wiscon- 
ae James Lawson presented memorials on Boundaries, 
as follows: One each from the Quarterly Conferences of 
Mineral Point, Darlington, and Fayette; one from 
Beetown, signed by C. Bushnell and seven others; 
one from Platteville, signed by J. C. Aspinwall and 
fifteen others; one from State Line, signed by James 
: Hightshoe and fourteen others; one from Shellsburgh, 
signed by E. Tasker and twenty-four others; one from 
Elk Grove, signed by William Barrett and eleven oth- 
ers; and one from Monroe,signed by E. M’Ginley and 
eight others; and they were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. 


WIscoNsIN. =~ WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Samuel C. Thomas presented a memorial from Wau- 
pacca, on Boundaries, signed by W. Scott and three 
others, and it was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries; and Caleb D. Pillsbury presented a similar me- 
morial from Racine District, signed by A. C. Manwell 
and seven other preachers, and it was referred to the 
same committee. 


ale Conk Reports from Standing Committees being in order, 

mittees. John M. Reid, Chairman, submitted report No. I from 
the Committee on Itinerancy, and it was adopted, as 
follows: 

Itinerancy. The Committee on Itinerancy, having examined that part of the 


Report No. I. Journal of the West Wisconsin Conference which relates to the case 

Case of 0. B. Of O. B. Knudson, referred to them for consideration, would report 
Knudson. that, as it appears, charges and specifications were preferred against 

the said brother, and referred by the Conference for trial to a select 
number of nine, according to the Discipline, with a chairman ap- 
pointed by the bishop. On the assembling of the select number, 
their chairman, without the consent of the committee, dismissed the 
case, on account of informality and indefiniteness in the charges and 
specifications. Notice was given that the action in the case would 
be brought before this General Conference. Your committee recom- 
mend for adoption the following: 

Complaint may _ Resolved, That the select number appointed to try accused mem- 
eee 4 dis- bers of an Annual Conference act in the case in the stead and 
Chairman. ° With the powers of the Conference itself, and its chairman is in the 

place of the bishop. It is therefore improper for the chairman in 
such a case to dismiss a complaint. ; 


Miscellaneous The list of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of miscellaneous business, and resolutions were. 
presented and acted on, as follows: 
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7 May 9. 
BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. Sixta Day. 


. 3 Brack Rives. 
Gardner Baker offered the following resolution, 


which was adopted: 


this General Conference, at their earliest convenience, whether in ishops. 
their opinion the state of the work is such as to require an addition . 
to the present number of bishops, and if any, how many. 


Resolved, That the bishops be respectfully requested to state to Additional 
“B 


John B. Foote offered the following resolutions, and 
they were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire Missionaries for 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline so as to allow a fee ARTO OF 
bishop to appoint a member of an annual conference as missionary pe 
to the army or navy. 


Leaders’ Meet- 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire ing 


into the expediency of changing the Discipline, chap. x, § 1, quest. 1, 
ans. 1, page 127, by inserting ‘leaders’ meeting of circuit or station” 
in place of “leader,” and “attended class-meeting”’ in place of ‘ met.” 
So that the amended paragraph shall read, “Let none be received 
into the Churely until they have attended class-meeting at least six 
months on trial, and have been recommended by the leaders’ meet- 
ing of the cireuit or station, and have been baptized.” 


Eli C. Bruce offered the following resolution, which 


was adopted: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire Pec ete 
into the propriety of inserting in the Discipline, Part I, chap. i, erae) 00 wie DES 


quest. 5, after the fourteenth inquiry in the order of Quarterly Con- pune. 
ference business, page 58, the two following inquiries: ‘‘ Who con- 
stitute the stewards for the ensuing year?” and “Who is the 
recording steward?” Also of closing the paragraph in brackets, on 
page 58, with the words “are called up.” So that the whole 
amended portion will read as follows: 

“15. Who constitute the stewards for the ensuing year? 

“16, Who is the recording steward? 

“117, Who is the district steward? 

18. Is there any other business ?” 
_ [Im answer to this, at the fourth Quarterly Conference, the ex- 
amination of local preachers, exhorters, and stewards, and the 
licensing of local preachers and exhorters, and recommendations to 
the Annual Conference for orders or for admission into the traveling 
connection, are called up.] 

CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. OAEIFORBEX: 


Jesse T. Peck offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted: 


In accordance with the suggestions of the California Annual Con- peo) ee 
ence es 
re aolwell That the Committee on the Book Concern be and hereby os aaa 
are instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the Disci- 
line by adding the following as paragraph (9), page 223: 
“(9.) There shall be a Book Committee, consisting of three mem- 
bers of the California Conference, two members of the Oregon Con- 
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ference, and one member for each Annual Conference which may be 
constituted on the Pacific Coast, to be appointed by these Confer- 
ences respectively, who shall sustain an advisory relation to the 
San Francisco Methodist Book Depository. They shall furnish such 
information to the Book Agents at New York, and make such sug- 
gestions to them and their agent in San Francisco as the interests 
of the depository may require, and they shall make annual reports 
of the condition and wants of said depository to each of the said 
Conferences, and once in four years to the General Conference.” 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


Moses Smith offered the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were adopted: 


Whereas, At several General Conferences attention has been 
called to the organization of a Conference of Appeals; be it there- 
fore 

Fesoled, That the Chair appoint a coramittee of seven to take 
into consideration the propriety of organizing such Conference, to 
meet in the intervals of the sessions of the General Conference. 


DETROIT CONFERENCE. 


William E. Bigelow offered the following resolution,’ 
and it was adopted: ; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline by striking out the 
words “to meet their class” after the word ‘‘neglect” from quest. 3, 
§ 3, chap. ii, on page 41, and substituting in their place ‘the 
regularly appointed means of grace,” so that the question shall 
read: “ What shall we do with those members of our Church who 
willfully and repeatedly neglect the regularly appointed means of 
grace?” 


EAST BALTIMORE-CONFERENCE. 


Charles B. Tippett offered the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of a change in the manner of esti- 
mating and paying the salaries of the bishops, and the widows and 
orphans of deceased bishops. 

Resolved; That the Committee on Temporal Economy be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of restoring to its proper place in the 
Discipline the paragraph in relation to the collection of salaries 
by law, which paragraph was stricken out four years ago. 


Jacob 8. M’Murray offered the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted: 


, 

Resolved, That tue Committee on the Ritual be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of amending the proposed new Ritual for the 
Baptism of Infants, page 12, so that instead of the words, ‘We do 
therefore solemnly admonish,” etc., it shall read: 

(‘Do you therefore solemnly engage to fulfill these duties so far 
as in you lies? 

‘Ans, I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my helper.”) 
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Resolwed, That the Committee on the Tenure of Church Prop- 
erty be instructed to inquire into the expediency of inserting a 
clause in the Discipline recommending all boards of Trustees as 
early as practicable to secure an act of incorporation. 


fesolued, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline, § 2, Part 
U, page 128, as to designate the different grades of Church penal- 
ties corresponding to the different grades of offense. 


EAST GENESEE CONFERENCE. 


Augustus C, George offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Fesolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to re- 
port to this Conference at an early day whether, in the judgment 
of the Committee, the bishops have authority, under the present 
rule of discipline, to appoint a presiding elder to the charge of a 
station or circuit. : 


Sylvester L. Congdon offered the following preamble 
and resolution, which were adopted : 


* Whereas, Many of our people in some parts of our work desire 
a modification of the presiding eldership, therefore 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be instructed to 
inquire into the practicability and expediency of so changing the 
duties of the presiding elder as to render it possible for him to be 
stationed as are the other preachers. 


ERIE CONFERENCE. 


Russell H. Hurlburt offered the following resolu- 
tion, which” was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of inserting in the Discipline a rule requir: 
ing every preacher who shall solemnize a marriage to furnish to the 
‘parties a certificate of the same, with date, place, witnesses, etc. 


GENESEE CONFERENCE. 


John B. Wentworth offered the following preamble 
and resolutions, which were adopted : 


Inasmuch as our General Rules, which require those who join 
our societies to abstain from doing any harm, and to do all possible 
good both to the bodies and the souls of men, are a sufficient con- 
demnation of the great crimes of piracy, robbery, murder, and adul- 
tery, without any specific enumeration of these crimes, and, hence 
do, without specific mention, still more emphatically condemn the 
greater crime of Slavery, which is the sum of all these villainies: 
and since, by the speedy destruction of this system of unmitigated 
wrong and cruelty, which we anticipate as a necessary result of the 
declared policy of the government in the prosecution of the war, and 
the reconstruction of the rebellious states, any special inhibition of 
slavery and slaveholding incorporated in the Constitution of our 
Church must soon become obsolete, and could have no practical 
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effect, but only serve as a memorial of the former complicity of 


Church and State with this stupendous wrong, by which the civil- 
ization and Christianity of the nineteenth century in our country 
haye become iastingly disgraced, without the use of extraordinary 
means for perpetuating their shame: therefore 

Fesolved, 1. That the Committee on Slavery be instructed care- 
fully to consider the wisdom and propriety of recommending in 
their forthcoming report, not any amendment of our present Rule 
on Slavery, but an elimination of that Rule, by the action of this 
Conference and the concurrent action of a constitutional majority 
in the Annual Conferences. 

Resolwed, 2. That the Committee on Slavery be also instructed to 
consider whether there cannot be, by this conference, and before 
any change can be effected in the General Rules, such an interpret- 
ation of these Rules, and such statutory enactments introduced 
into the Discipline in answer to the question ‘‘ What shall be done 
for the extirpation of the evil of Slavery?” as shall, without doing 
any violence to the letter or spirit of our constitutional law, forbid 
the admission of slayeholders into our communion, and also re- 
quire the expulsion of any of this class of sinners who may now 
chance to be.members of our Church. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Robert E. Guthrie offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Commitiee on Revisals be mstructed to con- 
sider the propriety of preparing a list of questions in the Discipline 
for the use of leaders’ meetings, so as to secure uniformity in the 
order of business in those meetings, 


Samson Shinn offered the following resolutions, and 
they were adopted: \ 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of striking out of the Discipline questions 4 and 5, 
with their answers, of § 3, chap. ii, Part I, page 42, commencing. 
“How often shall we permit,” ete. 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of striking out ans. 2, quest. 1, chap. ii, § 12, 
Part II, page 84, which reads as follows: “To renew the tickets for. 
the admission of members into love-feast quarterly.” 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


George W. Walker offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of changing the Discipline, page 56, 
§ 4, quest. 4, item 9, by adding, ‘Taking into account the amount of 
his or her income for the current year,” so that the whole paragraph 
shall read: ; 

“Tt shall be the duty of each Quarterly Conference of each 
charge within whose bounds a Superannuated preacher, or wid- 
ow or child of a deceased preacher may reside, to appoint a com- 
mittee, whose duty it shall be to make an estimate of the amount 
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necessary to assist such preacher, widow, or child to obtain a com- 
fortable support, taking into account the amount of his or her income 
jor the current year, and such estimate shall be sent up to the annual 
conference with which such claimant may be connected, and subject 
to the action of said annual conference.” 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the Discipline, page 66, § 3, quest. 3, 
item 3, by erasing ‘“exercise”’ and inserting ‘‘constant sense,’’ so 
that the paragraph shall read: ; 

“These may be used without fruit. But there are some means 
which cannot, namely: watching, denying ourselves, taking up our 
cross, constant sense of the presence of God.” 


The following resolutions, offered by William M’K. 
Hester, were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of so changing the answer to quest. 5, page 57, 
of the Discipline that it may read as follows: 


Ans. We inquire, 

1. Are there any complaints ? 

2. Are there any appeals? 

3. Is there any change desired in the Board of Stewards? 1 

4. What amount is estimated for the support of the pastors of 
this charge the present year? 

5. What amount has been received for the support of the pastors 
the present quarter? 

6. Is there a written report on Sabbath-schools, and the religious 
‘instruction of children? 

7. Are there any further reports, 

(1.) From the pastor? 

(2.) From the stewards? 

[Norr.—The stewards shall report (1) the whole quarterly claim; 
(2) deficiency past quarter; (3) amount received; (4) total deficiency 
or overplus; (5) amount paid to pastor; (6) amount paid to presid- 
ing elder. ] 

(3.) From trustees ? 

(4.) From committees? 

8. Is there any miscellaneous business ? 

9. What amounts have been contributed this year, 

(1.) For missions? 

(2.) For the Sunday-School Union ? 

(3.) For the tract cause? 

(4.) For conference claimants ? ‘ nee 

10. How many subscribers have been obtained for our periodicals? 

11. Are the Church records properly kept ? 

12. Who constitute the committees for the ensuing year? 

(1.) The Estimating Committee ? 

(2.) The Sunday-School Committee ? 

(3.) The Mission Committee? 

13. Who is the District Steward? 


[The examination of local preachers and exhorters, and recom- 
mendations to annual conferences for orders or for admission into 
the traveling connection, shall take place under the eighth question 
at the fourth quarterly conference ; the licensing of local preachers at 
any quarterly conference. ] 


_ NB. Question 4 is asked only at the first quarterly conference ; 
questions 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 at the last quarterly conference. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Slavery be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of recommending in their Report the change of 
the General Rule on Slavery so as to read as follows: “Slavery: 
the buying, selling, or holding of a human being as a chattel.” 


KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


Hugh D. Fisher offered the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted : 


Resolved, That Calvin Kingsley be added to the Committee on 
Freedmen. 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of so changing the Discipline, page 112, chap. 
6, N. B., that it will read: “Whenever a preacher on trial is se- 
lected by a bishop for a mission, or by the proper executive, mili- 
tary, or state authorities for a chaplaincy in the army, navy, hos- 
pitals, or prisons, he may, if elected by an Annual Conference, 
with the approbation of a bishop, be ordained by him before his 
probation ends.” 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


Horace Hall presented the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting in the Discipline the following words: 
“Tn associate counsel with the presiding elders of the Conference,” 
Part II, chap. 3, § 1, quest. 3, ans. 3, page 92, so that it will read, 
“To fix the appointments of the preachers in associate counsel with 
the presiding elders of the Conference.” 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting in the Discipline the following words : 
“And advise with them at the Annual Conferences in fixing the ap- 
pointment of the preachers,” Part II, chap. iv, § 1, quest. 4, ans. 8, 
page 100, so that it will read: “To attend the bishops when pres- 
ent in his district, and to give them, when absent, all necessary in- 
formation by letter of the state of his district, and advise with 
them at the Annual Conference in fixing the appointments of the 
preachers.” 


Francis B. Bangs offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to 
inquire as to the right of a Committee of Trial, appointed by an 
Annual Conference, to hold a session during the intervals of Con- 
ference for trial of any of its members. 


\ 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE, 


Daniel Cobb offered the following resolution, and it 
was adopted: 


_ Resoled, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so altering the Discipline, treating of the ap- 
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pointment of presiding elders and their work, that the several An- 
nual Conferences shall be at liberty to modify their relation to their 
work, and the work itself within their respective bounds, as 
a. best harmonize with their varied circumstances and de- 
mands. 


NEWARK CONFERENCE, 


Alexander L. Brice offered the following preamble 
and resolution : 


Whereas, There is a general disposition in a large portion of our 
work to establish stations; and 
Whereas, This tends to undermine the itinerancy and promote 


coneregationalism, and thereby “destroy the connectional unity of 


our Church; therefore 
Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of making arrangements for a frequent 
’ and regular exchange of pulpits in all our work. 


Thomas C. Gardner moved to lay the preamble on 
the table, and the motion prevailed by a vote of 79 to 
44, after which the resolution was adopted. 

Stacey W. Hilliatd submitted the following resolu- 
tions : 

‘ ResolWwed; That in all practicable cases we give it as our judgment 
that no change of boundary lines should be perfected without the 
knowledge and consent of the Conferences geographically interested. 


Resowed, That this General Conference declare this principle of 
change as its rule of action. 


James Drummond moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, but the motion was lost; whereupon, on 
motion of Benjamin Pilsbury, it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion of Nicholas Vansant, the following reso- 
lution was adopted: 

- Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of amending the Discipline, Part II, chap. x, 
§ 2, answer to question 1, page 128, by inserting the following 
clause after the word “taken,” namely: ‘‘ When the circumstances 
of the case demand it the presiding elder of the district may ap- 


point a preacher to preside during the trial; but his jurisdiction 
shall cease with the verdict of the committee.” 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCH. 


On motion of John H. Twombly, the following res- 
olution was adopted : : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of adding to the exceptions in the third item 
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in the answer to quest. 2, § 1, chap. tii, Part IT, page 93 of the 
Discipline the following phrase, namely : ‘Or to the national serv- 
ice in the Army or Navy,” so that the two last exceptions shall 
read as follows: “And also when requested by an Annual Con- 
ference to appoint a preacher for a longer time than two years to 
any seminary of learning not under our care, or to the’ national 
service in the Army or Navy.” 


NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE, 


Samuel Y. Monroe offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Education be instructed to take 
into consideration the relation of our denomination to the subject of 
public schools, and suggest what measures, if any, are necessary to 
secure our proportionate influence and control in their management 
and instruction. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE, ~ 


Edwin E. Griswold offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so extending the section in our Discipline 
‘On the relation of baptized children to the Churclr” as to provide 
for the formation of classes of catechumens. 

The proposal is that serious minded children, and children pro- 
fessing to be regenerated, instead of being entered at once on pro- 
bation and put under ordinary leaders, shall be put in small classes 
by themselves under the guidance and instruction of persons of 
intelligence and piety—females where it is possible—preparatory 
to their being admitted on trial. 


Daniel Curry offered a series of resolutions, as fol- 
lows ; and, on his motion, they were referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy : 


Fesolved, That, in order to the more effective supervision of the 
affairs of the Church, and especially the pastoral visitation of the 
work, by the bishops, during the intervals between the sessions of 
the annual conferences, the number of bishops should be increased, 
and the work so distributed that appropriate fields of pastoral over- 
sight may be assigned to the bishops severally during each quad- 
rennial term between the sessions of the General Conference. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy, with the advice 
and assistance of the bishops, distribute the work into portions, over 
each of which one of the bishops shall have the Special but not 
exclusive oversight, and within or near to which such bishop 
should be expected to reside, said portions to be made up, as far as 
may be, of contiguous conferences. 

Resolved, That the annexed plan of distributing the annual confer- 
ences for the pastoral oversight of the bishops severally, as provided 
for in the above resolution, is respectfully submitted for the consid- 


eration of the Committee on Episcopacy and the General Confer- 
ence, namely: 
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14,391 
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[It is suggested that, if thought advisable, No. V may be distrib- 
uted: Hrie to No. IV, Western Virginia to No. IH], and Pittsburgh 
to No. VI.] i 


Benjamin Pilsbury offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted : 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals are hereby requested 
to consider the expediency of striking out of the Discipline the 
second paragraph of the answer to the first question, Part LI, chap. ii, 
§ 12, page 84. 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Temporal Economy are hereby 
requested to consider the propriety of striking out of the Discipline 
the twenty-first aud twenty-second paragraphs of the answer to 
quest. 1, Part HU, chap. ii, § 12, page 87. 


NORTHWEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


John L. Smith offered the following resolutions, and 
they were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to exam- 
ine and report upon the expediency of so amending the Discipline, 
Part II, chap. x, § 2, quest. 1, page 128, by inserting after “a select 
number” the words “of not less than five,” so that it shall read, “a 
select number of not less than five.” 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested toexamine May 9. 
and report upon the expediency of so amending the Discipline, Part I, Srxrm Dar. 
chap. ii, § 3, as to substitute for the present heading of the section, Neglect of wor- 
“ Class-meetings, Love-feasts, and other Means of Grace.” ship. 

Also to insert in quest. 3 of § 3, after the word “neglect,” “the , 
ordinances of God,’ so that the question shall read: “ What shall 
we do with those members of our Church who willfully and repeat- 
edly neglect the ordinances of God?” 

Also to strike out all of said section after the words, “let them 
be,” and insert the word ‘ expelled,” so that that portion of ans. 2 

~to quest. 3 shall read: “And if they be found guilty of willful neg- 
lect by a decision of a majority of the members before whom their 
case is brought, let them be expelled.” 


‘ 


NORTHWEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. Norrawest 
Wisconsin. 


Chauncey Hobart offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : ' 


Resolved, That the committee of seven on Court of Appeals be Trial ofbishops. 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of adding a third section to 
the Discipline, Part II, chap. v, page 111, for the purpose of secur- 
ing to our bishops the right of trial and appeal, and of securing to 
members of Aunual Conferences a less tardy mode of disposing of 
cases of appeal. 


SECTION IIT. 


Method of trying a bishop when accused of immorality, and of 
trying an appeal from the decision of an Annual Conference, by 
which a member has been censured, admonished, suspended, or 
expelled. é 

Quest. 1. What shall be done when a bishop shall be accused of 
immorality, or when 9 member of an Annual Conference shall appeal 
from the decision of Conference, or committee of Conference, by 
which he has been admonished, censured, suspended, or expelled? 

‘Ans. 1. The several Annual Conferences at each session shall 
elect not less than three, or more than nine delegates, who shall 
serve until the next ensuing Annual Conference; whose duty it 
shall be severally, when convened as hereinafter set forth, (1) to 
investigate all charges, and (2) to hear and finally determine all ap- 
peals which may be properly brought before them. 

2. When a member of an Annual Conference shall have been cen- 
sured, suspended, or expelled, and appeals from the decision of the 
Conference, it shall be the duty of the bishop presiding, assisted by 
one or more of his colleagues, within a reasonable time to call to- 
gether not less than nine or more than fifteen delegates at some 
convenient place, nine of whom shall constitute a quorum, who shall 
hear and finally determine all cases brought before them. 

3. The bishop shall fix the time and place for trying the appeal, 
of which notice shall be given by him to the appellant, and a bishop 
who did not preside at the trial shall preside at the appeal, and shall 
appoint a secretary, whose duty it shall be to keep correct minutes 
of the trial; which minutes, when approved and signed by the bish- 
ops, secretary, and members of the Court of Appeals, shall be filed 
with the papers of the Conference from whose decision the appeal 
was taken. 

4. One or more of the members of the Conference, as it may direct, 
from whose decision an appeal has been taken, shall appear in be- 
half of the Conference. The secretary of the Conference shall furnish 
the testimony taken at the trial, which shall be transmitted by the 


bishop to the Court of Appeals. 
8 
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5. When a bishop shall be accused of immorality, and the charges 
and specifications have been properly made out, and signed by at 
least two elders of our Church, it shall be the duty of the senior un- 
accused bishop (1) to furnish the accused with a copy of the charges 
and specifications, and (2) to call together at least twenty-five dele- 


* gates at some convenient place, who, in connection with the other 


ONEIDA. 
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Matrimony. 


Extension of 
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Raising Sup- 
plies. 


bishops, shall constitute a Judicial Conference, who shall investigate 
the case, and shall acquit, suspend, or éxpel the accused, proper 
notice having been given to the accused of the time and place of 
meeting of said Conference. 

6. The senior unaccused bishop shall fix the time and place of 
holding the Judicial Conference, and shall call its members together. 
The Conference, after it has assembled, shall elect its own president, 
whose duty it shall be to preside at the trial, to appoint a secretary, 
to see that. correct minutes of the trial are kept, and to transmit the 
same to the next General Conference. 

7. In case of suspension or éxpulsion, the accused shall have the 
right of appeal to the next General Conference. 

8. The expenses accruing in carrying out the provisions of this 
section shall be paid by collections taken up for that purpose. 


ONEIDA CONFERENCE. 


Albert S. Graves offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of so altering the Discipline as to authorize pro- 
bationers in our Conferences, who are not ordained deacons and 
have charge of stations or circuits, to solemnize the rite of matri- 
mony in those states where the civil laws so allow. 


Daniel A. Whedon offered the following preamble 
and resolution : 


' Whereas, A great diversity of opinion exists in the Church re- 
specting the propriety of any change in the Discipline, so as to allow 
a longer period than two years of pastoral service upon the same 
station; and 

Whereas it is believed that a large and respectable portion of our 
ministers and people desire an extension to at least five years, in the 
opinion that anything less will be insufficient; while another large 
and respectable portion fear the effects of any extension whatever 
upon our system of itineraney; therefore . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of suspending, during the next quadrennial 
term, the rule of Discipline in Part IJ, chap. iti, § 1, quest. 3, ans. 3, 
page 92, which reads as follows: ‘Provided he shall not allow any 
preacher to remain in the same station more than two years suc- 
cessively.” 


On motion of William H. Goode, the resolution was 
laid on the table by a vote of 108 to 49. 

Daniel A. Whedon offered the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted : 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals consider the propriety 
of so altering the Discipline, Part V, chap. i, § 1, paragraph 1, page 
230, by striking out the word “above-mentioned,” that it shall read, 


“the more effectually to raise the amount necessary to meet the 
allowances,” etc. 
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_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 


into the propriety of amending the Discipline, Part V, chap. i, § 3, . 


quest. 1, ans. 1, page 234, by striking out all of said answer after 
the word “unavoidable.” 


OREGON CONFERENCH, 


The following preamble and resolution, offered by 
Thomas H. Pearne, were referred to the Committee on 
Missions: 


Whereas, The Board of Managers of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church are possessed of about forty-five or fifty 
acres of land in Salem, Oregon, which lands should be used for'the 
adyancement of our cause in Oregon; and 

Whereas, It was the well-understood intention of Rey. George 
Gary, while superintendent of the Oregon Mission, that they should 
be so applied; and ; 

Whereas, The Wallamet University is in great need of an endow- 
ment fund; and 

Whereas, The disposition of said lands for such an endowment fund 
would be most appropriate and useful; therefore 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church be and they are hereby author- 
ized, so far as this General Conference may authorize, to convey to 
the trustees of the Wallamet University in Salem, Oregon, all the 
lands in and near Salem, Oregon, now belonging to the said Board 


of Managers; the said lands and their avails to be used by the trust-. 


ees of the said Wallamet University as an endowment fund, the 
interest only of which shall be expended for the support of said 
institution. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


Joseph Castle presented the following invitation, 
which, on motion of Lucius H. King, was accepted: 


Union League House, May 9, 1864. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE oF THE MeTHopist EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 

GrntiemEN,—I am instructed by the Board of Directors of the 
Union League of Philadelphia to invite you to visit the League 
House at any time that may be convenient to you during your ses- 
sion in this city. If no other time may he more agreeable to you, 
we would respectfully suggest Monday evening, at eight o'clock, as 
a time when you will be welcomed by the largest assemblage of our 
members. 
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The Union League of Philadelphia cannot be insensible to the © 


wisely patriotic course pursued by the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and we desire to testify to your body 
the sympathy which we feel for your opinions. 
With the profoundest respect, I remain your obedient servant, 
George H. Boxer, Sec’y U. L., Phila. 
Joseph Castle presented the following communica- 
tion, which, on motion of Miner Raymond, was referred 
to a committee consisting of the delegation of the 


Philadelphia Conference : 
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PHMADELPHIA, May 2, 1864. 


To THE BISHOPS AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


DEAR BRETHREN,—The undersigned having been present at the 
opening of Conference, had suggested to his mind the propriety of 
having a picture of the scene presented, would respectfully ask per- 
mission to have the interior of the church photographed during the 
session of the Conference. If my request should be granted, I 
pledge myself to give one half of the net proceeds of sale to the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Yours respectfully, THOMAS COCHRAN. 


Joseph Mason offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of introducing a rule into the Discipline to pre- 
vent the building of churches in such close proximity as to interfere 
with their efficiency, which is a growing evil in many parts of our 
work; and in cases of dispute upon this point, whether it would 
not be well to appoint in each presiding elder’s district a board, 
composed of an equal number of ministers and laymen, to whom such 
cases may be referred. 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 


James Henderson offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so changing the boundary of the Pitts- 
burgh Conference as to include in said Conference the cities of 
Zanesville and Marietta. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Samuel A. W. Jewett offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
and report as to the expediency of so changing answer 3 to quest. 1, 
§ 1, chap. ii, as to provide for the reading of the Scriptures in the 
evening service. 

Fesolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to consider the propriety of adding to the Sunday-School Advocate 


, a department more especially adapted to the youth and larger schol- 


ars of our Sunday-Schools, and report to this Conference. 


Thomas M. Eddy offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider and report as to the expediency of amending ans. 3, quest. 3, 
chap. iii, Part II of the Discipline, by adding at its close the words 
“and agents of benevolent institutions,” so that the closing sen- 
tences shall read, “and also to appoint an agent or agents for the 
benefit of our literary institutions, an agent for the German Publish- 
ing Fund, and agents of benevolent institutions.” 


/ 
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Luke Hitchcock offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools be requested to 
consider the subject of the attendance of the children of our Sunday- 
Schools on public worship; also whether some recommendation by 
this Conference, requesting and providing for the teachers to accom- 
pany their classes when practicable, would not further this desirable 
object. 


William T. Harlow offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of adding the following question and answer to 
the list of questions in chap. viii, § 3, page 118, namely: 

Quest. 4. What shall be done when a local elder or deacon has, 
from any cause, become so unacceptable that the exercise of his 
ministerial functions is an injury to the circuit or station to which 
he belongs? ; 

_ Ans. 1.. The Quarterly Conference shall, if in their judgment such 
complaint is well founded, affectionately advise the local elder or 
deacon to desist. 

2. In case the local elder or deacon refuses to comply with such 
advice, the Quarterly Conference may, by a vote of two thirds of the 
members present and voting, deprive him of his ministerial office. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Alfred B. Nisbet offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


ResolWwed, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the expediency of inserting in the Discipline a rule to prevent 
persons that are tainted with treason toward the United States of 
America from becoming members of the Church. 


TROY CONFERENCE. 


Stephen D, Brown offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of substituting the following for quest. 4, § 3, 
chap.i, Part II, page 49 of the Discipline, so that it shall read: 

Quest. 4. Who shall preside at the Annual Conferences? 

' Ans. The bishop. In case no bishop be present, a member of the 
Conference appointed by the bishop shall preside. But if no ap- 
pointment is made, or the person appointed do not attend, the Con- 
ference shall elect a president by ballot without debate. 


Bostwick Hawley offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of altering the Discipline, Part II, chap. ii, § 12, 
by striking out the last clause of rule 7, page 88, and adding these 
words, to wit: ‘‘and give to each probationer a copy (Tract No. 497) 
of the Articles of Religion and General Rules with Scripture 
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Proofs,” so that it) shall read: “To read the Rules of the Society, 
with the aid of the other preachers, once a year in every congrega- 
tion, and give to each probationer a copy (Tract No. 497) of the 
Articles of. Religion and General Rules with Scripture Proofs.” 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Matthew Bennett offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resowed, That the Committee on Itineraney be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so altering the Discipline that our bish- 
ops may appoint a preacher to the same charge for the third year 
when they may deem it necessary to do so, provided the Annual Con- 


ference of which the preacher is a member shall concur, after having 
the facts in the case laid before it. 


\ 


WYOMING CONFERENCE, 


Henry Brownscombe offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of substituting for quest. 10, on page 50, which 


reads, “ Are all the preachers blameless in life and conversation?” . 
the following: ‘‘ Were all the preachers’ characters examined ?”’ 


Reuben Nelson offered the following resolution: 


fesolved, That the regular call of the Conferences for memorials 
and resolutions be dispensed with after Thursday, the 12th inst. 


And pending a motion to lay it on the table, Confer- 
ence adjourned by expiration of time, a motion to ex- 
tend the session having been lost. 

The Doxology was sung, after which the Benedic- 
tion was pronounced by Edwin E. Griswold. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 10. 


Conference met this morning at half Bee eight 
o’clock, Bishop Scott in the ey 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
John M. Reid, of the East Genesee Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The certificate of the election of Ebenezer E. Cham- 
bers, a reserve delegate of the Genesee Conference, was 
presented, and he was admitted to a seat as a member 
of this body in place of James M. Fuller, who is absent 
in consequence of sickness and death in his family, and 
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on motion of Albert D. Wilbor, he was substituted for 
the absent delegate on the several committees. _ 

The list of conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of petitions, memorials, and appeals, and they 
were presented and referred, as follows: 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 
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CINCINNATI. 


Lorenzo D. M’Cabe presented a memorial from Union Chapel. 


Union Chapel, Cincinnati, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy; and,*on motion of Calvin 
Hingsley, the official correspondence relating to the 
same matter was referred to the same committee. 
William Nast presented memorials relating to Ger- 
mman Annual Conferences, as follows: One from H. 
Heibold and nineteen others; one from G. Blum and 
twenty-one others; one from I. Heinlein and twenty- 
seven others; one from A. Loebenstein and forty-five 
others; one from J. Jauch and thirteen others; one 
‘ oe G. P. Schaefer and thirty-two others; one from 
C. H. Dinger and twenty others; one from C, Vogel 
oe a others ; one from C. Frank and twelve 
others ; one from M. Hauft and thirty-four others ; and 
one from W. Dressler and seventy others; and they 
were referred to the Committee on the German Work. 


EAST BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of George D. Chenoweth, so much of the 
Journal as relates to missions was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. 

Benjamin B. Hamlin presented the latest statistics of 
the Mission in India, and they were referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE, 


Henry F. Koeneke presented memorials relating to 
German Annual Conferences, as follows: One from M. 
Adolph and fifty others; one from V. Ammon and 
éleven others; one from C. A. Bussman and niné 
others; and they were referred to the Committee on 
the German Work. 
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KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


Hugh D. Fisher presented memorials relating to 
German Annual Conferences, as follows: One from I. 
T. Seyfer and twenty others; one from J. Maegly 
and thirteen others; one from M. Rapp and sixteen 
others; one from H. H. Klingenberg and twenty-two 
others; one from C. Schlotzhauer and twenty-five 
others ; and they were referred to the Committee on 
the German Work. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


Henry Roth presented memorials relating to Germian 
Annual Conferences, as follows: One from C. Bipes and 
seven others; one from H. Frank and ten others; and 
one from H. Sanders and eighteen others; and they 
were referred to the Committee on the German Work. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


Randolph S. Foster presented a memorial on Church 
music, and, on his motion, it was referred to a select 
committee of three... 

Davis W. Clark presented a memorial from Johann 
Schlager and fifteen others on German Annual Con- 
ferences, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
German Work. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


Daniel Curry presented a letter from Rey. Laban 


Clark, in relation to bishops and their work, and it 


was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Jacob Rothweiler presented memorials in relation to 
German Annual Conferences, as follows: One from 
J. Baesel and nineteen others; one from J. Delken and 
eighteen others; one from H. Lipphard and eighteen 
others; one from G. Hannes and twenty-seven others ; 
one from I. V. Jarhaus and seventy others; one from 
J.Schwitzgoebel and twenty others; one from C. Wentz 
and six others; and one from J. Behrens and three 
others; and they were referred to the Committee on | 
the German Work. 


1864.] Journal of the General Conference. 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 


Samuel H. Nesbit presented the appeal of I. N. 
M’Abee, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Appeals. ; 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


George L. Mulfinger presented memorials relating to 
German Annual Conferences, as follows: One from 
C. A. Loeber and fifteen others; one from H. Wegner 
and twenty others; one from L. Schmidler and twenty- 
two others; one from P. M. Haag and thirty-seven 
others; and one from G, Eisenmeyer and nineteen oth- 
ers; and they were referred to the Committee on the 
German Work. . 


SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


Thomas H. Lynch presented a memorial, signed by 
Omer Toucey and seventeen others, and it was referred 
tothe Committee on Itinerancy. 

John Barth presented memorials relating to German 
Annual Conferences, as follows: One from H. J. Waker- 
lin and twenty-nine others; one from V. Eberhard and 
ninety-seven others; one from G. H. Grabhorn and 
twenty others; one from Elias Weber and twenty-five 
others; one from P. Doerr and forty-four others; one 
from Jacob Becker and twenty-one others; one from 
F. Niehaus and twenty-two others; one from John 
Zimmerman and seven others; and one from Peter 
Grub and fifteen others; and they were referred to the 
Committee on the German Work. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Philip Kuhl presented memorials relating to German 
Annual Conferences, as follows: One from Philip C. 
Reuter and twenty-one others; one from F, Tiemann 
and sixteen others; one from W. Wilkening and sev- 
enteen others; one from I. G. Kost and twenty-seven 
others; one from W. Schulze and nineteen others; one 
from John Meyer and twenty others; one from A. J. 
Scheele antl sixteen others; one from B. Wittenbach 
and thirty-seven others; one from I, H. Grannemann ; 
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and one from E. H. Kriege and twenty-seven others; 
and they were referred to the Committee on the Ger- 
man Work. + 


WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Samuel C. Thomas presented the following memori- 
als on Boundaries, as follows; One from Plover Station, 
signed by all the members of the official board; one 
from Stevens’s Point District, signed by M. D. Warner 
and nine other pastors of that district; and one from 
Stevens’s Point Station, signed by all the members of 
the Quarterly Conference, remonstrating against any 
change in Conference lines; and they were referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. . 

The order of business having been suspended for the 
purpose, on motion of Samuel Y. Monroe, Conference 
directed that hereafter the presentation of petitions, 
memorials, and appeals shall be made during the call 
of Conferences for miscellaneous business. 

Reports of Standing Committees being in order, 
Joseph M. Trimble, Chairman of the Committee on 
Episcopacy, reported back a resolution relating to the 
matter of giving a bishop authority to leave an effect- 
ive member of a Conference. without an appointment, 
if his Conference shall so advise, and recommended 
that it be referred to the Committee on Itinerancy, 
and it was referred accordingly. 

Charles B. Tippett, Chairman of the Committee on 
the Book Concern, submitted Report No. I, and it was 
adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on the Book Concern have considered the resolu- 
tion referred to them of “depositing with each Annual Conference 


a copy of the General Minutes, and also the Journals of all the Gen- 
eral Conferences,” and report that it is inexpedient to do so. 


’ 

Davis W. Clark, Chairman of the Committee on 
Revision of the Church Ritual, presented Report No. I, 
comprising, 1. A form for receiving persons into the 
Church after probation; 2. A form for laying the cor- 
ner-stone of a church; and, 3. A form for the dedica- 
tion of a church; and, on motion of Calvin Kingsley, 
the report was accepted, laid on the table under the 
rule, and ordered to be printed. 
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Rey. Dr. Taylor, one of the Secretaries of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, was introduced, and addressed the 
Conference in relation to the interests of that society. 

The following resolution, offered by John M. Reid, 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That we have heard with the greatest pleasure the com- 
munications of the Rev. Dr. Taylor, Secretary of the American Bible 
Society, and that we heartily reciprocate the kindly greetings which 
he bears us from that noble institution. ; 

On motion of Daniel Curry, Bishop Janes was grant- 
ed leave of absence to attend the anniversary of the 
‘American Bible Society on Thursday next, in the city 
of New York. 

Thomas E. Corkhill offered the following preamble 
and resolutions, and they were adopted : 


Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to grant to our arms most 
signal success in the struggles of the past few days; and 

Whereas, The President has, in devout recognition of Divine in- 
terposition, called upon all patriots, at their homes, in their places 
of public worship, and wherever they may be, to unite in common 
thanksgiving and prayer; therefore 

Resolved, That we regard this as a most favorable sign of the 
times, and recognize with most profound gratitude the goodness of 
God in giving to us at this hour of our country’s peril a chief magis- 
trate so richly endowed with intelligence and virtue, and’so willing 
to recognize the overruling power of the God of heaven. 

Resolved, That we will appropriate a season at the close of the 
sermon to be delivered by our senior bishop this morning to this 
most reasonable service. 


Frederick Merrick, Chairman of the Committee on 
Education, appointed at the last General Conference, 
and directed to report to this body, submitted a report, 
which was read; and, on motion of Jesse T. Peck, it 
was referred to the Committee on Education. [For 
Report, see Appendia K, II.] 

The list of Conferences was called for the introduc- 
tion of miscellaneous business, and the following reso- 
lutions were offered and acted on, as follows: 


BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Lafayette D. White offered the following preamble 
and resolution, which were adopted: 

Whereas, The circulation of our own literature among the masses 
of the people is a work of vast importance, and is really essential to 
the growth and permanent prosperity of our Church; and ' 

Whereas, It is often impossible for those who would engage in 
the spread of our books to realize a sufficient profit to sustain them 
in the work; therefore 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be and hereby 
are instructed to consider the propriety of authorizing and requiring 
the Book Agents to supply those Methodist colporteurs who come 
to them with suitable vouchers, at the largest discount allowed to 
any parties. ‘ 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


Isaac Owen offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to in- 
quire into the propriety of so amending the section on Quarterly 
Conferences, § 5, page 53, as to define the meaning ofthe word “com- 
plaints” in quest. 1, page 57, and so amend the order of proceed- 
ing in the Quarterly Conferences as to embrace by appropriate 
questions and answers all business belonging to Quarterly Confer- 
ences as contained in the Discipline, with suitable references by sec- 
tion and page where the business may be found. 


CENTRAL OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Leonard B. Gurley offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


fF 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into and report 
on the expediency of amending the Discipline, chap. x, § 1, on 
receiving members into the Church, by striking out of answer 1 
the word ‘“‘six” and inserting in place thereof ‘ three,” so that 
it will read: 

“Let none be received into the Church until they are recom- 
mended py a leader with whom they have met at least three 
months on trial.”’ 


The Chair announced the following Committee : 

Committee on Church Tenures: William H. Goode, 
Stephen D. Brown, Moses Hill. 

On motion of the Secretary, the order of the day 
was taken up, which was a semi-centennial sermon by 
the senior superintendent, Rev. Bishop Morris. Con- 
ference joined in singing the 484th hymn, after which 
prayer was offered by Charles Elliott. The bishop 
read a part of the 59th chapter of Isaiah, and the Con- 
ference sting the 569th hymn. 

The bishop announced as his text the 21st verse of 
the 59th chapter of Isaiah, from which he preached an 
instructive and intensely interesting discourse on the 
Spreir or Mernopism. [See Appendix A, II.] 

At the close of the sermon the venerable Father 
Boehm, former traveling companion of Bishop Asbury, 
led the devotions of the Conference in prayer. 
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- The following resolution, offered by James Porter, 
was then adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are hereby tendered 
to our worthy senior bishop for his able and interesting semi-cen- 


tennial sermon, and that he be earnestly requested to furnish a copy 
for publication. 


The hour of adjournment having come, Conference 
closed with prayer, offered by George Peck. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 11. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Simpson in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Albert Church, of the East Maine Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Reports of standing committees being in order, 
Davis W. Clark, chairman of the Committee on Re- 
visals, presented Report No. I, comprising five items: 
the first, relating to the Mode of Receiving Min- 
isters from the Methodist Episcopal Church in Can- 
ada; the second, defining who may be members of a 
Quarterly Conference; the third, relating to the Or- 
dination of Preachers on trial in certain cases; the 
fourth, concerning the Duty of Pastors to the Bap- 
tized Children of the Church; and the fi/th, to the 
Reception of such Children on Probation. As all these 
items propose changes in the Discipline, they lie on 
the table under the rule, and Conference ordered that 
they be printed. 

Charles B. Tippett, chairman of the Committee on 
the Book Concern, reported back a resolution concern- 
ing a Department in the Sunday-School Advocate for 
the benefit of the Youth and Larger Scholars of our 
Sunday-Schools, and recommended that it be referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tract Cause, 
and it was referred accordingly. ", 

He also submitted Report No. II, and it was 
adopted as follows: 

The Committee on the Book Concern have had under considera- 
tion the memorial of Dr. Roberts in behalf of the ‘ American Meth- 


odist Historical Society,” and report that it is not expedient to 
comply with the request. 
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John M. Reid, chairman of the Committee on Itin- 
erancy, submitted Report No. I, in two parts: the 
first relating to an Extension of the Time of Ministerial 
Service in the same Charge, and the second part to the 
Mode of Examining the Character of Preachers in Con- 
ference. 

-A minority report on Extension of Time, signed by 
Lucius H. King and nine others of the committee, was 


_ read, and they were both laid on the table to be printed. 


Missions. 
Report No, II. 


Ritnel. 
Report No. IL 


Committee on 
German 
Hymn Book. 


Conferences 
called for mis- 
cellaneous 
business. 


BALTIMORE. 


[For Minority Report, see Appendix EK, VIII] 

William H. Goode, chairman of the Committee ou 
Missions, submitted Report No. U, relating 1. To 
the Mission Conference in Germany, 2. To Assistant 
Secretaryships for the Missionary Society, and 3. To 
the Contingent Fund of the Board of Managers of 
the Missionary Society. The report was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. . 

He also reported back a paper received from 
Germany concerning the Republication of certain 
German Books, and also a communication from 
Germany relating to the Tract Cause, with a recom- 
mendation that they be referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern, and they were referred ac- 
cordingly. 

Davis W. Glark, chairman of the Committee on Re- 
vision of the Ritual, submitted Report No. II, com- 
prising a Form of Solemnization of Matrimony, and an 
Order for the Burial of the Dead. It lies on the 
table under the rule. 

William Nast, chairman of a Committee on a Ger- 
man Hymn Book, appointed by the last General Con- 
ference, submitted a report, which, on motion of Jacob 
Rothweiler, was referred to the Committee on the 
German Work, with instruction to examine the manu- 
script Hymn Book. [For Report, see Appendia O, L] 

The list of Conferences was called for the intro- 
duction of miscellaneous business, and matters were 
introduced and referred as follows: 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE, 
On motion of Nicholas J. B. Morgan, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Loyalty to the Government was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Country. 
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CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


Jesse T. Peck presented certain papers from Will- 
iam Wilmot, and they were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Missions. 


~ 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


Mighill Dustin offered the following preathble and 
resolution, and they were adopted : 

Whereas, The present Chapter on Slavery has been interpreted 
by those high in authority to be merely advisory; therefore 

fesolved, That the Committee on Slavery be instructed to in- 


quire into the expediency of so changing or modifying said. chapter 
as to make it unequivocally prohibitory of slaveholding. 


EAST BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


On motion of George D. Chenoweth, so much of the 
Journal as relates to Sunday-Schools was referred to 
the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tract Cause. 

On motion of Charles B. Tippett, the following pre- 
amble and resolution were adopted : 


Whereas, A custom has of late years grown up among us in some 
places of negotiating for appointments between Churches and min- 
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isters, and in other places of applying for ministers by name to be . 


stationed among them, thereby interfering with the legitimate pre- 
rogatives of the Episcopacy—a custom founded in selfishness, and 
proven by experience to be unjust, ungenerous, irritating, and sub- 
versive of the itinerant system; and 

Whereas, In the judgment of some of the wisest and best of our 
ministers and laymen, the time has come to apply a corrective, and 
put an end to all such irregular proceedings; therefore 

Resolved, 1. Thet the Committee on the Itinerancy be directed to 
consider the expediency of providing by disciplinary statute against 
‘the repetition of all such irregularities and report. 

Resowed, 2. That we recognize the right of stewards and trustees 
to represent to the appointing power the general condition of their 
respective charges, and the number of preachers necessary for the 
pastoral work, but that the bishop be left untrammeled in following 
the dictates of his own “godly judgment” in the responsible work 
of making the appointments. 


James M’K. Reiley presented several papers relating” 


to the Religious Interests of the Colored People, and 
they were referred to the committee on that subject. 


f 
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Niram Norton offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Enriz. 


128 


May 11. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1864. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 


Ercurx Day. sider the expediency of amending the first part of ans. 1, quest. 


INDIANA. 


1, § 1, chap. x, page 127 of the Discipline, so that it shall read as 
follows: “Let none be received into the Church until they are — 
recommended by a leader with whom they have met in class at 
least three months as probationers and have been baptized; and 
shall, on examination by the preacher in charge before the society, 
express a cordial approval of the doctrines and discipline of the 
Church. . 

a 


James W. Lowe offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of altering the Discipline, Part I, § 3, ans. 2, 
page 41, soas to read, ‘‘If they do not amend, let him who has the 
charge of the circuit or station bring their case before the leader’s 
meeting; or the leaders and stewards of the society, who shall lay 
them aside, and the preacher shall show that they are excluded 
for a breach of our rules, and not for immoral conduct. ‘“Neverthe- 
less, the person thus excluded may complain to the ensuing Quar- 
terly Conference. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


James Hill presented a memorial from Wesley 
Chapel Quarterly Conference, on the subject of Bound- 
aries, and it was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries; and, on his motion, the following resolution was 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of so changing the answer to quest. 1, § 4, chap. i, 
Part I, page 53, to wit, “Of whom shall the Quarterly Conferences 
be composed?” as to read thus: ' 

“Ans. Of all the traveling and local preachers, exhorters, stewards, 
trustees, and class-leaders of the circuit or station, and the first 
male superintendents of our Sunday-schools, being members of our 
Church, and approved by the Quarterly Conference, and of such 
male members of our Church as shall be elected to membership by 
the Quarterly Conference, and none else.’’ 


And that ans. 5, § 1, chap. iv, Part I, page 99, be so changed as 
to read: ‘‘To be present at, as far as practicable, and to hold all 
the quarterly meetings, and to call together, at each quarterly meet- 
ing, a Quarterly Conference consisting of all the traveling and local 
preachers, exhorters, stewards, trustees, and class-leaders of the 
circuit or station, and the first male superintendents of our Sunday- 
schools, being members of our Church, and approved by the Quar- 
terly Conference, and such male members of our Church ag shall be 
elected to membership by the Quarterly Conference, and none else.” 


On motion of George W. Walker, so much of the 
Journal as relates to the State of the Country was re- 
ferred to the committee on that subject. 
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ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


William H. H. Moore presented a memorial from 
George Rutledge relating to Order of Quarterly Con- 
ference Business, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. : 

Asa S. M’Coy presented the following resolutions, 
which were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the necessity of inserting in the Discipline a form of questions 
to be used in the admission of members into the Church, both on 
trial and into full’ connection. And of requiring ministers admit- 
ting members into the Church to use invariably the form of questions 
laid down in the Discipline. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be directed: to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting in line 2 of ans. 3, quest. 3, § 
chap. iii, the words, ‘“‘ with the advice of the presiding elders,’ 
that the whole question and answer shall read: 

“ Quest. What are the duties of a bishop? 

“ Ans. To fix the appointments of the preachers, with the advice 
of the presiding elders.” 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so altering ans. 1, quest. 1, § 1, chap: x, 
page 127 of the Discipline so that it shall read: “ And shall, onex- 
amination by the minister in charge before the Church, give: satis- 
factory assurances both of their saving faith in Christ,” and their 
willingness: to observe and: keep the rules: of the Church. 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Reyvisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of substituting for ans. 1, quest. 1, § 12, Part I, 
page 84, the following: “He shall have the oversight of the other 
preachers in his circuit.” 

Resolved, That the same committee inquire whether it is not 
expedient to strike out ans. 2 to same question, which reads: “ To 
renew the tickets for the admission of members into: love-feast” 
quarterly. 


Résolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the necessity of requiring the presiding elders to consult 
with the preachers in regard to their appointments, as well as with 
the Churches in regard to the ministers who are to be sent to them. 


1, 
so 


James P. Dimmitt offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of striking out paragraph 4, § 2, Part V, 
pp. 233, 234, which reads as follows: ‘‘ Any preacher who shall re- 
fuse to occupy the house which may be provided for him by the 
stewards, shall thereby forfeit his claim on the stewards to the 
amount of said house rent.’’ 3 


KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Hugh D. Fisher, the following pream- 


ble and resolution were adopted: 
9 
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Whereas, In God’s providence, by the march of our armies, and 
our good President's ‘Emancipation Proclamation,” hundreds of 
thousands of those who at the commencement of the war were 
slaves, have obtained their freedom, and are thrown homeless, ig- 
norant, and destitute, without the means of self-support or instruc- 
tion, upon the charities of the loyal people of these States; and 

Whereas, The “ Boston Educational Association,” the ‘“‘ Western 
Freedmen’s Aid Commission,” the ‘‘ National Freedmen’s Relief As- 
sociation,” the ‘Northwestern Freedmen’s Relief Association,” the 
“ Pennsylvania Freedmen’s Relief Association,” and the ‘‘ Western 
Sanitary Commission,” with numerous auxiliary societies, have been 
organized for the purpose of relieving the various wants of this in- 
creasingly large, helpless, and suffering class of people; and 

Whereas, Their appeals to the public have been responded to by 
the contribution of hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash and 
clothing, with other material and educational help, by the loyal and 
Christian people; and 

Whereas, We have reason to believe that the societies above 
named have expended the means thus placed at their disposal for 
the benefit of the needy judiciously and honestly; therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Freedmen be requested to ex- 
press our gratitude to and confidence in the societies laboring for 
the alleviation of the woes of the freedmen, and to all persons who 
have given help to this cause. 

We rejoice to know that the above named societies have promptly 
met, as far as practicable, the numerous calls from white refugees, 
and that the Western Sanitary Commission, occupying slave soil, 
has given part of its energies, and specially obtained means for these 
laudable objects. 4 

We would request the committee to express our hearty com- 
mendation of these societies, and the object for which they labor, 
and recommend their claims to all lovers of our common humanity. 


MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS CONFERENCE. 


Nathan Shumate offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of altering the Discipline, Part IJ, chap. iv, 
§ 1, quest. 4, ans.°3, which reads: “ To change, receive, and suspend 
preachers in his district during the intervals of the conferences, and 
in the absence of the bishop, as the Discipline directs,” by adding: 
“Provided, however, that a presiding elder shall not change a 
preacher in his district from a charge to which he has been ap- 
pointed by the bishop and appoint him to another to which he could 
not be legally appointed by the bishop.” 


NEBRASKA CONFERENCE. 


Henry T. Davis offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of creating a Church Extension So- 
ciety, on a similar basis of the Missionary Society of our Church. 
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NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


John H. Twombly offered, the following resolution, 
-which was adopted: 
| ; Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of amending the Discipline, by substituting for 
the answer to quest. 2, chap. ix, Part II, page 124, the following, 
namely, “ Annually by the Quarterly Conference,” so that the ques- 
tion and answer shall read as follows: 


“ Quest, 2. How are the stewards to be appointed ? 
“ Ans. Annually, by the Quarterly Conference.” 


NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE. 


Elisha Adams offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of striking out the words, “ Appointed by the 
Quarterly Conference,” in Part V, chap. i, § 2, of the Discipline, so 
that ans. 1, page 232 shall read: “It is recommended by the Gen- 
eral Conference to the traveling preachers to advise our friends in 
general to purchase a lot of ground in each circuit, and to build a 
preacher’s house thereon, and to furnish it-with at least heavy fur- 

_niture, and to settle the same on trustees, according to the deed of 
settlément published in our form of Discipline.” 


NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE. 


William E. Perry offered. the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into and define the exact duties of class leaders to their mem- 
bers, and the relations of the office to the itinerancy, the pastor, and 
stewards of the Church, and report the same to this Conference. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


Morris D’C. Crawford presented a memorial, from 
H. J. Baker and others, relating to Boundaries, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Davis W. Clark presented a memorial from Rev. 
Dr. True in relation to Baptized Children, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 
Daniel Curry offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted : 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Episcopacy examine and report 
on the following subjects: 
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1. Does the law of the Church limiting the time during which a 
bishop may appoint a traveling preacher to the same work, apply 
also to the appointment of superannuated and local preachers? 

2. Does the limitation of the appointing power in the bishops ap- 
ply also to presiding elders ? 


Robert M. Hatfield offered the following resolution, 
and it. was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals. be requested to 
consider, and report to this Conference at their earliest con- 
venience, the propriety of so amending the Discipline, Part ide 
chap. x, §2, page 129, by adding after the words ‘‘ Witnesses 
from without shall not be rejected,” the following: ‘The ac- 
cused shall have the right to call to his assistance, as counsel, any 
member in good and regular standing in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.” 


John Miley offered the following resolution, and it 
was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee upon the Revisal of the Ritual be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of selecting suitable Scrip- 
ture Jessons for funerals, to be placed in connection with the burial 
service. 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


John V. R. Miller offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of adding another answer. to quest. 1, § 12, 
chap. ii, page 84 of the Discipline, to be numbered and read as 
follows: ‘4. To class the members according to their respective places 
of abode, To allow not more than twenty in a class wherever prac- 
ticable.” The other answers to be numbered accordingly. 


ResoWed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the Discipline, on page 129, Part U, 


- chap. x, § 2, and paragraph 2, under question, “How shall an ac- 


“Norra Oo. 


cused member be brought to trial?’ commencing with the sixth line 
of the paragraph, by adding after the word “church,” “especially 
in ordinary violations of any of the General Rules.” So that it will 
read, “or disobedience to the order and discipline of the Church, es- 
pecially in ordinary violations of any of the General Rules.” 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Jacob Rothweiler offered the following resolution, 


and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the German Work inquire: into 
the propriety of appointing a Committee of Correspondence, to cor- 
respond with or visit the General Conference of Evangelical Associa- 
tions in reference to a union of that Church with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and report’ to this Conference. 
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NORTHWEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


John L. Smith offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 
Resolved, That the election of bishops (if any shall be elected) and 


General Conference officers be made the order of the day for Friday, 
the 20th inst., immediately after the reading of the Journal. 


OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Frederick Merrick presented a memorial from F, A. 
Seaborn, of Zanesville, in relation to Trustees holding 
Church Property, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Church Tenures; and, on his motion, so much of 
the Bishops’ Address as relates to the subject of Edu- 
cation was referred to the Committee on Pastoral 
Address. 


ONEIDA CONFERENCE. 


William H. Olin presented a memorial from J. T. 
Alden relating to the Journal of the Black River Con- 
ference, and it was referred to the Cemmittee on 
Itinerancy. 


OREGON CONFERENCE. 


James H. Wilbur presented a document relating to 
the Pacific Christian Advocate, which, with so much of 
the Journal as relates to the same subject, was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. And, at his 
request, he was excused from serving on the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, and Thomas H. Pearne was appoint- 
ed in his stead. 5 

The following resolution, offered by Thomas H. 
Pearne, was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire and.report at an early day as to the propriety of fixing upon 


the Pacific Coast as the residence of one of our general superin- 
tendents. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


Adam Wallace presented a memorial from a Com- 
mittee of the Philadelphia Conference, asking that a 
Book Depository be established in the city of Phila- 
delphia, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
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Book Concern. , He also presented a memorial from 
colored local preachers, signed by Isaac Henson and 
sixteen others, asking that a Colored Mission Annual 
Conference be established, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the State of the Work among the Peo- 
ple of Color. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


David Patten presented a memorial from the Bib- 
lical Institute at Concord, New Hampshire, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Education. [See Ap- 
pendix K, III.] 

William H. Richards offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of inserting in the Discipline, page 92, 
chap. iii, § 1, quest. 3, ans. 3, last line but one on the page, the 
following words: ‘‘editors of religious papers under the patronage 
of at least two Annual Conferences.’ So that the article may read, 
“the presidents, principals, or teachers of seminaries of learning, 


which are or may be under our superintendence; editors of religious 
papers under the patronage of at least two Annual Conferences,” etc. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of inserting in the Discipline, page 205, 
Part IV, § 1, quest. 1, ans. 1, the following phrase: “and also to 
the children once in three months.” So that the article may read 
as follows: “to preach on the subject of Sunday-schools and relig- 
ious instruction in each congregation at least once in six months, 
and also to the children once in three months.” 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Thomas M. Eddy presented a memorial from Evans- 
ton Quarterly Conference, on Extension of Time, signed 
by O. H. Tiffany, Chairman, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 


SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


On motion of Giles C. Smith, Williamson Terrill was . 
granted leave of absence to attend the anniversary of 


‘the American Bible Society, to be held next Thursday 


in the city of New York. 

John H. Barth presented a memorial relating to 
German Annual Conferences, signed by Anthony Hal- 
derbach and sixteen others, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the German Work. 
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Philip Kuhl presented a memorial relating to Ger- 
man Annual Gonferences, signed by John H. Brune 
and thirty-six others, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the German Work. 

Nelson E. Cobleigh offered the following resolution, 


which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and importance of establishing a 
branch book depository at St. Louis, Missouri, in order to meet more 
fully and more promptly the wants of the Church in the South-west. 

Also, that the same committee inquire into the importance of so 
enlarging and improving the Central Christian Advocate as to make 
’ it equal in all respects to the Western Christian Advocate, pub- 
lished at Cincinnati, Ohio. 


TROY CONFERENCE. 


Oren Gregg offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of inserting the following resolution in the Disci- 
pline as an appendix: 


Resolved, That it is the judgment of this General Conference that 
it is the privilege and duty of a committee or ecclesiastical court, in 
the trial of a member or preacher, to say what the crime is which 
has been clearly shown in the investigation of the charges and speci- 
fications, though it may differ in degree of criminality from what is 
alleged. Provided, however, that no new issues shall be raised with- 
out charges in due form being preferred, and suitable notice being 
given to the accused of such charges. 

Stephen D. Brown presented the following memori- 
als from within the bounds of the Vermont Conference, 
on the subject of Boundaries, namely: One from Shel- 
burn, signed by R. Rogers and forty others; one from 
Charlotte, signed by A. H. Tupper and nine others; 
one from Ferrisburgh, signed by J. Walker and thirty 
others; one from Winooski, signed by S. H. Weston 
and seven others; one from First Church, Burlington, 
signed by A. H. Blair and five others; and one from 
Burlington District, signed by W. W. Atwater and 
thirteen other preachers; and they were referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

William Griffin presented a memorial from Albany, 
signed by George S. Chadbourn and ten others, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 
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VERMONT CONFERENCE. 


Andes T. Bullard presented memorials relating to 
Boundaries, as follows: One from Putnam P. Ray, 
presiding elder of Montpelier District; one from St. 
Albans, signed by A. Hagar and five others ; one from 
Colchester, signed by Charles Collins and eight others ; 
one from Underhill, signed by C. Niles and. fifteen 
others; and one from Starksborough and Jericho, 
signed by Sidney Sayles and thirty-eight others; and 
they were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


James Lawson presented a memorial from Dodge- 
ville Circuit, signed by R. Dudgeon and twenty others, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Samuel C. Thomas presented a memorial from the 
Ministerial Association of Milwaukee District, asking 
the General Conference to allow and authorize the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference to reconsider its action 
in the case of Samuel W. Martin, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Matthias Himebaugh presented a memorial relating 
to a Change of the Ritual, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revision of the Ritual. He also offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of substituting the following, or its sub- 
stance, in the place of ans. 3 to quest. 7 of § 3, chap. i, Part II, on 
page 52 of Discipline: ; 

“*(3.) Every Annual Conference shall provide for the support of 
their superannuated preachers, the widows and orphans of preach- 
ers, as follows; namely, $150 per annum for each superannuated 
preacher; ditto and wife, $250; and if they have one or more chil- 
dren under sixteen years of age, $300. For each widow, $150 per 
annum during her widowhood, provided she sustains a good moral 
character. And for each orphan child under sixteen years of age, , 
$50 per annum. Each Annual Conference having a right to increase | 
but not to diminish said amounts, shall secure the same to said 
claimants, unless they shall relinquish their claims on the grounds 
that they are able to-live comfortably without them, or shall other- 
Wise forfeit them in the manner hereafter described. 

‘(4.) The Conference stewards shall (1) ascertain the whole amount 
of claims of said superannuated preachers, the widows and orphan 
children of preachers for the past year; then (2) proceed forthwith 
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to levy a tax on the receipts of the effective preachers during the 
same year, sufficient to meet the claims aforesaid. Provided, how- 
ever, that no preacher shall be taxed on a less sum than $200, nor 
more than $500 per annum. Said tax shall be paid to said Confer- 
ence stewards during the session of the Conference when it was 
levied, and may be raised by the preachers as the ‘fifth collection.’ 

“(5.) If any effective preacher shall fail to pay his proportion of 
said tax levied by said Conference stewards, the secretary of the 
Conference shall keep a record of said failure, and said preacher 
shall thereby forfeit all claims for himself and family upon the funds 
of the Conference, raised as above, for as many years as he has failed 
to pay his tax as aforesaid; said forfeiture to take effect upon his 
first claim.” 


WYOMING CONFERENCE, 


The Chair presented the appeal of Welcome Smith, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Appeals. 

The following communication was received from the 
bishops, and was referred to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy : 

To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE,—In reply to the resolution which 
you have adopted, inquiring whether in the opinion of the bishops 
the state of the work is such as to require an addition to their num- 
ber, Iam instructed to say, that in their judgment the interests of 
the Church demand the appointment of two additional members for 
the superintendency of the work in the United States and Territories, 
and of two missionary bishops—one for our missions in Europe and 


Asia, and the other for our missions in Africa. 
O. ©. Baker, Secretary of Board of Bishops. 


On motion of William H. Goode, the report of the 
Committee on Missions, No. I, which was presented 
and laid on the table May 7th, was taken up and read. 

Gardner Baker moved to adopt the first resolution. 
Daniel Curry moved to amend by inserting immedi- 
ately after the word “shall” the words “with the 
concurrence of the presiding bishop.” On motion, the 
amendment was laid on the table by a vote of 84 
to AO. 

Reuben Nelson moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was laid on the table. A mo- 
tion of James Drummond to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table did not prevail, and the vote was 
reconsidered, and the motion to lay the amendment on 
the table was lost. 

William Hardin moved the previous question, and 
the motion was sustained by a vote of 122 to 34; and 
the amendment was adopted, and ‘the resolution as 
amended was adopted. 
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The second and third resolutions were read and 
adopted. 

Charles A. Holmes moved that the fourth resolution, 
relating to Episcopal Visitation of our Principal Foreign 
Missions as often at least as once in four years, be laid 
on the table,-but the motion did not prevail. Daniel 
Curry moved to strike out the word “four” and sub- 
stitute “two ;” and, on motion of Mighill Dustin, the 
motion to strike out was laid on the table by a vote 
of 84 to 66. After which, on motion of Sylvester L. 
Congdon, the fourth resolution was laid on the table 
for the present. 

The resolutions of the report as amended and 
as adopted are as follows: 


The Committee on Missions beg leave to submit the following re- 
port in part: 

1. Resolved, That, in the judgment of this General Conference, | 
our Foreign Missions should be organized into Mission Annual 
Conferences so soon as: their condition severally shall render such 
organization proper, and that such Mission Conferences shall, with 
the concurrence of the presiding bishop, possess all the rights, pow- 
ers, and privileges of other Annual Conferences, excepting that of 
sending delegates to the General Conference, and of drawing their 
annual dividends from the avails of the Book Concern and the Char- 
tered Fund, and of voting on constitutional changes proposed in the 
Discipline. 

2. Resolved, That this General Conference organize the Missions 
in India into a Mission Annual Conference, with powers limited as 
above. 

3. Resolved, That the General Conference authorize the bishops 
to organize any other of our Foreign Missions into Mission Confer- 
ences, subject to the above limitations, when in their judgment it is 
desirable and practicable. 


[See Appendix J, I.] 

On motion of William H. Goode, the following res- 
olution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to pro- 


vide for the organization of a Mission Conference in India, pursuant 
to recommendation of the report just adopted. 


The following letter of invitation was received and 
read: 


DEPARTMENT OF Ciry PROPERTY. 
PHILADELPHIA, May 10, 1864. 


JOHN WETHERILL AND OTHERS OF THE METHODIST BPISCOPAL Con- 
FERENCE, 


GENTLEMEN,—On behalf of the Committee of City Property of the 


City of Philadelphia, to whose custody is committed the charge of 
Independence Hail, the members of the Conference are cordially in- 
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vited to visit the Hall on Friday next, 13th instant, at twelve o'clock, 

or on any other day or hour that may be most convenient to the Con- 

ference. Please communicate to us whether this invitation is ac- 

cepted by the Conference, and if the time is convenient for them. 
Very respectfully yours, 


JOSHUA SPERING, Ch'n of Com. 


I most cheerfully concur in the above invitation, and will afford 
every convenience to make the visit pleasant and agreeable. 


JouN W. LEIGH, Commissioner of City Property. 


On motion of Stacey W. Hilliard, the invitation was 
accepted for Thursday next at twelve o’clock M. 

An invitation was also received from the Board of 
Managers of the House of Refuge, as follows: 


Dr. JOSEPH PARRISH: 


DEAR Sir,—The Board of Managers of the House of Refuge have 
requested me in their name to invite the members of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church to visit that institu- 
tion any afternoon they may select, except on Saturday and Sun- 

- day, (visits on those days being contrary to a rule of the Board.) 


May 5, 1864. Tuomas Harp, President. 


On motion of Thomas E. Corkhill, the invitation was 
accepted for Tuesday next at two o’clock P. M. 
' An invitation was also received from the Pennsyl- 
vania Institution for the Instruction of the Blind, as 
follows: 


PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTION FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF THE BLIND. 
May 10, 1864. 


The members of the General Conference and their friends are re- 
spectfully invited to a special exhibition of the musical and other 
exercises of the pupils of this institution on Thursday evening, 12th 
instant, at a quarter before eight o’clock. 

Should Thursday not be convenient to the Conference, Saturday 
evening would suit the Institution. 


Very respectfully, 
Wituram Caapin, Principal. 


On motion, the invitation was accepted, and the 
thanks of the Conference were tendered to the parties 
extending the foregoing invitations severally. 

Bishop Morris presented a memorial from L. 8, Ja- 
coby, and five others of the German Mission Confer- 
ence, on the Time of Probation in Mission Conferences, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Bishop Baker announced the following committees : 

Committee on Conference of Appeals: Moses Smith, 
William F. Wilson, Francis B. Bangs, William Har- 
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Meaytll. din, Horatio W. Houghton, Daniel Cobb, David B. 

aioe Day. “TW Kenzie« . . 

Conmitaie Committee on Church Music: Randolph 8. Foster, 
Thomas C. Gardner, Daniel A. Whedor. 

Reception of On motion of James Hill, the Conference made the 


from the Afi reception of the deputation from the General Confer- 
Church fixed. ence of the African Methodist Episcopal Church the 
order of the day for Friday next at eleven o’clock A. M. 

On motion, Conference adjourned,” e 

The Doxology was sung, after which the Benedic- 


tion was pronounced by Joseph B. Wakeley. 


May 12. THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 12. 


Nivta Day, 
Opening ofCon- Conference met this morning at half past eight 
dct o’clock, Bishop Baker in the chair. 
The usual religious services were conducted by 
Thomas H. Sinex, of the Michigan Conference. 
isin The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. — 
Aaron Wood moved.a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to introduce a motion to change the time 
of meeting from half past eight to nine o’clock A.M, 
: but the motion to suspend did not prevail. 
Ketingcene Reports from Standing Committees being in order, 
< Mnittee. Joseph M. Trimble, Chairman of the Committee on 
Rpisopsey.  Episcopacy, presented Report No. I, comprising three 
Report No-T. items: one relating to the matter of dividing Presid- 
ing Elders’ Districts in the interval of the sessions of an 
Annual Conference; one relating to the Appointment 
of Presiding Elders to pastoral charges; and one relat- 
ing to the power of a Presiding Elder to give a Certifi- 
cate of withdrawal to Superannuated Preachers in cer- 
tain cases ; and the report was adopted as follows: 


First IreM.—Among the matters referred to this committee, with 
instruétions to examine and report, are the following: 

; “Is it in accordance with the general usage of the Methodist 
Divisions of Episcopal Church, with the spirit of her economy, and with the law 
Presiding El- of the same given in the Discipline, Part J, chap. iii, § 1, in answer 
ens to question 3, and in chap. iv, § 1, that on the decease of a presid- 
ofConferences. ing elder in the interim of an Annual Conference, a bishop may 
divide the district into two or more sub-districts, and appoint thereto 
as many presiding officers, having power to perform all the duties 
of presiding elders in Quarterly Conferences, and to represent in 
the ensuing Annual Conference the preachers in charge of the cir- 

cuits or stations to which they were personally appointed ?”” 
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We find among the duties of the bishops the following: to form 
the districts according to his judgment, (Discipline, answer 2, page 
92.) The same authority (see Discipline, page 98) declares the pre- 
siding elders are to be chosen by the bishop, thus referring the 
whole power in determining the size of the district, the number of 
its charges, and the selection of the presiding elders to the bishop. 
We, therefore, answer the question thus: 

He has the legal right to arrange the district according to his 
own judgment. 


Seconp ItEM.—Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be 
instructed to report .to this Conference at an early day whether, in 
the judgment of the Committee, the bishops have authority, under 
the present rule of Discipline, to appoint a presiding elder to the 
charge of a circuit or station. 

We answer, in our judgment, they have such right. 


Tutrp IteM.—The following question and answer are from the 
Journal of the Central Illinois, Conference, and were referred to the 
Committee: ‘‘When a superannuated member of a sister Confer- 
ence, residing in the bounds of our Conference, concludes to with- 
draw from the Church, can the presiding elder give him a certificate 
of withdrawal ?” : . 

Answer. No. 

We respectfully recommend concurrence in the decision of the 
Chair as the correct ruling. 


[See Appendi« D, I.] 

Charles B. Tippett, Chairman of the Committee on 
the Book Concern, submitted Reports Nos. III and 
IV, which were adopted as follows, namely : 
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publishing a paper in the Swedish language was referred, report, 
That the General Conference refer the adoption of the “ Ambassa- 
dor” tothe discretion of the Book Agents at Cincinnati; that if 
they find upon investigation that they can publish it without seri- 
ous loss to the Concern, they are authorized to do. so, either at 
Rockford or Chicago. 


The Committee on. the Book Concern have had under considera- 
‘tion the proposition of T. A. Goodwin in relation to the Central 
Christian Advocate, and report adversely. 


[See Appendix G, III and IV.] 

Davis W. Clark, Chairman of the Committee on 
Revisals, presented Report No. Il, relating to, 1. Chap- 
Jains to Hospitals. 2. Agents for Benevolent Institu- 
tions. 3. Preaching without License. It lies on the 
table under the rule. 

The Committee on Appeals report in part, as fol- 
lows: 


On motion, the decision of the Illinois Annual Conference in ex- 
pelling B. F. Northcot was affirmed. _ Samus Hint, Seei 


per. 


Revisals: 
_ Report No. II. 


Appeals, 
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James Porter, Chairman of the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tract Cause, presented Report No. I, 
which was read and adopted. The following are the 
resolutions of the report: 


1. Resolved, That we have great cause for devout gratitude to 
Almighty God for the signal success and healthy outgrowth of the 
Sunday-school cause during the past four years, under the fostering 
care of the Church and the vigilant and faithful supervision of Dr. 
Wise, our Corresponding Secretary. 

2. Resolved, That we hail with joy the pleasing intelligence that 
the returns of 1863 show the number of schools in the Church to 
be 13,088; officers and teachers, 148,582; scholars, 844,706; con- 
versions during the term, 70,000, making an increase of 279 schools, 
8,055 officers and teachers, 94,588 scholars, which, with an addition 
of 168 bound volumes, and 129 paper covered books and tracts to 
our catalogue, affords the highest encouragement to continued effort 
in this neble cause. 

3. Resolved, That we cordially recommend the “Sunday-School 
Teachers’ Journal” to the largest patronage of all our people, be- 
lieving that it is eminently calculated to assist teachers in their diffi- 
cult work. ’ 

4. Resolved, That we recommend to the Sunday-School Union 


_to amend the second article of its constitution, so that it shall read: 


“The object of this society shall be to promote the cause of Sab- 
bath-Schools in connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and in such other spheres of Christian labor as, in the judgment of 
the board of managers, may have claims upon its charity; and thus, 
by a careful training of those who may be under its influence, seek 
to promote the glory of God and the happiness of mankind.” 


[See Appendix L, III] 

James Porter, Chairman of the Committee on Tem- 
poral Economy, submitted Report No. I, which was 
adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Temporal Economy respectfully report, 1. That 
they deem it inexpedient for the General Conference to make more 
stringent rules in relation to members who fail to support the in- 
stitutions of religion according to their ability, as proposed by the 
Ohio Conference. 2. The committee also report adversely to strik- 
ing out of the Discipline the twenty-first and twenty-second para- 
graphs of the answer to question 1, in Part TI, chap. ii, § 12, pro- 
viding for “a yearly subscription in those circuits that can bear it,”’ 
etc., said paragraphs having fraternal purposes, and being of service 
still in some parts of our work. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Temporal Econ- 
omy also submitted Report No. II, comprising two 
items: One relating to the Accountability of a Church 
for Deficiencies in the Payment of Allowances, and the 
other to the Mode of Fixing and Paying the Salaries 
of the Bishops, and it lies on the table under the rule. 

The roll of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of miscellaneous business, and matters were intro- 


duced and disposed of as follows: 
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BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Lafayette D. White offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be instructed 
to inquire into and report upon the propriety of making such a 
change in the Discipline so as to provide for a more equal division 
of the funds appropriated by the Book Room for the support of 
Conference claimants. 


Isaac S. Bingham offered the following preamble 
and resolutions, and they were adopted : 


Whereas, This General Conference has been favored with the 
presence of delegates from the Wesleyan Methodist Conference of 
England, the Wesleyan Methodist Conference of Canada, and the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada, 
bearing to us the fraternal salutations of the several bodies they 
represent respectively ; therefore 

Resolved, 1. That it is the pleasure of this Conference cordially to 
reciprocate these expressions of Christian regard. , 

Resolved, 2. That we accordingly appoint two members of this 
body to visit, as our representatives, the Wesleyan Methodist Con- 
ference of England, and bear to it our Christian salutations at some 
time during the coming four years. zs 

Resolved, 3. That we also appoint two members of this body to 
visit the Wesleyan Methodist Conference in Canada, at some time 
during the coming four years, for the purposes above specified. 

Resolved, 4. That we also appoint two members of this body to 
visit the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Canada, at. its next session, for the purposes before mentioned. 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE, 
William Nast presented a memorial from R. A. W. 


Bruehl and nineteen others, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the German Work. 


EAST BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


George D. Chenoweth offered the following resolu- 
tion, and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the Discipline, Part II, chap. i, 
§ 4, page 56, by inserting in the twelfth line from the top, after the 
words, “to meet such amount,” the following, namely: ‘‘ By ap- 
portioning the same among the various congregations and classes, 
and then to each individual according to their ability.” 


EAST GENESEE CONFERENCE. 
John M. Reid, at his own request, was excused 
from the Committee on Boundaries, and Sylvester L. 
Congdon was appointed in his stead. 
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ERIE CONFERENCE. 


Richard A. Caruthers presented a memorial from 
Brady’s Bend, signed by John Perry and twenty-six 
others, and it was referred to the Committee on Lay 
Delegation. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Henry F. Koeneke presented two memorials from 
Quincy ; one signed by John M. Eull and twenty-four 
others, and the other by F. W. Janson and eighteen 
others; and they were referred to the Committee on 
the German Work. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


Daniel Curry presented a memorial from South 
Fifth-street Church, Brooklyn, on Sunday-schools, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools; 


‘also two from the same church on Extension of Time, 


and they were referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 


NORTH OHIO .CONFERENCE. 


Jacob Rothweiler presented a memorial from J. 
Yeager and fifty-two others, in relation to German 
Annual Conferences, and it was referred. to the Coni- 
mittee on the German Work. 


OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Barzillai N. Spahr was, on motion of Joseph M. 
Trimble, placed. on the Committee on Boundaries in 
his stead. 


ONEIDA CONFERENCE. 


Albert 8. Graves offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be reqnested to in- 
quire into the expediency of placing in the Discipline-the appoint- 
ment of ‘‘A week of prayer,” for the conversion of the World, to ba 
obseryed by our Chureh. 
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PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


Adam Wallace offered the following resolution, 
which, after a motion of Hugh D. Fisher to lay on the 
table was lost, was adopted :’ 

Resolved, That we disapprove of stamping, clapping, and cheers 


while engaged in the business or devotions of the General Confer- 
ence, within the walls of the sanctuary. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE, 


George L. Mulfinger presented two memorials relat- 
ing to German Annual Conferences: One from D. Con- 


Roox Rrvez. 


rad, and one from C. Reicharts; and they were re- - 


ferred to the Committee on the German Work. 


TROY CONFERENCE. 


Stephen D. Brown presented two memorials on 


Boundaries: One from Highgate, signed by H. Skeeles 
and twenty others; and one from Brandon, signed by 
A. 8. Cool and twenty others; and they were referred 
to the Comimittee on Boundaries. 


UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE. 


George Clifford presented a Plan for Church Ex- 
tension Society, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Missions. 

On motion of Davis W. Clark, report No. I of the 
Committee on Revisal of the Ritual, laid on the table 
May 10, was taken up, and a motion was made to 
adopt it. 

Isaac Owen moved to amend by inserting the word 
“Spirit” for the word “ Ghost ” wherever it occurs in 
the Ritual, which amendment, on motion of Sobend 
‘Haney, was laid on the table. 

Jesse T. Peck moved to amend the first, question in 
the “Form for Receiving Persons into the Church after 
Probation,” by striking out the words “to believe and 
do all things contained therein,’ and insert instead 
thereof the words “faithfully to observe and keep 

. that covenant.” 


Lucius H. King moved to lay the amendment on the 
10 
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table, which motion was lost by a vote of 65 to 109; 
and the amendment was adopted by a vote of 104 
to 74. 

On motion of Stacey W. Hilliard, the previous ques- 
tion was ordered by a vote of 132 to 43, and the re- 
port, as amended, was adopted. [See Appendia X, L} 

Information having been received that it would not 
be convenient to the persons having charge of Inde- 
pendence Hall that the Conference should visit it at 
the time agreed upon yesterday, on motion of James 
H. Noble, the delegation of the Philadelphia Confer- 
ence were appointed a committee to confer with those 
gentlemen, and arrange for a visit at some future time. 
It was also made the duty of the same committee to 
respond on behalf of the Conference to all invitations 
of like character which have been or may hereafter be 
accepted. 

On motion of William H. Goode, the report of the 
Committee on Missions, No. II, was taken up, and, on. 
motion of Gardner Baker, the first resolution, changing 
the name of the Foreign German Mission Conference, 
was adopted. 

Robert M. Hatfield moved the rer of the sec- 
ond resolution, relating to assistant secretaryships of 
the Missionary Society. 

William M’K. Hester offered the following substi- 
tute for the second resolution, namely: 

Resolved, That the last sentence of Article IV of the Constitution of 
the Missionary Society be amended so as to conform to the recom- 


mendations of the Board, by striking out the words, ‘‘and who shall 
reside in the West.” 


On motion of Nicholas J. B. Morgan, the time of 
the session was extended. : 

Pending the discussion of the foregoing substitute, 
on motion, Conference adjourned, and the Benediction 
was pronounced by William Nast. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 13. 


_ Conference met this morning at half past cignt 
o’clock, Bishop Ames in the ghaik. 

The usual religious services were conducted by James 
P. Dimmitt, of the Illinois Conference. 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

John M. Reid, Chairman of the Committee on Itin- 
erancy, submitted Report No. III, in two parts, the 
first relating to the Supernumerary Relation, and the 
second to the matter of preachers refusing to occupy 
parsonages provided for them. The report was read 
and lies on the table under the rule, and Conference 
ordered that it be printed. 

Joseph Cummings, Chairman of the Committee on 
the State of the Country, submitted Report No. I, and 
it was adopted, as follows: 0 


The Committee on the State of the Country have carefully con- 
sidered the following subject, submitted to them by the General Con- 


ference, namely: 


“ Whereas, It is a well-known fact that the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was the first to tender its allegiance to the Government un- 
der the Constitution in the days of Washington; and 

“ Whereas the fair record of the Church has never been tarnished 
by disloyalty; and “ 

“ Whereas our ministers and people are truly and deeply in sym- 
pathy with the Government in its efforts to put down rebellion and 
set the captives free; therefore 

“ Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, whose duty it 
‘shall be to proceed to Washington and to present to the President 
of these United States the assurances of our Church, in a suitable 
address, that we are with him heart and soul in the present struggle 
for human rights and free institutions ;”’ 


And beg leave to report that they recommend that “five” be sub- 
stituted for “three” as the number of the committee, and that the 
resolution as thus amended be adopted. 


Charles B. Tippett, Chairman of the Committee on 
the Book Concern, submitted Report No. V, compris- 
ing the following resolution, and it was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York be instructed to 
establish a Book Depository in the city of Philadelphia, if in their 


judgment it can be done without loss to the Concern, and under 
such conditions as shall be entirely satisfactory to them. 


[See Appendi« G, V.] 
Charles B. Tippett presented a memorial from J. H. 
C. Dosh relating to a Revision of the Ritual, and it was 

referred to the committee on that subject. 
Benjamin F. Crary, Chairman of the Committee on 
‘Slavery, submitted a report, proposing a change of the 
General Rule on Slavery; and, at his request, it was 
Jaid on the table to be printed, and its consideration 
was made the order of the day for Tuesday next, at 
ten o’clock A. M. 
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William H. Goode, Chairman of the Committee on 
Missions, reported back the memorial from the Ladies’ 
Home Mission of Cincinnati, recommending its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Itinerancy, with the recom-, 
mendation to consider the expediency of including the 
Ladies’ Home Mission in Cincinnati among the excep- 
tions to the rule requiring the change of the preacher 
every two years, and it was referred accordingly. — 

He also reported back the memorial relating to 
Swedish Missions; also resolutions relating to missions 
in.New Mexico and Arizona, recommending that they 
be referred to the General Missionary Committee at 
New York; and they were referred accordingly. 

On motion of William H. Goode, the consideration 
of the report pending at adjournment yesterday was 
resumed. . 

William F, Cowles moved to amend by striking out 
the words “who shall reside in the West,” and insert- 
ing instead thereof, “who shall reside on the Pacific 
Coast.” Luke Hitchcock moved to lay the amend- 
ment on the table. The motion prevailed, and the sub- 
stitute was adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That the last sentence of Article IV of the Constitution 
of the Missionary Society be amended so as to conform to the rec- 
ommendation of the Board, by striking out the words “and who 
shall reside in the West.” 


The third resolution, relating to the “Contingent 
Fund,” was adopted, and the report, as amended and 
as a whole, containing the following resolutions, was 
adopted : 

1. Resolwed, That the General Conference grant the request of the 
Foreign German Mission Conference, and change the name of that 


Conference into “The Mission Conference of Germany and Switzer- 
land.” 


2. Resolved, That the last sentence of Article IV of the Constitu- 
tion of the Missionary Society be amended so as to conform to the 
recommendation of the Board, by striking out the words “and who 
shall reside in the West.” 


3. Itesolved, That, in view of the largely increased annual disburse- 
ments of the Missionary Society, the Contingent Fund be increased 
to twenty-five thousand dollars, and that the increase be made ayail- 
able for the current year. 

Joseph M. Trimble, Chairman of the Committee on 
Episcopacy, presented Report No. II, relating, 1. To 
the President of the Annual Conference; 2. To the 


Limitation of Pastoral Service; 3. To the Power of 
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Committee of Trial ; and, 4. To the Power of Presiding 
Elders ; and, on motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, it was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed by a vote of 82 
to 42. 

Daniel Wise asked and obtained leave of absence 
after half past ten o’clock this morning till Monday 
afternoon. _ 

On motion of John M. Reid, Report No. II of the 
Committee on Itinerancy, laid on the table May 11, 
was taken up, and the first part, relating to the Ex- 
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tension of the Time of Ministerial Service to Three Extension of 
time. 


Years, was read. 

Pending the discussion, Daniel Wise moved to lay 
the matter under consideration on the table, that the 
Conference might proceed to the order of the day. 

Lucius H. King moved, as an amendment, that the 
Report before the Conference be made the order of the 
day for Wednesday next, at ten o’clock A.M., which 
amendment, on motion of Robert M. Hatfield, was laid 
on the table, and the motion made by Daniel Wise 
prevailed. 

On motion of Jesse T. Peck, Conference proceeded 
to the order of the day, namely, the reception of 
the Delegates from the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
in Canada. An address from the Canada Wesleyan 
Conference was then presented and read. [For Ad- 
dress, see Appendi« B, VIII.] 

Rey. John Carroll and Rev. S. 8. Nelles, D.D., del- 
egates from that body, then addressed the Conference. 

Freeborn G. Hibbard offered 'the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That we have listened with pleasure to the addresses 
and representations of our brethren, the delegates from the Wesley- 
an Methodist Conference of Canada, and while we extend to them 
our cordial greeting as “our brethren and kinsmen in. the Spirit, 
we assure them of our unabated esteem for and fellowship with the 
body which they represent. In the Wesleyan Connection of Cana- 
da we recognize a legitimate link of our developing Methodistic de- 
scent—the child of the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United 
States; ecclesiastically, a ‘‘ Hebrew of the Hebrews;”’ a vine of the 


planting of our fathers, a goodly vine, and we pray that she may 
gend out her fruitful “boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto 


the river.” 


On motion of Edward Thomson, the Address of the 
Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Can- 
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ada was referred to the Committee on Comiepom- 
ence. 

The committee appointed yesterday to confer with 
the authorities at Independence Hall reported that it 
would be convenient to them to receive the Conference 
on either Saturday or Monday next; whereupon, on 
motion of Henry C. Benson, the time was fixed for 
next Saturday, (to-morrow,) at twelve o’clock M. 

The following letter of invitation was received, 
namely : 


‘ 


Union Leacuer House, May 13, 1864. 


DEAR Sir,—The Union League of Philadelphia invited the dele- 
gates to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
to visit the League House on Monday last, and the invitation 
(though I believe it was accepted) was not understood by the great 
majority of the delegates as designating any particular evening for 
the visit, and consequently very few attended. In order to remedy 
this, I am authorized on behalf of the League to renew the invitation 
for Monday evening next, the 16th inst., at eight o’clock P.M.; and 
to say that a committee of the League ‘will wait upon such of the 
delegates as may be disposed to accept this invitation at such place 
as they may appoint, and escort them to the League House. 

Most of the religious bodies which have held their sessions in this 
city within a year past have accepted a similar invitation, and it 
will give great satisfaction to the members of the League to welcome 
your Conference, which has in such an outspoken and acceptable 
manner declared its loyalty to the cause of the Union. 

Very truly your friend and servant, 


Rey. Dr. Harris, JOsEPH B. TOWNSEND, 
Sec’y of Conf. in behalf of the League. 


On motion of Granville Moody, it was agreed that 
the Conference meet at Union Church, at half past 
seven o’clock on Monday evening next, and go in b 
body to the Union Beague Fide 

By unanimous consent, Stephen D. Brown, of Troy 
Conference, presented Poult memorials on Boundaries: 
One from’ Leicester and Goshen, signed by L. R. Sayles 
and ten others; one from Pittsford and East Pitts- 
ford, signed by J. C. Leonard and eighteen others ; one 
from Vergennes, signed by T. Morgan and nine others; 
and one from Rutland, signed by William A. Burnett 
and twenty-nine others; and they were referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion of James Hill, the order of the day, 
namely, the reception of the Deputation from the Af- 
rican Methodist Episcopal Church, was taken up, and 
Bishop Morris introduced Rev. M. M. Clark, Rev. W. 
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R. Revels, and Rev. J. P. Campbell,’ delegates from 
that body, and they severally addressed the Confer- 
ence. 

On motion of Samuel Y. Monroe, the time of the ses- 
sion was extended. 

Samuel C. Brown offered the following resolution, 
which was.adopted : 

Resolved, That we have heard with peculiar gratification the elo- 
quent addresses of the Deputation from the General Conference of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, and that we congratulate 


them upon their past success, and bid them a hearty God-speed in 
entering the now widely opened fields of Christian labor. 


On motion of Daniel W. Bristol, the Committee on 
Correspondence was requested to consider and report 
as to the expediency of opening a correspondence with 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

By unanimous consent, James Porter presented a 
memorial from William C. Brown, of Chelsea, in rela- 
tion to Congregational Singing, Kneeling in Prayer, etc. ; 
and it was referred to the Committee on Pastoral Ad- 
dress. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. 

After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by Samuel A. W. Jewett. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 14. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Morris in the chair. 

The: usual religious services were conducted by 
Calvin Kingsley, of Erie Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

James Porter offered the followiig” resolution, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of this Conference be authorized 
and directed, in preparing our J: ournals for the press, to arrange for 
printing the reports of the several committees together in the 


Appendix. 

On motion, the following members of Conference 
were granted temporary leave of absence, namely : 
Horatio R. Clark, Thomas E. Corkhill, Thomas Carl- 
ton, James Porter, Alexander L. Brice, Jonathan T. 
Crane, and Reuben Nelson. 
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John M. Reid, Chairman of the Committee on Itin- 
erancy, submitted Report No. IV, in two parts: The 
first part relating, 1. To the Time of Probation in Mis- 
sion Conferences ; 2. To the Mode of Appointing Pre- 
siding Elders; and, 3. To the Matter of Church Records. 
The second part recommending such a change in the 
Discipline as to provide for the appointment of a Mem- 
ber of an Annual Conference to the Editorship of 
Zion’s Herald. The second part of the report lies on 
the table under the rule. —- é 

A motion was made to adopt the first part of the 
report, and the first paragraph was read and adopted, 
as follows: 


The Committee on Itinerancy have had under consideration the 
subject of Extending the Time of Probation in Mission Annual 
Conferences, and respectfully report that they are unable at the 
present time to recommend such discrimination. 


Pending a motion to adopt so much of the réport 
as relates to the Mode of Appointing Presiding. Elders, 
Thomas C. Gardner offered the following substitute 
for the resolution contained in the report, namely : 

Resolved, That the Presiding Elders be elected by ballot, without 


debate in the Annual Conference, on the nomination of the presid- 
ing bishop. ; 


While this substitute was under consideration, on 
motion of Benjamin Pilsbury, the subject was laid on 
the table to allow John P. Durbin to introduce a reso- 
lution in regard to the visits to Independence Hall 
and the Union League House. 

The following preamble and resolution, offered. by 
John P. Durbin, were adopted: 


Whereas, The city authorities have invited the Conference to visit 
Independence Hall, which invitation has been accepted for twelve 
o’clock to-day; therefore 

Resolved, That Rev. Bishop Simpson be respectfully requested to 
respond to any salutation or address of welcome which may be 
made on that occasion; and that Drs. Thomson, Foster, and Eddy 
be requested to discharge a like office on next Monday evening at | 


- the Union League House. 


On motion of John P. Durbin, the matter laid on 
the table for the time was taken up, and Thomas H. 
Lynch moved to lay the substitute offered by Thomas 
C, Gardner on the table. 
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_ Lucius H. King‘called for a vote by ayes and noes 
on the motion. to lay on the table, and the call was 
sustained by more than twenty-five members. The 
roll was called and the vote was as follows, namely : 
Ayes.—Adams, Alexander, Allen of Maine, Allen 
of New England, Armstrong, Baird, Baker, Bangs, 
Bannister, Bartine, Barton, Bennett, Blake, Brecken- 
ridge, Brooks, Brown of New York, Brownscombe, 
Bruce, Bullard, Carlton, Chambers. Whenoweth, 
- Church, Clark of New York, Cla: estern Vir- 
ginia, Clifford, Cobb, Colby, Corkhinreb. he, Crary, 
Davis, Dempsey, Drummond, Durbin, Elliott, Erwin, 
Ferris, Fiegenbaum, Fisher, Foote, Foster, George, 
Golden, Goode, Graves, Griffin, Griswold, Gurley, 
Hall, Hamlin, Haney, Harden, Harris, Harrison, Haw- 
ley, Henderson, Hester, Hibbard, Hill of Indiana, Hil- 
’ jiard, Himebaugh, Hitchcock, Houghton, Huffman, 
Hunter, Kynett, Lanahan, Lemon, Lynch, M’Kenzie, 
M’Murray, Malcom, Manson, Mason, Miley, Miller of 
Nebraska, Moore, Morgan, Melfinger, Nelson of Cen- 
tral Ohio, Nesbit, Noble, Olin, Owen, Peck of Wyo- 
ming, Penfield, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury of Wisconsin, 
Poe, Porter, Ray, Reid of East Genesee, Reger, Rei- 
ley, Robinson, Roth, Sherman, Shumate, Smith of 
Northwest Indiana, Smith of Southeastern Indiana, 
Spahr, Stallard, Strout, Thomas, Thomson, Thurston, 
Tippett, Trimble, Wakeley, Walker, Wallace, Ward- 
well, Webber, Wentworth, White of Black River, 
White of Ohio, Whitecar, Whiteman, Wilbor of Gene- 
see, Wiley, Wilson of Erie, Wood, Wright—124. 
Noes.—Andrews, Benson, Bigelow, Boyd, Bristol, 
Brown of ‘Providence, Brown of Troy, Caruthers, 
Castle, Clark of Wyoming, Cobleigh, Congdon, Car- 
rington, Cowles, Crawford, Cummings, Cunningham, 
Curry, Denison, Dimmitt, Dustin, Eddy, Gardner, 
- Goodwin, Gregg, Guthrie, Haines, Harlow, Hatfield, 
Hill of Erie, Hobart, Holmes, Hurlburt, J ervis, Jew- 
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ton, Patten, Pearne, Peck of California, Pike, Pilcher, 
Pilsbury of New York East, Raymond, Reéd of De- 
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troit, Richards, Rothweiler, Shinn, Sinex, Smart, 
Smith of Cincinnati, Smith of Western Iowa, Starks, 
Stewart, Street, Terrill, Twombly, Vansant, Whedon, 
Wilbur of Oregon, Woodruff, Young—8s1. 
Absent.—Barth, Bingham, Brice, Davidson, Har- 
den, Nelson of Wyoming, Pershing, Reese, Reeves, 
Wilson of Central Ohio, and Wise—11. 
Sve, Substitute was laid on the table by a vote of 
1.7% OF 7 Ca. te : 
Ba, pus tee the xved to amend by striking out of 
the rés *@n..+ae01t part which calls the attention of 
the bishops to the kind of presiding elders required by 
the Church, but, on motion of James S. Smart, the 
amendment was laid on the table. 
Alpha J. Kynett offered the following substitute : 
Resolved, That Part II, chap. iv, $1, page 98 be amended as fol- 


lows: Add after the words, “By the bishops,” the words, “subject 
to the approval of the Annual Conference.” e 


William M’K. Hester moved to amend by striking 
out all after the word “Resolved,” and inserting the 
following : 


The presiding elders shall be appointed by the bishops, after con- 
sultation with a council composed of one member from each district, 


' who shall be elected by their several districts. 


Point of order 
decided. 


When the foregoing amendment was presented a 
question of order was raised, namely: Can an amend- 
ment to the original resolution be entertained while 
a substitute for the resolution is still pending? The 
Chair decided that an amendment can be so enter- 
tained, under authority of the ninth rule of the Confer- 
ence. -From this decision John P. Durbin appealed to 
the Conference. Whereupon the question was put: 
“Shall the decision of the Chair. be sustained?” and 
by vote the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Another point of order was raised, namely : 

Is not a motion to amend a resolution by striking 
out of it all after the word “ Resolved,” and inserting 
other matter instead, in fact, though not in form, a 
motion to adopt a substitute for the resolution; and is 
not such motion to amend subject to the rules gov- 
erning in the case of substitutes ? . 
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The Chair held the point of order to be well taken, 
and ruled the foregoing amendment to be out of 
order. 

John L. Smith moved that the whole subject be in- 
definitely postponed, and, on this motion, Thomas H. 
Pearne called for a vote by ayes and noes, but the call 
was not sustained, only four voting in favor of it. 

The motion to postpone was lost, by a vote of 47 to 
127, after which, on motion of James Porter, the whole 
subject was laid on the table. 
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The resolution concerning Church Records was 


adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That a uniform and thorough mode of keeping Church 
Records is of great importance, and that we advise careful attention 
thereto on the part of all our preachers, and we especially commend 
to the attention of our people and preachers the new Church Record 
published by our Book Agents as admirably adapted to promote 
this desirable end. 


Charles B. Tippett, Chairman of the Committee on 
. the Book Concern, presented Report No. VI, and it 
was adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on the Book Concern beg leave to report the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at Cincinnati be and are hereby 
authorized to sell all books of the General Catalogue, published by 
the Agents at New York, at the same rates that they are sold at in 
New York, and the Book Agents at New York shall, in cases of 
sales to the trade, make such discounts to the Agents of the West- 
ern Concern that they can afford to sell to their customers at New 
York prices, granting them six per centum difference in discount on 
sales made to the trade, and the Western Agents shall sell to the 
N ew York Agents at the same rates. 


They further report in relation to a paper in Philadelphia ag 


follows: 
Resolved, That we deem it inexpedient to authorize our Agents to 


establish a paper in Philadelphia, that city and its surrounding 
country being an important part of the territory patronizing the 
Christian Advocate and Journal, which is now restricted as much 
as we can en if published at its present subscription price. 


J oseph Oe eas Chairman of the Committee on 
the State of the Country, presented Report No. II, 
comprising an Address to the President of the United 
States, and the nomination of a Deputation to bear the 
Address to Washington, and, in behalf of the Confer- 
ence, present it to the Chief Magistrate of the na- 
tion. The Address was read and adopted, and the 
nominated delegation was confirmed, as follows: 
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Bishop Edward R. Ames, Joseph Cummings, George 
Peck, Charles Elliott, Granville Moody. [For Re- 
port, as adopted, see Appendiz I, II.] / 

William H. Goode, Chairman of the Committee on 
Missions, presented Report No. III, and the first and 
second resolutions were adopted, as follows: 

1, Resolved, That the Board of Managers of the Missionary Soci- 
ety of the Methodist Episcopal Church be and they hereby are au 
thorized, so far as the General Conference may authorize, to convey" 
to the Trustees of the Wallamet University, in Salem, Oregon, all the - 
lands in and near Salem now belonging to the said Board of Man- 
agers, the said lands and their avails to be used by the trustees of 
the said Wallamet University as an endowment fund, the interest 
only of which shall be used for the support of said institution. 

2, Resolved, That in the appointment of the General Missionary 
Committee the bishops be directed to constitute corresponding 
members of the said committee for Oregon and California Conferences 
respectively, who shall have a corresponding relation to the said 
committee, and shall be allowed to vote by proxy in its annual 


meetings, on all subjects relating to domestic missions on the Pacific 
coast. 


The third resolution, relating to a change in the 
Discipline in regard to publishing the names of con- 
tributors to the cause of missions, lies on the table 
under the rule. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Missions further 
reported, in continuance of No. III, two resolutions re- 
lating to the claim made by William Wilmot for pecun- 
iary relief, and the resolutions were adopted. [For 
Resolutions as adopted, see Appendix J, TI.] 

Davis W. Clark, Chairman of the Committee on 
Revisals, presented Report No. III, comprising five 
items: 1. Of Class-meetings; 2. Neglect of the Means 
of Grace; 3. Depositions and Course of an Accused 
Party; 4. On seeing the Preachers behave well and 
want nothing; 5. Annual Election of Stewards. The 
report lies on the table under the rule. 

Davis W. Clark, Chairman of the Committee on 
Revision of the Ritual, presented Report No. III, re- 
lating to the Ministration of Baptism to Infants, and it 
was laid on the table under the rule. 

Joseph Cummings presented a memorial froma con- 
vention of laymen within the bounds of the New En- 
gland Conference, on the Election of Stewards, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

Hugh D. Fisher presented the resolutions of a meet- 
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ing of clergymen of Philadelphia in relation to the 
“Pennsylvania Freedmen’s Relief Association,” and it 
was referred to the Committee on Freedmen. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. 

After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by Edwin E. Griswold. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 16. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Janes in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
William M’K. Hester; of the Indiana Conference. | 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Frederick Merrick asked leave to record his vote on 
the question taken by ayes and noes on Saturday. 

On motion, leave was granted; his name was called, 
and he voted No, and the Secretary was instructed to 
correct the vote of Saturday accordingly. 

On motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, the order of business 
was suspended, ‘and he moved to amend the Ninth 
Rule by transposing the words “amendment” and 
“substitute,” and striking out the words “or” and 
“also” in the same clause. 

Niram Norton moved as a substitute for the fore- 
going amendment, to change the last clause of the Rule 
so as to read, “substitute or amendment, either of 
which may be amended.” 

“George W. Walker moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table; but the motion did not prevail. 

Lafayette D, White moyed to refer the whole sub- 
ject to a committee of three, with instructions to re- 
port as soon as practicable; but the motion was lost. 
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John H. Twombly offered the following resolution: 


Fresolved, That the Secretary of the Conference be requested to 
publish in the Daily Advocate a statement of the unfinished business 
before this body. 


On motion of Moses Hill, the resolution was laid on 
the table. 

The order of business was resumed, and reports of 
standing committees being called for, George Peck, 
Chairman of the Committee on the German Work, 
presented Report No. J, recommending the Organiza- 
tion of the German Work into Separate Annual Con- 
ferences, and the Report was laid on the table to be 
printed. 

The Committee on Appeals presented a report, and 
William H. Olin moved to recommit with instructions. 
Pending the discussion, James Pike moved the previous 
question, and the motion was sustained by a vote of 
118 to 6, and the report was recommitted; and the 
committee were directed, in making their reports, to 
include in them a statement of the nature of the action 
of the Annual Conference from which the appeal is 
taken. 

William Young, Chairman of the Special Committee 
on a Plan of Trusteeship for the General Conference, 
submitted a report on that subject, and it lies on the 
table under the rule. 

Elisha P. Phelps and Lemuel M. Reeves, of the Com- 
mittee on Slavery, submitted a minority report on that 
subject, and it lies on the table under the rule, [For 
Minority Report, see Appendix H, I.] 

Richard Haney moved to suspend the order of busi- 
ness to take up Report No. II of the Committee on 
Episcopacy; but the motion did not prevail. 

Conferences were called for the presentation of mis- 
cellaneous business. 


BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


John B. Foote presented a petition from Oswego, 
on Extension of Time, signed by W. I. Preston and 


fifteen others, and it was. referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. ; 
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CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


Henry C. Benson offered a preamble and resolution 
providing for a Second Assistant Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Missionary Society, who shall reside upon 
the Pacific coast. Pending its discussion, it was laid 
on the table and made a special order of the day for 
to-morrow, immediately after disposing of the report 
of the Committee on Slavery. 

Conference proceeded to the order of the day, 
namely: to hear a sernton by Rev. W. L. Thornton, 
A. M., delegate from the British Wesleyan Conference. 
Dr. Thornton introduced the religious services by 
reading the 11th Hymn, commencing 


“From all that dwell below the skies,” etc. 


After the hymn was sung he led the devotion of the 
Conference and congregation in prayer. The Scrip- 
ture lesson was read from the first chapter of the Gos- 
pel according to St. Luke, and commencing at the 68th 
verse. After the Scriptures were read the 739th hymn, 
commencing 
“ Jesus, the Conq’ror, reigns,” 3 

was sung. “The text chosen for the occasion was 
taken from the Gospel according to St. Luke, (x, 18,) 
“T beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” 

At the close of the sermon the Ist, 4th, and 6th 
verses of the 219th hymn were sung, and Bishop 
Morris pronounced the Benediction. [For Sermon, 
see Appendix B, XI‘ > 

Notices were given, and Conference adjourned. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 17. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o'clock, Bishop Scott in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
George W. Walker, of the Indiana Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

On motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, all members ab- 
sent on Saturday when the vote was taken by ayes 
and noes, on the matter of electing Presiding Elders, 
have leave to vote on the question then taken, and the 
Secretary was instructed to correct the votes as re- 
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ported in Saturday’s Journal accordingly. In pursu- 
ance of this action the absentees were called, and the 
following votes recorded, namely: 

Ayes.— Adams, Corkhill, Gurley, Harden, and 
Whitecar. 

Noes.—Andrews, Curry, Keeler, and Twombly. 

Reports from Standing Committees being in order, 
Joseph M. Trimble, Chairman of the Committee on 
Episcopacy, presented Report No. III, relating, 1. To 
Appointing Preachers; 2. To Employing Supplies ; 
3. To Bishop Morris; 4. To Episcopal Districts; 5. To 
Number of Additional Bishops. The report was read, 
and, on motion of George Peck, it was laid on the 
table to be printed. 

Charles B. Tippett, Chairman of the Committee on 
the Book Concern, presented Report No. VII, relating, 
1. To a Book Depository at St. Paul, Minnesota; 
2. To one at San Francisco, California; 3. To one at 
Detroit, Michigan ; and, 4. Concerning the California and 
Pacific Christian Advocates ; and, on motion of Henry 
C. Benson, it was laid on the table to be printed. 

The committee also presented Report No. VIII, in 
relation to the Central Christian Advocate and Depos- 
itory at St. Louis, and the report was adopted as fol- 
lows, namely : 


Resolved, That the Agents at Cincinnati be and they are hereby 
instructed to enlarge the “Central Christian Advocate” so as to 
make it equal to the Western or Northwestern Advocate. 


Resolved? That the Agents at Cincinnati be instructed to furnish 
books for the Depository at St. Louis, as provided for in the Disci- 
pline, page 227, ninth line from the top. 


Resolved, That we direct the Book Agents at Cincinnati to pay 
to Charles Elliott, D.D., Editor of the “Central Christian Advocate,” 
all that part of his salary which he relinquished to enable the 
Agents under the restrictions imposed on them by the last General 
Conference, to continue the publication of the paper. 


[See Appendix G, VIII.] 

The Committee on the Book Concern also presented 
Report No. IX, concerning the Pittsburgh Christian 
Advocate and a Book Depository in Pittsburgh, and 
the Report was laid on the table to be printed. ts 

William H. Goode, Chairman of the Committee on 
Missions, presented Report No. IV, relating, 1. 'To 
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Changes of the Constitution of the Missionary Society ; 
2. 'To Appropriations to the African Methodist Episco- 
pal Church; 3. To a Union of the two considerable 
bodies of Colored Methodists ; 4. To the Observance of 
the first Prayer-meeting of each Month as a Concert of 
Prayer for Missions ; and, 5. To the Observance of the 
Annual Week of Prayer for the Conversion of the World. 
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The Report was read, and, on motion of James H.” 


Noble, it was laid on the table to be printed. 

The same committee reported back “‘ A Plan for 
Church Extension Society,” with a recommendation 
that it be referred to the Committee on Temporal 
Economy. 

Richard W. Keeler moved that it be referred to a 
special committee of nipe; but, on motion of Sylvester 
L. Congdon, the motion to refer to a special committee 
was laid on the table, and the recommendation of the 
Committee on Missions prevailed. 

James Porter, Chairman of the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tract Cause, presented Report No. II, 
in two parts, and the first part, comprising the follow- 
ing resolutions, was adopted : 


Sunday Schools 
and Tract 
Cause. 


Report No. IT. 


1. Resolved, That a more energetic, vigorous, and persevering ° 


prosecution of the Tract enterprise is indispensable to the growth 
and efficiency of the Church. ' 

2. Resolved, That it is the duty of every pastor to take a regular 
annnal collection in every congregation in his charge. 
- 3, Resolved, That all moneys raised for Tract purposes in our 
congregations, whether for home or army distribution, should be re- 
ported to and expended in accordance with the sepals of our 


dwn Tract Society. 


[For Report, see Appendix L, IV.] 

The second part, providing for certain changes in 
the Discipline relating to the Tract Cause, was read, 
and lies on the table under the rule. 

Davis W. Clark, Chairman of thé Committee on Re- 
visals, presented Report No. LV, relating, 1. To Public 
Worship; 2. ToSinging; 3. To Reception of Ministers 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church South; 4. To 
number of a Committee for Trial; 5. To Rearrangement 
of the Discipline ; 6. To Registration of Marriages and 
Baptisms; 7.'To Preachers’ Quarterly Report; 8. On 
Examining Accounts; and, 9. To Duties of Stewards. 


It was read, and lies on the table under the rule. 
11 


Revisals, ; 
Report No. IV. 
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On motion of Edwin E. Griswold, the order of bus- 
iness was suspended to listen to some parting words 
from Bishop Richardson, and the Revs. Messrs. Gardi- 
ner and Morrison, delegates, all of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Canada. After these gentlemen had 
addressed the Conference, the following resolution, 
offered by John B. Wentworth, was unanimously 
adopted: - 

’ Resolved, That we have been highly gratified with the presence 
and fraternal greetings of the delegates of the Metliodist Episcopal 
Church of Canada. We recognize in the Church they represent a 
legitimate branch of the Methodistic family, and we pray that God 


may bless and prosper it in the fulfillment of that mission upon 
which it has so successfully entered. 


On motion of John M. Reid, the order of business 
was further suspended to take up so much of Report 
No. II of the Committee on Itinerancy as relates to 
the Extension of the Time of Ministerial Service; and, 
on motion of Thomas H. Lynch, that part of the Re- 
port was made the order of the day for to-morrow 
morning, at ten o’clock. 

Thomas H. Pearne reported the personal sickness of 


James H. Wilbur as‘the reason of his absence from 


List of Confer- 
ences called. 


his place in Conference. 

On motion of Randolph S. Foster, Rev. W. L. Thorn- 
ton was requested to furnish a copy of the sermon 
preached yesterday before the Conference for publi- 
cation. ' 

On métion of Alpha J. Kynett, the order of business 
was suspended that petitions and memorials might be 
presented. 

John H. Twombly moved to reconsider the vote 
suspending the order of business that provision might 
be made to introduce resolutions under the call, and, 
on motion of Sanford Haines, the motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

Henry Penfield moved to take up the order of 
the day, namely, the Report on Slavery; but, on 
motion of Alpha J. Kynett, this motion was laid on 
the table. , 

The list of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of petitions and memorials, and they were pre- 
sented and referred, as follows: 
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Journal, asking the General Conference to make. the 
language of the questions in the General Minutes con- 
form to that adopted in the Discipline, or vice versa,” 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


Granville Moody presented a petition from Troy, 
signed by fifty-two persons, asking an Extension of the 
Time of Ministerial Service to Five Years, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

William Nast presented two memorials relating to 
German Annual Conferences: One from F. Schimmel- 
pfennig and twenty-seven others, and one from F, 
Mueler and fifteen others; and they were referred to 
the Committee on the German Work. 


IOWA CONFERENCE. 


Thomas E. Corkhill presented two memorials on 
Boundaries: One from Knoxville Quarterly Conference, 
and the other from East Des Moines Quarterly Con- 
ference, remonstrating against Change of Boundary of 
the Iowa Conference ; and they were referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


Henry Roth presented two memorials in relation to 
German Annual Conferences: One signed by Martin 
Beneke and twenty-three others, and one signed A. 
Lamprecht and twenty-six others; and they were 
referred to the Committee on the German Work. 


NEWARK CONFERENCE, 


Stacey W. Hilliard presented a memorial from Nar- 
rowsburgh, signed by C. K. Gordon and four others, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


‘Edwin E. Griswold presented a memorial on the 
Centenary of Methodism, signed by Rev. S. C. Keeler 
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and three others, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Centenary of Methodism. 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Jacob Rothweiler presented memorials relating to 
German Annual Conferences, as follows: One signed 
by A. Warns and forty-four others; one from H. Mentz 
and twenty-one others; and one from F. Mueler and 
twelve others; and they were referred to the Commit- 
tee on the German Work. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


Joseph Castle presented a memorial against Exten- 
sion of Time of Ministerial Service, signed by William 
Perry and fifteen others, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


George L. Mulfinger presented two memorials relat- 
ing to German Annual Conferences: One from V. Ru- 
dolph and thirty-four others, and one from William 
Thiel and twenty-one others; and they were referred 
to the Committee on the German Work. 

Samuel A. W. Jewett presented a memorial signed 
by himself and one other, relating to the Limitation of 
the Time for which a Certificate of Membership shall 
be valid, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

William F. Stewart presented a memorial from the 
Galena District Conference on Extension of Time, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE, 


John H. Barth presented a memorial relating to 
German Annual Conferences, signed by J. Stoltz and 
two others, and it was referred to the Committee on 
the German Work. 

Thomas H. Lynch presented a memorial on Bobusd- 
aries from Indianapolis, signed by E. G. Wood and 
seven others, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. PF 
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TROY CONFERENCE. 
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tain members of Fort Ann Circuit, in relation to an~ 


action of the Troy Conference, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Stephen D. Brown presented two memorials on Lay 
Delegation: One from North Second-street, Troy, 
signed by L. A. Battershall and thirty-one others; 
and one from Albany, signed by T. Schuyler and thir- 
teen others; and they were referred to the Committee 
on Lay Delegation. He also presented two memorials 
on Extension of Time: One from Albany, signed by 
T. Schuyler and eighteen others; and one from North 


Second-street, Troy, signed by H. Rankin and thirty- _ 


three others; and they were referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 


WESTERN IOWA CONFERENCE. 
David N. Smith presented extracts from the Journals 


WESTERN 
Iowa. 


of the Iowa and Western Iowa Conferences, with other - 


papers on the subject of Boundaries, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


John W. Reger presented a memorial from Ironton, 
Ohio, relating to Boundaries, signed by Henry Wilson 
and seven others, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE, 


James Lawson presented three memorials on Bound- 
aries: One from Montfort Quarterly Conference; one 
from Mazomanie, signed by OC. L. Blessing and ten 
others; and one from Lynden, signed by J. E. Irish 
and one other; and they were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. He also presented a memorial 
from the Montfort Quarterly Conference on Slavery, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

On motion of Williamson Terrill, the order of the 
day, the Report on Slavery, was taken up, read, and a 
motion made for its adoption. 


WESTERN Virn- 
GINIA, 


West Wiscon- 
SIN. 


Report on Slav- 
ery taken up. 
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On motion, the members of the Deputation to Wash- 
ington had leave to record their votes before leaving 
on their mission. 

Pending the discussion of the report, John L. Smith 
moved that the question be taken without further de- 
bate; but the motion did not prevail. 

At a later stage in the discussion Horatio R. Clark 
called for the previous question, but the call was not 
sustained. 

On motion of Jesse T. Peck, the time of the session 


* was extended. 


Vote on the Re- 
port of the 
Committee on 
Slavery. 


After further discussion, on motion of John Lanahan, 
the previous question was ordered, and the vote was 
taken, on motion of William F. Cowles, by ayes and | 


_ noes. The roll was called, and the vote was as follows: 


Ayes. 


Ayes.—Adams, Alexander, Allen of Maine, Allen of 
New England, Andrews, Armstrong, Baird, Baker, 
Bangs, Bannister, Barth, Bartine, Barton, Benson, 
Bennett, Bigelow, Bingham, Blake, Boyd, Brecken- 
ridge, Brice, Bristol, Brooks, Brown of New York, 
Brown of Providence, Brown of Troy, Brownscombe, 
Bruce, Bullard, Carlton, Caruthers, Castle, Chambers, 
Chenoweth, Church, Clark of New York, Clark of 
Wyoming, Clifford, Cobb, Cobleigh, Colby, Congdon, 
Corkhill, Corrington, Cowles, Crane, Crary, Crawford, 
Cummings, Cunningham, Curry, Davidson, Davis, 
Dempsey, Denison, Dimmitt, Durbin, Dustin, Eddy, 
Elliott, Erwin, Ferris, Fiegenbaum, Fisher, Foote, 
Foster, Gardner, George, Golden, Goode, Goodwin, 
Graves, Gregg, Griffin, Griswold, Gurley, Guthrie, 
Haines, Hall, Hamlin, Haney, Harlow, Harris, Hat- 
field, Hawley, Henderson, Hester, Hibbard, Hill of 
Erie, Hill of Indiana, Hilliard, Himebaugh, Hitchcock, 


‘Hobart, Holmes, Houghton, Huffman, Hunter, Hurl- 


burt, Jervis, Jewett, Keeler, King of New York, King 
of Troy, Kingsley, Koeneke, Kuhl, Kynett, Lawson, 
Lemon, Lindsay, Lowe, Lynch, M’Cabe, M’Combs, 
M’Coy, M’Kenzie, M’Murray, Magee, Malcom, Man- 
son, Mason, Merrick, Miley, Miller of Nebraska, Miller 
of North Indiana, Monroe, Moody, Moore, Mulfinger, 
Munsel, Nast, Nelson of Central Ohio, Nelson of Wy- 
oming, Nesbit, Nisbet, Noble, Norton, Olin, Owen, 
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Patten, Pearne, Peck of California, Peck of Wyoming, 
Penfield, Perry, Pershing, Pike, Pilcher, Pilsbury of 
New York East, Pillsbury of Wisconsin, Poe, Porter, 


Ray, Raymond, Reed of Detroit, Reid of East Gen- 


see, Reese, Reiley, Richards, Robinson, Roth, Roth- 
weiler, Sherman, Shinn, Shumate, Sinex, Smart, Smith 
of Cincinnati, Smith of Northwest Indiana, Smith of 
Southeastern Indiana, Smith of Western Iowa, Spahr, 
Stallard, Starks, Stewart, Street, Strout, Terrill, Thom- 
as, Thomson, Thurston, Tippett, Trimble, Twombly, 
Vansant, Wakeley, Walker, Wallace, Wardwell, Web- 
ber, Wentworth, Whedon, White of Black River, 
White of Ohio, Whitecar, Whiteman, Wilbor of Gen- 
‘esee, Wilbur of Oregon, Wiley, Wilson of Erie, Wilson 
of Central Ohio, Wise, Wood, Woodruff, Wright, 
Young—207. ; 

Noes.—Clark of Western Virginia, Drummond, 
Harden, Harrison, Lanahan, Morgan, Phelps, Reeves, 
Reger—9. 

The report, containing the following resolutions, was 
accordingly adopted by a vote of 207 in favor of it to 
9 against it. 

1. Resolved, By the delegates of the several Annnal Conferences 


in General Conference assembled, That we recommend the amend- 
ment of the General Rule on Slavery so that it shall read: 


Slaveholding: buying or selling slaves. 


2. Resowed, That we recommend the suspension of the Fourth 
Restrictive Rule for the purpose set forth in the foregoing resolu- 
tion. ; 


3. Resolved, That the bishops be requested to submit the forego- 
ing resolutions to the Annual Conferences at their next sessions, 
and if the requisite number of votes be obtained, to report to the 
Book Agents, who are hereby instructed to insert the New Rule in 
all subsequent editions of the Discipline. 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix H, I.] 

On motion of Samuel C. Brown, members not pres- 
ent have permission to have their votes recorded here- 
after. * 

John P. Durbin asked and obtained leave of absence 
till Thursday evening next. 

On motion of Thomas H. Lynch, Conference ad- 
journed. After the Doxology was sung, the Benedic- 
tion was pronounced by Thomas Carlton. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 18. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Simpson in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Jabez Brooks, of the Minnesota Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

On motion of John H. Twombly, the order of busi- 
ness was suspended in order that resolutions of refer- 


Roll of Confer- ence may be introduced. The roll of Conferences was 


ences called. 


BaLrTrore. 


called, and resolutions were offered and referred, as 
follows: 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


John Lanahan offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted : 


Delegatestofor- Resolved, That the Committee on Correspondence be and they are 
eign bodies to hereby authorized to nominate delegates to represent this General 


be nominated. 


Conference in the different bodies with whom we are in correspond- 
ence, said nominations to be subject to the approval of this body. 


Buack River. BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE, 


_ Tobacco, 


CALIPOENIA, 


John B. Foote offered the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Pastoral Address: : 


Whereos, The practice of using tobacco has become a matter of 
great magnitude; and 

Whereas, The moral sense of the Church is becoming more and 
more decided as tovits evil nature and tendency ; therefore 

Resolved, That while we first of all deplore its existence among 
ourselves and our brethren in the ministry, we most affectionately 
and solemnly advise all our people, both the ministry and laity, and 
especially the youth of our families, to refrain from indulgence in 
what we deem a useless and pernicious habit, 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


Isaac Owen offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Missions: | 


LiberiaMission, Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be requested to inquire 


into the propriety of devising some method and means by which 

our Mission in Liberia may be turned over to and placed under 

the supervision of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, with 

such financia] aid as the general Missionary Society can give for 
* the support of said mission. 


1864.] Journal of the General Conference. 


He also offered the following resolution, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting a new chapter in the Discipline, com- 
prising Rules of Order for the Government of Church Trials, and 
the deliberations of Annual and Quarterly Conferences. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Oliver S. Munsell offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tract Cause: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of electing a Special Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Sunday-School Union and Tract Society, 
whose duty i¢ shall be to travel at large through the Church, and 
supervise the important interests of those institutions. 


” 


INDIANA CONFERENCE, 


James Hill offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of having the Book Agents to print 
the certificate of Church Membership on superior paper, with a suit- 
able device representing a sacramental scene, class-meeting, or 
love-feast. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


John H. Twombly offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of amending the Discipline hy inserting in the 
answer to quest. 1, § 12, chap. ii, Part II, the following as the 
eighteenth item, namely: “To make earnest efforts to promote the 
welfare of the young people, and to interest them in the institu- 
tions of our Church.” In order to this it is recommended that oc- 
casional discourses be delivered to them, and that, whenever cir- 
cumstances are favorable, and the leaders’ meeting approves, a 


society be formed among them for their social, intellectual, and - 


moral improvement.” 


Ralph W. Allen offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


” Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the propriety of striking out answer 4 to the question, “ What is 
the duty of a preacher?” § 3, page 63 of Discipline, which reads as 
follows: “To preach in the morning where he can get hearers. We 
recommend morning preaching at five o’clock in the summer, and six 
in the winter, wherever it is practicable.” pa! 
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David Sherman offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: — “ 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of so changing the Discipline, Part II, chap. iv, 
§ 1, and answer to quest. 3, as to allow a presiding elder to be ap- 
pointed for six consecutive years to the same district. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


John W. Lindsay offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of altering the Discipline, Part I, chap. iii, § 1, 
page 92, line 17, where it reads, ‘‘not including the Germans,” so 
that it read, ‘‘not including the Germans when organized into sep- 
arate German Districts.” ~ 


‘He also presented the following law question, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Reyvisals: 


Law Question.—When an accused member of our Church is on 
trial before a select committee, may a member of said committee at 
the same time be a witness against the accused? 


NEW YORK. EAST CONFERENCE. 


Benjamin Pilsbury offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals:. 


Fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the expediency of adding to the answer to the question, “‘ How shall 
the presiding elder be supported?” Part II, chap. iv, § 2, page 101, 
a second part, in substance as follows: 

2. “It is recommended by the General Conference to the district 
stewards to purchase, wherever practicable, a lot of ground at a 
convenient place in each district, and build a suitable house thereon 
for the use of the presiding elder, and to furnish it with at least 
heavy furniture, and to settle the same upon trustees, who shall be 
appointed according to the laws of the states where the property is 
located. In cases where it is not deemed advisable to comply with 
the above request, the General Conference recommends that the 
district stewards rent a suitable house for the presiding elder and 
his family, and furnish the same with at least heavy furniture.” 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENOR, 


John V. R. Miller offered the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and they are hereby 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing the Discipline 
by adding another section to Part II, chap. ii, page 90, as follows: 
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’ SECTION . XIII. 
THE QUALIFICATIONS, APPOINTMENT, AND DuTIEs OF CLASS-LEADERS. 


Quest. 1. What are the qualifications of class-leaders ? 
Ans. Let them be men of solid piety, who both know and love 
. Methodism, of good natural and acquired ability, ardently desiring 
the salvation of souls, and of studious habits. 

Quest. 2. How are the class-leaders to be appointed ? 

Ans. By the preacher in charge of the circuit or station annually 
at the close of each conference year, and in large societies shall 
change the leaders every two years, to whom they shall be account- 
able for the faithful and efficient performance of their duties, and 
who may remove or change them whenever the interests of the 
Church in his judgment shall require it. 

Quest. 3. What are the duties of class-leaders? 

Ans. 1. To meet their classes once a week, and promptly com- 
mence at the time appointed, and not hold their meetings longer 
than an hour and fifteen minutes. 

2. To see each absent member of their classes each week, and in- 
quire into the cause of his or her absence. 

3. To inquire of each how his or her soul prospers. 

4. To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort as occasion may require. 

5. To collect of them weekly, monthly, or quarterly, as the stew- 
ards’ or leaders’ meeting may order, the amount of each required 
for the support of the preachers on the circuit or station and the 
presiding elder, and keep an exact account of what each member 
or person pays. 

6. To attend all the meetings of the leaders and stewards, to in- 
form the minister of any that are sick or of any that walk disorderly 
and will not be reproved; and where weekly collections are made, 
to pay the stewards what they have collected from their several 
classes during the week or weeks preceding. : 

7. To carefully keep their class-books, marking at each meeting 
of the class, opposite the name of each member, present, absent, 
sick, distant, or as the case may be, and report the same in the 
aggregate to each leaders’ meeting, especially those willfully and 
habitually neglecting their class-meetings. 

8. To attend all the quarterly conferences of the circuit or station, 
and where the collections are taken quarterly, to report and pay 
over to the stewards what they have collected from their several 
classes and submit their accounts to them for examination. 


He also offered the following resolution, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resowed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the Discipline on page 214, Part IV, 
§ 3, commencing with the fifth line from the top of the page, and 
strike out all that follows, and insert, 

1. It shall be the duty of the Preachers and Presiding Elder of 
each district, as soon as may be, to organize a district Tract Society 
Auxiliary to the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
with proper officers. 

2, And employ one or more agents to travel through the district 
to distribute tracts, sell books, both of the Tract and General Cata- 
logue publications, and aid the preachers in circulating our religious 
periodicals. To visit the families in course, and organize Sabbath- 
schools in destitute places, and collect funds for the Society. 

3. The officers shall be a board of managers to estimate the allow- 
ance of the agent or agents, and provide the tracts and books, and 
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require of the agents monthly reports of visits, sales, and distribu- 
tion, and see that they do their duty. 


4, And take up collections or subscriptions for this purpose in all 
their congregations, and urge our people to increased liberality, out 
of which and the profits of the sale of books and commission on 
papers to pay the agents, and report the same to the annual conference. 


NORTHWEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Chauncey Hobart offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 


into the expediency of so altering our Discipline as to allow a 
minority of our boards of trustees to be not members of our Church. 


WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


Henry Brownscombe offered the following resolu- 
tion, and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of recommending to the Editors and 
Publishers of our books in New York and Cincinnati the great im- 
portance of republishing or keeping on sale a choice selection of 
the best theological works published in Europe. 

Reports of committees being in order, Daniel Curry, 
Chairman of the Committee on the Bible Cause, pre- 
sented a report containing the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted : 

Fesowed, 1. By the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, That the relations of our Church with the American 
Bible Society have been most salutary in their operations and results, 
and that we gladly recognize in that Society an efficient agency for 
the diffusion of the Holy Scriptures throughout the world. 

fesolved, 2. That we congratulate our people in view of their 


steady and persistent liberality toward that Society, and we com- 
mend it to their continued confidence and beneficence. 


Davis W. Clark, Chairman of the Committee on 
Revisal of Ritual, submitted Report No. IV, relating 
to the Baptism of Adults, and it was laid on the table 
under the rule. 

William H. Goode, Chairman of the Committee on 
Church Tenures, submitted Reports Nos. I and IL. 
They were read, and laid on the table to be printed. 

Moses Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Con- 
ference of Appeals and for the Trial of Bishops, pre- 
sented a report, which was read, and laid on the table 
to be printed. ; 
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John M. Reid moved to take up Report No. I of 

the Committee on Itinerancy,. 
_ Thomas H. Pearne moved, as a substitute, to take 
up the resolution relating to an Assistant Missionary 
Secretary for the Pacific Coast; but the substitute, on 
motion of Barzillai N. Spahr, was laid on the table, and 
the motion of John M. Reid prevailed. 

‘The report was taken up, and so much as relates to 
the Extension of the Term of Ministerial Service was 
read, and Joseph B. Wakeley, who was entitled to the 
floor, had permission to occupy the full time allotted 
to speakers, without reference to the time occupied by 
him before this subject was laid on the table. 

Pending the discussion, Henry Whiteman moved the 
previous question; and the motion was sustained, and 
the roll was called, and the vote on Extension of Time 
was given as follows: 
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Ayes.—Adams, Alexander, Allen of Maine, Allen of Vote. 


New England, Andrews, Armstrong, Baird, Baker, 
Bangs, Bannister, Barth, Bartine, Benson, Bigelow, 
Bingham, Blake, Boyd, Brice, Bristol, Brooks, Brown 
of Providence, Brown of Troy, Brownscombe, Bruce, 
Carlton, Caruthers, Castle, Chambers, Chenoweth, 
Church, Clark of Western Virginia, Clark of Wyo- 
ming, Clifford, Cobb, Cobleigh, Congdon, Corrington, 
Cowles, Crane, Crary, Cummings, Curry, Davidson, 
Dempsey, Denison, Dimmitt, Drummond, Dustin, 
Eddy, Erwin, Fiegenbaum, Fisher, Foote, Gardner, 
George, Golden, Goodwin, Graves, Griffin, Griswold, 
Gurley, Guthrie, Haines, Harlow, Harris, Hatfield, 
Hawley, Henderson, Hibbard, Hill of Erie, Hilliard, 
Himebaugh, Hitchcock, Hobart, Holmes, Huffman, 
Hunter, Hurlburt, Jervis, Jewett, Keeler, King of 
‘Troy, Kingsley, Koeneke, Kuhl, Kynett, Lanahan, 
Lawson, Lemon, Lowe, Lynch, M’Cabe, M’Coy, M’Ken- 
zie, M’Murray, Magee, Manson, Merrick, Miley, Miller 
of North Indiana, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Mulfinger, 
“Munsell, Nast, Nelson of Central Ohio, Nelson of Wyo- 
ming, Nesbit, Nisbet, Norton, Olin, Patten, Pearne, 
Peck of California, Peck of Wyoming, Pershing, Pike, 


Pilcher, Pilsbury of New, York East, Pillsbury of - 


“Wisconsin, Poe, Porter, Raymond, Reed of Detroit, 
Reid of East Genesee, Reese, Reger, Richards, Robin- 


Ayes. 
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son, Roth, Rothweiler, Sherman, Shumate, Sinex, 
Smart, Smith of Cincinnati, Smith of Northwest In- 
diana, Smith of Western Iowa, Spahr, Stallard, Stewart, 
Street, Strout, Terrill, Thomas, Thomson, Thurston, 
Trimble, Twombly, Vansant, Wallace, Wentworth, 
Whedon, White of Black River, White of Ohio, White- 
man, Wilbor of Genesee, Wiley, Wilson of Erie, Wise, 
Wood, Woodruff, Wright, Young—165. 
Noes.—Barton, Bennett, Breckenridge, Brown of 
New York, Bullard, Clark of New York, Colby, Cork- 
hill, Crawford, Cunningham, Davis, Ferris, Foster, 
Goode, Gregg, Hall, Hamlin, Haney, Harden, Harri- 
son, Hester, Hill of Indiana, Houghton, King of New 
York, Lindsay, M’Combs, Malcom, Mason, Miller of 
Nebraska, Noble, Owen, Penfield, Perry, Phelps, Ray, 
Reeves, Reiley, Shinn, Smith of Southeastern Indiana, 
Starks, Tippett, Wakeley, Walker, Ward well, Webber, 
Whitecar, Wilbur of Oregon, Wilson of Central Ohio 
—48, ' 
Absent.—Durbin, Elliott, Moody—3. 
On motion of Stacey W. Hilliard, members absent 
have permission to record their votes on this question 
hereafter. 
So much of the same report as relates to the Mode 
of Examination of Character was read and adopted, 
and the report as a whole was adopted, as follows: 


Part I.—Your Committee on Itineraney have carefully consid- 
ered all matters referred to them respecting the Extension of the 
Time of Ministerial Service in the same Charge, and are of the opin- 
ion that the interests of the Church will be promoted by granting to 
the bishop the right to reappoint for a third year, and they there- 
fore recommend that the word “ two,” wherever it occurs in chap. iii, 
$ 1, quest. 3, ans, 3, pages 92 and 93, be changed to the word 
“three,”. namely: on page 92, on the fourth line of the question, 
and in the fourth and ninth line from the top of page 93. (The 
length of the answer will excuse our reciting it in full.) 


Part II.—Your committee have also considered the Mode of 
Examining Character in the Annual Conferences, and respectfully 
submit the following for adoption: mh 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that it is 
unnecessary for an Annual Conference to require its members who 
are elders to retire when their names are called in the examination 
of character. nik i ° siden 


| On motion of James W. Lowe, the resolution relat- 
ing to a Second Assistant Corresponding Secretary, 
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the table. 

William H. Hunter moved to strike out the words 
“upon the Pacific Coast,” and insert instead thereof 
the words “in the West.” f 

William M’K..Hester moved to lay the amendment 
on the table; but the motion was lost. 

Pending the discussion, on motion of Charles B. Tip- 
pett, Thomas H. Pearne had leave to speak after the 
time allowed him by the rules had expired. 

Conference having been notified that Rev. John Car- 
roll, delegate from the Wesleyan Conference in Canada, 
was about to leave the city, business was informally 
suspended, and he addressed a few farewell words, 
after which business was resumed. ; 

On motion, Bishops Janes and Simpson, .and Joseph 
Mason and James M’K. Reiley had leave of absence 
for to-morrow, for the purpose of attending a dedica- 
tion of a church at New Castle, Delaware. 

On motion of Elisha P. Phelps, Conference ad- 
“journed. 

After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 

pronounced by Adam Poe. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 19. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Baker in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
-George Webber, of the Maine Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. ° 

Kasimir P. Jervis moved to suspend the order of 
‘business for the purpose of taking up so much of Re- 
port No. IIL of the Committee on Episcopacy as relates 
to the number of bishops to be chosen by this Confer- 
ence. The motion prevailed, and the report was 
taken up. 

John L. Smith moved to amend the report by strik- 
ing out the word “two,” and inserting instead thereof 
the word “three;” also to add after the word “ bish- 
ops” the words “one of whom shall reside on the 
Pacific Coast, and the other two west of the Alleghany 
Mountains, and east of the Rocky Mountains.” 
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Pending the discussion, the mover withdrew so much 
of the amendment as relates to the residence of bish- 
ops, after which 

Daniel Curry moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out the word “three” and inserting the word 
** four.” 

Pending the consideration of the amendment to the 
amendment James Pike moved the previous question, 
and the motion was sustained. 

The motion to substitute the word “four” for 
“three” was lost, and the amendment was carried, 
and the item of the report under consideration was 
adopted, as follows: 


> 


The subject of Strengthening the Episcopacy having been sub- 
mitted to us, 4nd with it a note from the bishops in answer to an 
inquiry from the General Conference, giving, as their judgment, a 
statement that the interests of the work require the election of two 
bishops for the superintendency of the work in the United States 
and Territories, and of two missionary bishops, one for the missions 
in Europe and Asia, and the other for missions in Africa, we have 
given it careful consideration, and report, . 

First. That we decline recommending the election of two mission- 
ary bishops. 

Second. That we recommend the General Conference to proceed 
on Friday, the 20th instant, immediately after the reading of the 
Journal, to the election of three additional bishops. 


On motion of Joseph M. Trimble, the order of bus- 

iness was suspended to receive a deputation from a 
convention of laymen of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church just held in this city, whereupon the Chair: in- 
troduced the following gentlemen to the Conference, 
namely : 
_ Ex-Governor Wright, of Indiana; his excellency, 
Governor Cannon, of Delaware; Dr. James Strong, 
C. C. North, Esq., and John Elliott, Esq., of New 
York; Cornelius Walsh, Esq., of New Jersey; Hon. 
Thomas Kneil, of Massachusetts ; Geo. C. Cooke, Esq., 
of Illinois; and Oliver Hoyt, Esq., of Connecticut. 

Dr. Strong, Secretary of the Convention, presented 


and read an Address from that body to the General 


Conference. ons 
On motion of Joseph M. Trimble, the Address was 
referred to the Committee on Lay Delegation and 


ordered to be printed. [For Address, see Appen- 
dia M, I.] V4 
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On motion of John Miley, the Deputation was in- 
vited to an interview, if they desired it, with the Com- 
mittee on Lay Delegation. 

John L. Smith offered the following resolutions, and 
they were adopted: 


\ 
" Resolved, 1. That the order of elections to-morrow shall be as fol- 
ows: 
Bishops. 
. Editor of Christian Advocate and Journal. 
. Editor of Quarterly Review. 
. Editor of Sunday-School Books and Papers. 
. Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary Society. 
. Assistant Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary Society. 
: sous se Assistant Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary 
ociety. 
8. Editor of Western Christian Advocate. 
9. Editor of Ladies’ Repository. 
10. Editor of Christian Apologist. 
11. Editor of Northwestern Christian Advocate. 
12. Editor of Central Christian Advocate. 
13. Editor of Northern Christian Advocate. 
14. Editor of Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 
15. Editor of California Christian Advocate. 
16. Editor of Pacific Christian Advocate. 
17. Book Agent at New York. 
18. Assistant Book Agent at New York. 
19. Book Agent at Cincinnati. ; 
20. Assistant Book Agent at Cincinnati. 


Resolved, 2. That in electing the foregoing officers, when there 
1s but one nomination, then the Conference shall determine by hand 
yote. In all cases where there are two or more nominations for the 
game office, there shall be a vote by ballot, and it shall require a 
majority of all the votes cast to elect. 


I Op wb 


On motion of Orange V. Lemon, the order of busi- 
ness was suspended to hear a report from the Deputa- 
tion to Washington. 

Bishop Ames made a brief verbal report, and pre- 
sented an autograph letter from the President of the 
United States, as follows: 

GentTLEMEN,—In response to your address, allow me to attest the 
accuracy of its historical statements, indorse the sentiments it ex- 
presses, and thank you, in the nation’s name, for the sure promise 
it gives. 

Nobly sustained as the Government has been by all the Churches, 
I would utter nothing which might in the least appear invidious 


against any. Yet without this it may fairly be said that the Meth- | 


odist Episcopal Church, not less devoted than the best, is, by its 
greater numbers, the most important of all. It is no fault in others 
that the Methodist Church sends more soldiers to the field, more 
nurses to the hospitals, and more prayers to heaven than any. God 
bless the Methodist Church! bless all the Churches! and blessed be 
God! who in this our great trial giveth us the Churches! 

May 18, 1864. A. LINCOLN. 


[See Appendic I, IIL] in 
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On motion of Mighill Dustin, the order of business 
‘was suspended, and he presented a preamble and reso- 
lution on the subject of Slavery; and, on motion of 
Hugh D. Fisher, they were received, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Hugh D. Fisher, the order of business 
was further suspended, to take up the matter pending 
at the time of adjournment yesterday, and the motion 
prevailed. 

On motion of Thomas H. Pearne, the resolution re- 
lating to the appointment of a Second Assistant Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Missionary Society was 
accordingly taken up. Pending the discussion, on 
motion of Elisha P. Phelps, the time of the session was 
extended. 

On motion of William H. Ferris, the previous ques- 
tion was ordered ; and, on motion of Thomas H. Pearne, 
the amendment was divided, and the words “ upon the 
Pacific Coast” were struck out, and the words “in the 
West ” were inserted instead thereof, and the resolu- 
tion was then adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Fourth Article in the Constitution of the Mis- 
sionary Society be amended (the Board of Managers concurring) by 
the addition of the following, namely: ‘There shall be a Second As- 
sistant Corresponding Secretary appointed by the General Confer- 
ence, who shall reside in the West, and labor for the promotion of 


the interests of the Society under the direction of the Board at New 
York.” 


On motion, the Secretary was instructed to insert 
the words “Second Assistant Corresponding Secretary 
of the Missionary Society” in the order of elections 
provided for yesterday as the seventh item, and change 
the numbers of the subsequent items accordingly. 

- On motion of Thomas H. Pearne, the order of busi- 
ness was suspended for the remainder of this morning’s 
session ; and, on his motion, the Report of the Commit- 
tee on the Book Concern, No. VII, relating, 1. To a 
Book Depository at St. Paul; 2. To the California and 
Pacific Christian Advocates; and, 3. To a Book Depos- 
itory at Detroit, was taken up, and the Report, no 
ing the following resolutions, was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Western Book Agents be and are hereby in- 
structed to establish a Book Depository at St. Paul, Minnesota, if 
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after examination they think it can be done without loss to the 


Concern; and to carry out this object they are.authorized to make 


with any person in St. Paul such arrangements as they may judge 
economical and necessary for supplying our people in that part of 
the work with our literature. Py 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York be and they are 
hereby instructed to pay annually to the California and Pacific 
Christian Advocates during the next four years such sum not, exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars to each, as in the judgment of the publish- 
ing committee of said papers shall be deemed necessary to their 
continued publication. 

Resolwed, That the Book Agents at Cincinnati be and they are 
hereby authorized to establish a Depository of our books at Detroit, 
Michigan, if in their judgment it can be done without loss to the 
Concern, or to make such other arrangements as may be necessary 
to keep our books on sale there at Book Room prices. 

‘By unanimous consent the following papers were 
presented and referred :, 

Morris D’C. Crawford presented a memorial from C. 
F. Grimm and others, relating to German Annual Con- 
ferences, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
German Work. 

Bishop Morris presented a memorial from William 
Simmons, of Cincinnati Conference, on Examination of 
Character, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. He also presented a memorial from D. J. 
Hughes, relating to the Ritual, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Revision of the Ritual. 

Isaac S. Bingham recorded his vote in the affirma- 
tive of the motion to adopt the Report on Slavery, 
and also on the motion to Extend the Time of Minis- 
terial Service to Three Years, and the Secretary was 
instructed to change the record accordingly. 

A motion was made to reconsider the vote by which 
the preamble and resolution offered by Mighill Dustin 
were laid on the table to be printed. 

On motion of Alexander L. Brice, the previous 
question was ordered on the motion to reconsider. 
The previous question was sustained, and the motion 
to reconsider prevailed. 

Reuben Nelson moved that the paper be referred to 
the Committee on Slavery. 

James §. Smart moved that the whole subject be 
indefinitely postponed, and the motion prevailed. 

Conference adjourned, and after the Doxology was 
sung, the Benediction was pronounced by Ralph W. 


Allen. 
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May 20. 
SIXTEENTH 
Day. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 20. 


One Ce: Conference met this morning at half past eight 
; o’clock, Bishop Ames in the Chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Stacey W. Hilliard, of the Newark Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Nicholas J.. B. Morgan asked and obtained leave 
to vote on the adoption of the Report on Slavery, 
and also on the Extension of the Time of Minis- 
terial Service. On the former he voted No, and 
on the latter Aye. Jonathan T. Crane also voted 
Aye on the same questions; and James H. Wilbur 
voted Aye on the Report on Slavery; and the Sec- 
retary was instructed to correct the record of the 
vote accordingly. 

On motion of Reuben Nelson, the order of the day 
was taken up, and Conference proceeded with the 
elections. 

sees of The election of bishops being in order, Sylvester L. 
; Congdon moved that it shall require in this case a 
majority of the votes of all the members of the Gen- 
eral Conference to elect; but, on motion of Reuben 

Nelson, this motion was laid on the table. 
Tellers appoint- The Chair appointed Israel C. Pershing, John L. 
‘ Smith, John Lanahan, Thomas H. Pearne, Thomas C. 

Gardner, and Lucius H. King tellers. 

The roll of Conference was called, and each mem- 
ber deposited his ballot. 

Reports of Tel- On counting the votes it appeared that the whole 
: number of votes cast was 216. Necessary to a choice 
Davis W. Clark 109. Davis W. Clark received 124, and Edward 


and Edward 


Fhomson Thomson 123, and they were declared duly elected 


ops, Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America. 
Second ballot. A second ballot was cast without calling the list of 


members, and on counting the ballots it was ascertained 
that 216 votes were cast. Necessary to a choice 109. 
gs Xings- Calvin Kingsley received 114, and was declared duly 


Bishop. elected a Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America. 
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On motion of Randolph S. Foster, the election of 
Editor of the Christian Advocate and Journal was 
postponed for the present. 

The following .officers were chosen by acclamation, 
namely : 

Daniel D. Whedon, Editor of the Methodist Quar- 
terly Review. 

Daniel Wise, Editor of Sunday-School Books and 
Papers. 

John P. Durbin, Corresponding Secretary of the 
Missionary Society. 

William L. Harris, Assistant Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Missionary Society. 

On motion of Gardner Baker, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted : 

Resolved, That in the election of officers the following order shall 
be observed: Immediately after the ballots have been cast for the 
first who shall be elected by ballot the list shall be proceeded with 
till the next to be elected by ballot is reached, when the Chair shall 
appoint other tellers; and when the votes are all collected the 
two classes of tellers shall retire and count their votes respectively, 


and report to the Conference through the Chair, and so on through 
the list. 


As there were several nominees for the office of 
second Assistant Secretary of the Missionary Society, 
the Chair appointed Nathan Shumate, Robert M. 
Hatfield, Samuel A. W. Jewett, and John B. Went- 
worth tellers, and a ballot was cast, and the tellers, 
with one of the secretaries, retired to count the 
votes. 

On motion, the election of an Editor of the Western 
Christian Advocate and an Editor of the Ladies’ Re- 
_ pository was laid over for the present. 

William Nast was elected Editor of the Christian 
_ Apologist by acclamation. 

There being more than one nominated for the Edi- 
torship of the Northwestern Christian Advocate, a bal- 
lot was cast, and the tellers, with a secretary of the 
‘Conference, retired to count the votes. 

_‘ Benjamin F. Crary was elected Editor of the Cen- 
tral Christian Advocate by acclamation. 

On motion, the election of an Editor for the 
Northern Christian Advocate was laid over for the 
present. 
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Samuel H. Nesbit was elected Editor of the Pitts- 
burgh Christian Advocate by acclamation. 

Eleazer Thomas was elected Editor of the California 
Christian Advocate by acclamation. | 

The tellers in the case of the Second Assistant Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Missionary Society re- 
ported as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 210. 
choice, 106. 

No one having received a majority of the votes, a 
second ballot was cast, and the tellers retired. 

On motion, the election of Editor for the Pacific 
Christian Advocate was laid over for the present. 

Thomas Carlton was elected Book Agent at New 
York by acclamation. 

A ballot was cast for Assistant Book Agent at New 
York, and the tellers retired. 

The tellers in the case of the Northwestern Chris- 
tian Advocate reported as follows: Whole number of 
votes cast, 203. Necessary to a choice, 102. 

Thomas M. Eddy received 177 votes, and was de- 
clared duly elected Editor of the Northwestern Chris- 
tian Advocate. 

Adam Poe was elected Book Agent at Cincinnati, 
and Luke Hitchcock Assistant Book Agent at Cincin- 
nati by acclamation. 

The list of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of petitions, memorials, and resolutions, and they 
were presented and disposed of as follows: 


Necessary to a 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


William Young presented a memorial from Morris 
Chapel, Cincinnati, on Extension of Time, on Lay Del- 
egation, and inviting the General Conference to hold its 
next session in Cineniaty and it was referred to the 
Committee on Lay Delegation. . 

The tellers in the case of an Assistant Book si at 
New York reported as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 207. 
choice, 104. 

No one having received a majority, a second ballot 
was cast, and the tellers retired, 


Necessary to a 
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ERIE CONFERENCE. SrxTeeNTe 
: Dax. 


Niram Norton offered the following preamble and Eat. 
resolutions, and they were adopted : 


Whereas, The Discipline requires that the Journals of the several Journals of An- 
Annual Conferences shall be sent to the General Conference for ex- "Ua! Confer- 
amination, ce heey 

Resolved, 1. That such as are approved shall receive an official : 
certificate in the following words, to be written in the Journal: 

“Thereby certify that the foregoing Journal for the last quadren- 
nial has been examined and approved.” 

afte and signed by the Chairman of the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 

Resolved, 2. That such parts, if any, as are not approved shall be © «) sob 
clearly specified in the official certificate. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. ILurxors. 


William H. H. Moore submitted the following pre- 
amble and resolution, and they were referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy : . 


Whereas Stephen. Griffith, of Vermilion County, Illinois, did, 
in 1855, donate to the Methodist Episcopal Church a certain build- 
ing to be used as a house of worship, on conditions which have not 
been complied with; and 

Whereas said house is not now, and will not again be used as a 
place of worship, it being out of repair, and not in a suitable location; 
and 

Whereas said building is situated on Mr. Griffith’s farm, and con- 
sequently obstructs its sale, and is of no value to the Church; and 

Whereas Mr. Griffith has, for many years, contributed largely to 
the support of Methodism.and its benevolent enterprises, 

Resolved, That said property justly reverts to him; and the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy are hereby instructed to inquire into the pro- 
priety of authorizing the Trustees, John Makamson and others, to 
convey, according to law, said property to Brother Griffith. 


The tellers reported in relation to a second ballot for, Teliets meee 


Second Assistant Corresponding Secretary of the Mis- sistant Mis- 
sionary Secre- 
sionary Society, as follows: tary. 
Whole number of votes cast, 204. Necessary to a 
choice, 103. 
Joseph M. Trimble received 116 votes, and was de- Joe Reims 
clared duly elected. iad 
William H. Olin moved a reconsideration of the 
yote by which Thomas Carlton was elected Book 
~ Agent at New York. 
Kasimir P. Jervis moved to lay the motion to recon: 
sider on the table, which motion was lost. - Pending the 
discussion, the time of the session was extended ; and 
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on motion of John L. Smith, the motion to reconsider 
was indefinitely postponed. 

Niram Norton moved that Conference do now 
adjourn, but the motion did not prevail. 

The call of Conferences was resumed. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE, 


Ralph W. Allen offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 
Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York be requested to 


send a copy of the Journal of the General Conference to each mem- 
ber of the General Conference as soon as it is published. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


Randolph 8. Foster presented a memorial from the 
National Association of Local Preachers, and it was 
referred to a special committee of three. [For Me- 
morial, see Appendix Z, I.] 

James Porter presented a memorial from E. L. 
Fancher, Esq., relating to a Revision of the Hymn 
Book, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

By unanimous consent, the following reports were 
received and laid on the table to be printed, namely: 

Davis W. Clark, Chairman of the Committee on 
Revisals, presented Report No. V, relating to the Trial 
of Church Members, and it lies on the table under the 
rule. 

William H. Goode, Chairman of the Committee on 
Missions, submitted Report No. V, relating to Changes 
of the Twelfth Article of the Constitution of the Mis- 
sionary Society, and to the Organization of Conferences 
in States and Territories not now included in any 
Annual Conference, and it was laid on the table. 

Edward Thomson, Chairman of the Committee on 
Freedmen, presented a report, and it was laid on the! 
table to be printed. 

James MWK. Reiley, Chairman of the Committee on 
the State of the Work among the People of Color, pre- 
sented Report No. I, and it was laid on the table. 

George Peck, Chairman of the Committee on the. 
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German Work, presented Report No. II, and it was 
laid on the table. 
The call of Conferences was resumed. 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


Henry Whiteman offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted : 


Resolved, That after Monday next the roll be regularly called, in 
order to ascertain, first, whether there be a quorum present, and, 
second, who are present and who are absent; and any member leav- 
ing prior to final adjournment without the consent of the Confer- 
ence shall be deemed worthy of censure, and forfeit his traveling 


expenses. 4 


NORTHWEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


George M. Boyd offered a resolution, proposing that 
the Book Agents at New York have President Lin- 
coln’s letter lithographed, and furnish a copy to each 
member of this body. 

On motion of John M. Reid, so much of the resolu- 
tion as relates to furnishing copies to members of the 
General Conference was struck out. 

George W. Walker moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, but the motion was lost; when, on motion 
of John M. Reid, it was referred to the Book Agents 
at New York. 

On motion of John L. Smith, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted: 

Resolved, That the consecration of the bishops elect be made the 
order for Tuesday, May 24, at three o’clock P.M., and that the bish- 
ops be requested to arrange for such special religious service as in 
their judgment may be proper. 

The tellers reported in relation to the second ballot 
for Assistant Book Agent at New York, as follows: 

_ Whole number of votes cast, 205. Necessary to a 
choice, 103. 

James Porter received 136 votes, and was declared 
duly elected. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. 

After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by Bishop Ames. 
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SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 21. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Morris in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by John 
H. Twombly, of the New England Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The following letter of invitation was received : 


May 19, 1864. 


The members of the Methodist Episcopal Conference are respect- 
fully invited to‘visit the present exhibition of the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts, 1025 Chestnut-street. 

C. Corr, President. 


On motion, the invitation was accepted, with thanks 
for the courtesy, and it was agreed that the members 
visit it severally at their convenience. 

Joseph M. Trimble, Chairman of the Committee on 
Episcopacy, presented Report No. IV, relating, 1. To 
the memorial of Union Chapel, complaining of the ad- 
ministration of Bishop Morris; 2. To the complaint 
of Joseph Counts, complaining of a decision made by 
Bishop Baker in the Ohio Conference; 3. To the ad- 
ministration of the bishops for the last four years; 
and, 4. To the residences of the bishops. And the 
report, excepting the resolution relating to the resi- 
dences of bishops, was adopted. 

The judgment of the Conference in relation to the 
Union Chapel case is expressed in the following para- 
graph from the Report of the Committee, given after 
reciting the facts in the premises : 


Tn all this, so far from seeing anything to censure, the committee 
believe the administration to have been wise and just; and that 
Bishop Morris is to be commended for the firmness with which he 
has maintained the discipline and order of the Church. 


In relation to the complaint of Joseph Counts, the 
following resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That the ruling of Bishop Baker in the Ohio Annual Con- 
ference, in the case of Joseph Counts, be approved as in harmony 
with the Law and Discipline of the Church. 

i recommend that the complaint of Joseph Counts be dis- 
missed. 


The following are the resolutions of the report con- 
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cerning the Administration of the Bishops for the last 
four years, namely: ‘i uot 


After full consideration the committee offer the following touch- 
ing the cases to which our attention has been called: 

fesoled, That in reviewing the administration of the bishops we 
find it has been eminently satisfactory, except in the following cases, 
wherein the rule requiring a superintendent not to continue a 
preacher in the same appointment more than two years in six ap- 
pears to have been infringed, to wit: 

1. In 1864 a charge in St. Louis, Missouri Conference, was so left 
by the presiding bishop that it is now served by the preacher, who 
has been its regular pastor during the two years preceding. 

_ 2. In 1863, in the New England Conference, a preacher was sta- 
tioned a third year over an appointment in the city of Charlestown, 
which, having only changed its name and location, was substantially 
the same charge which he had served the two preceding years. 

Also, in the same conference and the same year, at Coleraine and 
Quincy Point, the preachers, after serving two years, were assigned 
nominal eppointments, w:.ile their real work was with the people 
they had served the tw years preceding. 

To these exceptions we add one case of infringement of the rule 
forbidding the appvintment of a presiding elder in the same district 
-until six years after the expiration of his first term of four years’ 
service, namely: In 1863, in the New York East Oonference, a 
preacher who had served as presiding elder cf the Long Island Dis- 
trict for four years immediately preceding the session of the con- 
ference in the spring of that year was, after eight months, appointed 
to the same district to fill a vacancy caused by the death of the pre- 
siding elder who had succeeded him. : 

In view of these cases we earnestly recommend our superintend- 
ents to administer the rules respecting the appointments of preachers 
and presiding elders with unvarying strictness. 

With these statements we recommend that their characters be 
passed. 


In relation to the residence of the bishops, Thomas 
H. Pearne moved to amend the resolution of the report 
by adding the words, “and especially that one of our 
bishops ought, if it be practicable, to reside on the 
Pacific Coast.” Pending the consideration of the 
amendment, James Drummond moved the previous 
question, and the motion was sustained, the amendment 
was lost, and the resolution was adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Conference the 
bishops ought and therefore are hereby respectfully requested to so 
distribute their residences as to be the most accessible to, and, in the 
intervals of the conference, to be able to oversee every part of our 
extended work so far as. possible. 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix D, IV.) 
On motion of John L. Smith, the order of business 
was suspended to take up the cases of election laid 


over yesterday. 
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Samuel C. Brown moved that the election of an 
Editor for the Christian Advocate and Journal be 
further laid over, and made the order of the day for 
Tuesday next at ten o’clock A. M. 

Pending the consideration of the motion, William H. 
Ferris moved the previous question, and the motion was 
sustained, and the election was deferred accordingly. 

Francis B. Bangs moved to lay over for the present 
the election of Editor for the Western Christian Ad- 
vocate; but on motion of William Young, the motion 
to lay over was laid on the table; whereupon John 
Morrison Reid was elected Editor of the Western 
Christian Advocate by acclamation. 

The election of an Editor of the Ladies’ Repository 
was taken up. 

Pending a motion to lay over the election till a future 
day, on motion of Thomas C. Gardner the previous ques- 
tion was ordered, and the motion to postpone was lost. 

Isaac W. Wiley was then elected Editor of the Ladies’ 
Repository by acclamation. 

On motion of William H. Goodwin, the election of 
an Editor for the Northern Christian Advocate was 
laid over, and made the order of the day for next Tues- 
day morning. 

Stephen D. Brown was elected Editor of the Pacific 
Christian Advocate by acclamation. 

On motion of Randolph 8. Foster, the order of bus- 
iness was suspended to enable him to present a report 
from the Special Committee on Sacred Music, and the 
‘following was presented and adopted. 


The committee to whom was referred the Memorial of Mr. John 
Stephenson and forty others, leaders of choirs in New York, Brook- 
lyn, and Philadelphia, on the subject, of Church Music, report: 

The petitioners represent an association under the style of “ Asso- 
ciated Choirs.” The object of their memorial is stated so briefly 
and clearly by themselves that we present it in their own words: 

“The Society of ‘Associated Choirs’ is about to call a committtee 
of choristers, and others interested in the music of the Church, by 
which a concord of views may be had and plans devised which may 
attain the desired result. Promotive of such purpose, the Society 
respectfully ask that a committee may be ‘appointed by the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church to co-operate with 
said Society and Convention, by which the prestige of official sane- 
tion may be given to such measures and publications as may have 
its approval.” 

Your committee recommend the appointment of a committee of 
five, as asked by the petitioners. 
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James Hill presented the following resolution from 
the Committee on Appeals, and it was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to ask the General 
Conference to make twenty-one a quorum to transact business in 
the Committee of Appeals. 

On motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, all members having 
appointments to preach to-morrow at such places as to 
make it inconvenient for them to be present at the 
morning sessions of Monday next were granted leave 
_of absence. 

John M. Reid, Chairman of the Committee on Itin- 
eraney, submitted Report No. V, in two parts. The 
first part, relating, 1. To Changing the Time of Meet- 
ing of the General Conference; 2. To Certifying on each 
Annual Conference Journal the approval, disapproval, 
or criticisms of the Committee on Itinerancy; 3. To 
the Administration of the Black River Conference in a 
certain case; 4. To the Complaint from Fort Ann 
against the Troy Conference; and, 5. To the Case of 
Samuel W. Martin, was adopted. 

By adopting the several items of the first part of the 
report, it was ; 

Resolved, 1. That it is inexpedient at present to change the time 
of the meeting of the General Conference. 


Resolved, 2. That it shall hereafter be the duty of the Committee 
on Itinerancy, after reading the Journals of the several Annual Con- 
ferences, to place upon each a certificate of the fact, signed by their 
Chairman and Secretary, noting all exceptions to the record. 


Resolved, 3. That in the case of administration from the Black 
River Conference, there is some manifest irregularity; but the 
records and testimony necessary to a decision are not before us. 


Resolved, 4. That in the case of complaint from Fort Ann, the 
Annual Conference had no jurisdiction in the case, the appeal being 
from the decision of the Quarterly Conference, which affirmed the 
decision of the Select Committee that tried the case, and not on any 
question of law or method of trial. 


Resolved, 5. That in the case of Samuel W. Martin, the best ex- 
amination we have been able to give the case has not convinced us 
that any action should be taken in the premises. 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix E, V.] 

The second part of the Report, relating, 1. To Mis- 
sionaries to Neglected Portions of our Cities; and, 
2, To Superannuated Preachers residing out of the 
Bounds of their own Conferences, was laid on the 
table under the rule. 
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Charles B. Tippett, Chairman of the Committee on 
the Book Concern, presented Report No. X, relating 
to the objects for which the Profits of the Book Con- 
cern ought to be used, and also to Advertising Patent 
Medicines and Novels in our Church papers. 

James Porter moved that so much of the report as 
relates to Profits of the Book Concern be recommitted, 
with instructions to the committee to report such a 
modification of the Restrictive Rules as will allow the 
proceeds of the Book Concern to be used ‘for other 
Church purposes as well as for the support of Super- 
annuated Preachers, etc. ; and subsequently, on his mo- 
tion, the whole report was laid on the table. 

On motion of Benjamin F., Crary, the Committee on 
Slavery was discharged from the further consideration 
of that subject. 

James Porter, Chairman of the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tract Cause, presented Report No. 
III, proposing sundry changes of the Discipline in 
relation to Sunday-schools. It was read, and lies over 
under the rule. 

He also presented Report No. IV, providing for a 
Corresponding Secretary of the Sunday-School Union 
and Tract Society, and it lies over under the rule. _ 

James Hill, Secretary of the Committee to try 
Appeals, presented the following report: 

Rev. I. N. M’Abee, of the Pittsburgh Conference, appeals from 
the action of the Conference Stewards in the distribution of the 
funds for Superannuated Ministers. He claims that he was super- 
annuated without his consent, and while he was fully able to do 
effective work, and yet has not been allowed a proportionate share 
of the funds for the superannuated preachers. He asks that the 
Pittsburgh Conference be directed by the General Conference to pay 
him his full proportionate share. 

Resolved, That we return the memorial of I. N. M’Abee back to 
the General Conference as not properly an appeal case, not relating 
to judicial proceedings. 

On motion of Benjamin Pilsbury, the memorial men- 
tioned in the foregoing report was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

James Hill, Secretary of the Committee to try Ap- 
peals, presented the following report for record in the 
Journal : 


The Committee of Appeals beg leave to report further, as follows: 
W. H. Sheets, of Southeastern Indiana Conference, was tried by said 
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Conference on a charge of immorality. He was acquitted by a vote 
of the Conference, and then, by a resolution, he was deprived of his 
ministerial character. He appealed from the latter action of said Con- 
ference as irregular and illegal. After a careful consideration of 
the case by the committee, on motion, the decision of the Southeast- 
ern Indiana Conference was reversed. 


James Porter, Chairman of the Committee on Tem- 
poral Economy, presented Report No. III, relating, 
1. To a Resolution Concerning the Support of Con- 
ference Claimants; 2. To the more Equitable Divis- 
ion of Dividends from the Book Concern among Con- 
ference Claimants; and, 3. To a Church Extension 
Society. The report, containing the following resolu- 
tion in relation to the third item, was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to prepare 
and report some method by which societies in the newer and weaker 


portions of our extended field may be assisted in securing suitable 
houses of worship. 


[For Report, see Appendix U, IV.] 

Business was informally suspended that Rev. W. L. 
Thornton, A. M., delegate from the Wesleyan Confer- 
ence of Great Britain, and Rev. Robinson Scott, D.D., 
of the Irish Wesleyan Conference, might take leave of 
the General Conference. Each one then addressed a 
few farewell words, and bade the Conference adieu. 

John L. Smith offered the following resolution, and, 
on motion of George Clifford, it was laid on the 
table: 


Resoled, That on and after Monday next, in addition to the morn- 
ing session, we hold also an afternoon session daily, commencing at 
half past two o'clock P. M., and that the fixing the place for the 
meeting of the General Conference in 1868 be the order of the day 
for next Monday afternoon, immediately after the reading of the 
Journal. 


On motion of Hugh D. Fisher, the time of the ses- 
sion was extended. 

Edward Thomson, Chairman of the Committee to 
draft a Reply to the Address of the British Wesleyan 
Conference, presented and read an address to that 
body. The address was adopted, and the nomination 
of Rev. Edmund S. Janes, D.D., one of the bishops 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and of Rev. 
Thomas Bowman, D.D., President of Indiana Asbury 
University, as delegates to the Wesleyan Conference 
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of Great Britain, was confirmed. [For Reply to the 
British Wesleyan Conference, see Appendix B, II.] 

By unanimous consent, William H. Goodwin had 
leave to present the Report of the Publishing Commit- 
tee of the Northern Christian Advocate, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

[For Report, see Appendix C, VI.] 

Conferences were called for petitions, memorials, 
resolutions, etc. 


NORTHWEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Thomas C. Golden presented three memorials relat- 
ing to boundaries: One from Leon, signed by W. W. 
Wheaton and ten others ; one trom Tomah, signed by 
J. S. Anderson and eight others; and one from La 
Crosse, signed by W. Haw and five others; and they 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


OREGON CONFERENCE. 


Thomas H. Pearne presented two memorials relat- 
ing to the Editorship of the Pacific Christian Advyo- 
cate: One signed by I. S. Gilbert and twenty-three 
others; and one signed by P. M. Starr and eight 
others ; and they were referred to the Committee on 
the Book Concern. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


James Cunningham presented a memorial from Tal- 
bot cireuit against Lay Delegation, and it was referred 


_ to the Committee on Lay Delegation. 


He also submitted. the Quadrennial Report of the 
Trustees of the Chartered Fund, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Temporal Economy. [For Re- 
port, see Appendix U, 1.] 

Joseph Castle presented the following letter, and, 
on motion, the invitation it conveys was accepted by 
the Conference. 

Union VOLUNTEER REFRESHMENT SALOON, 
PHILADELPHIA, May 14, 1864. 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHOD- 
Ist KPISCOPAL CHURCH, NOW IN SESSION IN PHILADELPHIA: 


GENTLEMEN,—The members of the Union Volunteer Refreshment 
Committee most cordially invite you to pay a visit to their saloon 
during your stay in this city and witness the arrangements made 
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for the care of our brave soldiers, where hundreds of thousands 
from the loyal states have received refreshments, thousands sick and 
wounded have received medical treatment, and whatever distress 
caused by the war to man we have tried to alleviate, including the 
reception of and finding employment for hundreds of refugees from 
the South. 


_ Our institution is cheerfully supported by the voluntary contribu- 
tions of our citizens and those of the vicinity. 
We are yours very respectfully, 


J. B. Wank, Secretary. ARAD Barrows, Chairman. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


William H. Richards offered the following resolu- 
tion, and it was referred to the Committee on Lay 
Delegation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Lay Delegation be instructed to 
consider the propriety of changing the Discipline, page 48, § 3, 
quest. 1, ans. 1, by adding at the close of ans. 1 the following words: 
‘“* Also three laymen from each district, who shall be elected annu- 
ally by the district stewards at their regular meeting, and who shall 
be allowed to speak and to vote on all questions not affecting the 
character of traveling preachers.” 

To conform to the above change, append to §2, page 102, the 
following words: ‘It shall be the duty of the district stewards to 
elect three suitable laymen from each district. to attend the Annual 
Conference next ensuing, as provided in Discipline, page 48, § 3, 
quest. 1, ans. 1. 


Samuel C. Brown offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 


sider the propriety of preparing a new form. of certificate for the 
transfer of members from one charge to another. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


Thomas M. Eddy presented a petition from the sev- 
eral Official Boards of Chicago, and from the Quar- 
terly Meeting Conference of Evanston to this body, to 
appoint the session of the General Conference for 1868, 
to be held in the city of Chicago, and the petition was 
laid on the table for the present. 

William F. Stewart presented a memorial relating 
to Traveling Expenses, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Temporal Economy. He also presented a 
memorial from Galena District Conference on the Pre- 
siding Eldership, and it was referred to the Committee 


on Itinerancy. 
13 
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SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


John H. Barth presented a memorial relating to 
German Annual Conferences from George Pfaffenberger 
and forty-six others, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the German Work. 

Thomas H. Lynch presented a memorial on Bound- 
aries, signed by I. B. Dobyns and thirty-four others, 
of Salem, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE. 


Richard W. Keeler presented a memorial from Ce- 
dar Falls on Lay Delegation, signed by J. Bowman 
and sixteen others, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Lay Delegation. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


Matthew Bennett presented a memorial from Orion 
Quarterly Conference in relation to Boundaries, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


George Peck presented a memorial from Rey. L. D. 
Tryon, asking to be discharged from the payment of 
certain moneys due the Book Concern at New York, 
and it was referred to the Book Agents, with author- 
ity to settle the claim on such terms as to them may 
seem best. 

Horatio R. Clark offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Temporal 
Economy: 

ResoWwed, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be instructed 
to consider an equitable plan for raising the expenses of future 


General Conferences by apportionment, without drawing upon the 
Book Concern, and report at as early a day as practicable... ~ 


On motion, Conference adjourned. 
After the Doxology had been sung, the Benediction 
was pronounced by Oliver S. Munsell. 
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MONDAY MORNING, MAY 23... 5a" 


Conference met this morning at half past eight pening of 
s ; © Conference. 
o'clock, Bishop Janes in the chair. 
The usual religious services were conducted by 
James Thurston, of the New Hampshire Conference. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


On motion of John Lanahan, the Committee on Instruction to 
Committee on 


Itinerancy were instructed to consider and report as _Itineraney. 
> : eile Each | Confer- 
to the propriety of so changing the Restrictive Rules ence to have 


as to allow to each Conference at least one delegate °"’ eee 
instead of two, as the rule now stands, 


On motion of William Young, the order of business ReportonTrust- 
; eeship of the 


‘was suspended to take up the Report of the Committee General Con- 
on a Plan for Trusteeship for the General Conference, os 
presented and laid on the table May 16, and it was 

taken up, and the following changes of Discipline pro- 

posed in the Report were adopted, namely, to insert 

in the chapter on Temporal Economy the following 

question and answers: 


Quest. 1. What shall be done for the better security of donations, Change of 
bequests, grants, etc., made for benevolent purposes to the Meth- Discipline. 
odist Episcopal Church in the United States of America? 

Ans. 1. The Géneral Conference shall appoint and perpetuate a 
Board of Trustees, composed of ministers and laymen, consisting of 
not less than five nor more than nine, who shall be invested with 
corporate powers, and shall be authorized to receive and hold in trust 
for the benefit of the Methodist Episcopal Church, under the direc- 
tion of. the General Conference, any and all donations, bequests, 
grants, etc., made to the Methodist Episcopal Church not specially 
designated or directed, but simply made to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America. 

2. When any such donation, bequest, grant, etc., is made to the 
Church, it shall be the duty of the preacher in the bounds of whose 
charge it occurs to give an early notice thereof to the Board, who 
shall proceed without delay to take possession of the same according 
to the provisions of their charter. 

3. The Board shall make a faithful report of their doings, and of 
the funds or property on hand at each quadrennial session of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and all do- 
nations thus reported and received shall be disposed of by order of 
the General Conference for the benefit of. the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America. 


The following resolutions, contained in the report, 
were also adopted: 


Resolved, That the foregoing Board shall be located at Cincinnati, 


in the State of Ohio. / 
~ Resolved, That the following be and they are hereby appointed to 


196 


May 23. 
Eie@areents 
Day. 


W. F. Cowles 
granted leave 
of absence, and 
KE. H. Waring 
admitted in his 
atead. 


Report on Itin- 
erancy, No. LY. 


German Work. 


_ Reports Nos. I 
and II. 


Editor of 
Zion's Herald. 


German Work. 
Beport No. I. 


Northwestern 
German Con- 
ference. 


Southeastern 
German Con- 
ference. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1864. 


fill the said Board, to wit: Rev. Davis W. Clark, Rev. Joseph M. 
Trimble, Rev. William Nast, Rey. Adam Poe, Rev. William Young, 
A. N. Riddle, Esq., M. B. Hagans, Esq., Thomas H. Whetstone, Esq., 
John Fudge, Esq. 

Resolved, That the Board so appointed are hereby instructed early 
to take steps to. secure corporate powers under the laws of the State 
of Ohio, under the name and style of the “‘ Board of Trustees of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United 
States,” to enable them legally to execute the prescribed trusts. 


The Report was then adopted as a whole. [For 
Report, as adopted, see Appendix W.] 

On motion of Thomas E. Corkhill, William F.. 
Cowles, a delegate from the Iowa Conference, had 
leave of absence for the remainder of the session on 
account of personal ill health, and Edmund H. Waring, 
a reserve delegate of that Conference, presented his 
credentials, was admitted to a seat in this body, and 
assigned to the several committees in his stead. 

On motion of Samuel C. Brown, the order of busi- 
ness was further suspended to take up so much of Re- 
port No. IV of the Committee on Itinerancy as relates 
to the Editor of Zion’s Herald; and also Reports Nos. 
I and II of the Committee on the German Work, the 
former of which was presented and laid on the table 
May 14, and the latter May 16. 

The item relating to the Editor of Zion’s Herald was 
then taken up and adopted, as follows: 


Resolwed, That Part II, chap. iii, quest. 3, ans. 3, page 93, be 
amended by inserting in line 11 of the answer after the word “San 
Francisco” the words “the Editor of Zion’s Herald ;” thereby plac- 
ing that officer, when a member of an Annual Conference, under the 
exception. 


On motion of Henry F. Koeneke, Report No. I of 
the Committee on the German Work was taken up, 
and a motion was made to adopt it; pending which, on 
motion of William Harden, the previous question was 
ordered by a vote of 128 to 17, and the following res- 
olutions were adopted: 


1, Resolved, That the German Work be organized into three An- 
nual Conferences, each coutaining about seventy-five preachers. 

2. Resolved, That the German Work at’ present connected with the 
Rock River and Minnesota Conferences, and the Galena German 
District of the Upper Iowa Conference, be formed into a Conference 
to be called the Northwestern German Conference. 

3. Resolved, That the German Work at present connected with the 
Illinois, Southern Illinois, Kansas Conferences, and the Burlington 
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German District of the Upper Iowa Conference, be formed into a May 28. 


Conference to be called the Southwestern German Conference. 

4, Resolved, That the German Work at present connected with the 
Cincinnati, North Ohio, and Southeastern Indiana Conference be 
formed into a Conference to be called the Central German Con- 
ferenee. J 

Report No. I was then adopted as a whole. 
Report as adopted, see Appendix O, II.] 

Report No. II of the Committee on the German 
Work was taken up, read, and adopted. 


The following are the resolutions of the report: 


[For 


1. Resolved, That the Agents of the Western Book Concern be 
requested to publish the manuscript hymn book prepared for the 
German members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

2. Resolved, That the same parties be requested to have a tune 
book, adapted to the hymn book, prepared for the use of our German 
members, under the supervision of a committee of three Germans, to 
be appointed by the Agents, and to publish the same as soon as 
possible after the preparation of the manuscript. 

3. Resolved, That the bishops be requested to appoint a committee 
of three members of this General Conference to visit the next Gen- 
eral Conference of the Evangelical Association, and to correspond 
with the authorities of that Church, should the way be opened in 
the order of Providence, for a closer union between the Churches. 

4. Resolved, That the German Work in the New York Conference 
remain for the present as it is; and that the bishops, with the con- 
currence of the New York Conference at its next session, shall have 
power to form the same into a German Annual Conference. 

5. Resolwed, That the German Work in California remain in its 
present form. 


The Report was then adopted as a whole. [For 


Report as adopted, see Appendix O, III.] 

On motion of John P. Durbin, the order of business 
was further suspended to take up the Reports of the 
Committee on Missions, and Report No. V was taken 
up, and the second item of the first resolution was 
amended by inserting after the words “assistant cor- 
responding secretary” the words “second assistant 
corresponding secretary ;” after which the first, second, 
and third resolutions were adopted, as follows: 


1. Resolved; That by and with the consent of the Board of Man- 
agers at New York, the Twelfth Article of the Constitution of the 
Missionary Society be amended so that it will read as follows: 

XII. The Annual Conferences shall be divided into as many mis- 
gion districts as there are effective superintendents; and there shall 
be a committee of one from each mission district, to be appointed by 
the bishops, and to be called the “General Missionary Committee.” 
It shall be the duty of this committee, 

First. To meet annually in the city of New York between the 
first and fifteenth of November, as shall be determined by the corre- 

sponding secretary, assistant corresponding secretary, and treasurer. 

Secondly. To act jointly with the Board of Managers, the corre- 
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May 23. sponding secretary, assistant corresponding secretary, second assist- 
E1curzentH ant corresponding secretary, and treasurer, in fixing the amount 
Day, which may be drawn for during the year. j ie 
ast Thirdly. To divide such amount between, 1. Foreign Missions. 
§ 2. Domestic Missions. 3. Missions in the United States and Terri- 

tories, not included in the bounds of any of the Annual Conferences. 
@ 4. Other missions not under our immediate care. 

Fourthly. Said committee shall, with the concurrence of the 
Board of Managers, and with the concurrence of at least two of the 
bishops, determine what fields shall be occupied or continued as 
foreign missions, and the number of persons to be employed on said 
missions; and shall, in conjunction with the Board, estimate the 
sums necessary for the support of each mission, subject to the ap- 
proval of two or more of the bishops. Said committee, with the 
concurrence of the Board and bishops as aforesaid, shall determine 
the amount for which each bishop may draw for the domestic mis- 
sions of those conferences over which he shall preside, and shall 
divide the amount appropriated to the missions in the United States 
and Territories, not ineluded in the Annual Conferences to such sec- 
tions of the country as in their judgment the interests of the work 
require, and the bishop shall not draw on the treasurer for more 
than’said amount. In the intervals of the annual meetings of the 
committee the bishops shall have full power to administer these 
missions. ‘The Board shall appoint a committee, who, with the 
bishop making the appointment, shall fix the amount for the support 
of each missionary in this third class of missions. 

Fifthly. Said committee, by and with the concurrence of the Board 
and bishops as aforesaid, shall also determine the amount to be ap- 
propriated for the support of missions not under our immediate care, 
and the mode of disbursements thereof. Provided, nevertheless, that 
in the intervals between the meetings of the General Missionary 
Committee, the Board of Managers, with the concurrence of the 
bishop who has or is to have charge of the work proposed, may, if 
they shall deem it important, adopt a new missionary field, and also 
provide for any unforeseen emergency that may arise; and to meet 
such demands may expend any additional sum not exceeding 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Should any of the members of said committee, in the intervals of 
the General Conference, go out of office by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, the bishop presiding in the Conferences where the vacancy 
shall occur shall appoint another to fill his place. Said committee 
to be amenable to the General Conference, to which it shall make 
full reports of its doings. i 

Any expenses incurred in the discharge of its duties shall be met 
by the treasurer of the society. 

Bishopsauthor- 2. Resolved, Phat the bishops be and they hereby are authorized 
ized to organ- : sis . oa Re u 
ize new Con. When in their judgment the interests of the work require it, to organ- 
ferences, ize Annual Conferences in the states and territories not embraced at 
the close of this General Conference in any of the Annual Confer- 
ences; such conferences to possess all the rights, powers, and privi- 
leges of other Annual Conferences, excepting that of sending dele- 
gates to the General Conference, and of drawing an annual dividend 
from the avails of the Book Concern and Chartered Fund, and of vot- 
ing on constitutional changes proposed in the Discipline; which 
restriction shall continue until the next ensuing General Conference. 
Reponanoven- ay Resolved, That the name of the Rocky Mountain Conference be 
: and hereby is changed into Colorado Conference. 


The fourth resolution was laid on the table for the 
present. [For Report, see Appendia J, V.] 
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The third resolution of Report No. IL, laid on the May 23. 


E 
table May 14, was taken up and adopted, as follows: Da 
Missions. 


Resolved, That the words “of fifty cents or upward” in the Dis- Report No. IIT. 
cipline, Part IV, § 2, page 210, paragraph 8, be stricken out, so that 
it shall read, “comprehending the name of each collector in his 
charge, and the name, real or assumed, of each contributor to each 
collector, that they may be by said executive committee,” etc. 


And the Report, as a whole, was then adopted. [For 
Report as adopted, see Appendix J, III.] 

The fourth resolution of Report No. I, laid on the Missions. 
table May 7, and taken up and again laid on the table Boport HoT 
May 11, was taken up, and Sylvester L. Congdon 
moved to amend by striking out the word “ four,” and 
inserting instead thereof the word “two.” 

John Lanahan moved to lay the amendment on. the 
‘table; the motion prevailed, and the resolution was 
adopted, as follows: . 4 

Resolved, That it is the judgment of this General Conference that Foreign  Mis- 


a visitation of our principal Foreign Missions should be made by one sone to be vis- 
of our bishops as often as practicable—at least once in four years. 


The Report was then adopted as a whole. [For Re- 
port as adopted, see Appendia J, I.] 

James Porter moved further to suspend the order of 
business to take up the Reports of the Committee on 
Temporal Economy; but the motion did not prevail. 

At this stage of the proceedings business was inform- 
ally suspended to enable 8. 8. Nelles, D. D., one of the 
delegates from the Conference of the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist Church in Canada, to take leave of the General 
Conference. After he had made a brief farewell ad- 
dress, on motion of Freeborn G. Hibbard, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote: 

Resolved, That we reciprocate the cordial and fraternal expressions Resolution of 


of our brethren, the delegates from the Wesleyan Methodist Con- ertregites toh 


nection of Canada, and we shall be happy to maintain the integrity leyan Method- 


. . } ‘ ist Conference 
ofour former relations to them in Canata 


On motion of Daniel Cobb, Henry Roth was granted Be at 


leave of absence for the remainder of the session, on of absence. 
account of sickness in his family. youn 
On motion of James Drummond, John W. Reger John W. Reger 


it . granted leave 
was granted leave of absence for the remainder of the of absence. 
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session, on account of the pressing demand for his serv- 
ices as chaplain in the hospital. 3 
John M. Reid, Chairman of the Committee on Itin- 
erancy, submitted Report No. VI, relating to the Jour- 
nals of the several Annual Conferences. It was read, 
and pending its consideration, on motion of William 
E. Bigelow, so much of the Report as alleges that the 
Detroit Conference had received preachers from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada on the same 
footing as if they were of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church was struck out, on the ground that the state- 
ment rests upon an entire misapprehension, as no such 


reception of preachers has taken place in the Detroit 


Conference. 

- On motion of Nicholas J. B. Morgan, the minute 
concerning the Baltimore Conference was amended by 
striking out the words “as the reports show been 
stolen *, a disloyal member,” and inserting instead 
thereof the words “been withheld by the former sec- 
retary.” So that the item shall read: 


The Minutes of the Baltimore Conference for 1861 are not in the 
Journal before us, having been withheld by the former secretary. 


A motion to extend the morning session was lost by 
a vote of 81 to 87. 
On motion, Conference adjourned. 
After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by Jesse T. Peck. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 24. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o'clock, Bishop Scott. in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Abraham K. Street, of the New J ersey Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. = |, 

On motion of Davis W. Clark, the order of baringe 
was suspended, and Report No. I of the Committe 
on Revisals, presented and laid on the table May 11, 
was taken up. 

Pending its consideration, the first item, relating to 
the Reception of Ministers from the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in Canada, was adopted. ‘ 
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William H. Goode moved to strike out the word 
“trustees” from the second item; pending which, a 
call for the previous question, made by John L. Smith, 
was sustained, and the motion to strike out was lost, 
and the item was adopted. 

The third item, relating to Ordinations in certain 
cases, was read and adopted. 

The fourth item, relating to Class-meetings for Chil- 
dren, was read, and Daniel Curry moved to amend by 
striking out the word “baptized,” and also the whole 
clause relating to unbaptized children; but the motion 
to strike out was lost, and the item was adopted. 

The fifth item, in respect to Receiving Children on 
Probation, was adupted.; and the Report, as a whole, 
was then adopted, by which the following changes are 
made in the Discipline, namely : 


First Irem.—Part II, chapter ii, section 11, ques- 
tion 1, page 82, is amended by adding after the words 
“Wesleyan connection in Europe and Canada,” the 
words, ‘“‘or from the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Canada ;” and in the answer to said question, after the 
words “British, Irish, or Canada Conference,” the 
words, “or the Methodist Episcopal Church in Can- 
ada,” so that the question and answer will read as 
follows : 

“ Question 1. In what manner shall we receive those 
ministers who may come to. us from the Wesleyan con- 
nection in Europe and Canada, or from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Canada? 

“ Answer 1. If they come to us properly accredited 
from either the British, Irish, or Canada Conference, 
or from the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, 
they may be received according to such credentials, 
provided they give satisfaction to an Annual Confer- 
ence of their willingness to conform to our Church 
government and usages.” 

Sxconp Irem.—Also, Part II, chapter i, section 4, 
and-answer to question 1, is amended by striking out 
the word “and” before the words “ class-leaders ;” 
and also by inserting the words ‘and trustees” after 
the words “ class-leaders ;”’ and: also by inserting the 
words “churches in the” before the word “ circuit ;” 
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and also by inserting the word “all” before the 
words ‘“ being members,” so that the whole question 
and answer shall read as follows: 

“Question 1. Of whom shall the Quarterly Con 
ences be composed ? | ero gtll 

“Answer 1. Of all the traveling and local preachers, 
exhorters, stewards, class-leaders, and trustees of the 
churches in the circuit or station, and the: first male 
superintendents of our Sunday-schools, said trustees 
and superintendents being members of our Church, 
and approved by the Quarterly Conference. The 
Missionary Committee shall have a right to a seat 
during the action of the Conference on the subject 
of missions, but at no other time.” 

Turrp Irem.—The paragraph marked “ N. B.,” and 
attached to answer 3, question 2, chapter vi, page 112, 
in the Discipline, is amended so as to read: 

‘“N. B.—Whenever a preacher on trial shall be ap- 
pointed by a bishop to a mission, or a chaplaincy in 
the army or navy, or in hospitals or prisons, he may, 
if elected by an Annual Conference, with the appro- 
bation of a bishop, be ordained by him before his pro- 
bation ends.” 

Fourrs Irem.—Also answer 2, question 3, sec- 
tion 3, chapter i, Part I, commencing on page 34 of 
the Discipline, is stricken out, and the following 
answer is inserted in its place, namely : 

“Answer 2. At the age of ten years, or earlier, the 
preacher in charge shall organize the baptized children 
of the Church into classes, and appoint suitable lead- 
ers (male or female) whose duty it shall be to meet 
them in class once a week, and instruct them in the 
nature, design, and obligations of baptism, and the 
truths of religion necessary to make them wise unto 
salvation; urge them ‘to give regular attendance 
upon the means of grace ;’ advise, exhort, and encour- 
age them to an immediate consecration of their hearts 
and lives to God, and inquire into the state of their 
religious experience; Provided, that children unbap- 
tized are not to be excluded from these classes.” 

Firta Irzu.—aAlso the striking out of the word 
“shall” from the sixth line of answer 3, question 3, 
section 3, chapter i, Part I, and page 35 of the Dis- 


fer- 


th! 


: 
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cipline, and inserting in its place the words “ may,. 


with their assent,” so that the first peat of that answer 
will read as follows : 

“Answer 3. Whenever they shall have attained an 
age sufficient to understand the obligations of religion, 
md shall give evidence of a desire to flee from the 
wrath to come, and to be saved from their sins, their 
names may, with their assent, be enrolled on the list 
of probationers.” [For Repoit see Appendix N, I.] 

John Lanahan was granted leave of absence for the 
remainder of the session, and Littleton F. Morgan, a 
reserve delegate from the Baltimore Conference, pre- 
sented his credentials, was admitted to a seat as a 
member of this body, and assigned to the several 
committees in his stead. 

Henry Bannister and Lafayette D. White were 
granted leave of absence. 

Report No. II of the Committee on Revisals, pre- 
sented and laid on the table May 12, was taken up, 
and the first, second, and third items, relating, 1. To 
Chaplains to Hospitals; 2. To Agents of Benevolent 
Institutions; and, 3. To Preaching without License, 
“were read and adopted. The fourth item, relating to 
Trustees of Parsonages, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Church Tenures. 

The Report as amended, and as a whole, was then 
adopted, by which the following changes were made 
in the Discipline, namely : 

First Irrm.—On page 92, answer 3, question 3, 
section 1, chapter iii, ninth line from the bottorn of the 
page, pirike out the word “state” and insert the 
word “hospitals ;” so that the clause shall read, 
“ chaplains to hospitals, prisons, and in the army or 
navy.” 

- SEconp Irev.—On page 93 of the Discipline, to 
answer 8, add the following words, “and other be- 
nevolent institutions,” so that the clause shall read as 
follows: 

“He shall have authority, when requested by an 
Annual Conference, to appoint an agent, whose duty 
it shall be to travel throughout the bounds of such 
Conference, for the purpose of establishing and aiding 
Sabbath-schools and distributing Tracts, and also to 


208 


May 24, 
. NINETEENTH 
AY. 


Children to be 
received as 
probationers. 


John Lanshan 
granted leave 
absence. 
L. F. Morgan 
admitted. 


H. Bannister 
and L. D. 
White granted 
leave of . ab- 
sence, 
Revisals. 


Report No. IL 


Fourth item re- 
ferred to Com- 
mittee on 
Church Ten- 
ures, 


Chaplains to 
Hospitals. 


Agents for Be- 
nevolent In- 
stitutions. 


204 

May 24. 

‘Nivereenra 
Day. 


Preaching 
without 
license. 


Revisals. 

Report No. III. 

First item 
adopted. 


Second item 
amended, 


Ayes and Noes 
called for. 


Ayes, 


Journal of the General Conference. (1864, 


appoint an agent or agents for the benefit of our liter- 


ary institutions, an agent for the German publishing 


fund and for other benevolent institutions.” 

Tuirp Irem.—On page 115 of the Discipline, chap- 
ter viii, section 1, question 1, answer 1, third line from 
the bottom of the page, after the words “ leaders’ 
meeting,” add the words, “and no member of the 
Church shall be at liberty to preach without such 
license,” so that the first sentence of the proviso shall 
read as follows : , 

“‘ Provided, That no person shall be licensed to 
preach without the recommendation of the Society 
of which he is a member, or of’ a leaders’ meeting ; and 
no member of the Church shall be at liberty to preach 
without such license.” [For Report as adopted, see 
Appendia N, II.] 

Report No. III was taken up, and the first item, 
relating to Class-Meetings, was adopted. The second 
item, relating to Neglect of the Means of Grace, was 
read, when Freeborn G. Hibbard moved to amend the 
question by adding the words: 

“Such as the public worship of God, the supper of the Lord, 


family and private prayer, searching the Scriptures, class-meétings, 
and prayer-meetings.”’ . 


Thomas C. Gardner moved to lay the amendment 
on the table, but the motion was lost. 

William E. Bigelow moved the previous question, 
and the motion was sustained. 

On motion of Samuel Y. Monroe, it was ordered 
that the votes on the amendment and main question 
be taken by Ayes and Noes. 

The roll of members was called, and the vote on the 
adoption of the amendment was as follows: 

Ayes.—Alexander, Andrews, Armstrong, Baird, 
Baker, Bannister, Barth, Bartine, Barton, Bennett, 
Bigelow, Bingham, Breckenridge, Bristol, Brooks, 
Brown of New York, Brown of Providence, Bruce, 
Caruthers, Castle, Chenoweth, Church, Clark of New 
York, Clark of Western Virginia, Clark of Wyoming, 
Clifford, Cobb, Congdon, Corkhill, Corrington, Crane, 
Crawford, Cummings, Cunningham, Davidson, Davis, 
Dempsey, Denison, Dimmitt, Drummond, Durbin, 
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Eddy, Erwin, Ferris, Fiegenbaum, Foote, George, 
Golden, Goode, Goodwin, Graves, Gregg, Griswold, 
Guthrie, Haines, Hall, Hamlin, Haney, Harden, Har- 
ris, Harrison, Hawley, Henderson, Hester, Hibbard, 
Hill of Erie, Hill of Indiana, Hilliard, Himebaugh, 
Hitchcock, Hobart, Holmes, Houghton, Hunter, Hurl 
burt, Jervis, Jewett, Keeler, King of New York, King 
of Troy, Kingsley, Koeneke, Kuhl, Kynett, Lawson, 
Lemon, Lynch, M’Combs, M’Coy, M’Kenzie, M’Murray, 
Manson, Mason, Merrick, Miley, Miller of Nebraska, 
Miller of North Indiana, Monroe, Moody, Moore, Mul- 
finger, Nast, Nelson of Central Ohio, Nelson of Wyo- 
ming, Nesbit, Nisbet, Noble, Norton, Olin, Patten, 
Penfield, Perry, Pershing, Phelps, Pilcher, Poe, Porter, 
Ray, Raymond, Reed of Detroit, Reid of East Genesee, 
Reese, Reeves, Reger, Reiley, Richards, Robinson, 
Shinn, Sinex, Smith of Southeastern Indiana, Smith 
of Western Iowa, Spahr, Starks, Stewart, Street, Ter- 
rill, Thomas, Thomson, Tippett, Trimble, Vansant, 
Walker, Wallace, Waring, White of Black River, 
White of Ohio, Whitecar, Whiteman, Wilbur of Ore- 
gon, Wiley, Wilson of Erie, Woodruff, Wright—153. 

' Noes.—Adams, Allen of Maine, Allen of New En- 
gland, Bangs, Benson, Blake, Boyd, Brice, Brown of 
Troy, Brownscombe, Bullard, Chambers, Cobleigh, 
Crary, Curry, Dustin, Fisher, Foster, Gardner, Gurley, 
Harlow, Hatfield, Huffman, Lindsay, Lowe, M’Cabe, 
Magee, N. J. B. Morgan, Munsell, Owen, Pearne, Peck 
of California, Peck of Wyoming, Pike, Pilsbury of 
New York East, Pillsbury of Wisconsin, Rothweiler, 
Sherman, Shumate, Smart, Smith of Cincinnati, Smith 
of Northwest Indiana, Stallard, Strout, Thurston, 
Twombly, Wakeley, Webber, Wentworth, Wilbor of 
Genesee, Wilson of Central Ohio, Wise, Wood, 
Young—54. 

Absent.—Carlton, Colby, Elliott, Griffin, Malcom, 
L. F. Morgan, Roth, Wardwell, Whedon—9. 

So the amendment was adopted by a vote of 153 
to 54. 

The roll was called on the adoption of the item as 
amended, and the vote was as follows: 

Ayes.—Andrews, Baird, Bangs, Barth, Bartine, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Bristol, Brooks, Brown of New York, 
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May 24. Brown of Providence, Brown of Troy, Bruce, Bullard, 
NINETEENTA Carlton, Caruthers, Castle, Chambers, Church, Clark 


of New York, Clark of Western Virginia, Clark of 
Wyoming, Clifford, Cobb, Congdon, Corkhill, Corring- 
ton, Crane, Crawford, Cummings, Curry, Davidson, 
Denison, Durbin, Erwin, Ferris, Fiegenbaum, Foster, 


' Gardner, George, Golden, Goodwin, Gregg, Griffin, 


Griswold, Guthrie, Haines, Haney, Harris, Harrison, 
Hatfield, Hawley, Henderson, Hester, Hibbard, Hil- 
liard, Himebaugh, Hitchcock, Holmes, Houghton, Hurl- 
burt, Jervis, Jewett, Keeler, King of New York, King 
of Troy, Koeneke, Kuhl, Kynett, Lawson, Lindsay, 
Lynch, M’Combs, M’Coy, M’Kenzie, M’Murray, Magee, 
Malcom, Mason, Merrick, Miley, Miller of North In- 
diana, Monroe, Moody, Moore, Mulfinger, Munsel, 


Nast, Nelson of Central Ohio, Nelson of Wyoming, 


Nisbet, Noble, Norton, Patten, Peck of California, 
Perry, Pike, Pilsbury of New York East, Pillsbury of 
Wisconsin, Ray, Raymond, Reed of Detroit, Reid of 
East Genesee, Reese, Reeves, ‘Richards, Robinson, 
Sherman, Shinn, Sinex, Smith of Northwest Indiana, 
Smith of Southeastern Indiana, Smith of Western 
Iowa, Starks, Stewart, Street, Terrill, Thomas, 
Vansant, Walker, Waring, Wentworth, Whitecar, 
Whiteman, Wilson of Erie, Wise, Wood, Woodruff, 
Wright—129. 

Noes.—Adams, Alexander, Allen of Maine, Allen of 
New England, Armstrong, Baker, Barton, Bennett, 
Benson, Bingham, Blake, Breckenridge, Brownscombe, 
Chenoweth, Cobleigh, Crary, Cunningham, Davis, 
Dempsey, Dimmitt, Drummond, Dustin, Eddy, Fisher, 
Foote, Goode, Graves, Gurley, Hall, Hamlin, Harden, 
Harlow, Hill of Erie, Hill of Indiana, Hobart, Huff: 
man, Hunter, Kingsley, Lemon, Lowe, M’Cabe, Man- 
son, Miller of Nebraska, N. J. B. Morgan, Nesbit, 
Olin, Owen, Pearne, Peck of Wyoming, Penfield, Per- 
shing, Phelps, Pilcher, Poe, Porter, Reger, Reiley, 
Rothweiler, Shumate, Smart, Smith of Cincinnati, 
Spahr, Stallard, Strout, Thomson, Thurston, Tippett, 
Trimble, Twombly, Wakeley, Wallace, Webber, Whe- 
don, White of Black River, White of Ohio, Wilbor of 
Genesee, Wilbur of Oregon, Wiley, Wilson of Central 
Ohio, Young—so. 
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Absent.—Bannister, Brice, Colby, Elliott, L. F. Mor- 
gan, Roth, Wardwell—7. 

The second item of Report No. III was therefore 
adopted by a vote of 129 to 80. 

As a matter of privilege, the Chair presented the 
following letter from the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, namely : 


Newark, N. J., May 23, 1864. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH IN SESSION IN PHILADELPHIA. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America has unanimously adopted a resolution to spend 
Wednesday afternoon next in thanksgiving to Almighty God for past 
mercies, and in prayer for his continued blessing on our country; and 
have directed their permanent clerk to request your body to unite 
with us in setting-apart the same time for that object. 


WitiiaM KE. SCHENCK, 
Please reply. Permanent Clerk of the General Assembly. 


P. S.—The General Assembly of the other branch of the Presby- 
terian Church has, by telegram, just agreed to unite with us at the 
time specified. 


In response to which, on motion of Thomas M. 
Eddy, the following resolutions and letter were 
adopted: 


Resolved, That there shall be to-morrow an afternoon session, 
commencing at half past two, and that the bishop presiding be re- 
quested to conduct, at the opening of said session, a special service 
of thanksgiving to Almighty God for past mercies, in accordance 
with the invitation of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States of America. 

Resolved, That we adopt the following reply to the fraternal letter 
of the General Assembly, and direct the secretary to communicate 
the same without delay to that body: 


PHILADELPHIA, May 24, 1864. 


To THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE 
UniItED STATES OF AMERICA: { 


BRETHREN,—The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States has received your fraternal letter noti- 
fying us of your resolution to spend the afternoon of to-morrow 
(Wednesday, 25th instant) in thanksgiving to Almighty God for p&st 
mercies, and inviting us to unite with you ina similar service at the 
same hour. 

We have already devoted an entire day to religious services in 
behalf of our nation since the opening of our Conference; neverthe- 
less we recognize the open hand of the Father of Mercies, and ac- 
knowledge with you his many blessings to us, to our households, 
the Church, and to our beloved country; and we accept your invita- 
tion and designate to-morrow afternoon for a special service of 
thanksgiving, the service to be under the charge of the bishop pre- 
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On motion of Davis W. Clark, the order of the day. 
was taken up, and Conference proceeded to elect an 
Editor for the Christian Advocate and Journal and 
for the Northern Christian Advocate. 

The Chair appointed as tellers Thomas E. Corkhill, 
Morris D’C. Crawford, James Cunningham, Aaron 
Wood, Elijah H. Pilcher, and Nathan Shumate. A 
ballot was cast for Editor of the Christian Advocate 
and Journal, and the tellers retired to count the vote. 

On motion of Freeborn G. Hibbard, Jesse T. Peck 
was elected Editor of the Northern Christian Advocate 
by acclamation. 

The consideration of Report No. III of the Com- 
mittee on Revisals was resumed, and the third item, 
relating to Depositions, was withdrawn. 

On motion of John M. Reid, the further considera- 
tion of Report No, III from the Committee on Reyi- 
sals was laid on the table, and committees were called 
for the presentation of reports. ; 

John M. Reid, Chairman of the Committee on Itin- 
erancy, presented Report No. VII, relating, 1. To 
property in Vermilion County, Illinois; 2. To the case 
of I. N. M’Abee, of the Pittsburgh Conference; 3. To 
a Manual of Methodism; and, 4. To a change of the 
Restrictive Rule allowing each Conference, however 
small, at least two Delegates. 

Richard Haney, Chairman of the Committee on 
Boundaries, presented a Report, describing the bound- 
aries of all the Annual Conferences. 

Charles B. Tippett, Chairman of the Committee on 
the Book Concern, presented Report No. XI, relating, 
1. Torthe Book Concern at New York; 2. To the 
Western Book Concern ; 3. To the Northern Christian 
Advocate; 4. To Authority to the Agents to purchase 
Real Estate, if necessary; 5. To the Eastern Book 
Committee ; and, 6. To the Western Book Committee, 

Joseph Cummings, Chairman of the Committee on 
the State of the Country, presented Report No. III, 
relating to National Affairs. . 

Frederick Merrick, Chairman of the Committee on 
Education, presented a Report relating to the Educa- 
tional Interests of the Church. ane 
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_ Edward Thomson, Chairman of the Committee on 
Lay Delegation, presented a Report on that subject. 

’ George Peck, Chairman of the Committee on the 
Christian and Sanitary Commissions, presented a 
Report on the interests of those organizations. 

David Patten, Chairman of the Committee on the 
Centenary of Methodism, presented a Report relating 
to that subject. 

Freeborn G. Hibbard, from the Committee on 
Revision of the Ritual, presented Report No. V, com- 
prising, 1. An Order for the Administration of the 
-Lord’s Supper ; 2. The Form of Consecrating a Bishop; 
3. The Form of Ordaining Elders; and, 4. The Form 
of Ordaining Deacons. 

The foregoing Reports were received without read- 
ing, and laid on the table to be printed. ; 

James Hill, Secretary of the Committee to _Try 
Appeals, presented the following Report, to be entered 
upon the Journal : 

The Committee of Appeals beg leave to report, in part, as follows: 

Henry T. Johns, an appellant from the Troy Annual Conference, 
was expelled by the action of said Conference, on a charge of im- 
morality, from the ministry and membership of the Methodist Epis- 

eopal Church. 


After a careful consideration of the case, the Committee affirmed 
the decision of the Conference. 


A. P. Allen, an appellant from the Wisconsin Annual Conference, 
was expelled by the action of said Conference, on a charge of im- 
morality, from the ministry and membership of the Methodist Epis- 


copal Church. 
The Committee, after a careful consideration of the case, remanded 


it for a new trial. 

Dayid Sherman, Chairman of the Committee on Ex- 
penses of Delegates, presented a Report, and it was 
‘recommitted, with instructions to report the amounts 
received from the Conferences severally, the expenses 

of each delegation, and the surplus or deficiency in 
each case. 

The tellers reported the result of the ballot cast for 
Editor as follows, namely: Whole number of votes 
cast, 199. Necessary to a choice, 100. 

Daniel Curry received 143 votes, and was declared 
duly elected Editor of the Christian Advocate and 
‘Journal. 


The Chair appointed Jesse T. Peck Chairman of the 
14 
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Committee on the Pastoral Address instead of Calvin 
Kingsley. ' 

On motion of Daniel Curry, the vote adopting the 
Report of the Committee on the Bible Cause was 
reconsidered, and the Report was recommitted. 

Edward Thomson, Chairman of the Committee on 
Correspondence, presented Replies to the Addresses 
from the Irish Conference, from the Conference of the 
Wesleyan Church in Canada, and from the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Can- 
ada, and they were laid on the table. 

The Chair announced the following Committees : 

Committee on the Communication from the Na- 
tional Local Preachers’ Association: Gardner Baker, 
Nicholas J. B. Morgan, Niram Norton. 

Committee on Church Music : Thomas Carlton, Luke 
Hitchcock, John Lanahan, James Pike, Isaac 8. Bing- 
ham. 

Committee on Church Extension: Edwin E. Gris- 
wold, Alpha J. Kynett, Samuel C. Thomas, Miner 
Raymond, Barzillai N. Spahr, David L. Dempsey, 
Reuben Nelson. 

Deputation to the Evangelical Association : William 
Nast, Philip Kuhl, George Mulfinger. 

By unanimous consent, Robert M. Hatfield offered 
the following resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider and report on the propriety of amending the Discipline, Part II, 
chap. i, § 3, quest. 5, ans. 12, after the question, ‘‘ What is the num- 
ber of church members?” the question, “ How many of them are 


males over twenty-one years of age?’’ so that this item of statistics 
may henceforth be furnished by the Annual Conferences. 


On motion, Conference adjourned to meet this after- 
noon at three o’clock. \ 


After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by Chauncey Hobart. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 24, 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop 
Morris in the chair. 


At precisely three o’clock the services on the occa- 
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sion of the ordination of the recently-elected bishops May 24. 
were introduced by Rey. Charles Elliott, D.D., who a 
read the 213th Hymn: » Afterigo, 


“Draw near, O Son of God, draw near; 
Us with thy flaming eye ‘behold ; 

Still in thy Chureh do thou appear, 
And let our candlestick be gold. 


_ “Still hold the stars in thy right hand, 
And let them in thy luster glow,— 
The lights of a benighted land, 
The angels of thy Church below. 


“Make good their apostolic boast; 

Their high commission let them’ prove; 
Be temples of the Holy Ghost, 

And filled with faith, and hope, and love. 


_ “Give them an ear to hear thy word; 
Thou speakest to the churches now; 
And let all tongues confess their Lord, — 
Let every knee to Jesus bow.” 


The hymn was ; sung, after which Rev. George Peck, 
D.D., led the devotions of the Conference and Corer es 
gation in an appropriate prayer. 

The services were continued by Rev. William H. 
Goode, who read the 206th Hymn: 

“Let Zion’s watchmen all awake, 
And take the’ alarm they give; 


Now let them from the mouth of God 
Their awful charge receive. 


‘Tis not a cause of small import, 
The pastor’s care demands; 

But what might fill an angel’s heart, 
And filled a Saviour’s hands. 


“They watch for souls for which the Lord 
Did heavenly bliss forego; 

For souls, which must forever live 
In raptures, or in woe. 


“May they in Jesus, whom they preach, 
Their own Redeemer see; 
And watch thou dayly o’er their souls, 
P That they may watch for thee.” 


After the hymn was sung, the Collect for the occa- 
sion was read by Bishop Morris, the Epistle by Bishop 
Simpson, and the Gospel by Bishop Baker. 

Rev. Randolph 8. Foster, D.D., and Rev. George 
Webber, D.D., presented Rev. Davis W. Clark, D.D. 

Rev. Jesse T. Peck, D.D., and Rev. Leonard B. Gur- 
ley presented Rev. Edward Thomson, D.D. 
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Rey. Samuel Y. Monroe and Rev. Moses Hill pre- 
sented Rey. Calvin Kingsley, D.D. 

The Charge was read, and the Examination was con- 
ducted by Bishop Morris. 

The Vent Creator Spiritus and Prayer were con- 
ducted by Bishop Scott. 

The Imposition of Hands and Presentation of the 
Bible were conducted by Bishop Janes, assisted by the 
other bishops. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was then ad- 
ministered to the bishops and members of the Con- 
ference, Bishop Janes conducting the services. 

Bishop Ames offered the concluding Prayer and 
pronounced the Benediction. 

And thus, Rev. Davis Waseatr Ciark, D.D., Rey. 
Epwarp Tuomson, D.D., and Rev. Carvin Kinestry, 
D.D., were severally ordained and set apart to the office 
and work of Bishops or Superintendents of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 

At the close of these services, on motion, Conference 
adjourned. 

The Doxology was sung, after which the Benedic- 
tion was pronounced by Bishop Morris. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 25. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Simpson in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
George W. Breckenridge, of the North Ohio Confer- ° 
ence. 

The Journal of yesterday morning and afternoon was 
read and approved. 

James Hill asked and obtained leave to vote on 
questions taken by ayes and noes yesterday; and on 
the amendment offered by Freeborn G. Hibbard he 
voted Aye, and on the adoption of the item No. 

Caleb D. Pillsbury voted No on the foregoing amend- 
ment, and Aye on the main question. 

Albert Church, Daniel Cobb, and William F. Wilson 
voted Aye on both the amendment and the main. ques- 
tion, and the secretary was instructed to correct the 
vote accordingly. 
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John B. Foote moved to suspend the order of busi- 
ness, to reconsider the vote adopting Report No. V of 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Daniel Curry moved, as a substitute, that the order 
of business be indefinitely postponed; and that the 
bishops be requested and authorized to bring forward 
such matters as now lie on the table, in such order as 
to them may seem best; and that the time allowed to 
speakers be changed from fifteen minutes to five min- 
utes. A division of the question was called for and 
the vote taken on each separately, and both were 
adopted. 

The following invitations were received: 


MINT OF THE UNITED Srarss, May 24, 1864. 
TO THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
MeruHopist EKpiscopaL CHURCH: 


The director of the Mint takes pleasure in extending an invitation 
to the members of the Conference, to witness the operations of coin- 
age, on any day that may be convenient, either as a body or individ- 
ually. The most suitable time of day is between nine and twelve 
o’clock. Yours most truly, JamES Powtock, Director. 


PENN. TRAINING SCHOOL FOR FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN, 
’ Mepra, Det. Co., May 19, 1864. 
To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE M. KH. Cuurcu: 


REVEREND AND Dear Sirs:—-At a meeting of the Household 
Committee of this Institution, it was resolved that the Superintend- 
ent be instructed to invite the Conference to visit the school. 

It will afford especial pleasure to those connected with the insti- 
tution to receive and interest any of the members during their so- 
journ in the city. 


Exhibitions of pupils on Thursday afternoons. Cars leave 
Thirty-first and Market streets at half past two o'clock P. M.  Re- 
turning at forty minutes past five o’clock P. M. 

Respectfully, Isaac N. Kerwin, Supt. 

On motion of Jesse T. Peck, the Conference tend- 
ered thanks for the courtesy, and accepted the invi- 
tations. ’ 

George Peck presented the appeal of Welcome 
Smith, and it was referred to the Committee to Try 
~ Appeals. ) 

Randolph S. Foster presented the credentials of 
Archibald C. Foss, a reserve delegate from New York 
Conference, and he was admitted to a seat in this body 
and assigned to the several committees instead of 
Davis W. Clark, whose place is vacated by his ordina- 
tion to the office of a bishop. 
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On motion of John M. Reed, the vote adopting 
the Reply to the Address of the British Confer- 
ence was reconsidered, and the Reply was recom- 
mitted. 

The bishops took from the table the report of the 
Committee on Boundaries, and it was considered item 
by item. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, the bishops were re- 
quested to make such suggestions as they may desire 
pending the consideration of this report. 

On motion of Richard Haney, so much of the report 
as proposes to organize the State of Arkansas into a 
Conference was struck out. 

The boundaries of the following Conferences were 
then adopted, namely: Baltimore, Black River, Cali- 
fornia, Central Tllinois, Central Ohio, Cincinnati, Col- 
orado, Detroit, East Baltimore, East Genesee, East 
Maine, and Erie. 

On motion of Barzillai N. Spahr, so much of the 
report of the committee as relates to the organization 
of the Idaho Conference was struck out. 

The report concerning the Genesee Conference, the 
Mission Conference of Germany and Switzerland, the 
Illinois, Indiana, India Mission, Iowa, Kansas, Ken- 
tucky, Liberia, Maine, Michigan, and Minnesota Con- 
ferences, was adopted. 

The report in relation to the Missouri Conference was 
amended so as to call it the Missouri and Arkansas 
Conference, and to include the states of Missouri and 
Arkansas. 

The report relating to Ai she aska, Nevada, Newark, 
New England, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, i York East, North Indiana, North Ohio, 
Northwest Indiana, Northwest Wisconsin, Ohio, Onei- 
da Conferences, was adopted. 

Pending the consideration of so much of the re- 
port as relates to Oregon, Richard Haney moved 
as a substitute to insert the boundaries of Oregon 
Conference as they are described now in the Disci- 
pline. 

Thomas H. Pearne moved to amend the substitute 
by including the Idaho Territory ; but, on motion of 
William M’K. Hester, the amendment was laid on the 
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table, and the substitute was then withdrawn, after 
which the report concerning the Oregon Conference 
was adopted. . hob . 

The report relating to the boundaries of the Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, Providence, Rock River, South- 
eastern Indiana, and Southern Illinois Conferences, 
was adopted. 

The item relating to the boundaries of Troy: Con- 
ference was read, and John H. Twombly moved to 
amend by striking out the word “ Burlington,” and 
transposing the words “and” and “ Plattsburgh.” 

Pending the; discussion Robert E. Guthrie moved 
the previous question, but the motion was not 
sustained. 

At a subsequent stage of the discussion Lucius H. 
King moved the previous question, and the motion 
was sustained, and the amendment prevailed by a 
vote of 99 to 81, and the item as amended was 
adopted. 

The report relating to the Upper Iowa Conference 
was read, and, on motion of David N. Smith, the fol- 
lowing substitute was adopted : 

The Upper Iowa Conference shall be bounded as follows, namely : 
“ Beginning at the Northeast corner of the state; thence down the 
Mississippi River to Davenport; thence westward by the line of 
the Iowa Conference to the Southeast corner of Story County ; 
thence due North to the state line; thence East along the state 
line to the place of beginning.” 

The report of the committee relating to the Ver- 
mont Conference was adopted. 

The report of the committee relating to the Western 
Towa Conference was read, when David N. Smith of- 
fered the following substitute; and, after a motion by 
Edmund H. Waring to strike out “Des Moines” had 
failed, the substitute was adopted : 

The Des Moines Conference shall include all that part of the 
state of Iowa not included in the Iowa and the Upper Iowa Con- 
ferences. 

So much of the report as relates to the Western Vir- 
ginia, West Wisconsin, and Wisconsin Conferences 
was adopted. 

So much of the report as relates to the Wyoming 
Conference being under consideration, Freeborn G. 
Hibbard moved to amend by inserting after the word 
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“Susquehanna” the words “except that part now 
included in the Troy District of the Genesee Confer- 
ence:” but the motion did not prevail, and the item 
was adopted. 

On motion, the first, second, and third resolutions 
of the report were severally adopted. 

On motion of Isaac Owen, the report was amended 
by adding a resolution authorizing the California and 
Nevada Conferences to hold their next session togeth- 
er; after which the report of the committee as 
amended, and as a whole, with accompanying resolu- 
tions, was adopted, as follows: 


PART III.—TEMPORAL ECONOMY. 
Cuap. I. Or THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE, 


1. Baltimore Conference shall be composed of the Baltimore, 
Washington, Potomac, Winchester, Rockingham, Roanoke, and 
Lewisburgh Districts, as they existed at the adjournment of 1857, 
the line through the city of Baltimore being the following, namely: 
Leaving the line of the Patapsco River and Jones’ Falls at Monu- 
ment-street, and along that street to Eutaw-street, down Eutaw- 
street to Ross-street; thence along Ross-street to Dolphin-street ; 
thence along Dolphin-street to Grundy-street; out Grundy-street 
to the City line, and along the line of the City Corporation to Jones’ 
Falls; Emory and Whatcoat Stations being exceptions, and belonging 
to East Baltimore Conference. 


BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


2. Black River Conference shall include, together with Rose Cir- 
cuit, that part of the State of New York west of Troy Conference 
not embraced in the East Genesee Conference, as far south as the 
Erie Canal, and all the societies on the imraediate banks of the 
canal, except Utica, Canastota, Montezuma, and Port Byron. 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


3. California Conference shall embrace all of the State of California 
lying west of the western summit of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, 
and also the Sandwich Islands. 


CENTRAL GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


4. Central German Conference shall comprise the German work 
at present connected with the Cincinnati, North Ohio, and Southeast- 
ern Indiana Conferences. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE, 


5. Central Illinois Conference shall embrace all that part of the 
State of Illinois north of the Illinois Conference and south of the 
following line, namely: Beginning on the Mississippi River at Mere- 
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dosia, down said Meredosia to its mouth; thence easterly to Center 
School-house, so as to embrace Center Society, in Central Illinois 
Conference ; thence to the mouth of Mud Creek, on Green River; 
up said river to the mouth of Coal Creek; thence up said creek to 
the Rock Island and Chicago Railroad; thence with said railroad to 
Lasalle; thence with Ilinois River to the mouth of Kankakee River; 
thence with said river to the Indiana State line, so as to embrace 
the city of Peru, Lasalle Station, and Utica. 


CENTRAL OHIO CONFERENCE. 


6. Central Ohio Conference shall be bounded by a line commenc- 
ing at the northwest corner of the State of Ohio; thence east by 
the north line of the State to a point north of the mouth of Sandusky 
River; thence south to the mouth of Sandusky River, excluding 
Port Clinton Circuit; thence up said river to Upper Sandusky, ex- 
cluding Tiffin City, and including Fremont and Upper Sandusky; 
thence along the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne, and Chicago Railroad to 
Crestline, including Bucyrus Station and Crestline; thence along 
the Cleveland, Columbus, and. Cincinnati Railroad, by the curve, to 
Delaware, leaving Cardington and Galion in Central Ohio Confer- 
ence, and so much of the town of Delaware as lies on the east side 
of the Olentangy River, in North Ohio Conference; thence along the 
said railroad to the north line of the Ohio Conference; thence west 
along the north line of the Ohio and Cincinnati Conferences to the 
west line of the State, thence north along the west line of the State 
to the place of beginning. 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


7. Cincinnati Conference shall commence at the mouth of Ohio 
Brush Creek, and shall be bounded on the south by the Ohio River, 
and on the west by the Indiana State line to the southern bounds 
of the Central Ohio Conference, at the southwest corner of Dark 
County; thence easterly along said line, so as to exclude the Sidney 
and Delaware Districts of the Central Ohio Conference, to the bound- 
ary of the Ohio Conference at its junction with the southern line 
of the Central Ohio Conference; thence in a southeasterly direction 
with said western line of the Ohio Corference to the place of be- 


ginning. 
COLORADO CONFERENCE. 
8. Colorado Conference shall include the Territory or State of 
Colorado. 
DELAWARE CONFERENCE. 


9. Delaware Conference of Colored Members shall embrace the 
territory north and west of the Washington Conference. 


DES MOINES CONFERENCE. 


10. Des Moines Conference shall include all that part of the State 
of Iowa not included in the Iowa and the Upper Iowa Conferences. 


€ DETROIT CONFERENCE. 


11. Detroit Conference shall include all that part of the State of 
Michigan lying east of the principal meridian line, and also the upper 
peninsula. : 
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* EAST BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


12. East Baltimore Conference shall embrace the territory be- 
longing to the Baltimore Conference previous to its division in 1857 
not ineluded in the present bounds of the Baltimore Conference, 
excepting Asbury and Orchard-street Station, and Baltimore City 
Missiou and Finchburgh Church, which shall belong to the Baltimore 
Conference, and including Laporte Circuit. 7 


EAST GENESEE CONFERENCE. 


13. East Genesee Conference shall contain all that part of the 
State of New York west of the Black River, Oneida, and Wyoming 
Conferences, and east of Genesee River, including the whole of the 
city of Rochester, together with so much of the State of Pennsyl- 
¥ania as is included in the Troy District. j 


EAST MAINE CONFERENCE. 


14. East Maine Conference shall embrace that part of the State of 
Maine not included in the Maine Conference. : 


ERIE CONFERENCE. 


15. Erie Conference shall be bounded on the north by Lake Erie; 
on the east by a line commencing at the mouth of Cattaraugus’ 
Creek; thence up said creek to the village of Gowanda, leaving said 
village in the Genesee Conference; thence to the Alleghany River 
at the mouth of Tunungwant Creek; thence up said creek southward 
to the ridge dividing between the waters of Clarion and Sinnema- 
honing Creeks; thence southward to the head of Mahoning Creek ; 
thence down said creek, exclusive of the Milton Society, but includ- 
ing Finley Society in the Punxsutawny Circuit, and Putneyville in 
the Bethlehem Circuit, to the Alleghany River; thence across said 
river in a northwesterly direction to the Western Reserve Line, in- 
cluding the north part of Butler County and Neweastle, and also 
including Petersburgh; thence west to the Ohio Canal; thence along 
said canal to Lake Erie, including Akron and all of Cleveland lying 
east of the Cuyahoga River. 


GENESEE CONFERENCE. 


16. Genesee Conference shall include all that part of the State of 
New York west of the East Genesee Conference, except so much 
as is embraced in the Erie Conference, and also so much of the State 
of Pennsylvania as is embraced in the Olean District. 


MISSION CONFERENCE OF GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 


17. There shall be an Annual Conference in Germany, to be de- 
nominated the Mission Conference of Germany and Switzerland, 
embracing also the missions in France and Switzerland where the 
German language is spoken, which Conference shall possess all the 
rights, powers, and privileges of other Annual Conferences, except- 
ing that of sending delegates to the General Conference, and of 
drawing its annual dividend from the avails of the Book Concern 
and the Chartered Fund, and of voting on constitutional changes 
proposed in the Discipline. 
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ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


18. Illinois Conference shall include that part of Illinois not in- 
cluded in the Southern Illinois Conference’ south of the following 
line, namely: Beginning at Warsaw on the Mississippi River; thence 
‘ to Vermont; thence to the mouth of Spoon River; thence up the 

Illinois River to the northwest corner of Mason County; thence to 
the junction of the Central and the Alton and Chicago Railroads, 
leaving Mackinaw Circuit in the Central Illinois Conference; thence 
to the southwest corner of Iroquois County ; thence east to the In- 
_ diana State line, leaving the Western charge in Bloomington in the 
Central Illinois Conference. 


INDIA MISSION CONFERENCE. 


19. There shall be an Annual Conference in the northwest prov- 
inces of India, to be denominated the India Mission Annual Con- 
ference, embracing the ancient kingdom of Oude, and the country 
of Rohilcund on the west of Oude, and lying between the river 
Ganges on the south and the Himalaya Mountains on the north, 
which Conference shall, with the concurrence of the presiding bishop, 
possess all the rights, powers, and privileges of other Annual 
Conferences, excepting that of sending delegates to General Con- 
ference, and of drawing its annual dividend from the avails of the 
Book Concern and Chartered Fund, and of voting on constitutional 
‘changes proposed in the Discipline. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


20. Indiana Conference shall be bounded as follows, . namely : 
Beginning at the mouth of Silver Creek, on the Ohio River; thence 
‘with the said creek to the Jeffersonville Railroad; thence by said rail- 
road to Rockford; thence by the east fork of White River to Colum- 
bus; thence by the Madison and Indianapolis Railroad to Franklin ; 
thence by the Plank Road to the bluffs of White River; thence 
north by said river to the Donation Line of Indianapolis; thence 
“east by said line to Meridian-street; thence north by said street to 
its intersection with Market-street; thence west by Market-street 
to the Donation Line; thence south by said Donation Line to the 
National Road; thence by the National Road west to the Green- 
castle State Road, one and a half miles west of Stilesville; thence 
with the said State Road to the town plat of Greencastle; thence 
due south to Seminary-street, including Simpson Chapel, in Green- 
castle, together with lot No. 153; thence due south to the southern 
‘border of the College grounds, upon a line equally dividing the 
College Campus and building; thence due west to the Walnut fork 
of Hel River; thence down said river to its intersection with the 
National Road; thence with said road to the western line of the 
State, including all the towns on the National Road west of Indian- 
apolis, in the Indiana Conference, except Terre Haute; thence by 
the State line to the mouth of the Wabash River; thence by the 
State line to the mouth of Silver Creek, the place of beginning. 


: 


IOWA CONFERENCE. 


21. Iowa Conference shall be bounded as follows, namely: Com- 
mencing at Davenport, on the Mississippi River; thence down said 
river to the south line of the State of Iowa; thence west along said 
State line to the southwest corner of Appanoose County; thence 
north’ to the south side of Marshall County, leaving the town of 
Knoxville in the Iowa Conference; thence along the south line of 
Marshall County due east to the Iowa River; thence down said river 
to Iowa City; thence along the railroad to Davenport, leaving Daven- 
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port and Iowa City in the Upper Iowa Conference, and all inter- 
mediate places in the Iowa Conference. _ 


KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


22. Kansas Conference shall embrace the State of Kansas. 


KENTUCKY CONFERENCE. 


23. Kentucky Conference shall include the State of Kentucky, 
excepting so much of said State as is embraced in the West Vir- 
ginia Conference. 


LIBERIA CONFERENCE. 


24, There shall be an Annual Conference on the Western Coast 
of Africa, to be denominated the Liberia Mission Annual Conference, 
possessing all the rights, powers, and privileges of other Annual 
Conferences, except that of sending delegates to the General Confer- 
ence, and of drawing its annual dividend from the avails of the Book 
Concern and of the Chartered Fund, and of voting on constitutional 
changes proposed in the Discipline. 


MAINE CONFERENCE. 


25. Maine Conference shall include that part of the State of Maine 
lying west of the Kennebeck River, from its mouth to the Great 
Bend below Skowhegan, and of a line running from thence north to 
the State line, (including Skowhegan and Augusta Stations in Maine 
Conference,) and that part of New Hampshire lying east of the 
White Hills and north of the waters of the Ossipee Lake and the 
town of Gorham. 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


26. Michigan Conference shall include all that part of the State of 
Michigan lying in the lower Peninsula west of the principal merid- 
ian line. 

MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


an. Minnesota Conference shall embrace the State of Minnesota. 


MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS CONFERENCE, 


28. Missouri and Arkansas Conference shall embrace the States 
of Missouri and Arkansas. 


NEBRASKA CONFERENCE. 


29. Nebraska Conference shall embrace the Territory or State of 
Nebraska. 


NEVADA CONFERENCE. 


30. Nevada Conference shall be bounded west by the west sum- 
mit of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, embracing all of Nevada and 
Utah Territories, and that part of New Mexico west of the Rocky 
Mountains. 


“NEWARK CONFERENCE, 


31. Newark Conference shall include all that part of the State of 
New Jersey not included in the New Jersey Conference; Staten 
Island, and so much of the States of New York and Pennsylvania as 
is now included in the Paterson and Newton Districts, excepting 
Sloatsburgh Church and Narrowsburgh Station. © : 
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, ; ‘ MM is 
NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. ee 
32. New England Conference shall include all the State of Mas- Her 
sachusetts lying east of the Green Mountains not embraced in the yyw Tecrhap 
New Hampshire and Providence Conferences. : 
NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE. New Hamp- 
SHIRE. 
33. New Hampshire Conference shall include all the State of New 
«* Hampshire not embraced in the Maine Conference, and that part of 
the State of Massachusetts northeast of the Merrimac River. 
NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE. New JERSEY. 


34, New Jersey Conference shall include that part of the State of 
New Jersey lying south of the following line, namely: Beginning 
with Raritan Bay, and running up said bay and river to New Bruns- S 
wick; thence along the turnpike road in a direct line to Lambert- 
ville, on the Delaware, including the City of New Brunswick and 
Lambertville Station. , 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. New Yorg. 


35. New York Conference shall consist of the territory now in- 
cluded in the New York, Poughkeepsie, Newburgh, Prattsville, 
Ellenville, and Rhinebeck Districts. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. in York 
AST. 


36. New York East Conference shall consist of the New York 
East, the Bridgeport, New Haven, and Long Island Districts, in- 
cluding in the City of New York all those charges lying east of a line 
running through the Third Avenue, Bowery, Chatham-street, and 
Broadway. 

NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE. Soa INDI- 

34. North Indiana Conference shall include all of Northeastern 
Indiana bounded north by Michigan, east by Ohio, including Union 
City; south by the National Road, and west by the Michigan Road 
as far north as South Bend; thence down St. Joseph River-to the 
Michigan State line; also the Town of Logansport, all towns on the 
National Road east of Indianapolis, and so much of the City of In- 
dianapolis within the Donation as lies north of Market-street and 
east of Meridian-street. 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. Norra Outo. 


_.- 88, North Ohio Conference shall be bounded on the north by the 
north line of the State of Ohio, east by the Erie and Pittsburgh Con- 
ferences, on the south by the Ohio Conference, and on the west by y 
the Central Ohio Conference. 
NORTHWESTERN GERMAN CONFERENCE. NortTHoweEst- 
ERN G@HEMAN. 
39. The Northwestern German Conference shall comprise the 
German work at present connected with the Rock River and Min- 
nesota Conferences, and the Galena District of the Upper Iowa Con-" 
ference. 


NORTHWEST INDIANA CONFERENCE, re Te Lda Eat IN- 


_ 40. Northwest Indiana Conference shall embrace all of Northwest 
Indiana bounded north by the State and Lake of Michigan, east by 
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the Michigan Road and St. Joseph River, south by Indiana Confer- 
ence, and west by the State of Illinois; also the City of Terre Haute, 
with so much of the City of Indianapolis within the Donation as lies 
north of Market-street and west of Meridian-street, with all towns 
on the Michigan Road, except Logansport. i 


NORTHWEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE, 


41. Northwest Wisconsin Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Wisconsin lying north and west of a line beginning on thes 
Mississippi River, on the north line of Township Fourteen (14) north, 
thence east on said line to the east line of Range One (1) east, in- 
cluding the Glendale Charge, thence north on said range line to the 
State line. 


OHIO CONFERENCE. 


42. Ohio Conference shall commence at the southeast corner of 
the North Ohio Conference, and thence south, following the course 
of the Muskingum River, including the City of Zanesville and the 
Town of Marietta; thence down the Ohio River to the mouth of Ohio 
Brush Creek; thence north to the southeast corner of Fayette 
County, leaving Sinking Spring Circuit west of said line, and 
Bethesda and Rapid Forge societies, with Staunton and .Bloom- 
ingsburgh Circuits east of said line, except Fairfield, which shall 
be left west of said line; thence northwest to the western bound- 
ary of said County of Fayette; thence in a due north direction 
to the southern boundary of Central Ohio Conference, leaving 
Vienna Circuit west of said line; thence east with the southern 
line of Central Ohio Conference in part, and of the North Ohio Con- 
ference to the place of beginning, leaving so much of the Marysville 
Circuit, including Marysville, as lies north of the Springfield, Mount 
Vernon, and Pittsburgh Railroad, in the Central Ohio Conference, 
and retaining Milford in the Ohio Conference; and thence along the 
south line of the Central Ohio Conference, including St. Paul’s 
Charge, in Delaware, and Stratford Circuit in the Ohio Conference, 
leaving, however, the Ohio Wesleyan University within the bounds: 
of the Central Ohio Conference. 


ONEIDA CONFERENCE. 


43. Oneida Conference shall include that part of the State of New 
York south of the Black River Conference, and east of Cayuga Lake, 
and north of a line running east from Newfield to Ithaca; thence 
following the Cattskill turnpike to Greene; thence following the 
same line of road through Masonville to the New York Conference, 
including all the charges on said line, excepting Lisle and Whitney's 
Point charge; and thence on the southwest line of the Troy Confer- 
ence to the Erie Canal. , 


OREGON CONFERENCE. 


44. Oregon Conference shall embrace the State of Oregon and 
Washington Territory. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


45. Philadelphia Conference shall include the eastern shore ot 
Maryland and Virginia, the State of Delaware, and all that part of 
Pennsylvania lying between the Susquehanna and Delaware Rivers, 
except so much as is in Hast Baltimore, Wyoming, and Newark 
Conferences, including Naglesville, in Philadelphia Conference, 
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PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE, , 


46. Pittsburgh Conference shall be bounded on the north by the 
Erie Conference, on the east by a line running along the top of the 
Alleghany Mountains to the southern line of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, exclusive of the New Washington Circuit; thence west along 
the line of the West Virginia Conference to the Ohio River; thence 
down said river to the mouth of the Muskingum River; thence up 
said river, exclusive of the towns Marietta and Zanesville, to the 
Tuscarawas River; thence up said river, including the town of 
Massillon, to the line of the Erie Conference. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


47. Providence Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Connecticut lying east of Connecticut River, all the State of Rhode 
Island, with Millville and Blackstone in Massachusetts, and also that 
part of the State of Massachusetts lying southeast of a line drawn 
from the northeast corner of the State of Rhode Island to the mouth 
of the Neponset River, which line shall so run as to leave Walpole 
Station, Foxborough, and Quincy Point within the bounds of the 
New. England Conference. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


48. Rock River Conference shall embrace all the north part of the 
State of Illinois north of the Central Illinois Conference. 


SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


49. Southeastern Indiana Conference shall include all of South- 
eastern Indiana bounded north by the National Road, east by Ohio, 
south by the Ohio River, and west by the Indiana Conference, with 
so much of the City of Indianapolis within the Donation as lies south 
of Market-street and east of Meridian-street, and all the towns and 
‘societies on the line between Indiana and Southeastern Indiana 
Conference. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


50. Southern Illinois Conference shall include all that part of the 
State of Illinois south of the following line, namely: Beginning at 
the mouth of the Illinois River; thence up said river to the north- 
west corner of Jersey County, including Kane and Woodbury; 
thence to Honey Point; thence to Hillsborough, leaving Hillsborough 
Station in the Illincis Conference; thence east through Fayette and 
Effingham Counties to the northeast corner of Jasper County; thence 
with the north line of Jasper and Crawford Counties to the Wabash 


River. 
SOUTHWESTERN GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


51. Southwestern German Conference shall comprise the German 
work at present connected with the Illinois, Southern Illinois, and 
Kansas Conferences, and the Burlington German District of the 
Upper Iowa Conference. 


TROY CONFERENCE. . 


52. Troy Conference shall include the Troy, Albany, (including 
Richmondville and Fort Plain Stations,) Saratoga, Poultney, and 
Plattsburgh Districts. 
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» UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE, 


53. Upper Iowa Conference shall be bounded as follows, to wit: 
Beginning at the northeast corner of the State; thence down the 
Mississippi River to Davenport; thence westward by the line of the 


' Iowa Conference to the southeast corner of Story County; thence 


due north to the State line; thence east along the State line to the 
place of beginning. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE. 


54. Vermont Conference shall include the State of Vermont, ex- 
clusive of that part embraced in the Troy Conference. 


WASHINGTON CONFERENCE, 


55, Washington Conference of Colored Members shall embrace 
Western Maryland, the District of Columbia, Virginia, and the terri- 
tory south. 


WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


56. West Virginia Conference shall be bounded as follows: Be- 
ginning at the southwest corner of the Pennsylvania line; thence 
along said line to the northeast corner of Ohio County, Virginia, so 
as to include Wheeling Creek Mission and Triadelphia Circuits; 
thence the most direct way to Short Creek, so as to include the 
Short: Creek and Liberty Circuit; thence down said creek to the 
Ohio River; thence down said river to the mouth of Little Sandy 
River; thence up said river so as to include all that part of Kentucky 
lying east of said river in the Guyandotte District. On the south 
and east it shall be bounded by the Baltimore Conference to the 
Pennsylvania State line; thence westward by said line to the place 
of beginning. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


57. West Wisconsin Conference shall include all the southwestern 
portion of the State of Wisconsin not included in the Wisconsin and 
Northwest Wisconsin Conferences. 


WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


58. Wisconsin Conference shall be bounded on the north by the 
upper peninsula of Michigan, on the east by Lake Michigan, on the 
south by Illinois State line, and on the west by a line beginning at 
the southeast corner of Greene County, and running north on the 
Range line, between Ranges Nine (9) and Ten (10) east, to the 
north line of Town Twenty (20,) thence west on said line to the east 
line of Range One (1,) east; thence north on said line to the State line. 


WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


59. Wyoming Conference, shall include the southern part of the 
State of New York not included in the Oneida, East Genesee, and 
New York Conferences, together with that part of Pennsylvania 
bounded on the west by the East Genesee, including all the territory 
east of the Susquehanna, south by the East Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
and Newark Conferences, including Narrowsburg, and east by the 
Newark and New York Conferences. 


1. Resolved, That the Philadelphia Conference have authority to di- 
vide into two or three Conferences within the coming four years if 
they deem’ it necessary, subject to. the approval of the bishop pre- 
Siding at the time. if 
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2. Resolved, That the Black River Conference have authority to di- 


vide into two Conferences within the’ coming four years if they 
deem it necessary, subject to the approval of the bishop presiding 
at the time, 


3. Fesolved, That the bishops be authorized, when in their judgment 
they deem it expedient, within the next four years to organize a 
Conterence or Conferences in the Southern States and in the 
Territories, 


4, Resolved, That the California and Nevada Conferences shall meet 
at the next session as one body, at the close of which the appoint- 
ments shall be announced for them as separate Conferences. 


On motion of Jesse T. Peck, the Secretary was in- 
structed to insert in the report of the Committee on 
Boundaries the names of the German Conferences in 
their proper alphabetical position. 

Daniel Curry, Chairman of the Committee on the 
Bible Cause, resubmitted the report on that subject 
with certain emendations, and the report, including 
the following resolutions, was adopted : 


Resolved, By the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, that the relations of our Church with the American Bible 
Society have been most salutary in their operations and results, and 
we gladly recognize that Society as an efficient agency for the diffu- 
sion of the Holy Scriptures throughout the world. 

Resolved, That we congratulate our people in view of their 
steady and persistent liberality toward that Society, and we com- 
mend it to their continued confidence and beneficence. 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix R.] 

Charles Elliott presented a memorial from Peter 
Cartwright, and it was referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Country. 

James Porter, Chairman of the Committee on Tem- 
poral Economy, presented Report No. IV, relating to 
the Chartered Fund, and it was laid on the table to 
be printed. 

Miner Raymond, Chairman of the Committee on 
Revisals, presented Report No. VI, relating, 1. To an 
Order of Business for Quarterly Conferences ; 2. To 
Secretary of a Quarterly Conference ; 3. To Record- 
ing Steward; 4. To Examination of Church Records ; 
5. To Early Morning Preaching ; 6. To Limitation of 
Term of Service by Missionaries to Foreign Popula- 
tions; 7. To Privileges of Colored Preachers in Quar- 
terly Conferences; 8. To Duties of Presiding Elders 


in Certain Cases; 9. To the Relations of Agent and 
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May 25. Assistant Agent to the Management of the Book Con- 
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cern; 10. To the Relation of Editors to Conferences; 
11. To the Relation of a Local Preacher to his Charge 
when he is a Pastor; 12. To the Consecration of a 
Bishop; and, 18. To the Amenability of Local 
Preachers in Certain Cases. The report lies on the 
table under the rule. 

Edwin E. Griswold, Chairman of the Committee on 
Church Extension, presented a report on that subject, 
and it was laid on the table to be printed. 

Thomas M. Eddy, Chairman of the Committee on 
Temperance, presented a report on that subject, and 
it was laid on the table to be printed. 

James M’K. Reiley, Chairman of the Committee on 
the State of the Work among the People of Color, 
presented Report No. II, and it was laid on the table 
to be printed. 

Moses Hill presented the report of the General Mis- 
sionary Committee for the last Quadrennial Term, and 
it was laid on the table to be printed. [For Report, 
see Appendix J, VI.] 

Report No. V, of the Committee on Missions was 
taken up and the fourth item was read, when John 
P. Durbin moved as a substitute, to revive the 
action of the General Conference of 1856, as follows, 
namely : 


4, Resolved, That we recommend the appointment of a Missionary 
Bishop, who shall reside in Liberia, on the Western Coast of Africa, 
or its vicinity, and have episcopal jurisdiction in Africa only. The 
said bishop and Churches in Africa shall still be under the super- 
vision of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States. 

5. Resolved, That we recommend and authorize the Liberia An- 
nual Conference, under the direction of the bishop having charge of 
said Conference at present, assisted by the Corresponding’ Secretary 
of the Missionary Society, to elect by a two thirds vote of all the 
members of the said Conference an elder in good standing in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and present him for episcopal or- 
dination to the bishops, or any of them, who are hereby au- 
thorized to ordain such person so elected, certifying in the parch- 
ment of ordination that his episcopal jurisdiction is expressly 
limited to Africa. ‘ 


The substitute was adopted. 

The report as amended and as a whole was adopted. 
[For Report as adopted, see Appendix J, V.] 

On motion of Morris D’C. Crawford, the vote by 


whick> this Conference adopted a substitute for so 
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much of Report No. II of the Committee on Missions 
as relates to the Alteration of the Fourth Article of 
the Constitution of the Missionary Society was recon- 
sidered, after which the substitute was laid.on the 
table, and the amendment proposed by the Committee 
on Missions was adopted, as follows: 

Resolwed, That the last sentence of the Fourth Article of the 
Constitution of the Missionary Society be amended, so that it shall 
read as follows: 

“There shall also be two Assistant Corresponding Secretaries, 
who shall be elected by the General Conference, the first of whom 
shall reside in the city of New York, and the second of whom shall 
reside in the West at such place as the Board of Managers shall 
direct, and they shall labor to promote the interests of the mission- 


ae cause under the direction of the Board of Managers at New 
ork. 


On motion of James Pike, the report was further 
amended by adding the following resolution, namely : 

ResoWwed, That each Annual Conference be and is hereby required 
to furnish annually to the corresponding secretary of the Missionary 
Society at New York a report of its doings on the subject of mis- 
sions; which report shall specify the name of each district, circuit, 
or station within its bounds sustained in whole or in part by said 
Conference as a mission, together with the amount of missionary 
money appropriated to each respectively for that conference year. 


The Report as amended and as a whole was 
adopted. [For Report as adopted, see Appendix 
J, IL] 

The Report of the Committee on Missions, No. IV, 
was taken up; and, on motion of John P. Durbin, the 
third item, being the following resolution, was indefin- 
itely postponed : 


Resolved, That the Board of Bishops be and hereby are appointed 
a commission to secure if possible, by friendly and brotherly counsel, 
a thorough and practical union of the two aforesaid bodies into one 
effective and harmonious organization. 


The fourth item of the Report was adopted, as 
follows : 


Resolved, That we recommend the observance of the first evening 
of each month on which the regular evening prayer-meeting is held 
as a concert of prayer for missions, and that we recommend all our 
churches to observe the “annual week of prayer for the conversion 
of the world.” 


And, on motion, the report as amended and as a whole 
was adopted. [For Report as adopted, see Appendix 
J, IV.] 
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On motion of George Peck, leave of absence was 
granted to Reuben Nelson for the remainder of the 
session. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. 

After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by Orange V. Lemon. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 25. 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop 
Baker in the chair. 5 

The special thanksgiving services appointed for 
the opening of this afternoon’s session were con- 
ducted by William H. Ferris, of the New York Con- 
ference, and Aaron Wood, of the Northwest Indiana 
Conference. 421 

The Journal of this morning was read and approved. 

Report No. I of the Committee on Temporal Econ- 
omy, laid on the table May 12, was taken up, and the 
following changes of Discipline, recommended by the 
committee, were ordered by the Conference: | 


That the following words be added to Part I, chap. i, § 1, page 232, 
paragraph 4: “In no case, however, shall the Church or Conference 
be holden accountable for any deficiency, as in the case of debt.” 
Also that Part II, § 3, pages 96 and 97, be so changed that it shall 
read as follows: 

“Quest. What provision shall be made for the support of the 
bishops, and the widows and children of deceased bishops? 

“Ans. It shall be the duty of the Book Committee at New York 
to make an estimate of the amount necessary to furnish a competent 
support to each bishop residing east of the Alleghany Mountains, 
considering the number and condition of his family, andthe amount 
necessary to assist the widows and children of deceased bishops re- 
siding within the same territory; and it shall be the duty of the 
Book Committee at Cincinnati to make a similar estimate with re- 
gard to the bishops, and the widows and children of bishops, resid- 
ing west of the Alleghany Mountains; and the bishops are authorized 
to draw on the Book Concern for said amount, and also for their tray- 
eling expenses. 

“The bishop presiding at an Annual Conference, within whose 
bounds a widow or orphan of a deceased bishop may reside, shall be 
authorized to draw on the Book Concern for such amount as may be 
estimated as aforesaid.” 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix U, Tit] . 

Report No. IX from the Committee on the Book 
Concern was taken up, and the resolution relating to,a 
Depository at Pittsburgh was adopted, as follows: 
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Resolved, That we instruct the Book Agents at New York to se- 
cure without unnecessary delay, by purchase or otherwise, such a 
building in the city of Pittsburgh as may be required for publishing 
the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, and for the business of the De- 
pository in that city. 


Pending the consideration of the resolution authoriz- 
ing the Pittsburgh, Erie, and West Virginia Confer- 
ences to appoint a Publishing Committee for the 
Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, James W. Lowe moved 
to amend by striking out the word “two,” and insert- 
ing the word “three” in its stead. 

Jacob 8. M’Murray moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table; but the motion was lost, after which the 
amendment was withdrawn. - 

A motion of George’ W. Walker to recommit the 
report was. laid on the table, on motion of William H. 
Ferris, by a vote of 95 to 66. 

On motion of Samuel H. Nesbit, the resolution was 
then laid on the table. [For Report as adopted, sce 
Appendix G, IX.] 

Report No. X of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was taken up, and the first resolution was adopt- 
ed, as follows: 

_ Resolved, That in our judgment the paramount object of our 


publishing interests should be the wider diffusion of a sanctified 
literature. 


The second resolution, proposing to apply the net 
proceeds of the Book Concern to cheapening our books, 
was laid on the table. 

Edward G. Andrews moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the second resolution was laid on the table; 
and, on motion of Thomas C. Gardner, the motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

The preamble to the foregoing resolution was adopted. 

Pending the consideration of so much of the Report 
as relates to Advertising Patent Medicines, etc., Lucius 
‘H. King moved that the whole subject be indefinitely 
postponed, and the motion prevailed. [For the Report 
as adopted, see Appendix G, X.] 

Report No. XI of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was taken up, and so much as relates to the Book 
Goncern at New York, and to the Western Book 
Concern, was adopted. tease 
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Pending the consideration of so much of the Report 
as relates to the Northern Christian Advocate, the first 
resolution was amended, on the motion of Thomas 
Carlton, by striking out the words “at Auburn” and 
inserting in their stead the words “in Western 
New York,” and the resolution as amended was 
adopted. 

On motion of William H. Hunter, Andrew Magee 
was granted leave of absence on account of the death 
of a brother-in-law. ; 

John L. Smith moved that when Conference adjourn 
it shall be to meet again at. eight o’clock this evening, 
but the motion was lost by a vote of 76 to 92. 

David Sherman, Chairman of the Committee on Ex- 
penses of Delesstee submitted a Report, and it was 
laid on the table to be printed. 

The following resolution, offered by John H. 
Twombley, lies on the table under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Discipline be amended by inserting after the 
word prisons, im ans. 3, quest. 3, $1, chap. iii, page 93, the fol- 
lowing: “ And similar institutions of correction. ” 

On motion of Jacob 8. M’Murray, Conference ad- 
journed. 

After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by James M’K. Reiley. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 26. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Ames in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Samuel C. Thomas, of Wisconsin Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The. consideration of Report No. XI of the 
Committee on the Book Concern was resumed, and 
the remaining items in relation to the Northern Chris- 
tian Advocate were adopted. Also the items giving 
the Agents authority to purchase real estate in certain 
cases, “aA also the items relating to the Book Com- 
mittees, were severally read and adopted; and the 
changes of Discipline made necessary by the present 
constitution of said committees were ordered. 

The Report as amended and as a whole was 


e 
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adopted. The following are the resolutions of the May 26. 


TWENTY-FIRST 


Report: Day. 


Fesolved, That we approve the course pursued by our Agents 
at New York, and are gratified with the marked advancement our 
Concern has made; and we earnestly express our desire that nothing 


Morning. 
Book Agents at 
New York. 


should deter our Agents from making the attempt to supply fully 
the demand for our publications. 


Resolved, That we are gratified with the financial success and Western Book 
present condition of the Western Book Concern, and that we regard Concern. 
the additions and improvements at Chicago as necessary and judi- 
Ccious,and heartily approve the management and conduct of our Agents. 


Resolved, That the Publishing Committee of the Northern Christian Northern Chris- 


Advocate be directed to transfer the property in their hands to the 


tian Advocate. 


Book Agents at New York, and that said Agents are hereby in- 
structed to take possession of that paper, with its assets and liabil- 
ities, and to.continue the publication of the same in Western New 
York, in the same manner as the Northwestern Christian Advocate 
at Chicago is published by the Book Agents at Cincinnati. 


Resolved, That the Discipline, Part IV, § 5, be amended as follows: 


zr. 


Insert in paragraph 5, page 218, after the words ‘‘ Advocate 


and Journal,” the words “and an Editor for the Northern Christian 
Advocate.” 


2. 


In paragraph 6, page 219, after the words “the condition of 


the Book Concern,” insert “including the Northern Christian Advo- 
cate.”’ ? 


3. 


Strike out in paragraph 10, page 224, the words, “the North- 


ern Christian Advocate in Western New York.” 


4, 
Yor 
5. 


In paragraph 20, page 228, second line, after the words ‘‘ New 


,” insert “and the Editor of the Northern Christian Advocate.” 


In the same paragraph, ninth line from the top, strike out 


“ Western New York.” 


6. 


Strike out paragraph 12, page 225. 


Resolved, That the Agents of the Book Concern at New York and Agents author- 


at Cincinnati be and they are hereby authorized to purchase real 


ized to pur- 
chase real es- 


estate for the Depositories under their care, or to erect buildings for tate, 
them, or for the main Concerns, when in their judgment it can be 
done for the interest of the Church. 


The following plan for districts for the Book Com- 300k, Commit- 
mittees was adopted : 


PW OAD op pp 


tee districts. 


BOOK COMMITTEE AT NEW YORK. 


. New York and New York East Conferences. 
. Providence, New England, and Maine. 

. Kast Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont. 
. Philadelphia, New Jersey, and Newark. 


Baltimore and East Baltimore. 
Troy and Black River. 

Oneida and Wyoming. 
Genesee and Hast Genesee. 


. Brie, Pittsburgh, and West Virginia. 


BOOK COMMITTEE AT CINCINNATI. 


. Ohio Conference, 


Cincinnati and Kentucky. 
Central Ohio and North Ohio. 
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4, Indiana and Southeastern Indiana. 
5. North Indiana and Northwest Indiana. 
6. Detroit and Michigan. 
7. Illinois and Southern Mlinois. 
8. Rock River and Central Illinois. 
. Iowa, Upper Iowa, and Des Moines. 
10. Wisconsin, West Wisconsin, Northwest Wisconsin, and Min- 
nesota. ‘ 
1]. Missouri and Arkansas, Nebraska and Kansas. 
12. German Conferences. ~* 


We recommend that the Discipline be arnended as follows: 

In paragraph 5, page 222, strike out “eleven” and insert 
“twelve,” so that it shall read, “The Book Committee of this 
department of the Book Concern shall consist of twelve traveling 
ministers.” And in paragraph 6, page 219, strike out “seven” and 
insert ‘‘nine,” so that it shall read, “The Book Committee at New 
York shall consist of nine traveling preachers.” 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendia G, XI.] 

On motion of Adam Poe, the delegates from Confer- 
ences, constituting the several districts to be repre- 
sented in the Book Committee, were requested to pre- 
sent nominations for that office this afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to Reply to the Address 
of the British Wesleyan Conference again reported, 
and the Report was adopted, as modified by the Com- 
mittee. [For Reply, see Appendix B, II.] 

Report No. II from the Committee on Episcopacy 
was taken up, and the several items were considered 
and adopted seriatim, as follows: : 


By a resolution, the expediency of slightly changing the rule pro- 
viding for the election of president of an Annual Conference, was 
submitted; and, after due consideration, we report the following as 
a substitute for the answer to quest. 4, § 3, chap. i, Part II, page 49 
of Discipline: 

“Who shall preside in the Annual Conferences? 

“Ans. The bishop. In case no bishop be present a member of 
the Conference, appointed by the bishop, shall preside. But if no 
appointment be made, or the person appointed do not attend the 
Conference shall elect a president by ballot from among the elders 
without debate.” 


gs . 


We have been instructed to consider and report whether a com- 
mittee of trial (or select number) may hold a session after the final 
adjournment of the Annual Conference for trial of a minister, 

We find no specific law in this case. ‘The Committee of Trial,” 
or ‘‘Select Number,” is evidently only the representative of the An- 
nual Conference, and subject to its laws of action. Specific provis- 
ions are made for proceeding against an accused minister “in the 
interval of the Annual Conference,” which precludes the method of 
trial by the committee of the Annual Conference, 

It seems hardly logical to say the Annual Conference can perpet- 
uate its existence after its official adjournment, or that the Annual 
Conference can meet more than once a year. 

It is, therefore, the opinion of the committee that the question re- 
ferred to them should be answered in the negative, n 
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Having considered a resolution referred for inquiry, we recom- May 26. 
mend the alteration of Discipline, Part II, chap. iv, § 1, quest. 4, Twenry-riesr 
ans. 3, to read as follows: Day. 

“To change, receive, and suspend preachers in his district during _ Morning. 
the intervals of the Conference, and in the absence of the bishop, as Presiding Eld- 
the Discipline directs. Provided, however, that a presiding elder 
shall not change a preacher in his district from a charge to which he 
has been appointed by the bishop, and appoint him to another to 
which he could not be legally appointed by the bishop.” 


[For Report, see Appendix D, II.] 

Report No. III of the Committee on Episcopacy was Episcopacy. 
taken up, and the first, second, third, and fourth items ®¢?o Ne ML 
were read and adopted. The resolutions of the Report 
are as follows: 


Resolwed, That when superannuated and local preachers are em- 
ployed in the pastoral work the law of limitation applies to them; 
and that the. limitation upon the appointing power applies to the 
presiding elder as well as to the bishop. 


Resolved, That whether Bishop Morris shall continue to travel and 
perform Episcopal duties during the next quadrennial term, and if 
so to what extent, shall be left to his judgment and that of his Epis- 
copal colleagues. 


_ Resolved, That our satisfaction with the eminent and highly use- 
ful services of our venerated senior superintendent is recorded with 
profound gratitude to God, and with fervent prayers that we may 
long enjoy his presence and counsels, and that his path may “shine 
more and more unto the perfect day.” 


~ [For Report as adopted, see Appendix D, III.] 
The Reports from the committee as amended and as 
a whole were then adopted. 


On motion of Alpha J. Kynett, Sanford Haines was Sanford Haines 
. : : was grante 
granted leave of absence on account of sickness in his eave of ab- 


family. is 
Report No. III of the Committee on Itinerancy was Itinerancy. 

taken up, and the following changes of the Discipline *?t N° ™ 

recommended by the committee were ordered, namely : 


» 1. Change the caption of chap. vii, Part II, page 44, from “‘super- Supernumerary 
annuated or worn-out preachers” to ‘‘supernumerary and superan- Preachers. 
nuated preachers.” 


. 2. To insert as the opening paragraph of that chapter the fol- 
lowing: 

“A supernumerary preacher is one who, because of impaired 
health or some other disability, is temporarily unable to perform 
effective work. He may receive an appointment, or be left without 
one, according to the judgment of the Annual Conference of which 
he is a member; but he shall have no claim on the beneficiary funds 
of the Church except by vote of the Conference, and he shall be 
subject to all the limitations of the Discipline in respect to reappoint- 
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ment and continuance;in the same; charge that apply to effective 
preachers. In case he be left without an appointment, he shall have 
a seat in the Quarterly Conference, and all the privileges of member- 
ship in the. place where he.may reside.” 


3. Insert in Part II, chap. i, § 3, page 50, as quest. 7, “Who are 
the supernumerary preachers ?’’ 


In reference to the matter of preachers refusing to occupy parson- 
ages provided for them, we recommend that Part V, chap. i, § 2, 
ans. 4, page 233, be stricken out. _ 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix E, III.] 

On’ motion’ of John M. Reid, so much of Report 
No. V as relates to the Administration of Black River 
Conference was reconsidered ; and, on motion of John 
B. Foote, the following substitute was adopted : 


Your committee have also considered the paper referred to them 
complaining of the administration of the Black River Conference. 
We find that a private member of the Church was in 1845 tried by 
a committee and expelled; that he presented complaints to the Con- 
ference against the administration by which he was expelled, from 
year to year, until the session of 1863, at which the Conference re- 
solved that the proceedings of the original trial were irregular, it 
having appeared that one member of the committee which tried bim 
was not a member of our Church, and instructed the preacher in 
charge of the church where he was expelled to re-enter his name 
upon the Church Record. 

Having only the Journal of the Conference for the last four years 
before us, we propose for adoption the following: 

Fesolved, That there has been some manifest irregularity in the 
case, which, however, seems to have been connected with its earlier 
history; and with the light before us we do not feel prepared to con- 
demn the action complained of. 


The Second Part of Report No. V of the Commit- 
tee on Itmerancy' was! taken up, and the item relating 
to Missionaries to Destitute Portions of : our Cities, 
and also the item relating to a Superannuated Preach- 
er living out of the bounds of his Conference, were 
adopted, by which the following changes of the Disci- 
pline were ordered : 

Part Il, chap. m, § 1, ques. 3, ans. 3, on the sixteenth line of the 


answer, by inserting after the word .‘' missionaries” the words ‘to 
neglected portions of our cities.” 


Part II, chap. vii, §'1, page 114 of the Discipline by adding at 
the close of the section these words, ‘‘and may locate him without 
his consent,” so that it shall read, ‘‘ without which the Conference 
shall not be required to allow his claim, and may locate him with- 
out his consent.” 


The report as amended and as a whole was then 
adopted, [For Report as adopted, see Appendix E, V.] 
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Report No. VI of. the Committee on Itinerancy, re- 
lating to the Journals of the several Annual Confer- 
ences, was taken up and adopted; and, on motion. of 
Seth Reed, the Committee to Edit the Discipline were 
instructed to print so much of the report as gives 
direction to Secretaries of Conferences in an Appen- 
dix to the Discipline. [For Report as adopted, see 
Appendix K, V1.] 

Report No. VII of the Committee on Itinerancy 
was taken up, and the items relating, 1. To Property 
in Vermilion County, Ill.; 2. To the Case of I... N. 
M’Abee; 3. To a Manual a Methodism, were seyer- 
ally read and adopted. 

Pending the consideration of the proposition to 
change the second Restrictive Rule, on motion of 
Thomas C. Golden, the ayes and noes were ordered, 
and the vote was as follows: 


Ayes.—Adams, Allen of Maine, Allen of New En- 
gland, Andrews, Armstrong, Baird, Baker, Bangs, 
Barton, Bennett, Bigelow, Buia: Blake, Brice, 
Bristol, Brown of New York, Brown of Providence, 
Brownscombe, Bruce, Bullard, Carlton, Caruthers, 
Castle, Chambers, Church, Clark of West Virgin- 
ia, Clifford, Cobleigh, Colby, Congdon, Corrington, 
Crane, Crary, Crawford, Cummings, Curry, David- 
‘son, Dempsey, Dimmitt, Drummond, Durbin, Dustin, 

Elliott, Erwin, Ferris, Foote, Foster, Foss, Gardner, 
i George, Goode, Graves, Griffin, Griswold, Gurley, 
Guthrie, Hall, Haney, Harris, Hatfield, Hawley, Hen- 
derson, Hester, Hibbard, Hill of Erie, Hill of Indiana, 
Himebaugh, Holmes, Houghton, Hunter, Hurlburt, 
Jervis, Jewett, Keeler, King of New York, King 
of Troy, Koeneke, Kynett, Lemon, Lindsay, M’Cabe, 
M’Coy, M’Kenzie, Malcom, Manson, Mason, Miley, 
Miller of Nebraska, Monroe, Moore, Munsell, Nelson 
of Central Ohio, Nesbit, Nisbet, Noble, Norton, Olin, 
Patten, Peck of Wyoming, Perry, Penfield, Pike, Pil- 
cher, Pilsbury of New York East, Pillsbury of Wis- 
consin, Poe, Porter, Ray, Raymond, Reed of Detroit, 
Reid of East Genesee, Richards, Sherman, Sinex, Smart, 
Smith of Cincinnati, Smith of Northwest. Indiana, 
Smith of Southeastern Indiana, Smith of Western lowa, 
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Spahr, Stallard, Stewart, Street, Strout, Terrill, Thomas, 
Thurston, Trimble, Twombly, Walker, Wardwell, 
Waring, Webber, Wentworth, Whedon, White of 
Ohio, Wilbor of Genesee, Wiley, Wilson of Central 
Ohio, Wise, Wood, Woodruff, Wright, Young—144. 

Noes.— Alexander, Bannister, Barth, Benson, Boyd, 
Breckenridge, Brown of Troy, Chenoweth, Clark of 
Wyoming, Cobb, Corkhill, Cunningham, Davis, Deni- 
son, Eddy, Fiegenbaum, Fisher, Golden, Goodwin, 
Gregg, Hamlin, Harden, Harlow, Harrison, Hilliard, 
Hitchcock, Hobart, Huffman, Kuhl, Lawson, Lowe, 
Lynch, M’Murray, Merrick, Miller of North Indiana, 
Moody, N. J. B. Morgan, Mulfinger, Nast, Owen, 
Pearne, Peck of California, Pershing, Reese, Reeves, 
Reiley, Robinson, Rothweiler, Shinn, Shumate, Starks, 
Tippett, Vansant, Wakeley, Wallace, Whitecar, White- 
man, Wilbur of Oregon, Wilson of Erie—59. 

Absent.—Brooks, Haines, Magee, Nelson of Wyo- 
ming, Phelps, Reger, Roth, Smith of Western Iowa, 
White of Black River, Littleton F. Morgan—11 

Thus by a vote of 144 to 59 the following resolu- 
tions were adopted: 


Resolved, That the second restrictive rule be amended by striking 
out the last two words of the rule, namely, “two delegates,” and 
inserting in their place the following, namely, “one delegate,” so 
that it may read, ‘Provided, also, that no Conference shall be 


, denied the privilege of one delegate.” 


Resolved, That the Bishops be directed to present the above at the 
next session of each Annual Conference for their concurrence; and 
when all the Annual Conferences have acted upon it, publicly to 
announce the result, and authorize the Book Agents to amend 
the published copy of the Discipline accordingly. 


The report as amended and as a whole was then. 
adopted. 

[For Report as adopted, see Appendix E, VII.] 

Report No. III of the Committee on Revisals was 
taken up, and the item relating to the Oversight of 
Preachers in Charge was adopted. 

Pending the consideration of the item relating to the 
Annual Election of Stewards, Nicholas Vansant moved 
to amend the answer given in the Report by adding 
the words, “the preacher in charge having the right 
of nomination.” i 
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John L. Smith moved to lay the item under con- May 26. 
sideration on the table, and on this motion Lucius H. ae Rg ee 


King called for the Ayes and Noes, and the call being —-Aforning. 


sustained, the roll was called. The vote was as fol- 
lows: 


Ayes.— Allen of New England, Alexander, An- Ayes 
drews, Baird, Baker, Barth, Barton, Bennett, Benson, 
Bigelow, Boyd, Breckenridge, Bristol, Brown of New 
York, Brownscombe, Bruce, Bullard, Carlton, Caruth- 
ers, Castle, Chambers, Chenoweth, Church, Clark of 
West Virginia, Clark of Wyoming, Colby, Congdon, 
Corkhill, Corrington, Crane, Crary, Crawford, aes 
ningham, Curry, Davis, Dempsey, Denison, Dimmitt, 
Drummond, Dustin, Durbin, Elliott, jase Fiegen- 
baum, Fisher, Foss, Foster, Gardner, Golden, Goode, 
Graves, Griffin, Gurley, Guthrie, Hall, Hamlin, Haney, 
Harden, Harlow, Harris, Harrison, Hawley, Henderson, 
Hester, Hibbard, Hill of Erie, Hill of Indiana, Hilliard, 
Hitchcock, Hobart, Holmes, Houghton, Huffman, Hunt- 
er, Hurlburt, Jewett, Keeler, King of Troy, Koeneke, 
Kuhl, Lawson, Lemon, Lowe, Lynch, M’Cabe, M’Combs, 
M’Coy, M’Murray, Manson, Mason, Merrick, Miller of 
Nebraska, Miller of North Indiana, Monroe, Moody, 
Moore, N. J. B. Morgan, Mulfinger, Munsell, Nast, 
Nelson of Central Ohio, Nesbit, Nisbet, Noble, Owen, 
Pearne, Peck of California, Peck of Wyoming, Pen- 
field, Perry, Pershing, Pilcher, Pillsbury of Wisconsin, 
Poe, Porter, Reed of Detroit, Reid of East Genesee, 
Reese, Reeves, Reiley, Robinson, Rothweiler, Shinn, 
Shumate, Sinex, Smart, Smith of Cincinnati, Smith of 
Northwest Indiana, Smith of Southeastern Indiana, 
Spahr, Stallard, Stewart, Street, Terrill, Thomas, Tip- 
pett, Trimble, Vansant, Wakeley, Walker, Wallace, 
Waring, Wentworth, Whedon, White of Ohio, White- 
car, Whiteman, Wilbor of Genesee, Wilbur of Oregon, 
Wiley, Wilson of Erie, Wilson of Central Ohio, Wood, 
Woodruff, Wright, Young—156. 

Noes.—Adams, Allen of Maine, Armstrong, Bangs, Noes. 
Bannister, Bingham, Blake, Brice, Brown of Provi- 
dence, Brown of Troy, Clifford, Cobleigh, Cummings, 
Davidson, Eddy, Erwin, Foote, George, Goodwin, 
Gregg, Griswold, Hatfield, Himebaugh, Jervis, King of 
New York, Haynes, Lindsay, M’Kenzie, Malcom, Miley, 
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May 26. Norton, Olin, Patten, Pike, Pilsbury of New York 
WE " East, Ray, Raymond, Richards, Starks, Thurston, 
Morning. Twombly, Wardwell, Webber, Wise—44. 
Absent. Absent.—Bartine, Brooks, Cobb, Haines, Magee, 
L. F. Morgan, Nelson of Wyoming, Phelps, Reger, 
Roth, Sherman, Smith of Western Iowa, Strout, 
White of Black River—14. 
Thus the motion was laid on the table by a vote of 
156 to 44, and, on motion, the whole matter relating 
to the Election of Stewards was laid on the table. 
The report as amended and as a whole was then 
adopted, by which the following changes of the Dis- 
cipline were ordered: 


Change of Dis- On page 41 of the Discipline add a fifth answer to quest. 2, and 
ciplineonClass- strike out the words “and Love-feast” from the heading of § iii, 
pai Stee page 40, so that the whole section shall read as follows: 


SECTION III. 
CLASS-MEETINGS. 


Quest. 1. How may the leaders of classes be rendered more useful ? 

Ans. 1. Let each of them be diligentiy examined concerning his 
method of meeting a class. Let this be done with all possible ex- 
actness at least once a quarter. In order to this, take sufficient 
time. 

2. Let each leader carefully inquire how every soul of his class 
prospers: not only how each person observes the outward rules, but 
how he grows in the knowledge and love of God. 

3. Let the leaders converse with those who have the charge of 
their circuits frequently and freely. 

Quest. 2. Can anything more be done in order to make the class- 
meetings lively and profitable? 

Ans. 1. Change improper leaders. 

2. Let the leaders frequently meet each other’s classes. 

3. Let us observe which leaders are the most useful ; and let these 
meet the other classes as often as possible. 

e 4. See that all the leaders be not only men of sound judgment, 
but men truly devoted to God. 

5. Let the leaders be direetéd to sueh a course of reading and 
study as-shall best qualify them-for their work; especially let such 
books be recommended as will tend to increase their knowledge of 
the Scriptures, and make them familiar with those passages best 
adapted to Christian influence. Whenever practicable, let the 
preacher examine the leaders in the studies recommended. 


Your Committee recommend the formation of a new section, to 
take the place of the balance of § 3, commencing with quest. 3, 
page 41, as follows: 

SECTION Iv. 
NEGLECT OF THE MEANS OF GRACE. 


Quest. 1. What shall we do with those members of our Church 
who habitually neglect the means of grace, such as the public wor- 
ship of God, the supper of the Lord, family and private prayer, 
searching the Scriptures, class-meetings and prayer-meetings ? 
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Ans. 1. Let the elder, deacon, or one of the preachers visit them 
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whenever it is practicable, and explain to them the consequence if Twxnry-rirsr 


they coutinue to neglect. 

2. If they do not amend, let him who has the charge of the cir- 
cuit or station bring their case before the society, or a select number, 
before whom they shall have been cited to appear, and if they be 
found guilty of willful neglect by a decision of a majority of the mem- 
bers before whom their case is brought, let them be excluded, 

On page 84 of the Discipline, from ans. 1 to quest. 1, in § 12, 


strike out the words, “to see that the other preachers in his cir-- 


cuit behave well, and want nothing,” and insert the following an- 
swer: “He shall have the oversight of the other preachers in his 
circuit or station.” 


The Report as amended and as a whole was adopted. 
[For Report as adopted, see Appendix N, III.] 

Report No. IV of the Committee on Revisals was 
taken up, and pending the consideration of the first 
item, which relates to the Order of Public Worship, 
Desevignia Starks moved to amend by inserting an 
additional section in these words, “ Let our services be 
invariably closed with prayer, singing, and the bene- 
diction ;” but, on motion of Kasimir P. Jervis, the 
amendment was laid on the table. 

Isaac 8. Bingham moved to amend the item relating 
to the use of the Lord’s Prayer in Public Worship by 
striking out the word “concluding,” and inserting in- 
stead thereof the words “connection with.” 

Thomas H. Pearne moved to lay the amendment on 
the table; but the motion did not prevail, and the 
amendment was lost. 

Alpha J. Kynett moved the following substitute for 
that item of the Report which relates to the use of the 
Ritual in certain cases : 


Let the Ritual be used in every service for which it is appointed in 
accordance with the instructions accompanying the same. 


On motion of Samson Shinn, the substitute was 
laid on the table. 

Elijah H. Pilcher moved to amend the same item by 
striking out the words, “in the burial of the dead,” 
which amendment, on motion of James 8. Smart, was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Williamson Terrill, the previous ques- 
tion was ordered, and the matter relating to an Order 
of Public Worship was adopted. 

The item relating to Singing was adopted. 
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The item relating to the Reception of Ministers 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church South was read. 
Henry C. Benson moved to amend by striking 
out the proviso; but, on motion of James S. Smart, the 
amendment was laid on the table. 

Daniel W. Bristok moved to amend by inserting 
the words “or Quarterly ” before the word “ Confer- 
ence,” which amendment prevailed, and the item, as 
amended, was adopted. 

The fourth item, relating To the Number of a Se- 
lect Committee for Trial; fifth item, To a Rearrange- 
ment of the Discipline; sixth item, To Registration 
of Marriages and Baptisms, were read and adopted. 

The seventh item, relating to Preachers’ Quarterly 
Report, was read, and Isaac Owen moved to so amend 
that the Report shall include the number of pastoral 
visits made during the quarter; but, on motion of 
James S. Smart, the amendment was laid on the table. 

Edward G, Andrews moved to amend by requiring 
the pastor to report the names of the probationers 
who have been received, and also of those who have 
been discontinued; but the amendment, on motion of 
Samuel A. W. Jewett, was laid on the table. 

John V. R. Miller moved to amend go as to require 
the pastor to report the number of probationers; but, 
on motion of Robert M. Hatfield, the amendment was 
laid on the table, and the matter of the Quarterly Re- 
port was adopted, 

The eighth item, on Examining Accounts, was read. 
Thomas C. Gardner moved to strike out the word 
“Trustees.” A motion to lay the motion to strike 
out on the table was lost, when Sylvester L. Congdon 
moved to lay the whole item on the table, and the 
motion prevailed. 

The ninth item, relating to the Duties of Stewards, 
was read and adopted. 

The following changes in the Discipline were there. 
fore ordered : 


On page 38, §1, chap. ii, Part I, change the section on Public 
Worship, so that it shall read as follows: ss 

Quest. What directions shall be given for the establishment of 
uniformity in public worship among us on the Lord’s day? 

Ans. 1. Let the morning service consist of singing, prayer, the 
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reading of a lesson from the Old Testament, and another from the 
New, and preaching. : 

2 Let the afternoon or evening service consist of singing, prayer, 
the reading of one or two Scripture Lessons, and preaching. 

3. On the days of administering the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per the reading of the Scripture lessons may be omitted. 

4. In administering the sacraments and in the burial of the ‘dead 
let our form of ritual invariably be used. Let the Lord's Prayer 
also be used on all occasions of public worship in concluding the 
first prayer, the congregation being exhorted to join in its audible 
repetition. Let a Doxology be sung at the conclusion of each serv- 
ice, and the Apostolic Benediction be invariably used in dismissing 
the congregation. 

5. Let the people be earnestly exhorted to join in all these acts 
of worship, and especially to respond to the prayers of our ritual. 

6. Let the society be met, wherever it is practicable, on the Sab- 
bath day. 


On page 40, in section 2, let the fourth answer read as follows: 
Ans. &. Let one or more be chosen in each society to lead the 
singing. ; 


On page 82, §11, chap. ii, Part I, insert the following as a second 
question and answer, changing the numbers of those that follow to 
correspond: 

Quest. 2. How shall we receive those ministers who may offer to 
unite with us from the Methodist Episcopal Church South? 

Ans. Upon the same conditions as specified in answer to quest. 1, 
provided they give satisfactory assurances to an Annual or Quar- 
terly Conference of their loyalty to the national government, and 
hearty approval of the antislavery doctrine of our Church. 


On page 128, § 2, quest. 1, ans. 1, after the words “or a select 
number,” insert the words ‘of not less than five.” 


Your Committee, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
New Hampshire Conference, recommending a rearrangement of the 
Discipline, according to the plan proposed by Bishop Baker, respect- 
fully report that they have examined the new arrangement proposed 
by Bishop Baker, and most cordially approve the same, as in their 
judgment much more simple, logical, and convenient than the old, 
and accordingly they submit for adoption the following resolutions: 

Resoled, 1. That the “Table of Contents,” herewith submitted, 
be printed. 

Resolved, 2. That Bishop Baker be associated with the Committee 
authorized to edit the new edition of the Discipline in the execution 
of that work, and that they be instructed to adopt (so far as practi- 
cable, consistently with the modifications of the Discipline ordered 
at this General Conference) the arrangement prepared by Bishop 
Baker. : 


On page 125, from ans. 1, quest. 3, strike ont the words “to reg- 
ister the marriages and baptisms,” and add to ans. 9, § 12, chap. ii, 
Part II, page 85, the words, ‘and also to register the marriages 
and baptisms.”’ ‘ 

The effect of the above change is to transfer the duty of making 
the register from the stewards to the minister. 


On page 85, amend the first line of answer 11, so that the answer 
shall read, “To make a written report at each Quarterly Conference 
and JLove-feast of the names of those who have been received into 
the Church or exeluded therefrom during the quarter; also the 
names of those who have been received or dismissed by certificate, 
and of those who have died or withdrawn from the Church.” 

: 16 
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e Pd , 

On page 125, strike out the following, relating to the duties of 
stewards, from quest. 3, ans. 1, namely: ‘and to be subject to the 
bishops, the presiding elder of the district, and the elder, deacon, 
and traveling preachers of their circuit.” 

The Report as amended and as a whole was adopted. 

[For Report as adopted, see Appendia N, IV.] 

Miner Raymond, Chairman of the Committee on 
Revisals, offered the following resolutions, and they 
were adopted : 


Resolved, That the committee to edit the Discipline consist of the 
Secretary, and First Assistant Secretary of the General Conference, 


and the Book Editor at New York. 


Resolved, That the committee to edit the forthcoming edition of 
the Discipline be instructed to conform the wording of ans. 5, quest. 
4, § 1, chap. iv, Part II, page 99, to the change of rule made on 
page 53, making trustees members of the Quarterly Conference. 

Samuel C. Brown offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 

Resolved, That the editors of the new edition of the Discipline be 
and hereby are authorized, in preparing it for the press, to make such 
verbal changes as shall conform its phraseology to the action of this 
General Conference. 

Bishop Janes, on behalf of Peter Myers, presented 
to Rev. George Peck, D.D., as the oldest traveling 
preacher in this General Conference, a beautiful cane, 
bearing the following inscription : 

Made from one of the Rafters of the Old Rigging Loft in Will- 
iam-street, New York, where the Methodists worshiped before they 
removed to Wesley Chapel, John-street, N. Y. Presented to 
George Peck, D. D., May 1864. 

On motion of Samuel H. Nesbit, it was agreed that 
when Conference adjourn it shall be till half past two 
o’clock this afternoon. 

Report No. V of the Committee on Revisals, relating 
to the Trial of Accused Members, was taken up. 

Pending its consideration, Thomas H. Pearne moved 
the previous question, and the motion was sustained ; 
and the following was adopted as a substitute for § 2, 
chap. x, Part II, commencing on page 128 of the Dis- 
cipline : 

SECTION II. 
TRIAL OF AN ACCUSED MEMBER. 


Quest. 1. How shall an accused member be brought to trial? 

Ans. Before a committee of not less than five, who shall not be 
members of the Quarterly Conference, (and if the preacher judge it: 
necessary, he may select, the committee from any part of the district,) 


1 
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in the presence of the preacher in charge, who shall preside in the 
trial, and cause exact minutes of the evidence and proceedings in 
the case to be taken. In the selection of the committee, the parties 
may challenge for cause. 

If the accused person be found guilty by the decision of a majority 
of the committee, and the crime be such as is expressly forbidden by 
the Word of God, sufficient to exclude a person from the kingdom 
of grace and glory, let the preacher in charge expel him. 

If the accused person evade a trial by absenting himself, after 
sufficient notice given him, he may be tried in his absence, and if 
found guilty he shall be expelled. 

But in cases of neglect of duties of any kind, imprudent conduct, 
indulging sinful tempers or words, the buying, selling, or using in- 
toxicating liquors as a beverage, or disobedience to the order and 
discipline of the Church, first, let private reproof be given by <a 
preacher or leader, and if there be an acknowledgment of the fault 
and proper humiliation, the person may be borne with. On a sec- 
ond offense the preacher or leader may take one or two faithful 
friends. On a third offense let hini be brought to trial, and if found 
guilty, and there be no sign of real humiliation, he shall be expelled. 

If a member of our Church shall be accused of endeavoring to sow 
dissensions in any of our societies, by inveighing against either our 
doctrines or Discipline, the person so offending shall first be reproved 
by the preacher in charge, and if he persist in such pernicious prac- 
tices he shall be brought to trial, and if found guilty expelled. 


Quest. 2. How shall disputes between members of our Church, 
concerning business transactions, be settled? 

Ans. 1. On any disagreement between two or more members of 
our Church, concerning business transactions which cannot. be 
settled by the parties, the preacher in charge shall inquire into the 
circumstances of the case, and shall recommend to the parties a 
reference consisting of two arbiters chosen by the plaintiff, and two 
chosen by the defendant, which four arbiters so chosen shall nomi- 
nate a fifth, the five arbiters being members of our Church. 

If either party refuse to abide their judgment he shall be brought 
to trial, and if he fail to show sufficient cause for such refusal he 
shall be expelled. 

Ans. 2. If any member of our Church shall refuse, in cases of 
debt or other disputes, to refer the matter to arbitration when re¢- 
ommended by the preacher in charge, or shall enter into a lawsuit 
with another member before these measures are taken, he shall be 
brought to trial, and if he fail to show that the case is of such a 
nature as to require aud justify a process at law, he shall be expelled. 


Quest. 3. What shall be done in cases of insolvency? 

Ans. 1. The preachers who have the oversight of circuits and sta- 
tions are required to ‘execute ‘all our rules fully and strenuously 
against all frauds, and particularly against dishonest insolvencies; 
suffering none to. remain ‘in our Church on any account who are 
found guilty of any fraud. , 

2. To prevent scandal, when any of our members fail in business, 
or contract debts which they are not able to pay, let two or three 
judicious members of the Church inspect the accounts, contracts, 
and circumstances of the case of the supposed delinquent, and if 
they judge that he has behaved dishonestly, or borrowed money 

‘without a probability of paying, let him be brought to trial, and if 
found guilty expelled. 

1. In all the foregoing cases of trial, witnesses from without shall 


‘ not be rejected; and the testimony of an absent witness may be 
taken ‘before the preacher in charge, or a preacher appointed by the 
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presiding elder of the district within which such witness resides ; 
provided, in every case, sufficient notice has been given to the ad- 
verse party of the time and place of taking such testimony. The 
accused shall have the right to call to his assistance, as counsel, any 
member in good and regular standing in the Methodist Hpiscopal 
Church. 

2. If in any of the above-mentioned cases the preacher in charge 
differs in judgment from the majority of the committee concerning 
the guilt or innocence of the accused, he may refer the trial to the 
ensuing Quarterly Conference, which shall have authority to order a 
new trial. 

3. If there be a murmur or complaint from any excluded person 
in any of the above-mentioned instances that justice has not been 
done, he shall be allowed an appeal to the next Quarterly Confer- 
ence, except such as absent themselves from trial after sufficient 
notice is given them; and the preacher in charge shall present exact 
minutes of the evidence and proceedings of the trial to the Quarterly 
Conference, from which minutes the case shall finally be determined. 

4, After such forms of trial and expulsion such person shall have 
no privileges of society or of sacraments in our Church without 
contrition, confession, and satisfactory reformation. 


The Report as a whole was adopted. 

[For Report as adopted, see Appendix N, V.] 

Stephen D. Brown offered his resignation as Editor 
of the Pacific Christian Advocate, and, on motion of 
Thomas M. Eddy, it was accepted. 

Jesse T. Peck submitted the following paper: 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Rey. FATHERS AND BRETHREN,—After due consideration I have 
determined that it is my duty to resign the office of Editor of the: 
Northern Christian Advocate. I do this with great reluctance, but 
under the conviction that I can serve the Church more effectively 
elsewhere, and being satisfied that the appointment to this office is 
not regarded as mandatory by a majority of the members of Gen- 
eral Conference. Most respectfully yours, 


PHILADELPHIA, May 26, 1864. JESSE T. PECK. 


Whereupon, on motion, his resignation was accepted. 
On nomination of James H. Wilbur, Henry C. 

Benson was elected Editor of the Pacific Christian 

Advocate. 

- On motion, Conference adjourned. After the Dox- 


ology was sung, the Benediction was pronounced by 
Bishop Clark. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 26. 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop» 
Morris in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by Ed- 
win E. Griswold, of the New York East Conference. 
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The Journal of this morning was read and ap- 
proved. 

The Book Committee for New York was nominated 
and confirmed, as follows: 

1. New York and New York East, Morris D’C. 
Crawford. 

2. Providence, New England, and Maine, Charles 
F. Allen. 

3. East Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, An- 
des T. Bullard. 

4. Philadelphia, New Jersey, and Newark, Joseph 
Castle. 

5. Baltimore and East Baltimore, Charles B. Tip- 
‘pett. 

6. Troy and Black River: Barnes M. Hall. 

7. Oneida and Wirouine| Daniel W. Bristol. 

8. Genesee and East Genesee, Freeborn G. Hibbard. 

9. Erie, Pittsburgh, and West Virginia, William 
Hunter. 

The Book Committee for the Western Book Con- 
cern was nominated and confirmed, as follows : 

1. Ohio Conference, Barzillai N. Spahr. 

2. Cincinnati and Kentucky, William Young. 

3. Central Ohio and North Ohio, Henry Whiteman. 

4, Indiana and Southeastern Indiana, John W. Mel- 
‘lender. 

5. North Indiana and Northwest Indiana, John'L. 
Smith. 

6. Detroit and Michigan, Francis B. Bangs. 
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7. Illinois and Southern Illinois, James B. Corring- | 


ton. 

8. Rock River and Central Illinois, Richard Haney. 

9. Iowa, Upper Iowa, and Des Moines, Jacob G. 
Dimmitt. 

10. Wisconsin and West Wisconsin, Northwest 
Wisconsin and Minnesota, Samuel C. Thomas. 

11. Missouri and Arkansas, Nebraska and Kansas, 
Samuel Huffman. 

12. German Conferences, George L. Mulfinger. 

The Report of the Committee on Expenses of Dele- 
gates was read and recommitted for correction. 
On motion of James Porter, the Committee on Ex- 
penses of Delegates was authorized to draw on the 


Expenses of 
Delegates. 


Book Concern 
te pay Defi- 
ciency. 
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Book Concern for such an amount as may be necessa- 
ry to meet the deficiencies of the collections. 

On motion of John W. White, all persons hate 
moneys belonging to the fund to pay the Expenses of 
the General Conference were directed to forward them 
to the Book Agents at New York or Cincinnati, and 
that the amounts so forwarded be acknowledged in 
the Advocates at those places respectively. 

At this stage of the proceedings Bishop Clark took 
the chair: 

The report. of the Committee on Revision of the 
Ritual was taken up, and No. II, relating, 1. To 
Solemnization of Matrimony; 2. To the Burial of the 
Dead; No. III, relating to the Baptism of Infants; 
No. IV, relating to the Baptism of Adults; and No. 
V, relating, 1. To an Order for the Administration of 
the Lord’s Supper ; 2. To the Form of Consecrating a _ 
Bishop; 3. To the Form of Ordaining Elders; and, 
4. To the Form of Ordaining Deacons, were adopted; 
and the Reports of the committee as amended and as 
a whole were adopted. [For Reports as adopted, see 
Appendix X, I, I, WI, IV, and V.] 

Report No. VI of the Committee on Revisals was 
taken up, and the item prescribing an Order of Busi- 
ness for Quarterly Conferences was read, when Paul 
R. Brown moved to amend by inserting as the first 
question the following: “ Are there any new members 
to be recognized ?” On motion of George W. Breck- 
enridge, the amendment was laid on the table. 

Barzillai N. Spahr moved that the whole item be in- 


definitely postponed, but the motion did not prevail. 


William H. Goode moved that the item be laid upon 
the table, and that the committee appointed to edit 
the Discipline be authorized to prepare an Order of 
Quarterly Conference Business; but on motion of 
William H. Ferris, this motion was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Matthias Himebaugh, the previous 
question was ordered by a vote of 114 to 40, and une 
item was adopted. 

The items respecting Secretary of Qoattaty 
Conferences and Bene due dit were severally 
adopted. 
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The item concerning the Examination of Church 
Records was read, when William Harden moved to 
lay it on the table, and the motion prevailed, 

James Porter moved to reconsider so much of the 
Order of Quarterly Conference Business as is con- 
tained in the third item of question four, and also the 
third item of question six, both relating to the Com- 
mittee on Examination of Church Records. William 
M’K. Hester moved to so amend the motion as to 
reconsider the whole Order of Business. On motion 
of Lucius H. King, the amendment was laid on the 
table, and the motion to reconsider prevailed. 

James Porter then moved to strike out the matters 
reconsidered. George W. Chenoweth moved as a sub- 
stitute to strike out the items in the questions men- 
tioned and insert the following: ‘Are the Church 
_ Records properly kept?” On motion of James S. 

Smart, the previous question was ordered, and the sub- 
stitute was adopted. 

Jesse T. Peck moved to reconsider the whole matter 
of Quarterly Conference Business; but, on motion of 
Thomas C. Gardner, the motion to reconsider was laid 
on the table. 

John M. Reid moved that the committee appointed 
to edit the Discipline be authorized to insert the ques- 
tions in regard to the Church Records and the District 
Steward in their proper places. 

James Pike moved as an amendment that the same 
committee have discretionary power as to the arrange- 
ment of all the questions relating to Quarterly Con- 

‘ference Business. 

Kasimir P. Jervis moved to lay the amendment on 
the table, which motion was lost by a vote of 59 to 75; 
and the amendment prevailed, and the’ motion’ as 
amended was carried. 

The fifth item, relating to Early Morning Preaching, 
was adopted. 

The sixth item, relating to Limitation of the Term of 
Service of Missionaries to Foreign Populations in Cer- 
tain Cases, was read, when Jacob Rothweiler moved to 
lay it on the table; but the motion did not prevail, ang 
the item was adopted by a vote of 81 to 77. 

The seventh item, relating to the Privileges of Col- 
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May 26. ored Local Preachers in Quarterly Conferences, was 


ae ee read; when Samuel Y. Monroe moved as a substitute, 


Afternoon. that § 5, chap. viii, Part II, relating to “The Rights 
and Privileges of Preachers and Official Members of — 
our Colored Membership,” be stricken from the Disci- 

' pline, and the substitute was adopted. 

Item eight, relating to the Duties of Presiding 
Elders. in certain cases; item nine, concerning the Re- 
lation of Agent and Assistant Agent in the Manage- 
ment of the Book Concern; item ten, concerning the 
Relation’ of Editors to Conferences; item eleven, con- 
cerning the Relation of a Local Preacher to his Charge 
when he is a Pastor; item twelve, relating to the Con- 
secration of a Bishop; and item thirteen, concerning 
the Amenability of Local Preachers in Certain Cases, 
were severally adopted, and the Report as amended 
and as a whole was adopted, by which the following 
changes of the Discipline were ordered: 


Change Part II, chap. i, § 4, pages 56, 57, and 58, so that question 
five and the answer will read as follows: 

Order of Quar- Quest. 5. What is the order of business in the Quarterly Con- 
terly Confer- ferences? 
ence business. Ans. To inquire: 

1, Are there any complaints? 

2. Are there any appeals? 

3. Is there a written report from the pastor: 

(1.) Of the number, state, and average attendance of the Sunday- 
schools and Bible-classes, and the extent to which he has preached 
to the children and catechized them? (See Part IV, § 1.) ; 

(2.) Of the religious instruction of the children, as provided for in 
Part I, § 3, quest. 3? 

(3.) Of the general condition of the charge, embracing the items in 
ans. 11, quest. 1, § 12, chap. ii, Part II? 

4. Is there a report from Standing Committees? 

(1.) The Committee on Missions? 

(2.) The Committee on Sunday-Schools? 

(3.) The Committee on the Tract Cause? 

(4.) Are the Church Records properly kept? 

5. Have the General Rules been‘read this quarter? 

6. Who shall constitute the’Disciplinary Committees: 

(1.) On Missions? 

(2.), On Sabbath-Schools ? 
Cs On the circulation of Tracts? 

7. What amount has been estimated for the support of the pastor 
or pastors the present year? 

8. What sum has been apportioned to be raised by this charge: 

(1.) For the support of the presiding elder ? ; 

(2.) For the Conference claimants ? 

(3.) For missionary, tract, Sunday-school, educational, and other 
benevolent objects? 

9. Is any change desired in the Board of Stewards? 

10. Are there any recommendations, 

(1.) For license to preach? 
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a For admission into the traveling connection? 
(3.) For election of local preachers to deacon’s or elder’s orders? 
11. Will you now attend to the examination of character and the 


renewal of licenses? 


ah, 


12. Who shall be the district steward? 

13: Who shall be the estimating committee or committees ? 

14. Is there a report from the trustees of the church property? 
15. How many subscribers have been obtained for our periodicals ? 
16. What amounts have been received for benevolent objects? 
(1.) For Missions? 

Ee For Tract Society? 

(3.) For Sunday-School Union ? 

(4.) For American Bible Society ? 

(5.) For other objects? 

17. Who shall be the stewards for the ensuing year? 

18. What amount has been raised during the quarter for the sup- 


port of the ministry, and how has it been applied? 


19. Is there any other business? > 
20. Where shall the next quarterly meeting be held? 


The committee also recommend that N. B. 2, page 58, be changed 


so as to read: ‘Questions 6 and 7 are asked only at the first Quar- 
terly Conference; question 8 only at the second; and all from item 
two in question 10 to question 17 inclusive, only at the last.” 


Also a change of quest. 3, page 54, § 4, chap. i, Part IT, so that 


take minutes of the proceedings thereof, to be recorded by the 


recording steward in a book kept for that purpose.” 


Also Part II, chap. ix, answer to quest. 5, page 126, so that it 


shall read: ‘‘ Not less than three nor more than nine, one of whom 
shall be appointed recording steward by the Quarterly Conference 


after each annual eleciion.” 


Also to strike out ans. 4 to quest. 1, § 3, chap. ii, page 63, of the 


Discipline, which reads: ‘‘To preach in the morning where he can 


get hearers. We recommend morning preaching at five in the sum- 
mer and six in the winter wherever it is practicable.” 


Also that § 5, chap. viii, Part II, page 122, relating to “the rights 


and privileges of preachers and official members of our colored mem- 
bership,” be stricken from the Discipline. 


Also the change of “a” to “the” on page 99, § 1, quest. 4, ans. 5, 


before the words “Quarterly Conference.” Also to strike out all 
between the words “Conference” and “else,” beginning with the 
words “consisting of,” so that it shall read: ‘To be present as far 
as practicable, and hold all the quarterly meetings; and: to call 
together, at each quarterly meeting, the Quarterly Conference to hear 
complaints and to receive and try appeals,” etc. 


‘Also the following addition on page 217, second paragraph, after 


the words “Assistant Agent,” the following, namely: ‘to conduct 
the Book Concern at New York;”’ so that it may read, “ There shall 
pe an Agent and an Assistant Agent to conduct the Book Concern 
at New York,” etc. 


word “California,” add “for each of which there shall be an editor, — 


Also on page 225, in top line, Part IV, § 5, paragraph 10, after the 


who, if chosen from among the traveling preachers, shall be a mem- 
ber of such Conference as he may, with the approbation of the 
bishops, select.” 
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May 26. Also the addition of a sixth paragraph, § 2, chap. viii, page 118, 
Twxnry-rirst as follows: ‘Whenever a local preacher shall have a pastoral charge 
Day. he shall hold his Church relation in said charge.” 

Afternoon. : 


Also on page 91, chap. 3, answer te question 2, the substitution 
of the following words: “Shall consecrate him according to the 
ritual.” 


, Also on page 93, 7th answer to question 3, the following, (in the 
duty of bishops,) namely: ‘‘To consecrate bishops, and ordain elders 
and deacons.” 


Also to strike out on page 117, chap. viii, § 2, paragraph 3, the. 
following words, ‘‘Or at the place where he shall reside at the time 
of his location,” so that it shall read, ‘When a preacher is located 
or discontinued by an Annual Conference, he shall be amenable to 

‘the Quarterly Conference of the charge where he had his last ap- 
pointment.” 

[For Report as adopted, see Appendix, N, VI.] 

Nelson E. Cobleigh moved a reconsideration of the 
item relating to the Term of Service of Missionaries:to 
Foreign Populations. 

Ttem » conosrn- Gardner Baker moved to lay the motion on the 
aries aid on table; but the motion was lost, and the vote was re- 
eo ec. ° : 
considered, when, on motion of Henry F. Koeneke, 
the item was laid on the table. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, the rule requiring pro- 
posed changes of the Discipline to lie on the table one 
day before adoption was suspended to allow immediate 
action in the premises, when, on his motion, the fol- 
lowing change was ordered, namely : 

Assistant Mis- On page 92, Part II, chap. iii, § 1, ans. 3, seventh line of the an- 
poeney. Secre- swer, the word ‘“Secretary’”’ was changed to the word “ Secretaries.” 

On a similar motion of Miner Raymond, the same 
rule was further suspended, when, on his motion, the 
following changes were ordered, namely : 

Assistant Edi- On page 92, Part II, chap. iii, § 1, ans. 3, ‘insert after the word 

tors. “Editors,” in the eight and ninth lines severally of the answer, the 
words ‘“‘ Assistant Editors.” : 

ee John V. R. Miller moved to reconsider the vote by 

ais °-TII. which the item of Report No. III of the Committee on 
Revisals, relating to the Means of Grace, was adopted ; 
but, on motion of James S. Smart, the motion to recon- 
sider was laid on the table. ides 

Pisce ofholding On motion of William WK. Hester, Conference pro- 

Conference. ceeded to fix the place of its next session. bao 

Invitations were received from Chicago, San Fran: 
cisco, Baltimore, and Cincinnati. After the various 
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places were represented, the City of Chicago, Illinois, 
was selected by a unanimous vote. 

On motion of James Hill, the Editor of the North- 
western Christian Advocate, and the Preachers who 

‘may be stationed in the City of Chicago, were appointed 
a Committee to negotiate with the several Railroad 
Companies whose roads lie in the lines of travel to 
that city for commutation of fare to those who may 
attend the next General Conference. 

A motion of Samuel H. Nesbit providing for an 
evening session was laid on the table. 


William M’Combs moved that Conference do now. 


adjourn, but the motion did not prevail. 

On motion of Granville Moody, so much of the Re- 
port of the Committee on Boundaries as relates to the 
Oregon Conference was reconsidered, and, on motion 
of Morris D’C. Crawford, it was ordered that the 
boundaries of the Oregon Conference be the same as 
that now recited in the Discipline. 

Elijah H. Pilcher offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted, namely: 


Resowed, That if the bishops shall organize the Idaho Conference, 
then they are hereby authorized to include in it so much of the Ore- 
gon Conference as now lies east of the forty-third meridian of west 
longitude. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. After the Dox- 
ology was sung, the Benediction was pronounced by 


Bishop Baker. 
FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 27. 


Conference met this morning at half past eight 
o’clock, Bishop Janes in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by John 
W. White, of the Ohio Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday afternoon was read and 
approved. 

Members absent when the vote yesterday to lay the 
matter relating to the Election of Stewards on the 
table was taken were granted leave to record their 
votes, and they voted as follows: 

_ Ayes.—Allen of New England, Castle, Durbin, 
Ferris, Gurley, Peck of California, Poe—’. 
Noes.—Adams, Bannister, Cobleigh—3. 
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And, on the motion to adopt the resolutions relating | 
to a change of the Second Restrictive Rule, the follow- 
ing votes were recorded : : 

Ayes.—Allen of New England, Durbin, Strout; and 
the Secretary was instructed to correct the record of 
the votes on these questions accordingly. 

Joseph M. Trimble offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 


Fesolved, That each Delegation furnish the Secretary, to be printed 
in the Journal, the amount paid to each delegate as his traveling 
expenses. 


Samuel C. Brown offered the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted : 


Resolved, 1. That the Book Agents at Cincinnati and New York, in 
connection with the Agent of the Book Depository at Chicago, ‘and 
the Editor of the Northwestern Christian Advocate, be a committee 
to ascertain, as near as may be, the sum necessary to defray the 
expenses of the next session of the General Conference, and report 
the same to the Board of Bishops by the time of their annual meet- 
ing in the fall of 1866. « 

Resolved, 2. That the bishops be authorized to apportion the said 
amount among the several Annual Conferences entitled to representa- 
tion in the General Conference, according to their best judgment of 
their ability to meet the same, and notify the said Conferences of the 
sum apportioned to them at their session in 1867. 

Resolved, 3. That it shall be the duty of the said Conferences to 
make arrangements for raising the amount so apportioned, and 
any Conference failing to do so shall forfeit its claim upon the 
Book Concern for the expenses of its delegation. } 


Report No. I of the Committee on the State of the 
Work among the People of Color was taken up, and 
pending a motion to adopt the report, Samuel Y. Mon- 
roe moved to amend by striking out the word “mis- 
sion” where it occurs in the second resolution ; but 
the amendment was lost, and the report, comprising 
the following resolutions, was adopted under a call 
for the previous question by Israel C. Pershing: | 


1. Resolved, By the General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in Conference assembled, That it is the duty of our 
Church to encourage colored pastorates for colored people wherever 
practicable, and to contribute to their efficiency by every means in 
our power. 

2. Resolved, That the efficiency of said pastorates can be best 
promoted by distinct Conference organizations, and that therefore the 
bishops be and they are hereby authorized to organize among our 
colored ministers, for the benefit of our colored members and pop- 
ulation, Mission Conferences—one or more—where in their godly 
judgment the exigencies of the work may demand it; and should 
more than one be organized, to determine their boundaries until 
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the meeting of the next General Conference, said Conference or Con- 
ferences to possess all the powers of Mission Annual Conferences. 

Provided, That nothing in this resolution be so construed as to 
impair the existing constitutional rights of our colored members on 
the one hand, or to forbid on the other the transfer of white minis- 
ters to said Conference or Conferences where it may be practicable 
and deemed necessary. 

3. Resolved, That our General Missionary Committee be requested 
to take into careful consideration the condition of our colored peo- 
ple, and should Conferences be organized among them, make to 
them—consistently with other demands upon its funds—such ap- 
propriations as may be essential to success. 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix Y, I.] 
Report No. II of the same committee was taken 
up and adopted, as follows: ; 


The following resolution, referred first to the Committee on Revi- 
sals, was, upon the recommendation of said committee, referred by 
the General Conference to the Committee on the State of the Work 
among the People of Color, namely: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
whether there exists in the laws of our Church any obstacle to the 
reception into the various Annual Conferences of as many colored 


preachers as will supply the colored churches established or to be’ 


established among us. 


We, the committee to whom this subject was finally referred, beg 
leave to report that we are not aware of any legal obstacle to the 
reception of colored preachers into our Annual Conferences. 


_ [See Appendix Y, II.] 

The report of the Committee on the Centenary of 
Methodism was taken up and read, and the first, second, 
third, and fourth items were adopted. 

Pending the consideration of the fifth item, William 
W’K. Hester moved to strike out the words, ‘ connec- 
tional, central, and monumental,” when, on motion of 
Barzillai N. Spahr, the motion to strike out was laid 
on the table, and the item was adopted. 

While the sixth item was under consideration, Sam- 
uel-Y. Monroe moved a substitute, which was adopted, 
as follows: 

The Board of Bishops shall appoint twelve traveling preachers 
and twelve laymen, who, in connection with the members of their 
own board, shall be a committee to determine to what objects and 
in what proportion the moneys raised as connectional fund shall be 


appropriated, and have power to take all steps necessary to their 
proper distribution. 


At this stage of the proceedings Bishop Thomson 
took the chair. 
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Pending the consideration of the seventh item, 
William L. Harris moyed to amend by inserting after 
the words ‘‘under the direction of” the words, “a 
committee consisting of an equal number of ministers 
and laymen appointed by,” and the amendment pre- 
vailed, and the item as amended was adopted. 

The eighth and ninth items were struck out. 

The tenth, eleventh, and twelfth items, now become 
the eighth, ninth; and tenth, were adopted, and the 
report as amended and as a whole, comprising the 
following resolutions, was adopted : 

Resolved, By the Delegates of the Annual Conferences uw the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in General Conference assembled, as 
follows: 

1. The Centenary of Methodism in America shall be celebrated 
by all our churches and people with devout thanksgiving by special 
religious services and liberal thank-offerings. : 

2. This celebration shall commence on the first Tuesday in October, 
1866, and continue through the month, at such times and places as 


may best suit the convenience of the Societies. 
3. The’ primary object of the celebration shall be the spiritual 


- improvement of our members, and especially by reviewing the 


great things God hath wrought for us,*the cultivating of feelings of 
gratitude for théBlessings received through the agency of Methodism. 

4. As the gratitude of the heart ever seeks expression in out- 
ward acts, we invite as a spontaneous offering to Almighty God on 
this occasion pecuniary contributions from each “ according as God 
hath prospered him,” to be so appropriated as to render more effi- 
cient in the century to come those institutions and agencies to. which 
the Church has been so deeply indebted in the century past. 

5. Two departments of Christian enterprise shall be placed before © 
our people, one connectional, central, and monumental, the other 
local and distributive, and all shall be urged to make li¥eral appro- 
priations to both according to their own discretion, 

6. The Board of Bishops shall appoint twelve traveling preachers 
and twelve laymen, who, in connection with the members of their 
own board, shall be a committee to determine to what objects and 
in what proportions the moneys raised as connectional funds shall 
be appropriated, and have power to take all steps necessary to 
their proper distribution. 

7. The local funds shall be appropriated to the cause of Education 
and Church Extension, under the direction of a committee, consistin 
of an equal number of ministers and laymen, appointed by the seve 
Annual Conferences within the bounds of which they are raised. 

8. Hach Annual Conference shall provide for the delivery of a 
memorial sermon before its own body at the session next preceding 
the centennial celebration, and also appoint a committee of an 
equal number of ministers and laymen to give advice and direction 
for the appropriate celebration of the centennial in our principal 
churches. 

9. As the highest authority of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
we commend this whole subject to the prayerful consideration of 
every minister, traveling and local, and every official and private 
member of the Church, calling for the most energetic efforts every- 
where to carry out in their true spirit these systematic and noble 
plans; and after due consideration we deem it right to ask for 
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and to expect not less than two millions of dollars for achievements 
which will be worthy of our great and honored Church, and which 
shall show to our descendants to the latest generations the gratitude 
wwe feel for the wonderful Providence which originated and has so 
largely blessed and prospered our beloved Church. 

10. We cordially invite our brethren in all the branches of the 
great Methodist family, in this and in other lands, to unite with us in 
this grand Centennial Celebration, that together we may lift our 
thanksgivings to the God of our fathers, and renew our consecration 
to his spiritual service. 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendia V.] 

Bishop Simpson called the attention of the Confer- 
ence to the necessity of some additional disciplinary 
provisions relating to the organization of conferences 
of colored preachers ; and, on motion of Daniel Curry, 
the bishops, in connection with one delegate from each 
of the following conferences, to be selected by the 
bishops, namely, Baltimore, East Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, and New Jersey, be a committee to prepare and 
report such modification as they may deem necessary 
in the premises. 


Miner Raymond offered the following resolution, 


which was adopted : 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the bishops 
to examine the order of business for Annual Conferences, and report 
such changes ‘as they may think desirable to the next session of the 
General Conference. 


Joseph Castle offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted: 
Resolved, That a collection be now taken to compensate the sex- 


ton of this church for his protracted and laborious services in wait- 
ing on the Conference during the present session. 


On motion of James Hill, it was agreed that when 
Conference adjourn it shall be till half past two o’clock 
this afternoon. ; 

Horatio R. Clark offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to prepare a suit- 
able expression of the thanks of this body for the hospitality of the 
people of Philadelphia and Camden, the overtures and invitations 
from the various Churches and institutions in this city, and for favors 


in railroad travel to and from this General Conference, and to Rev. 
Messrs. Torrence and Fernley for their services in railroad matters. 


The Report of the Committee on Lay .Delegation 
‘was read and adopted. . 
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The following are the resolutions of the report: — 


1. esolved, That while we reaffirm our approval of lay represent- 
ation in the General Conference whenever it shall be ascertained 
that the Church desires it, we see no such declaration of the popular 
will as to justify us in taking advanced action in relation to it. 

2. Resolved, That we are at all times ready to receive petitions and 
memorials from our people on this subject and to consider them most 
respectfully. 


. [For the Report as adopted, see Appendix M, II.] 

Gardner Baker, Chairman of the Committee to whom 
was referred the Communication from the National 
Association of Local Preachers, presented a report 
comprising the following resolution, and it was read 
and adopted: 

Resolved, That we recommend to the Annual Conferences that 
they publish in their conference minutes annually the names and 
post-office addresses of all the local preachers within their bounds, 
designating whether the preacher be an elder, deacon, or only 
licensed. 

Also, that when practicable they publish in the minutes brief 


obituary notices of our local brethren who have died during the 
year. * 


ss 

[For Report as adopted, see Appendiz Z, II.] 

Jesse T, Peck, Chairman of the Committee on Pas- 
toral Address, presented and read a report, ~ . 

Pending its consideration, Thomas M. Eddy moved 
to amend by striking out the word “ages” and insert- 
ing instead thereof the words “many years ;” but the 
amendment did not prevail. 

John W. Armstrong moved to substitute the word 
“generations ” for “ages;” and, on motion of Hugh D. 
Fisher, the amendment was laid on the table. 

On motion of Thomas H. Lynch, the previous ques- 
tion was ordered, and the Address was adopted. [For 
Address, see Appendix Q.] 

Samuel C. Brown offered the following resolution, 
namely : 

Resolved, That the Pastoral Address be published in the Daily 


Advocate and in all our Church papers, and that the pastors be re- 
quested to read it to their several congregations. 


Morris D’C. Crawford moved to strike out so much 
as relates to its being read by the pastors, when, on 
motion of William M’K: Hester, the whole subject was 
laid on the table, 
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The amount of the collection taken for the sexton 
was announced, when, on motion of Lucius H. King, it 
was agreed that the collection be repeated this after- 
noon. 

On motion, Conierinas adjourned. 

After the Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 
pronounced by Joseph Seam e) 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 97. 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop 
Scott in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Joseph E. King, of the Troy Conference. 

The Journal of this morping was read and approved. 
_ The Reply to the Address of the Irish Conference 
was read, when, on motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, it was 
recommitted; and Joseph Cummings was authorized 
to prepare a reply, subject to the approval of the bish- 
ops. [For Reply, see Appendiz B, V.] 

The Reply to the Address of the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada was 
taken up, read, and approved; and the nomination of 
Rev. George Webber, D. D., and Rev. Mighill Dustin 
as delegates to that body was confirmed. [For Re- 
ply, see Appendix B, VII.] 

The Reply to the Conference of the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist Church in Canada was taken up, read, and ap- 
proved; and the nomination of Rev. Charles Elliott, 
D. D., and Rev. George Peck, D. D., as delegates to 
that Boa was confirmed. [For ee see Apnendie 
B, IX.] 

The Chair announced the following 

Committee on Resolution of Thanks: Horatio R. 
Clark, Thomas C. Gardner, Lorenzo D. M’Cabe, Sam- 
uel C. Brown, Jacob 8. M’Murray. 

On motion of Elijah H. Pilcher, the Secretary was 
instructed to read only such parts of reports as de- 
mand specific action. 

The Report of the Committee on Education, pre- 
sented and laid on the table May 24th, was taken up, 
read, and the several items considered sertatim and 

17 
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adopted, except the item relating to a Centennial Col- 
lection, which was struck out. The Report as amended 
and as a whole, comprising the following resolutions, 
was then adopted: 


Resolved, That there be inserted in the Discipline, in Part IV, an 
additional section, as follows: 


SECTION IL 
EDUCATION. 


Quest: How shall the Church provide for the higher education of 
her youth? 

Ans. 1. It is recommended that wherever practicable each Con- 
ference have at least one academy or seminary under its direct 
supervision, and that such institutions confine themselves to their 
legitimate sphere of duties. 

2. It is also recommended that, as a general thing, not less than 
four Conferences unite in the support of 2 a collegeor university; and 
the Conferences are earnestly advised not to multiply schools, espe- 
cially of this higher grade, beyond*the wants of the people or their 
ability to sustain them, 

3. All these schools are, to a certain extent, beneficiary institu- 
tions. The academy must be furnished with buildings and apparatus 
by the benevolence of the Church. The college must, in addition to 
these, have such endowments as shall yield a regular income suffi- 
cient to meet its current expenses; and, that our people may be 
properly instructed in this matter, it shall be the duty of ‘each 
preacher in charge to preach on the subject of education once a 
year, to diffuse information by the distribution of tracts or otherwise, 
and especially to call the attention of our wealthy members and 
friends to the duty of making liberal donations and bequests to this 
object. It is also recommended that each Conference take up an- 
nually a collection to aid the work of education. 

4, It is advised that educational societies for the aid of poor young 
men be established in connection with each of our colleges and bib- 
lical institutes, or Annual Conferences. 


1. Resolved, That the General Conference reaffirms the resolutions 
passed on the subject of Biblical Institutes and of Biblical Depart- 
ments, in connection with our colleges, by the General Conference 
of 1856. 

2. That to relate our Biblical Institutes more intimately to the 
regular itinerant work of the ministry, and to render the supervision 
of the General Conference over them more obvious, it is the opinion 
of this‘General Conference that the appointment, by the proper au- 
thorities, of a bishop to each of our Biblical Institutes as president 
of the faculty thereof, whose duty shall be to guide and advise and 


act as the immediate representative of the Board of Bishops and of 


the General Conference, is both proper and desirable. 

3. That in order further to secure an appropriate supervision over 
the Biblical Institutes, the bishops appoint one or more of their num- 
ber to act as a Visitorial Committee, with the president, provided he 
be one of the bishops, who shall annually examine the character of 
its instruction, condition, and arrangements of these institutes, and 
give such. advice and direction in all respects as they in their judg- 
ment may deem necessary. 


Resolved, 1. That the words “to report to the Annual Conference 
the statistics of the literary and Biblical institutions located within 
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the bounds of his district and under the care of our Church, accord- 
ing to the form published in the appendix to the Discipline, be in- 
serted in ans. 6, quest. 4, § 1, chap. iv, Part II, page-98, of the 
Discipline, after the words ‘‘and Sunday-school books.” 

2. That-the secretaries of the Annual Conferences shall send to the 
Book Agents at New York a copy of the reports furnished - by the 
presiding elders. 

3. That the Book Agents at New York be and are hereby in- 
structed to publish in the Appendix to the Discipline the following 
form for educational statistics, and also the res@lution requiring the 
secretaries of Conferences to furnish copies of the reports to the 
Book Agents, and the one recommending a day of prayer for colleges. 


1. Name of Institution.* 
2. Grade. 
3. Location. 
4. Name and title of president or principal. 
5. When founded. 
_ 6. Number of instructors. 
7. Whole number of students. 
a.) Collegiate. 
he Preparatory. 
(c.) Academic. 
8. Number of graduates. 
9. Number of graduates in the ministry. 
10. Honorary degrees conferred. 
(a.) A.M. 
(b.) D.D. 
(c.) LL.D. 
. Value of grounds, buildings, and furniture. 
12. Endowment. 
13. Volumes in libraries. 
14. Value of apparatus. 
15. Number of specimens in cabinet. 
16. Income from tuition. 
17. Income from other sources. 
18. Indebtedness. 
19. Patronizing Conferences. 
20. Time of Commencement, or anniversary exercises. 
(* If the institution is open for both sexes, affix a star after the name.) 


' Resolved, That the General Conference do hereby earnestly recom- 
mend that the course of study for graduation to the Baccalaureate 
degree in our colleges be rendered uniform, and in all cases he 
raised to the grade of the best colleges in our country. 


Resolved, That we recommend our people to observe the’ fourth 
Thursday of February of each year as a day of prayer for our col; 
leges and other institutions of learning, and, where practicable, in a 
public manner. 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix K, III.] 

Bishop Kingsley now took the chair. 

David Sherman again presented the Report of the 
Committee on Expenses of Delegates, and it was read 
and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Expenses ‘of Delegates would offer the follow- 
ing as their final report of expenses incurred by the several delega- 
tions, and of collections taken in the several Annual Conferences to 
defray the same: 
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CONFERENCES, Collections, Expenses, Deficiency. Surplus. 
Baltimore .......-. OS OW $26 00 soles sk BAbabs 
Black River............ 100 68 240 00 $139. 32 Red ced 
California...........++- 372 28 2,528 18 2,155 90 as 
Central Illinois......... 312 38 275. 00 Hie 10 37 38 
Central Ohio........... 201 70 201 70 


oe 08 


CineInnatios citi. ded dae 174 96 413 00 238 04 bs fe etya 
Detroiter peiere ders feeb e¥e 127 66 323 00 195 34 nee ee 
East Baltimore ......... 265. 10 121 75 Hanes pbdonae 
Hast Genesee ....8.... 49 62 163 65 114.03... .. «6 
East Maine........... iy oil Bath 122 22 BG AS tania 
Brie ca geeesice age us ate .. 420 65 404 00 ry mga Ia, 
Genesee........ sisters Bae 109 94 109 94 Sc tie he 
MNOS} aes eal g tialatet - 371 05 566 90 195 85 Bee 
indiana ees oe peeeniot 240 66 285 00 44 34 grees 
TOWRe eee Sere Oe ctl Os RUT 410 00 285 95 aerate: 
Kansas... 0... 22. Sect te. (42°05 200 00 157 95 nee s 
Kentucky ..... apucedhc 7 35 85 60 RS Cae 
Maine ty etc cctv a . 133 00 157 40 24 40 of eh ee 
Michigan...) =e Aicoton 207 50 294 00 86 50 BOE 
Minnesotals. c.vs +. nase 78 02 445 98 367 96 ‘COG 
Missouri and Arkansas... 4;. .. 230 00 =23000 .. .. 
Nebraskan swiss esse sates oe. UO 348 50 324 75 ES IRA 
IN@Walk ut. tice cece ence, 18,00 66 50 aio Fister. 
New England..... RO artigo cate: 128 00 i oy OO R 
New Hampshire........ +37 25 T52° OC TVET se ere 
New Jersey... cies ce 214 16 64 16 =s,53,~,t00); 00 
New. Morktsoinn sce cet 297 20 150 00 oe ee ee 
New York East...... sesh S30 80 00 oo Je OL 30 
North Indiana... ics... 146 00 146 00 bars tars By sons 
INOrthOniOw .ciaee cease 280 46 197 60 seater s 82 86 


Northwestern Indiana... 201 50 295 00 95°50 Fae 





Northwest Wisconsin... 35 55 197 96 162.48 sos dies 
OnOs saacoog SooasoNbe , 394 93 223 80 aaa ete ly, HIS 
Qneidar-i%. ste a8 seals 131 60 178 19 46 59 etree 
Oregons Secs ders aee 154 05 1,708 85 1,554 80 .... 
Philadelphia ...... sete. e 1010 27 181 44 ete OLOE OS 
Pitisburghiscie <ic.oi oes . 251 70 212 15 ey PES ROG 
Providence». ..2.. 2". eee LOB SE 9T 25 Breaks 5 06 
Rock: River... .... 0.0. « 238 99 378 92 139. 93 ve Ke 
Southeastern Indiana.... 172 51 245 50 121/99" oGnTeN 
Southern Illinois.,...... 230 45 224 45 Hac 6 00 
ig a VR 218 65 183 13 Aiea ee 
Upper lowes). cic.< sees o 319 15 425 04 105 29° 1. Ly 
Vermont ....:.. 06 dock 105 00 154 00 49 00 rs sy 
Western Iowa..... oy 670) feat Uo) 190 60 63. 40 .... 
Western, Virginia. .....5. . s0 «6 teks Ae alot oe 
West Wisconsin........ 108 8% 180 00 WLS yee Coane 
Wisconsin ....... ao getertns 168 84 300 00 13116 .... 
Wyoming ....... SHeo36 140 13 60 72 wa ote SORA 
Pokal oss. Ga dad's $8,652 07 $14,373 08 Ga LB 
Deficiency in collection to meet expenses of delegates.. $5,721 01 
Expenses of Deputation to Washington .......:...... TT 50 
Printing, Stationery, etc........... 3 cidid’anlein od. ORS 430 40 
$6,228 91 


As many. charges have failed to take collections to meet this 
deficiency, we recommend that the preachers in those charges. take 
collections. for, this object as soon as convenient, and. send the pro- 
ceeds to the Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati. 
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- The election of Editor of the Northern Christian 
Advocate was taken up; and, on motion of Freeborn 
G. Hibbard, Dallas D. Lore was chosen by acclama- 
tion. 

The second part of Report No. II of the Committee 
on Sunday-Schools and Tract Cause, laid on the table 
May 17, was taken up; and, in pursuance of the ree- 
ommendation of the committee, the following changes 
were made in the Diseipline, namely : 


That Part I, § 4, page 55, in relation’to the business of the 
Quarterly Conference, be changed by adding another item, as follows: 

“5. To appoint a Tract Committee, as provided for in Part IV, 
§ 3, item 1, page 214.” 


Also by adding to the third section, Part IV, page 214, another 
item, as follows: ; 

“3. It shail be the duty of each presiding elder to bring the Tract 
Cause before the first Quarterly Meeting Cenference of each year, in 
each circuit and station within his district; and said Conference 
shall appoint a committee, whose duty it shall be to devise and exe- 
cute plans for loeal tract distribution. 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix L, IV.] 

Report No. IIE of the Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tract Cause was taken up, and the following 
changes of the Discipline, recommended by the com- 
mittee, were adepted, namely : 


The Committee recommend the following changes in the Discipline, 
mamely : 

1. To so amend Part If, chap. i, item ¥, and page 55, as to add 

after the word “Church”’ the words “the first male superintendents 
of our Sunday-schools shall be members of our Church, and approved 
toy the Quarterly Conference of the charge, and said Quarterly Con- 
ference shail have the right to inquire into the condition of each 
school or society in the bounds of the circuit or station, and to remove 
any superiatendent who may prove to be unworthy or inefficient,” 
s0 that the whole paragraph shall read as follows, mamely: 
_ ‘tl. (a) Each Quarterly Conference shall have supervision of all the 
Sunday-schools and Suaday-school societies within its bounds, which 
schools and societies shall be auxiliary to the Sunday-Schoo] Union 
of the Methedist Episcopal Church. 

The frst male superintendents of our Sunday-schools shall be 
members of our Church, and approved by the Quarterly Conference 
of the charge, and said Quarterly Conference shail have the right 
to inquire into the condition of each school or society in the bounds 
of the circuit or station, and to remove any superintendent who may 
prove to be unworthy or inefficient, 

(0) It shall be the duty of each Quarterly Conference, at the first 
Quarterly Meeting of each year, to appoint a committee of not less 
than three nor more than nine, who shall be members of our Church; 
to be called the Committee on Sunday-Schools, of which the preacher 
in charge shall be the chairman. (See page 205.) 


2. To so amend Part IL, chap. i, quest. 3, page 5, as to add these 
seferences, page 87, item 19, page 206, item 4. 
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And also amend Part II, chap. i, quest. 4, page 57, so as to make 
the question read: ‘Quest. 4. Who shall constitute the Sunday- 
School Committee?” (See page 205.) 


3. To amend Part II, chap. ii, § 12, item 19, page 87, by strik- 
ing out the words ‘as far as practicable”’ in said section in third 
line of. said item, and also by striking out the word “and” in the 
fourth line of said item 19, and by inserting after the word “ state!’ 
the words “average attendance,’’ so that the whole paragraph shall 
read thus: ‘S19. To lay before the Quarterly Conference at each 
quarterly meeting, to be entered on its Journal, a written statement 
of the number, state, and average attendance of the Sunday-schools 
in the circuit or station, and report the same to the Annual Con- 
ference, according to the form published by the Sunday-School Union 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, together with the amount raised 
for the support of missions and for the publication of Bibles and 
tracts.” (See page 206, item 4.) 


4. To so amend Part IV, § 1, page 205, as to make the section 
read: 


SECTION I. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND THE INSTRUCTION OF CHILDREN. 


Quest. 1. What shall we do for the moral and religious instruction 
of our children ? 5 

Ans. 1. It shall be the duty of each presiding elder to bring the 
subject of Sunday-schools before the first Quarterly Conference of each 
year; and said Quarterly Conference shall proceed to appoint a com- 
mittee of not less than three nor more than nine, to be called the 
Committee on Sunday-Schools, of which the preacher in charge shall 
be the chairman, whose duty it shall be to aid the preacher in 
charge and the officers of the Sunday-schools in procuring suitable 
teachers, in promoting in all proper ways the attendance of chil- 
dren on our Sunday-schools and on our regular public worship, and 
in raising money to meet the expenses of the Sunday-schools of the 
charge. 

It shall be the duty of the preacher in charge, aided by the super- 
intendent and the Committee on Sunday-Schools, to decide as to 
what books shall be used in our Sunday-schools. (See page 55.) 

2. It shall be the special duty of the preachers having charge of 
circuits or stations, with the aid of the other preachers and the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-Sehools, to form Sunday-schools in all our congre- 
gations where ten children ean be collected for that purpose, and to 
engage the co-operation of as many of our members as they can, and 
to visit the schools as often as practicable; to preach on the subject 
of Sunday-schools and religious instruction in each congregation at 
least once in six months, and to form Bible-classes wherever they 
can for the instruction of youth and adults, and where they can- 
not superintend them personally, to see that suitable teachers are 
provided for that purpose. : pik 

3. It shall be the duty of our preachers to enforce faithfully upon 
parents and Sunday-school teachers the great importance of instruct- 
ing children in the doetrine and duties of our holy religion, to see 
that our catechisms be used as extensively as possible in our Sun- 
day-schools and families, to preach to the children, and publicly 
catechize them in the Sunday-schools and at public meetings ap- 
pointed for that purpose. 

4. It shall be the duty of every preacher in his pastoral visits to 
pay special attention to the children, to speak to them personally 
and kindly on the subject of experimental and. practical godliness, 
according to their capacity, pray earnestly for them, and diligently, 
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instruct and exhort all parents to dedicate their children to the Lord 
in baptism as early as convenient. (See pages 23, 33, and 86.) 

5. Hach preacher in charge shall lay before the Quarterly Con- 
ference, to be entered on its Journal, the number, state, and aver- 
age attendance of the Sunday-schools and Bible-classes in his charge, 
(page 87,) and the extent to which he has preached to the children 
and catechized them, and make the required report on Sunday-schools 
to his Annual Conference. 


4. That the Discipline be amended, Part II, chap. iii, § 1, item 3, 
page 93, by striking out the part of said item appertaining to the 
appointment of a Sunday-School Agent, commencing with ‘he shall 
have authority ” in the ninth line, and closing with the words “ Sab- 
bath-schools” in the fourteenth line from the top. 


5. That a section be added to Part IV, comprising a suitable and 
concise Constitution for the use of our Sunday-school societies. 


Resolved, That it is the duty of each preacher in charge, aided by 
the other preachers and the Sunday-School Committee, to see that 
our Sunday-schools be continued through the winter, as well as 
other seasons of the year. | ; 

[For Report as adopted, see Appendix L, V.] 

Report No. IV of the Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tract Cause, providing for a Corresponding Sec- 
retary for these Societies, was taken up, read, and, on 
motion of Daniel Wise, it was laid on the table. ; 

On motion of Morris D’C. Crawford, the committee 
appointed to edit the Discipline was authorized to in- 
sert the words “The Committee on the Tract Cause ” 
among the answers to question 4 and the words “on 
the circulation of tracts” among the answers to ques- 
tion 6, in the item relating to the Order of Quarterly 
Conference Business in Report No. VI of the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

On motion of William L. Harris, the rule requiring 
proposed changes of the Discipline to lie over one day 
before adoption was suspended for the purpose of act- 
ing on a Report from the bishops and others, in rela- 
tion to the State of the Work among the People of 
Color, when the following paper was introduced and 
adopted: 


The Washington Conference shall embrace Western Maryland, 
the District of Columbia, Virginia, ard the territory south. 

The Delaware Conference shall embrace the territory north and 
west of the Washington Oonference. 

Resolwed, That in order to constitute the first conferences of col- 
ored members, the rule of Discipline requiring a probation of two 
years be so far suspended as to allow’the bishops to organize into 
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The Secretary was instructed to insert the foregoing 
Conferences in their proper alphabetical order in the 
Report of the Committee on Boundaries. 

Report No. III of the Committee on the State va 
the Country was taken up and adopted. 

The following are the resolutions of the Report: 


Resolved, That in this hour of the nation’s trial we will remember 
the President of the United States, all other officers of the govern- 
inent, and our army and navy, in never-ceasing prayer. 


Resolved, That it is the duty of the government to prosecute the 
war with all its resources of men and money till this wicked rebell- 
ion shall be subdued, the integrity of the nation shall be secured, 
and its legitimate authority shall be re-established, and that we 
pledge our hearty support and co-operation to secure this result. 


Resolved, That we regard our calamities as resulting from our 
forgetfulness of God, and from Slavery, so long our nation’s reproach, 
and that it becomes us to humble ourselves and forsake our sins as 
a people, and hereafter, in all our laws and acts, to honor God. 


Resolved, That we will use our efforts to secure such a change in 
the Constitution of our country as shall recognize the being of God 
our dependence on him for prosperity, and also his word as the 
foundation of civil law. 


Resolved, That we regard slavery as abhorrent to the principles of 
our holy religion, humanity, and civilization, and that we are decid- 
edly in favor of such an amendment to the Constitution, and such 
legislation on the part of the states, as shall prohibit slavery or in- 
voluntary servitude, except for crime, throughout all the states and 
territories of the country. ’ 


Resolved, That while we deplore the evils of war that has filled 
our land with mourning, we rejoice in the sublime manifestations 
of benevolence it has developed, as seen in the Sanitary and Chris- 
tian Commissions, and in the associations formed to aid the vast 
multitudes who have recently become freemen, and that we pledge 
to these institutions our hearty co-operation and support. 


[For the Report as adopted, see Appendix I, IV.] 

The Reports Nos. I and II of the Committee on 
Church Tenures was taken up, read, and recom- 
mitted. 

The collections taken for the sexton was reported as 
being $132 24, when, on motion of James Porter, the 
Book Agents were instructed to make up the amount 
to $150. 

James Hill moved that when Conference adjourn it 
shall be till eight o’clock this evening, but the motion 
was laid on the table. . 

On motion of Joseph Cummings, William Nast was 
added to the Deputation to the Conference of the 
Wesleyan Church in Canada. 
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_ The Report of the Committee on the Sanitary and 
Christian Commissions was taken up and adopted. 
The following are the resolutions of the Report: 


Resolved, 1. That this nation owes a debt of endless gratitude to 
the Sanitary and Christiaa Commissions for their labors in behalf of 
the sick and wounded men of our noble army and navy. 

2. That the Christian Commission is especially entitled to the 
cordial support and co-operation of the Church of God, inasmuch as 
the work which it aims to do is eminently Christian, as well as hu- 
mane and patriotic, seeking to care both for the mortal and the im- 
mortal, and prepare man for all the perils that hover over the camp 
and the field of blood. 

3. That, as according to the estimate of our honored senior bishop, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church has probably given one hundred 
thousand of her membership to the army and navy, we feel it to be 
our duty to follow them, not only with our prayers and words of 
cheer, but with active ministerial labors; and we deem it right and 
desirable when there is a call for men to care for the sick and the 
wounded, that our Churches, take such action as will tend to furnish 
our due proportion of Christian men, and especially Christian min- 
isters, for the holy work. 

[For the Report as adopted, see Appendix P.] 

The following persons were nominated and elected 
a Publishing Committee of the Pittsburgh Christian 
Advocate, namely : u 

Pittsburgh Conference: Simon P. Woolf, William 
Lynch, and Hiram W. Sinsabaugh. 

Erie Conference: William F. Wilson and Niram 
Norton. = 

West Virginia Conference: James Drummond. and 
Alexander Martin. 

The Report on Temperance, comprising the follow- 
ing resolutions, was taken up and adopted: 

1. Resolved, That this General Conference recommend each pastor 
to preach specifically upon the subject, to point out the danger of 
social and the more public and common forms of intemperance, and 
to urge total abstinence from all that can intoxicate. 

2. Resolwed, That the editors of our Church papers be requested 
to publish in their columns such articles upon this subject as shall 
at once instruct and interest, pointing out the evil and the cure. 

3. Resolved, That our publishers be requested not to neutralize the 
teachings of such articles by the insertion of advertisements of al- 
coholic drinks, notwithstanding they may be called by some other 
name. 

4. Resolved, That we earnestly recommend that in all cases the 
pure juice of the grape be used in the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper. 

[For Report, see Appendia S.] 

The Report of the Committee on Freedmen, com- 

prising the following resolutions, was taken up and 


adopted: 
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Resolved, 1. That in the events) which have thrown the thousands 


North, we recognize a providential call to the Christian public for’ 
contributions for their physical relief and mental and moral eleva- 
tion, and especially to the Church of Christ for the means of their 
evangelization. 

Resolved, 2. That the above-named associations, organized in be-’ 
half of the freed people, are engaged in a work of benevolence that: 
we regard with special interest, and commend to the liberality of 
our people everywhere as worthy of their sympathy and support. 

Resolved, 3. That the best interests of the freedmen and of the 
country demand legislation that shall foster and protect this people, 
and we hereby respectfully but earnestly urge upon Congress the 
importance of establishing, as soon as practicable, a Bureau of: 
Freedmen’s affairs, as contemplated in the bills now pending. 


[For the Report as adopted, see Appendix T.] 

The Report of the Committee on Temporal Econo- 
my No. IV was taken up and adopted, as follows: 

Fresolved, 1. By the members of this General Conference, that we: 
have full confidence in the wisdom and integrity of the Trustees of - 
the Chartered. Fund, and we hereby tender to them our grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the faithful manner in which they have managed 
the trust confided to them. 

fresolved, 2. That the Secretary of this Conference be instructed to 


forward a copy of the foregoing resolution to Thomas Wilmer, Esq., 
President of the Board. 


Edwin E, Griswold, Chairman of the Committee on 
Church Extension Society, submitted a report embody- 
ing a constitution for the organization of such a soci- 
ety, and also a proposed change of Discipline. 

Luke Hitchcock moved to amend the report by 
striking out so much as relates to a corresponding sec- 
retary ; but, on motion of Hugh D. Fisher, the amend- 
ment was laid on the table. 

A motion of William M’K. Hester, to postpone the 
whole subject till the next General Conference, was, on. 
motion of George D. Chenoweth, laid on the table. 

Pending the discussion, on motion of Lucius H. 
King the previous question was ordered, and the con- 
stitution, with the following resolution, was adopted : 

Resolved, That answers 21 and 22 of quest. 1, Part I, chap. ii, 
§ 12, page 87, be stricken out, and the following be inserted in ans, 21: 


“To take a collection annually in each of his a ointments in beh 
of the Church Extension Society.” mR al 


[For Report as adopted, see Appendix AA] 

William H. Goode, Chairman of the Committee 
on Church Tenures, again submitted Reports Nos. I 
and II, and they were adopted, as follows: 
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The Committee upon Church Tenures recommend that the Disci- 
pline be amended as follows: 

Strike out all of section 5, chapter i, Part V, entitled “Form of a 
Deed of Settlement,” also, the form of deed contained in the Appen- 
dix,.and insert the following: 


a SECTION V. 
FORM FOR CONVEYANCE OF CHURCH PROPERTY. 


Question. What shall be done for the security of our Church 
property ? 

Answer 1. In all conveyances of ground for the erection of houses 
of worship, or upon which they may have been already erected, let 
the foliowing clause be inserted at the proper place: 

“In trust that said premises shall be used, kept, maintained, and 
disposed of as a place of divine worship for the use of the min- 
istry and membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America; subject to the Discipline, usage, and 
ministerial appointments of said Church as from time to time au- 
thorized and declared by the General Conference of said Church, 
and the Annual Conference in whose bounds the said premises 
are situate.” 

2. In all conveyances of ground for the erection of dwelling- 
houses for the use of the preachers, or upon which they may have 
already ‘been erected, let’ the following clause be inserted at the 
proper place : 

“In trust that said premises shall be held, kept, and main- 
tained as a place of residence for the use and occupancy of the 
preachers of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States 
of América who may from time to time be stationed in said place, 
subject to the usage and Discipline of said Church as from time to 
time authorized and declared by the General Conference of said 
Church, and by the Annual Conference within whose bounds said 
premises are situate.” 

3. In all other parts of such conveyances, as well as in their at- 
testation, acknowledgment, and placing them upon the record, let 
a careful conformity be had to the laws, usages, and forms of the 
several States and Territories in which the property may be situ- 
ated, so as to secure the ownership of the premises in fee simple. 

4. Whenever it shall become necessary for the payment of debts, 
or with a view to reinvestment, to make a sale of Church prop- 
erty that may have been conveyed to trustees for either of the 
foregoing purposes, said trustees or their successors may, upon ap- 
plication to the Quarterly Conference, obtain an order—a majority 
of all the members of such Quarterly Conference concurring and 
the Annual Conference consenting—for the sale, with such limita- 
tions and restrictions as said Quarterly Conference may judge neces- 
sary; and said trustees, so authorized, may proceed to sell and con- 
vey said property ; 

Provided, That in all such cases the proceeds of the sale, after 
the payment of debts, if any, shall be applied to the purchase or 
improvement of other property for the same uses, and deeded to the 
Ghurch in the same manner as prescribed above. 


The Committee upon Church Tenures further recommend that the 
Discipline be amended, as follows: 

Strike out all that relates to the appointment of Trustees, namely : 
The last three lines of answer 1, in section 2, chapter, Part V; 
all of answers 1, 2, and 4 in section 4, chapter i, Part V, with -so 


much of answer 3, same section, as is found upon pages 236 and 
237, and insert the following, with the caption, so as to read: 


‘ 
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SECTION IV. 
TRUSTEES—THEIR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 


Question. How shall trustees be constituted for eur Church prop- 
erty, and what shall be their duties ? 

Answer 1. Each board of trustees shall consist of’ not less than 
three, nor more than nine persons, each of whom shall be not less 
than twénty-one years of age, and a majority of whom shall be 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

2. In all cases where the law of the State or Territory requires 
a specified mode of election, that mode shall be observed. 

3. Where no such specific requirement is made, they shall be elected 
annually, by the fourth Quarterly Conference of the Circuit or sta- 
tion, upon the nomination of the preacher in charge or the presid- 
ing elder of the District. In case of failure to elect at the proper 
time, a subsequent Quarterly Conference may elect; and all trustees 
shall hold their office until their successors are elected. 

4. In States and Territories where an option is given as to the 
mode of election, the one or the other may be pursued; and all 
these provisions shall apply both to the creation of new boards and 
to the filling of vacancies, whether for houses of worship or dwellings 
for the preachers. 


All the remainder of said section 4, namely, the proviso upon 
pages 238 and 239, with answers 5 and 6 of said section, to be 
retained as they now stand in the Discipline. 


The Committee to Try Appeals presented the fol- 
lowing report, to be entered upon the Journal: 


James Hill, Secretary of the Committee of Appeals, reported, to 
be entered on the Journal, as follows: 

J. T. Donahoo, a superannuated member of the Ohio Conference, 
living in the bounds of North Indiana Conference, was expelled 
from the ministry and membership of the Methodist Episeopal 
Church, by the action of said Conference, on a charge of immo- 
rality. From this action he appealed. 

The committee after a careful consideration of the case affirmed 
the decision of the Conference. 


Rumsey Smithson, an appellant from the Central Tllinois Confer- 
ence, was expelled from the ministry and membership of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, by the action of said Conference, on a charge 
of immorality. 

The committee resolved, as he had not appeared in person or by 
a representative, that his appeal be not admitted. 


Isaae Chivington, an appellant of the Nebraska Conference, was 
deposed from the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, by 
the action of said Conference, on a charge of immorality. 

The committee did not admit the appeal, as the appellant had 
withdrawn from the Church, and had taken a license and continued 
to preach in another Church, vite 


William Wilmot, of the California Conference, had made a de- 
mand of said Conference for missionary money he claimed as due 
him. The demand not being granted, he appealed. 

The appeal was not admitted, as the appellant did not appeal for 
between two and three years after the trial, and after he had had 
notice of the Conference action. , 
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G. M. Berry, an appellant. from the Oregon Conference, had been 
admonished by the Chair, by order of the Conference, for imprudent 
words. The appeal was not admitted for the reason he located 
immediately after he gave notice of his appeal, and had since, on 
his own application, been admitted into another Conference. 


Welcome Smith, an appellant from the Wyoming Conference, was 
by the action of said Conference expelled on a charge of immorality. 

The appeal was not admitted, as he had joined another Church, 
and is now, and has been for most of the time since, a preacher in 
said Church. 


The report of the Committee on Conference of Ap- 
peals, presented and laid on the table May 18, was 
taken up; and, on motion of John M. Reid, it was 
referred to the Committee to consider the Order of 
Business in Annual Conferences. 

John H. Twombly offered the following resolution, 
and it was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Board of Bishops be requested to consider and 
to report to the General Conference of 1868 what changes should, in 


their judgment, be made in the boundaries of the Annual Confer- 
ences to promote the highest welfare of the Church. 


Alpha J. Kynett offered the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted: 

1. Resowed, That a committee, consisting of Bishop Simpson, 
Joseph Castle, and David W. Bartine, be and are hereby appointed 
to appoint officers for the Church Extension Society, and also the 
Board of Managers for the same. 

9. Resolved, That the bishops be and are hereby requested to 
appoint a Corresponding Secretary as soon as the Board of Man- 
agers shall become incorporated. 


On motion of Granville Moody, William Nast was 
authorized to nominate two additional members of the 
Deputation to the Evangelical Association; where- 
upon Isaac N. Baird and Moses Hill were nominated 
and appointed. . 

John B. Foote offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York be directed to pay 
the salary of Isaac 8. Bingham, recent editor of the Northern Chris- 


tian Advocate until the session of his conference, unless it shall be 
otherwise provided for. 


Hugh D. Fisher offered the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were adopted: 


Whereas, Dr. Charles Elliott has served the Church as an editor 
for more than. twenty-two years; and 
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Whereas, Owing to his advanced age, he is about to retire-from 
the editorial chair; therefore : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this body be tendered to Dr. Elliott 
for the ability and faithfulness with which he has served the Church 
in the editorial department for so many years. 


Bishop Morris presented a memorial from L. D. Har- 
lan. 

Hugh D. Fisher moved that it be returned, with the 
indorsement that the General Conference has no juris- 
diction in the case; when, on motion of William M’K. 
Hester, the whole subject was indefinitely postponed. 

Joseph Denison offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted : 


Resolved, By the members of the General Conference in Confer- 
ence assembled, that the Board of Missions of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church at New York be directed to take into serious consideration 
the necessity and propriety of so arranging the work of the assistant 
missionary secretaries that one of them shall spend:a portion of his 
time during the next four years on the Pacific Coast. ° 


On motion of Kasimir P. Jervis, the secretary was 
authorized to employ a competent clerk to complete 
the transcription of the Journal and Reports of the 
present session of the General Conference, and draw 
on the Book Agents for the amount necessary to meet 
the expenses. 

William H. Olin moved to reconsider the action re- 


quiring each delegate to furnish a statement of his ex- 


penses for publication in the Journal. The motion 
prevailed, when,’ on motion of. Jesse T. Peck, the 
whole subject was laid on the table. 

A motion of Sylvester L. Congdon, requiring the 


_pastors to report in their statistics the number of male 


members in their respective charges over twenty-one 
years of age, was laid on the table. 

The Committee to. Draft Resolutions of Thanks re- 
ported the following, and they were severally adopted 
by rising votes: 


Resolwed, That the thanks of this General Conference are due 
and are hereby tendered to the following Railroad Companies for 
favors kindly extended to Delegates in the commutation of fares, 
namely: Pennsylvania Central; Camden and Amboy; New Jersey; 
Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore; Northern Central; Phila- 
delphia and Erie; Catawissa; Philadelphia, Reading, and Pottsville ; 
Indianapolis, Pittsburgh, and Cleveland; Pennsylvania and Indian- 
apolis; Indiana Central; and Pittsburgh, Columbus, and Cincinnati; 
and aleo, and especially, to Revs. J. H. Torrence and T. A. Fernley, 
through whose brotherly agency these favors have been received. 
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Resolved, That the very cordial thanks of this General Conference 
are due and are hereby tendered to the Committee of Arrangements 
of this city for the accommodations they have afforded the Confer- 
ence during its present session. : 

Resolved, That we unanimously tender our hearty thanks to those 
citizens of Philadelphia and Camden whose generous hospitality and 
kind courtesies have been so freely extended to us during our 
sojourn among them. 

Resolved, That our thanks are eminently due and are hereby cor- 
dially tendered to the Editors and Assistant Editor of the Daily Ad- 
vocate, and the Secretaries and Reporters of the Conference, for the 
ability and faithfulness with which they have discharged their 
respective duties during our present session. 

fesolved, By the Delegates of the Fourteenth Delegated General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in General Conference 
assembled, That we highly appreciate the patience, ability, and im- 
partial respect to the rights and feelings’ of all the members with 
which our beloved and honored bishops have presided over our 
deliberations during the present session, and extending to them our 
expressions of personal regard and Christian affection, we hereby 
commend them, as they enter upon another quadrennial term of 
arduous® Episcopal service, to the prayers and sympathies of the 
whole Church, and to the protection and blessings of Almighty God. 

Resolved, That we hereby cordially reciprocate the liberality and 
Christian kindness extended to us by the various Churches of this 
city who have opened to us their pulpits during the session of this 
Conference. ‘ 

Resolved, That the thanks of the General Conference are due and 
are hereby tendered to Messrs. Perkinpine & Higgins for the valu- 
able services rendered in taking charge of the mail matter belonging 
to members of this body, and for many kindnesses and courtesies 
extended to us during our session. 

A resolution of thanks was also passed to the Trustees of Union 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the other churches used for the 
purposes of the Conference. 


The Journal of the present session was read and ap- 
proved preparatory to a final adjournment. 

Thomas M. Eddy then moved that the General Conter- 
ence do now adjourn sine die, with appropriate religious 
exercises under the direction of the Chair, and the 
motion prevailed. 

Bishop Janes said that he was requested by his col- 
leagues to reciprocate the expression of fraternal re- 
gard, and also to express their united desires and 
prayers for the personal happiness of the members of 
the General Conference, and for their success in their 
future ministry, and that they might be returned to 
their homes and to their work in safety and in com- 
fort. He desired to express their satisfaction that so 
many of the delegates had remained until the time of 
final adjournment, and that they had so nearly if not 
entirely finished all the business brought before them 
during the session. He knew of no record previously 
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May 27. where there has been such. an entire completion of the 
Te” work of the General Conference as they had made here 
to-day. 

He was also requested by the Bishops who belonged 
to the Board at the time of the commencement of the 
session to express their great satisfaction with the 

‘ colleagues which had been selected for them, to whom 
they had taken an early opportunity of expressing 
their high regard and satisfaction in their election. 

With these expressions of acknowledgment for their 
courtesy, and expressions of interest in their welfare, 
he would invite them to unite in singing the Doxology 
and in prayer. 

The Doxology was then sung, and Rey. Aaron 
Wood led the devotions of the Conference in prayer. 
The venerable senior bishop, Thomas A. Morris, then 
pronounced the Benediction, and the delegates, after 
mutual expressions of farewell, separated to take their 
way to their several fields of labor, scattered all over 
the loyal States of the American Union. 

THOMAS A. MORRIS, 
EDMUND §&. JANES, 
LEVI SCOTT, 
MATTHEW SIMPSON, » 
OSMON OC. BAKER, 
EDWARD R. AMES, 
DAVIS W. CLARK, 
EDWARD THOMSON, 
CALVIN KINGSLEY, 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Wim L. Harris, Secretary. 

Guorcre W. Wooprvrr, 

Henry Brownscomsz, 

Kaspar P. Jurvis, Assistant Secretaries. 

James Hii, 

Ricuarp W. Kreger, 


Afternoon. 


OP EN Dy POM 





A, |.—Journal, page 73. 
ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 


TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE MeErHopist EPIscopA CHURCH. 


Ruverenp anp Duar Bruersren,—Grace, mercy, and peace be mul- 
tiplied unto you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In your character as ministers of Christ, and, still more, as the 
chosen representatives of large bodies of ministers of Christ, we have 
the sur€& guarantee that you recognize the hand of God in all human 
affairs, and we therefore do but obey an impulse common to our- 
selves and you, when we say, that we should gratefully and adoringly 
acknowledge the good providence of God, which, during a quadrennium 
of unexampled turmoil and excitement, has been exercised so wonder- 
fully over the nation, and over the churches in the loyal states, espe 
cially our own Church, and over us, and which has now brought us 
together in General Conference at the time and place designated, and 
under circumstances so auspicious. 

Charged with the solemn and momentous duty of conserving the 
polity of the Methodist Episcopal Church,as to its fundamental prin- 
ciples, and invested with full powers, under specified restrictions, to 
revise her discipline, and to make rules and regulations to increase her 
efficiency, “in spreading Scripture holiness over these lands,” you 
have need of large measures of that “wisdom that is from above.” 
How assuring and consoling, especially when under the pressure of 
high and responsible official trusts, to know that God giveth this wis- 
dom liberally, and upbraideth not, to all men who, conscious of their 
need, ask him in faith nothing wavering. 

Since the close of the last General Conference ten of our fellow- 


_ laborers, who shared the fellowship of that body, have finished their 


earthly career and gone to their reward. They are: Anthony Bewley, 
John T. Mitchell, Benjamin F. Sprague, James Q. Hammond, Johii 
K. Gillett, Benjamin Griffin, James Floy, John Dempster, Gordon 
Battelle, and Zachariah Comnell. The future is known only to Him 
who sees the end from the beginning. He only knows who and how 
many of your present number will in the coming four years close up 
the affairs of probationary life and pass away to the retributions of 
eternity. How seasonable at all times, but especially when yoke- 
fellows are stricken down at our side, is the admonition of our Lord: 
“Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
man cometh ?” eit 
It is our painful duty to announce in this connection the death of 
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Rey. Francis Burns, Missionary Bishop in Africa, and the first and 
only officer of that class ever appointed by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He died peacefully, in Baltimore, on the eighteenth day of 


April, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three. In his death our 


missions in Africa have, to all human appearance, suffered an irrepar- 
able loss. But God seeth not as man seeth. He lays aside the 
workmen, but carries on his work. “So neither is he that planteth 
anything, neither he that watereth,” nor, we may add, he that over- 
seeth, “ but God that giveth the increase.” “ He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord,” : 

The times in which you are assembled are unprecedented. A 
“mystery of iniquity,” which was working at the date of your last 
session, and which had been working for many years, broke forth in 
April, 1861, in a gigantic, thoroughly organized, and most defiant rebell- 
ion against the authority of the General Government, and the integrity 
and life of the Federal Union. ‘The collisions resulting inevitably 
from this unnatural and wicked rebellion have laid waste large por- 
tions of our once fair and beautiful heritage, have sent tens @f thou- 
sands to a patriot’s or a traitor’s grave, and have filled the land with 
lamentation and mourning. The rebellion still rages, but, we are 
‘happy to say, with lessening hopes and diminishing resources.” 

In this great crisis of our national affairs, it gives us pleasure to 
announce that the Methodist Episcopal Church has proved herself to 
be eminently loyal. Taking her stand on the sure teachings of the 
New Testament, and on our Twenty-third Article of Religion, with its 
appended note, as the true platform of Christian loyalty, and utterly 
ignoring all partisan political platforms, she has given to the Federal 
Government her most decided support. Nor has this support been 
confined to resolutions of approval and sympathy, adopted by all the 
Annual Conferences, nor to large contributions in money, or its 
equivalent, for various purposes connected with the war; but her 
members in large numbers, and many of her ministers, have flocked 
to the national standard, and have fought side by side with brother 
patriots on every battle-field of this dreadful war. 

It was naturally to be apprehended that, in a crisis of public affairs 
so dreadful, and during the pendency of a civil war the most gigantic 
and the most fearful known to history, the Churches in the loyal states, 
and especially the Methodist Episcopal Church, among the most loyal 
of those Churches, would be greatly embarrassed in their action and 
limited in the results of their labor. But we are happy to say that, 
however it may have been with other Churches, this natural forebod 
ing has not been, to any considerable extent, realized in relation to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. On the contrary, she has gone for- 
ward in her legitimate work with little interruption and with surpris- 
ing prosperity. The Annual Conferences have held all their sessions 
at the times and, with two exceptions—the Missouri and the Kentucky 
——at the places designated; the organization of the districts and the 
pastoral charges, with a few exceptions on the extreme war-border, 
has remained intact, while in nearly all our leading interests there has 
been a most cheering and even wonderful progress, 
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The proof of the latter part of this statement is found in the statis- 
tics as published in the General Minutes, and in Reports of Boards of 
Management, and of the Book Agents. The statistics of 1863 present 
the following results: Members and probationers, 923,394; traveling 
preachers, 6,788; local preachers, 8,156; churches, 9,480; probable 
value, $20,830,554; parsonages, 2,853; probable value, $2,790,150 ; 
amount collected for conference claimants, $66,410; for Missionary 
Society, $399,073; for Tract Society, $12,534; for American Bible 
Society, $55,685 ; for Sunday-School Union, $11,633 ; Sunday-Schools, 
13,008 ; officers and teachers, 146,967; scholars, 732,592; volumes 
in library, 2,800,783. 

These statistics, as compared with those of 1859, show, on the one 
hand, that there has been a falling off in the number of members and 
probationers of 50,951; in the number of traveling preachers of 89; 
and in the amount collected for the Tract Society of $3,070. On the 
other hand, that there has been an increase of 252 local preachers; of 
124 churches, and of $2,007,914 in their probable value; of 318 par- 
sonages, and of $362,982 in their probable value; of $6,859 in the 
amount collected for conference claimants; of $150,740 in the amount 
collected for the Missionary Society; of $15,655 in the amount col- 
lected for the American Bible Society; and of $461 in the amount’ 
collected for the Sunday-School Union. Also of 1,253 Sunday-schools ; 
of 7,668 officers and teachers; of 101,584 scholars; and of 114,103 
volumes in library. In a word, of the sixteen items embraced in our 
statistical reports, there has been decrease in three, increase in thirteen. 

The falling off in the amount collected for the Tract Society stands 
as a solitary and strange exception in the list of our benevolent con- 
tributions. It may be accounted for in part, perhaps, by the fact that 
in furnishing religious reading matter for our soldiers our people have 
contributed a large amount of funds which have not gone through the 
treasury of that society. Yet we cannot but fear that the claims of 
this great interest are not sufficiently appreciated by our people, or 
that the preachers have failed to lay these claims suitably before 
them. 

The other two items of decrease, named above, may be accounted 
for, partly by the secession of ministers and members in the Virginia 
portion of the Baltimore Conference, growing out of dissatisfaction 
with the earnest antislavery principles of our Church, and partly from 
the dispersion of a number of our societies in the Border Slave States, 
If, moreover, we consider the large numbers of our people and of our 
ministers who, in various capacities, have gone into the war, the many 
who have fallen in battle, and have died in camps and in hospitals, 
and the agitations that have existed in our home communities, it is 
only wonderful that the decrease has not been much greater. But 
what shall we say of the many items of increase disclosed in the sta- 
tistics, and of the large measures of increase presented in many of 
those items? Whatever other explanation may be given, we feel 
gompelled to say, “It is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes.” 

TThe missionary interest of the Church was never in sO prosperous & 
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condition as at present. The item of progress named in the statistics 
is only one of many. No mission-field has been abandoned, no mis- 
sionary has been called home on account of the war. On the contrary, 
our foreign missions have been strengthened by an increase of both 
ministerial and lay laborers, and our home work. much extended, 
especially in the new territories. The first shock of the rebellion, 
indeed, awakened apprehension and suggested caution. And, while 
the General Missionary Committee and Board made all the usual 
appropriations for the support of the foreign and home work, an appeal 
was made to the conferences to relinquish, as far as they could with 
safety to the work, the amounts appropriated for the support of the 
domestic missions within their bounds. This appeal was nobly 
responded to by the conferences, some relinquishing the whole, others 
a.part of these appropriations. The crisis was thus passed in safety ; 
and the contributions of the Church not only continuing, but, in the 
wonderful providence of God, greatly increasing, the appropriations 
to both the foreign and home fields have also been much enlarged. 
The General Committee and Board, at their meeting in November 
last, appropriated for the support of the missionary work at home and 
abroad $425,984 14—a larger sum, by $125,984 14, than was ever 
appropriated for a single year before; and, judging from the collec. 
tions already made, the indications are that the Church will not only. 
meet this enlarged demand upon her liberality, but go beyond it. 

The Foreign Missions are generally in a state of most cheering 
prosperity ; and while there is much to encourage in the home field, 
there is, the times considered, nothing to depress. For details we 
refer you to the reports. 

The lamented death of Bishop Burns will impose upon the General 
Conference the solemn duty of considering what is to be done to 
secure an adequate episcopal supervision of that work. 

The Sunday-school cause, despite all untoward circumstances grow- 
ing out of the times, has not only held its own, but has during the last 
four years largely adyanced in every particular. Details will be 
found in the reports. 

Although the contributions for the Tract Society are not so great 
as they were four years ago, yet that fact is not to be regarded as a 
fair exponent of its present condition. The list of tracts has been 
extended; and while the benevolent ministries of the Society have 
been continued in the home populations, it has found a field of most 
encouraging enterprise in the armies of the Union. 

The reports will all be before you, and you will, without doubt, take 
such action.as may be demanded to render this great agency of 
Christian culture still more effective. 

At the breaking out of the rebellion much apprehension was felt, 
that our noble Book Concern would be disastrously affected by the 
state of things foreseen to be coming on. But. God has been better 
to.us than our fears. While the old fields of its labors became, to 
some extent, less productive than before, new and fruitful fields were 
opened to the enterprise and energy of the Agents, and we have the 
pleasure of announcing the cheering fact that this great interest, was 
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never in a more healthy and prosperous condition than it is to-day. 
It is not only able to meet all its liabilities and to carry on its 
extended operations, but the Agents at New York found themselves 
able to make to the Conferences dividends, which had been discon- 
tinued for several years. Last year they divided four hundred 
dollars to each of the Annual Conferences, amounting to nearly 
twenty thousand dollars, and the same amount is continued for the 
present year. 

Our periodicals are, upon the whole, doing well. No one of them 
has been discontinued on account of the times. Even The Central, 
published in Missouri, though hard pressed and reduced in size, has 
been kept up, and its veteran editor, full of youthful vigor in old age, 
has battled manfully for God and his country. They are all loyal to 
the Church and to the Union, and have done good service to both. 

The cause of Education, under the patronage of our Church, like all 
other good causes in our afllieted country, felt injuriously the first 
shock of the rebellion. - But it has gradually recovered, and is now 
generally in a healthy and prosperous condition. 

in our Address to the General Conference four years ago we 
advised some action to restrain our people and the Annual Conferences 
from multiplying colleges and universities beyond the real demand’ 
for them, and above the ability to give them character and effective- 
ness. We iterate this reeoommendation; yet we cannot but suspect 
that the evil complained of is beyond the control of the General 
Conference. Neither our people nor the Annual Conferences will 
brook the restraint, and botk must be turned over to the sterner and 
more inexorable authority ef results. Indeed, there is a hesitancy, 
at least a tardiness, to bow even to this authority. For results, one 
would think, are sufficiently developed to admonish and restrain them. 
How many of our universities or colleges are adequately endowed? 
Are not our educational enterprises generally struggling more or less 
with pecuniary embarrassments? And are not public collections in 
the churches even sometimes resorted to, to meet the current demands ? 
Hither we now have more educational institutions than are really 
demanded, or than our people are able suitably to sustain, or our 
men of means are sleeping over an interest the magnitude of which 
they do not appreciate or are not willing to recognize. 

All, however, is not dark. Particular chairs have been endowed in 
several of our colleges by the princely contributions of individuals, 
and a commendable zeal is rising in many places to free our colleges 
and schools from debt. We commend this whole subject to the care- 
ful regards of the Conference. 

The Biblical Schools continue their operations, though with slightly 
diminished numbers. In the Garrett Biblical Institute the death of 
Dr. Dempster, so long and so favorably known to the Church, has 
created a vacancy not yet filled. The trustees consulted with the 
bishops, who judged best that the election should be deterred until the 
close of your session. We embrace this opportunity to say that, in 
our judgment, these schools should*"be kept under the careful super- 
vision of the Church. No watchfulness can be too great when the 


278 Journal of the General Conference, 1864. {A, I. 


theology and discipline of the Church are subjects for discussion and 
instruction. In some denominations the professors are elected by the 
highest ecclesiastical councils. We doubt whether any institution 
should be intrusted with the training of so many young ministers 
where the Church has not a power of strict supervision over it. 

On a survey of the pastoral work we are moved to exclaim, “ The 
best of all is, God is with us!” This was the dying shout of our 
founder, and despite the rebellion and the excitements and agitations 
of the war, it still resounds in our churches. God has not forgotten 
to be gracious. His presence is mightily felt in our assemblies, and 
he has crowned the labors of his faithful servants with numerous and, 
in many instances, powerful revivals. The revival columns of our 
papers have seldom been more rich and encouraging in their details 
than of late. 

The General Conference at its last session issued an order requir 
ing the preachers in charge and the bishops to lay the subject of Lay 
Representation in the General Conference before the male members 
of the Church and before the Annual Conferences, prescribing certain 
rules for the government of the proceeding, and requesting the bish 
ops to report the results of these several votes to this body. That 
-order has been carried out, and the results of the several votes, as 
officially certified by the secretaries of the several Annual Confer- 
ences, excepting the Kentucky, are as follows: Of the ministers there 
were 1,338 votes for, 3,069 against; of the male members, 28,884 
‘for, 47,855 against ; showing a majority against Lay Representation 
in the General Conference of 1,731 ministers, and of 18,971 male 
members. The subject was laid before the Kentucky Conference, but 
the presiding bishop has failed to obtain from the secretary a certified 
copy of the vote. Nor has any certified copy of the vote of the male 
members in the Baltimore and Kentucky Conferences, if such vote was 
taken, come to hand. 

The last General Conference recommended the subject of the for- 
mation of German Annual Conferences to the serious consideration of 
the different Annual Conferences with which the German work is con- 
nected. The journals of those conferences will show what action has 
been taken by them in relation to this important measure. We re- 
spectfully suggest that the subject claims the serious attention of the 
Conference before adopting the measure proposed. | 

The progress of the Federal arms has thrown open to the loyal 
Churches of the Union large and inviting fields of Christian enterprise 
and labor, In the cultivation of these fields it is natural and reason- 
able to expect that the Methodist Episcopal Church should occupy a 
prominent position. She occupied these fields once. Her net-work of 
conferences, districts, and pastoral charges, spread over them all: all, 
indeed, both within and beyond the Federal lines. For nineteen years . 
they have been in the occupancy of the Methodist. Episcopal Church 
South, to the wrongful exclusion of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
But her days of exclusive occupancy are ended. The wall of partition 
is broken down by that very power whose dreadful ministry was 
invoked to strengthen it, And now, the way being open for the return 
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of the Methodist Episcopal Church, it is but natural that she should 
re-enter those fields and once more realize her unchanged title as “the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States of America.” She 
ought never to have been excluded from any portion of the territory of 
the United States; she ought never to have consented, on any ground, 
to such exclusion. And now that the providence of God has opened 
her way, she should not be disobedient to her heavenly calling, but 
should return at the earliest practicable period. 

But how? This is the great question. And while we defer for 
the full answer to the wisdom of the General Conference, we feel 
that we ought to say that she should enter those fields as she enters all 
fields: she should enter preaching Christ and him crucified to all 
classes of people, laboring with all her might to bring sinners to 
repentance and to build up believers in that holiness without which no 
man can see the Lord, and welcoming back such ministers and mem- 
bers as were cut off from her communion without their voluntary act. 
Yet it is our solemn judgment that none should be admitted to her 
fellowship who are either slaveholders or are tainted with treason. 

We suggest such a change in the Discipline as will permit the recog- 
nition of such members and ministers as it may be proper to receive 
into the Church. 

We may add to what is here said, that the bishops, at their meeting 
in November last, arranged among themselves to have the southern 
territory then within the Federal lines explored, with a view to making 
such temporary arrangements as might be found to be practicable for 
the supply of the spiritual needs of the forsaken people. The bishops 
have made the exploration more or less thoroughly, either by personal 
visitation or correspondence, and have temporarily appointed a few 
preachers. , 

We deem it proper to call attention to the section in the Discipline 
in relation to our colored membership. The provision adopted by 
the General Conference in 1856, though an advance on former legisla- 
tion, is not, we believe, sufficient to meet the necessities of the colored 
people. The time has now come, in our judgment, when the General 
Conference should carefully consider what measures can be adopted to 
give increased efficiency to our Church among them. 

The last General Conference requested the bishops to appoint a 
committee of seven, to be denominated a Committee of Correspond- 
ence, on the subject of the centennial celebration of American Method- 
ism. Before leaving the seat of the Conference we appointed Rev. 
Charles Elliott, D. D., Lee Claflin, Esq., Henry Slicer, D. D., F. G. 
Hibbard, D. D., John Evans, M. D., J. M. Trimble, D. D., Hon. Jas. 
Bishop. We also fixed the time and place for their first meeting, and 
gave due notice of the same. But’ we learn that, owing to various 
causes, the committee failed to meet, and have not since acted. We 
consider the subject worthy the early and earnest attention of the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The bishops recognize with devout gratitude the good hand of their 
heavenly Father in preserving them during the last four years in gen- 
‘eral good health, and in enabling them to meet, it is trusted, the 
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essential needs of the Church. They have, with two exceptions, held 
all the Annual Conferences on both sides of the continent, according to 
the Plans of Visitation from time to time adopted, and have responded 
to all the other multiplied exactions of their office as they were able. 
Besides, in the summer of 1861 Bishop Janes visited our missions in 
Germany and Scandinavia, and presided in the German Mission Con- 
ference; and Bishop Ames, in the summer of last year, visited Denver 
City and vicinity and organized the Rocky Mountain Conference, 
according to the resolution of the last General Conference. Their 
administration will come before you in the journals of the Annual 
Conferences. It will be a satisfaction for them to know that it meets 
your approval, and yet their confidence in your wisdom and integrity 
assures them that you will faithfully correct whatever you may find 
amiss. 

We must not close this address without expressing our high gratifi 
cation at the presence in our midst of honored brethren from the 
British and Irish Wesleyan Conferences, and from other branches of 
the great Methodist family. To these brethren beloved we extend a 
hearty fraternal greeting and a most cordial welcome. We regard 
their presence among us at this juncture as the sure pledge, not only © 
of the continued unity of Methodism in this and the lands which they 
severally represent, but also of continued friendly relations between 
this country and England, despite the embarrassments of these dread- 
ful times. We trust that these brethren will find their sojourn among 
us both pleasant and profitable, and that they may be returned to their 
homes, and the fellowship of the several communions which they here 
represent, in safety and in peace. 

And now, brethren, we commend you to God and to the word of 
his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an inherit 
ance among all them which are sanctified. 

T. A. Morris, 
E. 8S. Janus, 
L. Scorr, 

M. Simpson, 
O. C. Baxer, 
E. R. Ames. 
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A, I].—Journal, pages 22, 97, 124. 
SERMON BY BISHOP MORRIS. 


[PREACHED BY REQUEST OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, BEFORE THAT Bopy, 
PHILADELPHIA, May 10, 1864.] 


BEFoRE commencing his sermon Bishop Morris said: “To pre- 
vent misunderstanding, I beg to be indulged in a brief explanation. 
In the preamble and resolution requesting this service allusion was 
made to the completion of the fiftieth year of my ministry. For- 
tunately for me, it did not say my ¢tinerant ministry. I was 
received into the Methodist Church on trial, as a penitent seeker, 

‘in August, 1813, but did not find a full evidence of pardon and 
adoption until Christmas of the same year. I was licensed to 
preach the Gospel on the second day of April, 1814, and I have 
been preaching all that I have been able to preach from that day 
to the present time. I was employed as a traveling preacher by 
my presiding elder in 1815, and was received into the Ohio Con- 
ference in 1816. It will thus be seen that it is my ministry in gen- 
eral, and not my itinerant ministry, that has been of fifty years’ 
duration.” 

SERMON, 

AS FOR ME, THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, SAITH THE LorD; My Sprriv THAT 

IS UPON THEE, AND MY WORDS WHICH I HAVE PUT IN THY MOUTH, SHALL NOT DEPART 


OUT OF THY MOUTH, NOR OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THY SEED, NOR OUT OF THE MOUTH 
OF THY SEED’S SEED, SAITH THE LORD, FROM HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER.—Isaiah 


lix, 21. 

A covenant is an agreement between parties, with certain stipu- 
lations by which the parties are bound. The parties in this case 
are the Lord and his believing people. ‘‘ And the Redeemer shall 
come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, 
saith the Lord. As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the 
Lord.” “This is my covenant” with the members of Zion—with 
God’s believing people—“ saith the Lord; My Spirit that is upon 
thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and 
forever.” i 

Our blessed Lord, when about to leave his disciples and ascend 
into heaven, promised that he would give them “another Com- 
forter that should abide with them forever ;” and in another place 
he said: ‘‘ But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, He shall testify of me;” so that the Holy Ghost, 
vouchsafed to the Church of God through all the successive ages 
of the Christian dispensation, is given to believers. We think that 
the Spirit spoken of in the text, however, has reference to the dis- 
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position of the new hearts of God’s believing and saved people, and 
which is to be perpetuated among them and their posterity to the 
end of time. This promise is not restricted to any one branch of 
the Christian Church. Iam very far from believing that all the 
good people in the world are in our Church. I believe there are 
many as good in other denominations. We make no opposition to 
any living branch of the Church of Christ; yet we shall take the 
liberty on this occasion to speak more especially of our own 
denomination, as being more immediately identified with it, and 
best acquainted with its history. 

The first Methodist Society was formed in England in 1739, 
nearly one hundred and twenty-five years ago. Since that the 
Society has branched out all over England, Ireland, Wales, and 
Scotland, and, by missionary enterprise, has reached some of the 
heathen mations of the earth. The first American Society was 
organized in 1766, ninety-eight years ago. In two years from this - 
time we shall be celebrating the centenary of American Methodism, 
and we hope and pray for a time of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord. 

Methodism has become a great power on both sides of the 
Atlantic, and it is well worth while to inquire what is the secret 
of this great success. To take in the whole subject in one brief 
discourse is simply out of the question. We propose to speak 
to-day on one topic, namely, the Spirit of Methodism—that is our 
topic. 


J. Ann, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE Sprrit or MeErnopisM IS THE 
Spirit or TRuru. 

Pilate, the Roman governor, said to our blessed Lord while 
under examination, “ What is truth?” Of course, our Saviour did 
not condescend to answer the question in that connection; but he 
did answer it in another connection. When praying for his dis- 
ciples he said: ‘Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is 
truth.” Here it is, brethren, the Bible is truth—the basis of civil 
government, the standard of morals, of doctrine, of experience, and 
of practice; the standard from which there is no appeal. And the 
view of Bible truth, received and taught by the Methodist Church, 
is at once brief and comprehensive. It embraces all that is essen- 
tial to salvation. The doctrine of the fall of man, of the redemption 
of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, of the gift and operations 
of the Holy Spirit, to enlighten us, to ennoble us, and to dispose us 
to the exercise of repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ; the doctrines of justification by faith, of regen- 
eration by the power of the Holy Spirit; the doctrine of holiness 
or sanctification; the doctrine of perseverance, or continuance in 
well-doing; the doctrines of the immortality of the soul, the resur- 
rection of the body, the general judgment, and eternal rewards and 
punishments in heaven and hell: these are the great outlines of 
the system, and at the same time it is brief and comprehensive. 
It omits, among other things which are merely speculative, the old 
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doctrine of predestination of individuals to life and death, on the 
one hand; and on the other hand, Arianism, and Socinianism, and 
Pelagianism, and Unitarianism, and Swedenborgianism, and Uni- 
“versalism, and Mormonism, and all similar forms of semi-infidelity. 
Now the Churches formerly called Orthodox, but now more gener- 
ally called Evangelical, embrace in their creeds the five points of 
Calvinism, namely: Total Depravity ; Particular Election; Partial 
Redemption ; Effectual Calling ; Infallible Perseverance. ‘And fifty 
years ago the Church that did not subscribe to these points of 
doctrine was scarcely recognized as a Church of God. 

But Methodism came along and shed light upon these dark 
points. She presented her five points, which we think are better 
than theirs, namely: First, all men are sinners. Second, all men 
are redeemed. Third, all men are called. Fourth, as many as obey 
the call are chosen. Fifth, of those chosen such as endure to the 
-end shall be saved. . 

We do not propose.to discuss either of these five points of either 
system, but we name them only to reach general results; and we 
say that Methodist doctrine has fixed a deep and lasting and gen- 
eral impression upon the Protestant Christianity of the times, and 
has greatly modified the views of other branches of the Christian 
Church. Allow us here to inquire, Do you know any Church in 
these days where the five points of Calvinism are plainly and point- 
edly and fully taught? If you do, you know more than we do. 
But, on the other hand, the five points of Methodism in substance 
are preached in most of the evangelical Churches, and the people 
joyfully receive them, and subscribe to them generally. 


I. Tue Spreir or Meruopism 1s tue Spreiv or Revrvat. 

That is, the spirit of reanimation. To revive is to reanimate, to 
bring to life that which was dead. A state of sin and unbelief is a 
‘state of spiritual death; but a state of faith and salvation is a state 
of spiritual life; and hence the Apostle to the Ephesians said, 
** And you hath he quickened,” brought to life, ‘‘ who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.” And again, “the law of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” 
But, brethren, when we speak of revival in this connection we 
have no reference to the revival of dogmas and rituals, but to a 
revival in the sense of spiritual life. And in:this regard Method- 
ism has taken an advanced position, and is leading on the sacra- 
mental hosts of God’s elect. 

Before we had the light of Methodism, if a man spoke of know- 
ing that his sins were forgiven he was called ignorant, deluded, 
and fanatical; but now there are thousands who can bear witness 
to this truth without fear. Before the light of Methodism dawned 
upon the Churches you might have selected many who were 
regarded as good men from those denominations deemed orthodox ; 
but what could they tell about their religious experience? They usu- 
ally said, when questioned upon this subject, If I was converted it 
was because I could not help it; if I enjoy religion I do not know it; 
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‘if I have it I cannot lose it; and if I lose it I never had it. This 
was about the sum and substance of their Christian experience. 
But it is not so now, brethren. There are multitudes of men, not 
only in our Church, but in all the Evangelical Churches, who can 
give a clear and scriptural account of their conversion. Most of 
them can tell you the time when, the place where, and the outward 
circumstances under which they passed from death unto life. They 
will inform you that they were converted, not because they could not 
help it, but when they desired this blessing. When they earnestly 
prayed to our Lord Jesus Christ to bestow it upon them they 
received it, and having now obtained it, they can say, “ whereas 
I was blind I now see.” ‘We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren.” ‘He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself” Because they 
are sons, they can say, “God hath sent forth the spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father ;” and that “the Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.” 

Here, then, is advancement in the spirit of revivals, and we 
rejoice in it. 


TI. Tur Sprrrr or Mernopism 1s THE Sprrir oF ENTERPRISE. 

We did not wait for the people to become Christians, and to 

organize themselves into Churches, and to erect houses of wor- 
ship, and then call us to their pulpits; but we went out into the 
highways and hedges, into destitute. places, both in the rural dis- 
‘tricts and the suburbs of cities. We went not only where Christ 
was named, but we went to the regions beyond, and pointed sin- 
ners to the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world, 
and warned them to flee from the wrath to come. The word took 
powerful effect. We saw streams of water break forth in the dry 
places, and the wilderness blossom as the rose. There was a ter- 
rible shaking among the dry bones, and they became covered with 
sinews and flesh, and lived; and in thousands of instances they 
who were not a people became the people of the Lord. We tried 
to execute upon the broadest practicable scale the great commis- 
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
_ In order the better to do this, we formed as many congregations 
as possible and called them circuits, and sent out laborers two by two 
as Christ sent out his disciples. One was the preacher in charge, 
and the other was his colaborer and assistant. The circuits usually 
consisted of from twenty-four to forty congregations. 

The first three circuits which I traveled embraced from twenty- 
eight to forty appointments, all of which were to be reached ever 
twenty-eight days. To do this required a journey of at least three 
hundred miles on each of these circuits; and this journey was not 
performed by railroad, nor in the mail-coach, nor in the private 
carriage, gliding smoothly over the graveled pike, but upon horse- 
back, and over roads that would now be generally regarded as 
almost impassible; and yet, so far were we from curtailing these 
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plans and endeavoring to relieve ourselves. of these burdens, we 
were continually on the lookout for chances to enlarge our work. 
If we heard of any neighborhood that was destitute of the Gospel 
we went directly to it and talked with the people; and if one man 
in the settlement would open his house for preaching we made it 
an appointment, and the next time we came around we were there. 
When we had an appointment we filled it, not if it was convenient, 
or if the weather was pleasant, and we could do it without sacrifice, 
but ahoays, unless providential circumstances over which we had 
no control prevented us. If we wanted to gather a congregation 
we had to be punctual, and if we wanted to hold a congregation 

~we could not disappoint them. When the streams were swollen 
we sometimes found great difficulty in crossing them. If we could 
find a bridge or a boat it was well; but if we could not we com- 
mitted ourselves to Providence, and, plunging in with our horse, 
forded or swam the stream. This is what’ we mean by the spirit 
of enterprise. 


IV. Tue Spreir or Meruvonism 1s THE Spreir or Sacririce. 

Ours was a citizen ministry, called forth from different avoca- 
tions. Some were lawyers, some physicians, some teachers, some 
mechanics, some merchants, and some were farmers, who were 
converted and called of God to the work of the ministry. They 
were received and educated, not for the ministry, but. im the min- 
istry, and connected the study and practice of theology together. 

These men, coming from the people, were sent back to the 
people to preach, not the technicalities of the schools, but the 
Gospel of the Grace of God in plain unvarnished language, which 
the people well understood, and the effect was glorious. 

But where was the sacrifice? asks one. I answer, They sacri- 
ficed first their secular calling. Whatever they depended upon for 
the support of their families they relinquished, whether it was 
commerce or law or agriculture, or whatever it. may have been. 
They had to promise to devote themselves wholly to God and his 
work. 

In the next place they were called upon to sacrifice their homes. 
We do not say their homes were spacious or elegant, but they 
were homes nevertheless, and contained all of earth that. was dear 
to them, and, much or little, they had to be sacrificed for this 
itinerant ministry, and we became pilgrims and sojourners, as all 
our fathers were; and all this under the old quarterage rule, with 
small prospect of a support. 

No provision was made for houses for the preachers. There was 
no estimate for family expenses, and no claim was recognized but 
the quarterage claim,,and. we were fortunate if half of that. was 
received. 

For the first, twelve years of my itinerant. ministry, with my wife 
and two children, I kept an exact. account, of my expenses. and 
receipts, and the controlling rule with us was, not to buy what. we 
wanted, but only what we could not do without. I credited the 
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Church not only what I received from the stewards, but also all 
I received for marriage fees and in private presents. At the end 
of the twelve years I struck the average, and found that during 
that time I had received one hundred and sixty-six dollars, sixty-six 
and two third cents per annum. With this I had to buy horses, 
pay house rent, meet all expenses of feeding, clothing, and educat- 
ing the children, and pay all our charities; that is to say, in so far 
as these receipts came short of meeting our bills, the balance came 

‘out of our private means. We say, then, that the spirit of Method- 
ism is the spirit of sacrifice. 


V. Tue Spier or Mernopism 1s THE Spirit oF Progress. 

I allude more particularly in this to numerical progress. 

When I joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 1813, the 
aggregate of her communicants in all the States and Territories, and 
in Upper Canada, and upon the whole continent of America, was less 
than one quarter of a million. I think it was about two hundred 
and thirty-six thousand. . Now our organization proper, after 
deducting our brethren in Canada, who left us quietly and for good 
reasons connected with their civil institutions; and the Protestant 
Methodists, who left us for reasons satisfactory to themselves; and 
the “True Wesleyan” organization, who left us on account of 
slavery; and our brethren in the South, who left us on account of 
the irrepressible conflict, and who took away nearly two thousand 
traveling preachers and near a half million of members; after 
deducting all these, we have now in our own organization a frac- 
tion less than one million. 

Then we have a little problem for the mathematician. If one 
quarter of a million of Methodists produced during the past fifty 
years one million of members, what will one million produce in 
fifty years to come? The answer is, four millions. But this is 
only a part of the question, as you will perceive, for the quarter of 
a million of fifty years ago was the nucleus not only of our own 
denomination, but of all the Methodist organizations upon the Con- 
tinent, which now, taken with our own Church, will probably 
approximate two millions. This taken into consideration the ques- 
tion will assume this form: If a quarter of a million in fifty years 
past has produced two millions, what will two millions produce in 
fifty years to come? The answer is, sixteen millions. 

But pray, says one, “ How do you know that this will be so 2” 
I answer, I did not say that we know it will; but in this calcula- 
tion we follow the example of the statesman, who will take the 
official record or census, and, ascertaining what was the popula- 
tion at a given time, he will compute the accessions for each decade, 
and tell you what population may be expected, say at the end of 
the century. 

Now what we claim is that our figures are just as reliable as 
theirs, and if they can give the proximate number of the popula- 
tion we can do the same of Methodism. ; 
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_ VI. Tue Sprrir or Mrrvopism is ram Spreir or IMPROVEMENT. 

I know of no better word to cover the numerous items I wish 
to name. 

For example: The general style of living among our people has 
greatly changed—I know most about the Western States, where 
I was born and brought up, and from whence I have hailed, for 
seventy years—and I speak that I do know, and testify that I have 
seen, when I say that fifty years ago in all the Western States our 
people, as a general thing, lived in log huts of rude construction, 
with clap-board roof and puncheon floors. 

These cabins generally had but one apartment, which answered 
for kitchen and dining-room, sitting-room and parlor, library and 
dormitory, class-room and chapel. 

I have gone into the loft of these cabins many times in the 
severest winter weather, where there was no fire, and slept with 
nothing overhead but the thin roof, and a few logs around me, 
large openings between them, and with the covering very scant, 
and have often arisen in the morning to find my bed covered with 
snow. I have, in many instances, taken my pillow and placed it 
across my feet, and placed my coat over that, not merely to pre- 
vent suffering with cold, but to keep from freezing stiff. 

Now our people live in large and commodious houses, conven- 
iently arranged and well furnished. 

When we look back fifty years to our puncheon floors and clap- 
board roofs, tin cups, and pewter plates and spoons, and then look 
at the carpets, and sideboards, and cushioned chairs, and silver 
tea sets which we now have, we hardly know ourselves, yet our 
consciousness tells us that we are the same people, though under 
different circumstances. 

How was it with regard to our churches? There were none 
hardly deserving the name, and what we had were mostly built of 
logs, and these were like angels’ visits, “few and far between.” 
Now we have as many and as comfortable churches as any de- 
nomination in the land. Indeed, the statistics of the census credit 
us with more money invested in church property than any other 
denomination. 

How about our Sunday-schools? I answer, fifty years ago 
we had none. It may seem strange to you, but it is as true as 
preaching that I had been a traveling preacher four years before 
I had seen a Sabbath-school. The first I saw was at Zanesville, 
Ohio, and was in connection with a Presbyterian Church. I vis- 
ited it, and thought it a good thing; and as we had none I took 
my little daughter, now in heaven, and led her to the superintend- 
ent, who kindly welcomed her to the school. 

Now we have these schools by thousands, teachers by tens of 
thousands, and scholars by hundreds of thousands. 

But how about our tracts in those days? I answer, we had 
none, or next to none. Now they are scattered broadcast through 
all the land. 

How about our periodicals? I answer, we had none. Now we 
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have many, and our religious weeklies are scattered from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific. Then we had few books, except such as 
were imported from England; but now we are not ashamed to 
compare our Methodist. Book Concern with any religious publish- 
ing house in America, _ 

How about our educational institutions? I answer, we had no 
public institutions of learning. Private members may have taught 
private schools, but. we had no schools under the control of the 
Church. Now we have about thirty colleges for young men, two 
biblical institutions for young ministers; while of seminaries and 
academies and female colleges we have more than one hundred. 
Here, surely, is improvement. 2 

But what about our missionary cause? I answer, we had no 
missionary society in those days. In regard to this I beg a little 
indulgence, and to be heard with some degree of particularity. 
When I was on the Marietta Circuit, from 1816 to 1818, I had in 
my society in Marietta a colored man by the name of Stewart. 
He was an exemplary man, and prayed in our prayer-meetings. 
He was industrious and economical, and had earned the means to 
buy good clothes, a horse and saddle, and had pocket. money 
besides. 

In the fall of 1817 he suddenly and mysteriously disappeared. - 
He was not in debt or in trouble that we knew of, and we could 
not in any way account for his disappearance. Early next spring 
he returned, and came straight to my house, and. gave an account 
of himself during his absence. 

In the fall of 1817 it was impressed upon his mind that it was 
his duty to go in a northwest direction from Marietta and deliver 
a& message to some people, he knew not to whom. At first he 
tried to shake off the impression, but failing in this, he mounted 
his horse and started. 

If he got further to the right than his impression indicated. as 
right, he took the first left hand road; if too far to the left, he 
took the first right hand road. In this way he went on till he 
reached the Wyandot Indians, at Upper Sandusky, in Ohio, 
when he said at once this was the people to whom he was sent. 

He went straight to the Indian agent and told him he had a 
message from God to the Indians. The agent,as was very proper, 
demanded his credentials; but:»he had. none, as he was only ‘a pri- 
vate Christian, and had not even his certificate of membership 
with him. Of course he received no encouragement from him, 
but he went to the Indians and talked with them privately, and 
they agreed that he might address as many as would come 
together. Several came together in one of their wigwams, and 
among them another colored man. His name was. Jonathan 
Pointer, and he had formerly lived with my uncle on the Big 
Kanawha River, and was captured in childhood. by the Indians, 
and had learned. the Wyandot language. He served as Stewart’s 
interpreter, and while he talked the Indians wept; and when 
he was through they came around him and said; “preach more,” 
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and he did so, and an adjoining Quarterly Conference took cogni- 
zance of him and licensed him to preach, and by the blessing of 
God he had a great revival among the Indians. 

At the session of the Ohio Conference at Steubenville, in 1818, 
a report of Stewart’s revival among the Indians was presented, 
and Bishop M’Kendree, who was there, said, “We must have 
a mission among the Wyandots.” 

_ But the question was, Where shall the money come from? We 
had no flowing treasury, but the brethren said, we will raise the 
money here and now. 

We raised the money entirely among the preachers, for we then 
sat with closed doors. Some gave five, and some ten dollars, and 
in a few moments money enough was raised to send a missionary 
to the Wyandots. 

In the spring of 1819 the news of these things had reached New 
York, and the brethren there formed the Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Church. They formed it upon a good and broad - 
basis, making all the Annual Conferences auxiliary societies. 

When the Ohio Conference met at Cincinnati in 1819, it ap- 
proved the organization of the Missionary Society, and ordered. 
collections taken up in the several charges. And at Chilicothe, in 
1820, they had a report of the moneys raised for the missionary 
cause, and I recollect that a member inquired, “ What shall we do 
with this missionary money?” After some discussion it was voted 
that the Rev. T. A. Morris be appointed to receive it and forward 
it to New York. 

This gave me the opportunity to know how much there was of 
it. Let it be remembered that the Ohio Conference then embraced 
the whole of the states of Ohio and Michigan, as well as parts of 
Virginia, Kentucky, and Indiana. From all this region the contri- 
butions for the missionary cause were to be aggregated, and all 
came into my hands, and what do you suppose was the amount ? 
It was nineteen dollars and a fraction over. 

Now compare this with the present, and behold the difference. 
In 1863 the treasurer of our Missionary Society received over 
four hundred thousand dollars; and, brethren, I shall be greatly 
disappointed and excessively mortified if in 1864 our contribu- 
tions do not reach half a million dollars. This is the lowest 
amount that will sustain the Missionary work now undertaken. 


VII. Tar Srrerr or Mersopism 1s THE Spirit or Loyaury 
TO THE Crvi, GOVERNMENT. * 

It is the doctrine of our Church and of the Scriptures that we 
should revere and submit ourselves to the eivil authority. This 
is in our Articles of Religion. It was put there in 1784, when the 
Church was first organized, and there it stands as a monument of 
our loyalty to this hour. But we are taught this duty by higher 
than human authority. Paul says, “ Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there is no power but of God ; the powers 
that be are ordained of God. Whoever, therefore, resisteth the 

19 
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power resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall 
receive to themselves damnation.” 

Now, if we understand the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, 
rebellion is a crime of high order, one expressly forbidden by 
the word of God, and any man who is guilty of it deserves to be 
expelled from the Church of Christ. 


VIII. Tue Spreit or Meruopism Is THE Spirit oF PATRIOTISM. 

After the Southern rebellion had developed itself in such mag- 
nitude that our President became satisfied that there was not 
power enough in the army, as it then existed, to put it down, he 
called for volunteers. And who responded? I answer that, so 
far as we know, all Churches did nobly; but it is true, neverthe- 
less, that we have more than any other denomination who are in 
the service of our country. We have at least one hundred thou- 
sand Church members who have been mustered into the service of 
the United States; and many of our preachers also have gone, some as 
privates, some as captains, and a great many as chaplains; probably 
twice as many as from other denominations. There are three mem- 
bers of this General Conference, regular ministers, who have done 
service for their country as colonels, moving at the head of their 
regiments amid showers of leaden and iron hail, leading the van 
of the host, amid the shouting and tumult of battle. These are 
unfailing indications that the spirit of Methodism is the spirit of 
patriotism. 


IX. Tae Srrrir or Mernopism 1s THE Sprrit or Lieerty. 

I do not mean liberty for a man to do what he pleases without 
answering to anybody. We do not mean either liberty for a man 
to do what he pleases with the rights of other men with impunity, 
but we mean the spirit of liberty in opposition to slavery. 

Slavery has been the great difficulty and bone of contention for 
years. 

It has divided the Church, and now it seeks to divide the country. 
We have had for years this standing question in our Discipline, 
“What shall be done for the extirpation of the great evil of slavery?” 
but we could not answer the question. Philosophers tried and 
were bewildered ; statesmen tried, but were overwhelmed and con- 
founded ; ecclesiastical bodies sought its answer, but found dismay 
and failure; but God has interposed, and furnished the answer 
in the present war for the Union. 

The leaders of the rebellion in the South, while fighting for 
slavery, have done more for its extirpation in the last three years 
than Congress and all the state legislatures could do in thirty 
years; and although slavery has not been extirpated, it is prostrate 
and bleeding, and has received a blow from which it can never 
recover. It has already upon its brow the cold sweat of death, 
and we pray that it may speedily give up the Ghost. 

Once more, and we are done. 
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X. Tue Spreir or Meruopism 1s Tue Sprrir oF Lipera.iry, 

Now whoever supposes (and some have so supposed) that the 
Methodist polity is a narrow and contracted one, and who publishes 
that supposition, simply proves that he knows not what he says 
nor whereof he affirms. When were ever the plans and operations 
of Methodism contracted? Our illustrious founder took the world 
for his parish, and we are trying to follow his example. We 
never have seen the day when we did not preach Jree grace and a 
free communion, and what Church has done or could have done 
more? We pray with the apostle, “Grace be with add them that 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” 
» We cordially believe with Paul the Apostle, that “it is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners,” even the very chief of sinners. We 
believe that Methodism will live to accomplish its grand mission, 
to spread scriptural holiness over these and all lands. 

Some have said thatthe world is soon coming to an end, and 
some have gone so far as to fix the year and the day; but, thank 
God! the world still moves, and we believe that many things will 
come to pass before the end comes. One thing is that the Word 
will be preached to all nations. 

We believe also that the Southern rebellion will be crushed, 
slavery abolished, the union of the states restored, a permanent 
peace established, and last, though not least, after all this, we 
shall have such a revival of the work of God as the world has 
never seen. We have the dawning of this glorious day already, 
and we believe the sun will soon arise in full splendor, and from 
every hill and valley will go up the shout, “ Halleluiah! the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.” 


ee 


' ADDRESSES AND REPLIES. 
B, I.—Journal, page 40. 


ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH CONFERENCE TO THE 
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPIS-, 
COPAL CHURCH OF AMERICA. 


REVEREND AND veRY Dear Breruren,—A grateful remem- 
_ brance of the origin from which we are both déscended, of ee 
truth which we equally maintain, and of the objects which we ar 
mutually striving to promote by the diffusion of spiritual and prac- 
tical Christianity, prompts us to address you on the present 
occasion, and to convey to you renewed assurances of all kindly 

and fraternal affection. 

_ Great has been our sympathy with you, beloved Christian breth- 
ren, in the calamities of the war which has now for so long a time 
ravaged your land, and which cannot but have inflicted sore dis- 
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tresses on you as a Christian community, impeding not a few of 
your evangelical efforts, and casting shadows of discouragement 
and fear on some of the brightest scenes of your ministerial toil. 
Our prayer is, that the God of peace may speedily bring this 
national strife to a righteous and happy termination, and that the 
extensive territories of your country may flourish beyond all former 
measure in temporal and spiritual prosperity. 

Meantime, and in every event, we trust that by the grace and 
blessing of the God of our fathers, you will continue to hold on 

our way as ministers of the Word of life, sowing the seed of truth 
with all fidelity and reaping thence a plentiful harvest—“ fruit unto 
life eternal.” Still let us aim, in our several allotted provinces of 
service, to “walk by the same rule,” to “mind the same thing ;” 
to spread scriptural holiness all around us, and ever to advance 
“whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of 
good report;” waiting for the consummation of our hopes and 
labors in that better region where peace shall reign without fear of 
interruption or change, and where the whole host of the redeemed 
shall obtain fullness of joy in the presence of the Lord. 

By the good hand of our God upon us, we are favored with, 
peace in all our borders, and with increased facilities, at home and 
abroad, for carrying out the important plans and purposes of the 
Christian ministry. The present conference has been one of un- 
broken harmony and affection, distinguished also by a more than 
usual amount of gratifying intelligence from the representatives of 
affiliated conferences, and by the lively interest which has been 
awakened in the prospect of our jubilee missionary celebration. 
For all that is past, and for all the tokens of success which now 
surround us, we offer our united thanksgivings to the Father of 
mercies, while we feel ourselves stirred up to seek in faith and 
prayer for larger effusions of the Holy Spirit’s grace, that revivings 
of all spiritual good may be vouchsafed to us and the whole Church 
of Christ, and that the day may soon arrive when “ great voices in 
heaven” shall be heard, saying, “The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign forever and ever.” 

One thing, on a review of the year which has now closed, we 
would not omit; the exemplary Christian patience with which our 
people in the manufacturing districts have borne their late priva- 
tions and sufferings, and which we cannot do otherwise than regard 
as at once a proof and a pledge of good. Nor would we lose sight 
of the spontaneous and abundant liberality which has flowed in 
to the aid of distress from different parts of the world, or of 
the fact that, to meet the general want, seasonable and acceptable 
supplies have been sent from America. 

Need we add, that the sentiments which we have often expressed 
on the evil of slavery, and the importance of its speedy abolition, 
remain unchanged? Earnestly do we look for the time when that 
evil shall no longer exist. That time will assuredly come. May 
we remind you, brethren, that as Christians, you are called to pur- 
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sue firm yet wise and pacific counsels, and in the very spirit of the 
Christianity which you and we profess, to proceed with calm and 
steady perseverance, entertaining no doubt of the final result when 
slavery shall be no more. 

As our delegate to the next General Conference in Philadelphia 
we have appointed the Rev. W. L. Thornton, M. A., and as his 
companion, the Rev. W. B. Pope, brethren beloved, in whom we 
ourselves repose the highest confidence, and whom we are well 
persuaded that you will affectionately welcome as messengers to 
you of our constant fraternal love. ) 

And may the God of grace cause all blessings to abound toward 
you, and whatever may arise, grant you the security of them who 
abide under the shadow of his almighty protection. : 

GxrorcEe Ossorn, D. D., President. 
Joun Farrar, Secretary. 
SHEFFIELD, August 15, 1863. 


SE een ey Seen Le eae a 
B, {1.—Journal, pages 191, 214, 232. 


REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH CONFER. 
ENCE. 


Tar GENERAL CoNFERENCE OF THE Merunopisr EPIscoran 
Cuurca or AMERICA TO THE BRITISH CONFERENCE. 


ReEvEREND AND BeLovep Breraren,—Your very kind and 
fraternal Address, dated August 15, 1863, and presented to us by 
your gifted and honored representative, Rev. W. L. Thornton, 
A. M., has afforded us unmingled gratification. , 

We acknowledge those bonds of a common doctrine, a common 
origin, and a common aim which unite us, and we heartily recipro- 
cate your assurance of brotherly love. Your expressions of sym- 
pathy with our afflicted nation and people are most grateful to our 
hearts. 

It is not necessary for us to assure you that our Church is loyal 
to the Government of the United States, and ceases not to pray for 
its rulers, and for the success of its arms; nor need we say that, 
while sending her sons by thousands to preserve the nation’s life 
and put down a wicked and wanton rebellion, she cultivates no 
personal ill-will toward the enemies of the nation, and ceases not to 
pray for a righteous peace. . ake 

Our consolation amid the desolations of war is in the hope that 
the revolution will roll the nation up to a higher elevation than it 
could otherwise have attained even ‘by centuries of peaceful prog- 
ress. 
_ We bow under the mighty hand of God, well knowing that we 
have sinned and deserve chastisement, yet trusting that the rod is 
used in mercy. , ' 

You will rejoice to know that our beloved bishops unanimously 
recommended that hereafter no slaveholder should be admitted to 
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our communion, and that our Conference has, with almost entire 
unanimity, initiated a rule prohibiting the holding of slaves, as well 
as the purchase or sale of them, upon the ground that slaveholders 
_ in the United States can have no serious difficulty in manumitting 
their bondmen. 

It will also be gratifying to you to learn, that while we have 
suffered a loss of fifty thousand members, owing to the withdrawal 
of ministers and members in slaveholding territory, the dispersion 
of many of our societies upon the border by the progress of rebell- 
ious arms, and the losses we have sustained upon the field of battle, 
our Church has steadily maintained her ground in the loyal states, 
enlarged her collections for almost every benevolent and religious 
enterprise in which she was engaged, and increased her Church 
property by millions. Meanwhile she has been gradually extending 
her line southward, planting her ministers at important points as 
the rebellion receded before the national banner, contributing 
largely to supply the Gospel to the Federal army, and sustaining 
and strengthening at the same time all her foreign and domestic 
missions. To God be all the glory! 

We regret profoundly that through the intimate business con- 
nections which exist between your country and ours, your people, 
especially in the manufacturing districts, have suffered in conse- 
quence of our war. The patience with which they have endured 
. their sufferings is an indication to us that the masses of the British 
nation understand the principles involved in our struggle, and sym- 
pathize with our government. 

The intimate connection of American and British interests is one 
of those pledges which we delight to. contemplate, that the peace 
shall never hereafter be broken between two nations united not 
only in origin and language, but in liberty, religion, Protestantism, 
and eleemosynary and missionary enterprise. 

We cannot forbear to express the pleasure which the visit. of 
your learned and excellent representative has afforded us. His 
engaging manners, amiable spirit, and evangelical discourses have 
endeared him to us, while his clear apprehension of our national 
struggle, his hearty sympathy with the side of liberty and human- 
ity excited our admiration; and his admirable exposition of Wes- 
leyan doctrines, sympathies, relations and secessions, abounding in 
useful suggestions, strengthened our determination to stand in the 
old paths. 

Desiring to cultivate acquaintance with you, we have deputed 
our beloved Bishop E. 8. Janes, D. D., long known and honored 
not only in our own denomination but in all the other Protestant 
Churches in our land, and our beloved brother, Rev. Thomas Bow- 
man, D. D., President of the Indiana Asbury University, to bear 


this letter to you, and to convey to you more particularly our views 
and greetings, » 
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THE ADDRESS OF THE IRISH CONFERENCE. 


To THE Ministers or THE Mernopisr Episcopat, Caurcu oF THE 
Unirep Srates or AMERICA, ASSEMBLED IN THEIR GENERAL 
CONFERENCE. 


Reverend FaruEers AND Breruren,—We heartily respond to 
the sentiments of love and esteem expressed in your letter dated at 
Buffalo, and bearing the signatures of your venerable Bishop Mor- 
ris, and your secretary, the Rev. W. L. Harris. We also consider 
the frequent interchange of such friendly greetings well calculated 
to draw us closer together, and to strengthen the bonds of fraternal 
affection. ; 

We regret that your arrangements for holding the German Con- 
ference deprived us of a visit from Bishop Janes, the pleasure of 
which we had expected. 


We have marked with grateful admiration the growth and exten-_ 


sion of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and anticipate for you a 
still more glorious future. The statistics, with which you have 
kindly furnished us, show an increase during your last quadrennial 
term which has gladdened our hearts and evoked our devout 
thankfulness to God. Your prosperity is our prosperity. May 
the great Head of the Church bless and increase you more and 
more! 

We have observed with no unfriendly eye the rapid. progress 
and unexampled prosperity of your great commonwealth, and we 
fully appreciate the grave responsibility resting upon you as a 
Church at the present time. In common with the great majority 
of our fellow-citizens, we deeply lament the existence of those evils 
which: threaten to divide your beloved country. In the order of 
Divine Providence, nations, as well as individuals, in gaining posi- 
tions of honor and influence, are subject to vicissitudes always 
painful and often humiliating; meanwhile, from our own public 
assemblies and family altars fervent supplications will ascend to 
our heavenly Father that the vexed question of negro slavery—the 
source of your present trouble—may find a just solution without 
involving you for a protracted period in that worst of national 
calamities, a fratricidal war. 

In the special effort we are making for the increase of our agency, 
so urgently demanded by the peculiar circumstance of our position 
in this kingdom, your pecuniary aid, which you are pleased to say 
fell far below the obligations of American Methodism to Ireland, as 
well as below the desire of your hearts, owing to the fearful finan- 
cial revulsion which, in the midst of your efforts, swept over your 
country, is highly valued by us, not only on account of the liberal 
sum contributed, but of the generous sympathy elicited. At your 
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public meeting, attended by our deputation, the utterances of many 
of your noble men, connected with the country by the ties of kin- 
dred or association, have awakened in,our hearts feelings of the 
deepest gratitude, and go far to reconcile us to the heavy losses 
which, by emigration, we have from year to year sustained. 

Our Annual Conference, now drawing to a close, has been char- 
acterized by great harmony of feeling and unanimity of sentiment. 
The increase of our membership, though not as large as last year, 
is very encouraging, and the reports of all our funds evince a steady 
progression. Very gracious results have followed the recent out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the Protestant Churches of the land 
The work of God has been deepened in the hearts of both ministerg 
and people; many an outcast has been reclaimed from the wastes 
of error and sin, and many a door of usefulness has been opened to 
missionary enterprise. 

Again we thank you for your cordial reception of our beloved 
brother and representative, the Rev. Robinson Scott, and for your 
continuous and efficient co-operation in the labors of our deputation. 

Wurm H. Sramp, President. 
James Topas, Secretary. 
CorK, June 26, 1861. 
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LETTER FROM THE IRISH CONFERENCE, ACCRED- 
ITING REV. ROBINSON SCOTT. 


To THE REVEREND THE BisHops or THE Meruopist Episcopan 
CuurcH IN THE Unirep Strares or AMERICA. 


Reverend AND Dear Faruers AnD Breraren,—Permit us 
most respectfully to commend anew to your confidence the Rey. 
Robinson Scott, who has been requested by the Irish Conference 
to devote himself to the completion of the ‘“‘ Fund for the Increase 
of the Wesleyan Agency in Ireland,” and with special reference to 
the establishment of a Wesleyan College, to be erected at Belfast 
—the only branch of the enterprise not yet completed. 

As a committee appointed by the Conference, with full powers 
to take all necessary steps toward the building and endowment of 
the institution, we have requested Mr. Scott to revisit America, for 
the purpose of rendering available, as far as practicable, all sub- 
scriptions to the general fund not yet paid, and of adopting, with 
your permission and counsel, such a course as may be deemed 
expedient for bringing to a close the appeal of the Irish Wesleyan 
Econ to your Church, to which it has already responded so 

erally. 

Mr. Scott will be able to inform you of the beneficial influence 
upon our work generally of those branches of the enterprise which 
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have already been completed, and of our prospects in relation to 
the college, which, as a people, we regard as essential to the effi- 
ciency of our ministry and work in this country. 

In concluding this letter, permit us, venerable brethren, to express 
to you personally, and through you to your ministers and people 
generally, our most sincere and hearty thanks for your and their 
sympathy with us in our efforts to extend the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in Ireland, and to assure you of our prayers for the 
restoration of peace and concord to your beloved but deeply-afflicted 
country, and for still larger effusions of the Divine Spirit upon all 
the Churches of your care. 

We are, reverend and dear fathers and brethren, 

Signed on behalf of the college committee, 
Tuomas T. N. Hutz, Chairman pro tem. 
Rogserr WALLACE, 7; 
We. Moxuan, reasurers. 
JosEPH W. M’Kay, S : 
Tuomas G. Linpsay, f COREL Es. 
Cuaries Prest, Pres’t of the Irish Conf. 

Betrast, March 31, 1864. 
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REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF THE IRISH CONFER- 
5 ENCE. 


To THe Mrempers oF THE Irish WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


REVEREND AND DEAR Breruren,—We received with great 
pleasure your very kind and fraternal Address, dated June 26, 
1861, and presented to us by your worthy and honored represent- 
ative, Rev. Robinson Scott, D.D. 

We gladly improve the opportunity to renew to you our ex- 
pression of brotherly affection, and would give hearty thanks to 
our common Redeemer for the manifest blessings he has given you, 
and for the success that has attended your efforts to promote his 
cause. 

God has been pleased to give special honor to Irish Methodism 
in its connection with the first establishment of Methodism in this 
and other lands. We not only recognize you as a part of the 
great Methodist family, but also feel that the facts connected with 
the origin of our Church and the increasing number of Christians 
now with us, who have been trained under your spiritual care, 
constitute a peculiarly strong bond of union and sympathy be- 
tween you and us, and give us a deep interest in all that concerns 
your welfare. It is therefore with great satisfaction we have 
received the assurance of your union in faith and harmony of 
action; of your increasing spiritual prosperity ; of the liberality of 
your members, and of your perseverance in advancing your edu- 
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cational and the other noble enterprises you have undertaken. It 
is the more pleasing to us that through the blessing of God you 
are thus prospered, when we consider the discouragements_ and 
adverse influences with which you are called to contend, arising 
from the direct hostility of more than two thirds of your country- 
men who receive not the Protestant faith, and from the constant 
loss of valuable members in consequence of emigration to this and 
other countries. S 

We thank you for the assurances we receive of your sympathy 
with our country in the terrible struggle in which we are engaged 
to preserve the national life. This sympathy is cheering, and will 
stimulate us to persevere in a conflict which we could not with 
honor and in the right discharge of our duties to God and man 
avoid. Our Church as in time past is thoroughly loyal, and devoted 
to the interests of the country. , : 

We are thankful we can inform you that in this time of conflict 
of trouble and sorrow, while so great sacrifice and effort are de- 
manded and cheerfully rendered to our country, while the homes 
of many thousands of our members are darkened and their hearts 
made sad by bereavement, our Church is enjoying great prosper- 
ity. During the past four years our Annual Conferences have all 
held their sessions, and there has been but little interruption to 
our regular work. Our missionary, educational, and other great 
enterprises of benevolence have. been sustained with their usual 
power and resources. As ministers of the Word of Life, we are 
still earnestly endeavoring to maintain in their simplicity and power 
the doctrines taught by the fathers in the Church, and to enforce 
those principles the direct tendency of which is to increase the 
piety and efliciency of the Church. 

In view of suggestions from you in the past, we are persuaded 
you will learn with pleasure that at. its present session, with 
almost entire unanimity, the General Conference passed a resolution 
which only awaits the concurrence of the Annual Conferences to 
render slaveholding a disqualification for membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Slavery has long been our nation’s reproach, a cause of constant 
strife and bitterness. Its natural result is this fearful war that 
now desolates our land. In times past the peculiar relation of the 
state governments to each other and the national government did 
not allow millions who deplored its evils to use direct means for its 
removal. This terrible war in which we are engaged has not pro- 
duced unmingled evil, inasmuch as it has furnished the govern- 
ment the opportunity and the right to give freedom to the enslaved. 
We trust the time will soon come when in no part of the wide 
domain of our country will slavery be known. We are fully con- 
fident that the cause of our country, which we regard as the 
cause of humanity and of God, will triumph; and we trust the 
calamities we are called to suffer will lead us to renounce our sins, 
and. that, chastened by adversity, we shall be better prepared to 
discharge our duty as a people. tK9 
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In conclusion, we renew the assurances of our high consideration 
and regard, Our prayer is and shall be that the blessing of God 
may abide with you forever. 


PHILADELPHIA, May 27, 1864. 


B, V1.—Journal, page 72. 


ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CANADA. 


Tue Bisuyorps AND Mempers or THE Mernopist Episcopan 
CuurcH IN CANADA TO THE BisHors AND Mremerrs oF THE 
Meruopist Episcopat CuurcuH IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Dearty BreLtovep Fatrurers AnD Breruren,—Your fraternal 
letter forwarded from Buffalo, and presented to us by our highly 
esteemed brethren, the Revs. Dr. Cartwright, G. Baker, and F. A. 
Blades, your delegates to our General Conference, has been received 
and read with peculiar satisfaction. We are highly gratified with 
the visit of these brethren. Their enlightened counsels and Chris- 
tian intercourse have affected us with sentiments of friendship 
toward them, and love for the Church they represent, which, we 
trust, will never be forgotten. 

We deeply regret their brief stay among us; but the distracted 
state of your country at this moment is with us a sufficient just- 
ification for their early departure; and our prayers are, that the 
rebellion, which is now affecting the whole world, may be speedily 
suppressed, and that God may restore peace to your nation and 
give increasing prosperity to the Church of Christ in your afflicted 
land. 

Our Church, planted by the zeal and labors of ministers from 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, still em- 
‘braces within its societies some aged members who dwell with fond 
recollections upon the memory of those servants of God, and of 
the gracious revivals of religion which they were instrumental in 
promoting. : 

Our preachers and people are as strongly attached to the epis- 
copal form of government as in 1828, when the Pittsburgh Gen- 
eral Conference allowed us to become a separate and independent 
Church, and addressed us in the following words? _ 

“That we do hereby recommend to our brethren in Canada to 
adopt the form of government of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States, with such modifications as their particular 
relation shall render necessary.” cla: 

We rejoice to learn from your communication that God is still 
extending your field of usefulness ; that your numbers are con- 
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stantly multiplying; that your book establishment and religious 
periodicals are having a most salutary effect, and that your mis- 
sionary work and Sabbath-school operations are doing good to 
millions of your fellow-men. 

As your children in the Gospel of our blessed Lord, we are la- 
boring on at God’s command, and, as far as our means and ability 
will allow, are endeavoring to promote the kingdom of Christ in 
this country. We have now three Annual Conferences, one hund- 
red and ninety-nine traveling preachers, two hundred and twenty 
local preachers, and twenty thousand three hundred and fifty-five 
members ; une seminary and female college, and a connectional 
journal, the “Canada Christian Advocate.” 

We are also doing what we can to promote the cause of Sunday- 
schools and sustain Home Missions, as two of the greatest enter- 
prises for the spreading of scriptural holiness over this land. _ 

We are following up the new settlers, to preach to them in their 
log-cabins in the wilderness the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
From Provincial statistics, and knowledge obtained from other 
sources, we think we are justified in stating that there are now 
nearly, if not quite, one hundred thousand souls, members of the 
Church and adherents thereto, looking to us for religious instruc- 
tion. 

In order to meet the growing demands of the country and give 
permanence to our work we are multiplying our churches, aided 
by the liberal contributions of the people. The value of our 
church property is about three hundred thousand dollars, which, 
it must be observed, has nearly all been obtained since 1834, 
When, therefore, we take all these things into consideration we 
may well say, “‘ What hath God wrought!” 

We cordially reciprocate the sentiments expressed by your wor- 
‘thy representatives, and trust that the intercourse opened up 
between the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada and the parent 
body in the United States may never be interrupted, and that the 
bonds of friendship now existing may be as lasting as time. 

We have appointed the Revs. S. W. Ladu, James Gardiner, 
and Samuel Morrison as our representatives to your General Con- 
ference, to be held at Philadelphia in May, 1864. These breth- 
ren will be able to convey to you our fraternal greetings, and 
explain more fully. our position as a Church, and the efficiency of 
her institutions. 

Signed for and in behalf of the General Conference. 

PuiLanver Suiru, 
James RicHarpson, 
General Superintendents, 


* 


James Garpiner, Secretary. 
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REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN CANADA. 


To tHe Bisnorps anpD Mermperrs or tHe Mernopist Episcopan 
CuurcH IN CANADA: 


REVEREND AND Dear Breruren,—We received with great 
pleasure your truly fraternal Address, and have been highly grati- 
tied with the visit and addresses of your highly-esteemed delegates. 

We are pleased to exchange Christian salutations and expres- 
sions of friendly feeling with all who love our Lord and Saviour 
in ‘sincerity and truth, and rejoice in the increasing indications of 
union in spirit and purpose among Christians of every name. The 
origin of your Church, and the doctrines and usages you cherish, 
give us a special interest in your welfare. 

We rejoice to learn that you are enjoying so great pros- 
perity, that God is extending your field of usefulness, and multiply- 
ing your numbers and increasing your resources. Our prayer is for 
your continued success, and that your hearts may rejoice in the 
gracious manifestations of God’s power and presence with you. 

We thank you for your expressions of kindness and sympathy in 
our present national struggle, and the assurance that our cause is 
remembered in your prayers. 

We are happy to assure you that through the blessing of God 
upon us during the past four years, so full of trial and sorrow, our 
Church has been singularly prosperous. Our Annual Conferences 
have all held their sessions, and there has been but little interrup- 
tion of our regular work. Our Church, as in years past, has been 
earnest in her loyalty and devotion to the interests of our national 
government, and our members have cheerfully borne the sacritices 
and burdens the war now desolating our land has caused. We 
are fully confident our cause will triumph, and that, chastened by 
affliction, we shall come out of this trial purified, and better 
prepared for our great work as a people. Slavery has long been 
our reproach. In times past the peculiar relation of the different 
states composing our Union to each other and the national govern- 
ment did not allow millions who deplored the evil to use direct 
means for its removal, but we rejoice to inform you that the Gen- 
eral Conference has declared that slaveholding should be a 
disqualification for membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and we believe that slavery will soon be removed from the nation. 

We have appointed Rev. George Webber, D.D., and Rev. 
Mighill Dustin, brethren dear to us and held in high esteem 
as our representatives to your body, and we refer you to them for 
further information relative to our interests. 

We have great pleasure in renewing an expression of Christian 
sympathy and interest in your welfare. 
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ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE WESLEYAN 
METHODIST CHURCH IN CANADA. 


REVEREND AND FONDLY REMEMBERED FATHERS AND BRETHREN,— 
We greet you much in the Lord, and desire to express the exquis- 
ite pleasure afforded us by your last fraternal epistle to us, as also 
by the visit of your excellent representatives, the Revs. Drs. Hib- 
bard and Hodgson, who brought us good tidings of your faith and 
charity, and whose urbane and brotherly intercourse with us, whose 
efficacious evangelical sermons in the pulpit, and whose discrimi- 
nating, eloquent, and nobly Methodistic address on our Conference 
platform afforded us great pleasure and refreshment of spirit. 

The recollection of our former nearer relationship to you, and 
the religious indebtedness of our Church and country to yours at 
the commencement of their history, is as grateful to our hearts 
as it can be to yours. 

As you have a few of the early pioneers who traversed the interven- 
ing forests on horseback, in days gone by, to reach our then wilder- 
ness country, so have we a few, at least a few survivors out of 
those who constituted their work in the Lord who fondly dwell on 
the self-denying spirit of those devoted evan gelists, a spirit which we, 
their sons in the Gospel, on both sides of the dividing line between 
our respective governments, would do well to cherish and preserve. 

S we are proud to acknowledge our parentage, so also we 
humbly presume to trust that we have not compromised the Meth- 
odism planted by the early missionaries from the United States. 

It is true, providential circumstances prevented our consecrating 
any one of the three excellent men successively elected from 
among your ranks to superintend our infant Canadian Church in 
the character of bishops, and it is also true that we do not now 
even hear the name of Episcopal Church. Yet the substance of a 
true scriptural and Methodist Episcopacy is preserved in the per- 
son of our annual President, who performs all the functions and 
receives all the respect of your Episcopoi. 

These and all subordinate changes in our Church have been 
made in accordance with the Constitution adopted from the model 
of your own Church when you consented to our independence; 
changes which have stood the ordeal of civil persecution in our 
provincial courts of justice from those who claimed to be the 
original Church and to possess its property, the claims of these 
changes to constitutionality coming forth as gold. 

_ Furthermore, our subsequent and now long-established connec- 
tion with the British Conference, we opine, constitutes a pledge 
for the maintenance of all that is essential to Methodism ; such as 
our evangelical Arminian doctrine, our ministerial itinerancy in its 
integrity, and the faithful preservation of our peculiar prudential 
means of grace, the class-meeting in particular, 
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We flatter ourselves that in no branch of the Methodist family 
will more of the ancient simplicity of character, more clearness of 
experience in divine things, and more reverence in the form and 
more fervor in the spirit of devotion be found than among the 
Wesleyan Methodists of United Canada. 

Our cireuit system is honestly maintained. Upward of five 
hundred ministerial laborers are permeating every settled part of 
our vast country; for the Hudson Bay territory and the colonies 
of, British Célumbia and Vancouver’s Island, as well as the two 
Canadas, are comprehended within our mission field. 

Fishermen, new settlers, and miners of English origin share 
our attention; while our French and German populations are now 
enlisting our sympathies, as well as the Indians of our forests, to 
whom we had an early and strikingly providential call, and among 
whom glorious trophies have been won. 

Our missions in all—Domestic, Foreign, French, German, and 
Indian—are about one hundred and sixty in number, comprising 
no less than a hundred and seventy-five ministers in that depart- 
ment alone, besides interpreters, school-teachers, and other agents, 
paid and unpaid. 

As far as the circumstances and extent of our country will allow, 
we are endeavoring to follow your worthy example in promoting 
the work of liberal Christian education, We lend one of our most 
highly endeared senior ministers to superintend the common school 
education in the Upper Province. 

The University of Victoria College has educated and given a 
right impulse to hundreds of the most active public men of the 
country. It has graduated a large number in the several faculties 
of Arts, Medicine, and Law, all of which faculties it now compre- 
hends. The number of students the last year was 308. Nineteen 
graduated at the last Convocation in the faculty of Arts alone, the 
largest number that has ever yet graduated in any British North 
American College. 

»Although it has no theological chair, it has done much to liberalize 
and give efficiency to our rising ministry, who are also put through 
an extensive course of theological training during four years of. 
their probation by examiners appointed for that purpose. 

Within the last few years we have succeeded in establishing a 
collegiate institution for the liberal education of the daughters. 
of our people also. This institution, in its situation, buildings, 
and faculty, is of the most approved character, and promises 
much in the future. The large number of one hundred and 
seventy-three students received instruction within its walls the last 

ear. 

a We deeply sympathize with you in the calamity of civil war 
which your country is now enduring, and in which you as a 
Church are no doubt largely sufferers. 

We pray that the interests of true religion may be preserved 
throughout the whole, and that the Ruler of all events may crown 
the struggle with peace which shall be favorable to national unity, 
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the supremacy of law and order, and the freedom of those who are 
now enslaved. 

We feel that on the Christian people of both your country and 
ours depends the perpetuation of that feeling which ought to be 
preserved among Anglo-Saxons, and which will tend to make our 
common Protestantism a power for good in the evangelization and 
advancement of the religious freedom of the world. 

Praying that Almighty God may abundantly multiply your 
seed sown and increase the fruit of your righteousnes’s, we would 
beg, dear fathers and brethren, to subscribe ourselves your affec- 
tionate fellow-laborers in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Conference of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in Canada. 

Anson Green, President. 
James SPENCER, Secretary. 
QUEBEC, June 12, 1863. 
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REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE OF 
THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH IN CANADA. 


THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Meruopist EpiscopaL CHurcH 
IN THE Unirep States or AMERICA TO THE CONFERENCE OF THE 
WesLeyan Mernopist Caurcu in Canapa. 


REVEREND AND Dear Farurrs anp Breroren,—We have re- 
ceived your friendly greetings, and have enjoyed pleasant inter- 
course with your representatives, our beloved brethren Carroll and 
Nelles, and we cannot forbear to reciprocate the kindly message. 
thus conveyed to us. Ye are beloved of us in the Lord, for we. 
have not forgotten how ye were once of us, and went out from 
us not of your own desire, but because it was evidently for the: 
advancement of the Master’s kingdom, and our benediction went. 
with you at our parting. We remember you are an integral part: 
of the Wesleyan body of England, our common parent, with whom 
our intercourse must ever be more intimate and precious than with 
any other. We know that your mode of government is in harmony 
with that of the parent Church, and it is completely satisfactory to: 
us, nay, it is even our admiration and joy. We are glad to know 
of the purity of your faith, of the fervor of your preachers, of the. 
unity and prosperity of your Churches, of the increasing efficiency 
and power of your schools, and of your missionary zeal. We are 
also glad to be so explicitly assured that there is no abatement in 
your devotion to an itinerant ministry and the class-meeting, but 
that you are disposed to preserve in all their integrity the peculiar 
instrumentalities that, by the grace of God, gave to Wesleyan: 
Methodism its surpassing power. In all this we are with you, and: 
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by much of the past, as well as the present, we are bound to you 
by peculiar ties. We receive your delegates in the same character 
and upon the same basis as heretofore; yet your own noble Chris- 
tian hearts will, we are sure, not deny us the pleasure of out-reach- 
ing the hand of Christian regard to any that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity and truth. Neither time nor circumstances 
have wrought any change in our hearts toward you, save to make 
us feel more deeply than ever that as we have one Lord, one faith, 
and one baptism, so we have one common interest; and your 
friendly deputation have been received upon the same footing and 
with the same warmth as in days past. 

We need not say to you that the civil war which now afflicts our 
country engrosses much of our attention, and has materially modified 
many parts of our work. We are ourselves amazed at the new 
fields that have opened before us. The vast armies of the United 
States have elicited the purest affections and sincerest efforts of the 
Christian Church, and glorious harvests have resulted. In the 
victorious track of these armies we have found thousands of our 
fellow-men, from whom the shackles of a most inhuman bondage 
have fallen, in perishing need of religious instruction. The great 
South, which slavery once snatched from us, is returning to our 
watcheare. The middle wall of partition is broken down, and we 
are there substituting a Church whose Discipline now excludes the 
slaveholder for one that has blotted out even our chapter on slavery. 

Our people with commendable zeal and liberality have met the 
emergencies of the hour. Never were our benevolent contributions 
so large as at present, and never were personal efforts and sacrifices 
more cheerfully made for the good of souls. Our Church is no- 
where declining, but rather exhibiting unusual vigor and activity, 
_ and as a consequence receiving unusual blessings. 

God is evidently on our side, and the issue out of our present 
troubles is not to us doubtful. Ours is the cause of government 
as a divine institution; it is the cause of the oppressed African, 
which, by a strange providence, has become bound up with the 
nation’s life; it is the cause of liberty and civilization everywhere. 
Your delegates to our body will inform you with what unanimity 
and enthusiasm we sustain our government. Thousands of our 
beloved brethren, many of them of the ministry, have not counted 
their lives dear so that they might save their country. _ 

We are grateful for your sympathy in this time of trial, and for 
your desire for our nation’s unity. It would almost be pardonable 
in us to measure all other loves by the love that is borne to our 
land, and it would be difficult indeed for us to conceive that British 
Christians could look with any favor upon the establishment of a 
nation whose avowed corner-stone is slavery. We feel that the 
peace and wellbeing of this continent, the success of Protestantism 
and the evangelization of the world, will be promoted by fraternal 
relations between us as Christian Churches, so that our interests 
but second the promptings of our hearts in this interchange of 
Christian greetings. 
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We have therefore appointed two of the most honored and 
venerable of our number, Rev. Charles Elliott, D.D., and Rey. 
George Peck, D.D., to bear you this letter, and to express In person 
our sentiments toward you, and our undiminished interest in your 
advancing work. 

Since our last to you the venerable Nathan Bangs, D.D., whose 
name must for all time be identified with Canadian Methodism, 
has gone to his reward. His was the fitting end of so worthy a 
life, and we glorify God both for his living and dying. gale 

We pray that God may bless you more and more, multiplying 
your numbers and your power, that you may more fully honor Him 
who gave himself for us. 


rt ror 


B, X.—Journal, page 41. 


ADDRESS OF REV. WILLIAM L. THORNTON, M. A,, 
DELEGATE FROM THE BRITISH WESLEYAN CON- 
FERENCE. 


At the close of the reading of the Address of the British Confer- 
ence, Rev. Mr. Thornton spoke to the General Conference as fol- 
lows: 


Mr. Presipent, REVEREND Faruers, REVEREND BRETHREN,— 
I feel that little can be required of me in dealing with the topics 
introduced in the document just read by your secretary; and yet, 
perhaps, you will allow the living voice to re-echo some of the 
words to which you have so respectfully listened. I am here to 
assure you, in the strongest terms, of the undying regard we cher- 
ish for the ministers of this Church, and for that large and influen- 
tial part of the flock of God over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers. I am here by instruction, and prompted by the 
deepest feelings of my heart, to assure you of our sympathy in your 
griefs, our admiration of your labors, our solemn and earnest pray- 
ers that the God of hosts may command his blessing upon this 
Church, upon all the Christian Churches of this land, and upon the 
country in which you live; that the blessing from above may be 
upon you, rich, lasting, satisfying. ‘ 

Your extensive labors as a Church we have marked with admi- 
ration. Your joy is our joy. Your successes have lighted up in 
our distant bosoms the sparks of emulation. We have seen you 
following the tide of emigration toward the lands of the setting 
sun—following did I say? nay, often forerunning the flood of that 
emigration. We have met your messengers in South America, in 
the center of Europe, in Africa, and in the north of India. We 
have beheld your messengers shining like lights in the land of 
darkness. It would be a delight to dwell upon these themes; but 
I will not thus occupy your time. Your time is “more golden 
than gold.” Weighty questions await your discussion, and what- 
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ever might be the fascinations to me of reviewing your course, I 
must forbear. But I will venture to say this much: we honor this 
proof of a living Christianity among you. The missionary cause 
is not only worthy of the noblest energies of the Church of Christ, 
but it is the grand object for which the Church exists in the world; 
and this principle is illustrated by your whole history. 

In one single sentence let me say—and I am uttering the senti- 
ment of the British Conference without an exception—Grace, 
mercy, and peace be with you, in all the spheres you occupy, from 
Him who was, and is, and is to-come, and from the sevenfold 
Spirit, and from Jesus Christ, our common Lord and Saviour. 

Bishop Morris and my reverend friends, we are not unaccustomed 
to look with joy upon your educational institutions. In your un- 
dertakings in this department you have shown yourselves not 
unworthy sons and disciples of the great man whose name you bear, 
nor of the memory of. the early Methodist preachers, men these 
whose brows we would bind with chaplets of immortal green. 
Their names and works will be held in everlasting remembrance. 
God gave at first to our united societies some men of high renown— 
men of refined culture, men of extensive learning and great natural 
gifts. But many of these great helpers were not called from the 
quiet of classic shades, but from the avocations of laborious life— 
many from the mine, many from the loom, many from the plow, 
and others from the ranks of the common soldier. But they were 
too meek, too wise, too magnanimous to decry sound learning. 
They never designed to send a legion to the battlefield leaving 
their artillery behind them. They were mighty in the Scriptures, 
They had mastered the science of mind. They were versed in the 
knowledge of human nature. Above all, they had mastered the 
great argument of expericnce. They could say, ‘“‘ We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen.” They knew the 
power of saving grace. “They had a witness within them that suf- 
ficed to satisfy all their wants. Many of them preached little more 
than the recital of their own religious experience; but wherever 
they went the hand of God was with them, and that hand was 
mighty with them, and I will add, it is as mighty now as it was 
then. It has power to awaken, it has power to renew. Christian- 
ity is as mighty now upon the banks of the Thames, the Severn, 
the Hudson, and the Mississippi, as it was on those of the Jordan 
and the Tiber, when apostles preached and martyrs gave their 
bodies to be burned. d 
- My dear and honored friends, we rejoice to mark that influence 
which you have upon the press, and to find that you are maintain- 
ing our grand primitive principles. It would ill become me to offer 
criticism on your publications. I may, perhaps, touch upon the 
correspondence which comes from our shores. I refer to the 
English correspondence of some of your papers, and may say we 
sometimes learn from it things that we did not know before, 
though affecting our own particular departments. There has been 
some cause for this hint, but half a word is sufficient. 
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True sympathy is not eloquent. That is my plea for the stam- 
mering and inadequate expression I shall give to another sentiment. 
We have not heard of your bereaved families, your scattered 
Churches, your bleeding country, without many tears, without many 
prayers. What we desire for you is an honorable and abiding 
peace. What we desire is the extinction of the blot of slavery 
from the escutcheon of a people called Christians. 

I say, we wish for you an honorable peace. I read in Psalm xl, 
“Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he hath 
made in the earth.” But if God, the God of peace, makes desola- 
tions in the earth, it is not for the sake of the desolations, but for 
the bringing in of everlasting tranquillity ; for it follows immedi- 
ately, “He maketh wars to cease unto the ends of the earth; He 
breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear in sunder; He burneth the 
chariot in the fire.” I would express my own conviction, and it 
is the conviction of many of my countrymen, that the Prince of 
Peace will claim for himself the glory for rescuing and saving your 
magnificent country. Bishop Morris, and reverend fathers and 
brethren, I rejoice to address those whose trust is not in the battle- 
bow or in the spear; not in the horsemen or in the chariots, but in 
the might of the Highest. “The Lord of Hosts is with us, the 
God of Jacob is our refuge.” Light shall come out of darkness, 
God shall be glorified, and glory shall dwell in your land. We 
know what is the teaching of history. God works in marvelous 
obscurity. He makes the darkness his pavilion. He once made 
Babylon “ the hammer of the whole earth, and the Assyrian the rod 
of his anger.” The men of the world are a sword, but the hand 
that wields it is God’s. I thank God that you, as a Conference, 
have undertaken to acknowledge this on next Friday. Surely you 
will have power with Him to whom the shields of the earth belong. 
Let me say, as we have been accustomed to say in our country in 
times of conflict : 


“God of battles! all sustaining, 
Guard the valiant soldier’s head ; 

Let him, other dread disdaining, 
Thee, the God of battles, dread !”” 


My own conviction just now is that we need, more than anything 
else, the baptism of the Spirit—floods upon the dry ground; not 
merely the dews or the rills, but floods upon the dry ground. This 
would do more than all else to settle the question. O for reviving 
visitations! for floods on the dry ground! There is not an instance 
in all history in which a nation declined even in material prosperity 
while religion flourished, and churches grew upon its soil. While 
you are true to God, he will be true to you. If God be for you, 
who can be against you? Many may be; but none with honor, 
none with success, none with impunity. 

_ It is delightful to trace this thought, which runs like a line of 
light throughout the Bible. The first name given to Christ reminds 
us that he is the great Pacificator. “The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from’ between his feet, until Shiloh 
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come.” The prophecies announcing peace upon earth I need not 
repeat; and the song: of’ the angels echoes in our ears, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, and good will to men.” 
We know that the gates of war were closed by Augustus the very 
year when Christ was born., Rome was at peace when Christ 
came. Let his religion go everywhere in its spirit and power, and 
liberty and peace will flourish everywhere. Let the Prince of Peace 
be acknowledged throughout the earth, and it requires no prophetic 
glance to declare with confidence that the battle-bow will be broken, 
and a voice shall be heard above the tumults of the earth, “ Be still, 
and know that Iam God.” This is the only true victory; for if 
the Neros and Catalines were chained, still wishing to be at liberty 
to ravage the world, that would not be a moral triumph, But 
Christ will speak peace to the people by extinguishing in their 
bosoms the unhallowed fires whence war is kindled. 

{ must now refer distinctly to the central point-of this complica- 
tion. In antislavery sentiment I will not Say we are one with you 
may I not say, respectfully, that you are one with us? We do 
not modify one word we have formerly spoken upoh this subject; 
but there is one word in the address read by your reverend secre- 
tary to which I will just now refer. We hold slavery to be not 
only depressing, demoralizing, exhausting to any community, a 
curse to the men who suffer it, and a greater curse to the men who 
inflict it, but we hold it to be, in the eyes of yon pure and equal 
skies, evil and only evil, and evil continually. I will not say that 
our sentiment is unchanged. It is deepened; it is deepening. And 
if any supernumerary impulse had been needed to stimulate our 
abhorrence of 3 system which forbids us to “honor all men,” and 
to “love eur neighbor as ourselves,” that new impulse has come 
from a quarter from which it was least expected. I refer to the 
style of advocacy which has been adopted in behalf of the institu- 
tion of slavery, as though casual good, wrung from evil, altered the 
complexion of the evil; as though a mere permission implied a 
divine sanction; as though the code of morals could be reversed 
and iniquity hallowed at the will of those who are bold enough to 
trace it to the providence of God, er to seek its apology in his holy 
and blessed word; willing to draw darkness from eternity’s own 
light, as though a malediction, which belongs to the earliest post- 
diluvial times, and limited in terms to one branch of the family of 
Ham, and that not the branch to which our ethnology refers the 
origin of the African tribes, were now to be applied to a vast con- 

_ tinent, and in the ages of Christian peace; as though, were it other- 
Wise, were the awful text ever so comprehensive, ever so clear, it 
could ever be for us to assume to do the work of God, and with 
one puny, erring hand to hurl his thunderbolts. God rules, and it 
is enough! The rod of empire can never for a moment be taken 
from his hands. Be glad, O Earth! and shout for joy, ye morning 
stars! 

My reverend friends—pardon me for calling you friends, for I 
love you—dear, honored friends, permit me to say one earnest 
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word. The document, which is already indicated by some of these 
remarks, has been largely circulated in Europe, stitched up in many 
magazines. I thank God it was not stitched up in any document 
issuing from the Wesleyan Conference office. That document was 
not admitted by us. We did not wish to set such fallacies before 
our children, nor before children of larger growth, for we have 
some of that description, as I suppose you have. 

And let me add that our press has always uttered a profound 
sympathy for the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the land in 
which you exercise your ministry. And so of all the smaller serials 
from the City Road office, and of the larger ones which are under- 
stood to be semi-official, the Watchman, the Methodist Recorder, 
the London Quarterly Review. And what else could we do unless 
we would erase the name of Wesley from our publications? You 
know his sentiments upon this subject—his words of lightning and 
thunder—in the letter to Wilberforce, the last he ever wrote. We 
must have blotted his name from our books if we had entertained 
any other sentiment than that to which I have referred. 

And now, dear brethren, I will say a few words respecting our 
work in the Old World. I may speak of doctrine, polity, the pres- 
ent state of our Churches, our schemes and enterprises, their bear- 
ing On sister communities, and the secessions which have occurred 
among us. I may also glance, if time permits, at the progress of 
Christianity in Europe and throughout the Old World. I do not 
wish to boast, but to speak words of gratitude. I must say that 
on the great doctrines of Christianity our pulpits give no uncertain 
sound. Other pulpits there are which deny the inspiration of the 
Bible and the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, and which explain 
away his sacrificial work. A man may talk in that way once in 
our pulpits, but he will not do it a second time. 

No surge of skepticism, no labor of a destructive historical crit- 
icism, no boast of man’s power to discover in these days what the 
greatest of the ancients never conceived—nothing, nothing has 
driven us from our moorings in the Word of God, that Word 
which liveth and abideth forever. Rationalism, falsely so called, 
could never have dreamed as it has done in the light of spiritual 
religion, and its dreams are dispelled by the lamp of biblical 
science. We have taught our people that the true order of argu- 
ment is this: first, to establish the authenticity of the Bible, and 
then its inspiration. The first battle has been fought and won. 
The champions of Deism, from Lord Herbert to Paine, have been 
met and defeated. The great champions of the truth, Leland and 
Leslie, Lardner and Butler, Paley and Watson, are unanswered. 
W e have been striving to show our young people that the force of 
objections to the Scriptures is often magnified. We say, why lay 
again the foundations already so securely fixed? Let objections go 
for what they are worth; but let them never be held to invalidate 
the positive proof already in our possession. As to the question of 
questions, we have taught our people that the Bible is not merely 
the best of books, but that it is the one book of supreme, unchal- 
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lengeable authority, by which all other.books are to be tested and 
approved. Further, that it not only contains the Word of God, 
but it ¢s God’s Word, as truly as if no human pen had been 
employed in its sacred pages; that not only do the inspired authors 
speak to us in God’s name, but rather that he speaks to us by 
them. ; 

In regard to the great system of Trinitarian doctrine, we claim 
to be as orthodox as Athanasius, and as evangelical as Augustine; 
and I am persuaded you also are so. We resolve to preach Christ, 
to preach him in his divine majesty, in his atoning work, in his 
dying love. Christ is the all in all of the Christian ministry. 
His is the name which is above every name. He loved us and 
died for us—not only for our benefit, but in our stead. We never 
felt’ the necessity more than now of affirming man’s utter fall, 
ruin, and helplessness, and his need of a divine Saviour. Still, we 
proclaim a divine assurance of salvation as the common privilege 
of believers—light of God’s countenance, as set forth in the Old 
Testament, the testimony of the Spirit in the New. A true faith 
in the Lord Jesus we know to be a faith which is of the operation 
of God. We hold further, the doctrine of a full salvation in 
Christ, and a salvation for all mankind. The doctrine of uni- 
versal atonement, taught so plainly in the Scriptures, is receiving 
tribute and homage on all sides, and not least from the aggressive 
missionary efforts of the age. Some very marked indications 
have met us in Europe of the value of this free and unfettered 
preaching in Italy and in London. 

And now a word on the subject of our ecclesiastical polity. 
We don’t believe that there is any detailed system of Church gov- 
ernment prescribed in the Bible, though we find there certain 
leading principles, and with these we think our Church complies. 
I may glance at this point again. 

Those means of grace which our fathers valued we value, and 
pre-eminently the class-meeting. It is our prayer that the Meth- 
odist Churches may never give up the class-meeting. We believe, 
Bishop Morris, that the pulpit has not always vindicated the class- 
meeting on the highest grounds, for there are many precepts of 
the New Testament which can hardly be obeyed without some 
such arrangement. At least we ask, How can we better exhort 
and edify one another, or confess our faults one to another, and 
pray one for another, that we may be healed or bear each other’s 
burdens, and. so fulfill the law of Christ? Class-meeting is, to 
many, the criterion of a high state of spiritual life. God forbid 
that the class-meeting should ever come to be an institution of the 
‘past. Societies and our best people are most noted for their faith- 
ful observance of class meetings. 

We have not been very earnest in maintaining the Bands. And 
why? Not because we think that they have not proved emi- 
nently useful to many, not because we magnify the objections to 
them as being particularly open to abuse, but because of the mul- 
tiplied activities of the Church, and the difficulty of sustaining 
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them all. And our anxiety is to uphold the class-meeting, and 
make it do what the band-meetings were designed to do: to pro- 
mote holiness among the people, aud set the privilege before every 
believer, not as a branch of esoteric teaching, but as a blessing to 
be sought by all the pardoned people of God. 

In passing let me say a word respecting another of the means 
of grace. Among the most valuable of our plans, some of us are 
wont to reckon the old eight o’clock Sabbath evening prayer. 
Time was when bands of good men hastened from each of our 
central chapels, at the close of public service, to conduct these 
meetings in every part of Sheffield, of Leeds, of Manchester, of 
Hull, and of many other places. The voice of prayer was heard, 
and songs of praise went up from many parts of our towns and 
cities, and hundreds were converted to God. And I venture to 
say that the revival and effective maintenance of these meetings— 
at least on our side of the water—would have a blessed result. 
The great matter is, we need the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
How often have we said, in the language of the Nicene divines, 
“T believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Sen.” How often have we 
protested that our services without Him are clouds without water, 
clouds which (as Richard Watson said) may be gay with all the 
hues of light, but which mock the husbandman as they pass in 
brilliant career over his parched fields. The clouds we long to 
see are charged with the vapors of spring, tremble to the impulse 
of the breeze, and impatient to pour the vital shower on the dry 
and thirsty earth. We want the Holy Ghost. 

We want the constant baptism, not merely a fruitful rain here, 
and sterility there and then; not excitement to-day and miserable 
coldness to-morrow; but zeal fed.from the celestial altar, a fire 
that will not go out. We want a constant revival, one continual 
ingathering of souls. Then he that reapeth shall receive wages, 
and gather fruit to life everlasting. But while we desire a con- 
stant baptism of grace, we value the extraordinary effusions also, 
when God shall send them, and when the living waters cut their 
own channels. Then all hail to the life-giving floods! May they 
come on Europe and on America! ‘Awake, awake, O north 
wind, and blow! thou south wind, awake. Then shall the 
spices of the garden of the Lord flow out, and Zion will be 
the joy of the earth.” Had I the voice of thunder, I would lift 
it up in affirming that what the Church wants more than every- 
thing else is the power from on high, the glory of the Holy 
Ghost, the pentacostal flame. Pentecost is not an obsolete word. 
It does not belong to old history only. The Spirit -is com- 
ing—the gentle and pacific Dove is even now hovering above this 
assembly. 

I will not dwell on the statistics of our missionary cause, but 
will pass on to one or two illustrations of a general kind. I am 
thankful that we have not been tried (as some have been) with 
long delays. The Church Missionary Society labored for sixteen 
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years before it could point to one native convert, and in the seven- 
teenth year it numbered six or seven only. But God did not try 
us in that furnace. Further: our resources are now ampler than 
ever before. We have the Bible in one hundred and sixty-three 
languages, representing the vast majority of the human race. It 
is an impressive sign of the times, that all medical science and all 
sound learning are to be found in Christian lands. Around Leba- 
non there are Arab tribes supporting Christian schools. Through- 
out the, Turkish empire trade and industry (agriculture alone 
excepted) are rapidly passing from Mohammedan into Christian 
hands. The Jewish mind is also trembling toward important 
change. In Hamburgh, Berlin, and other cities of the continent, 
where the Jews are very numerous, they have ceased to observe 
with any care the Seventh Day Sabbath. There are at least sev- 
enty Jews preaching the Gospel in the Established Church, and 
some also in the non-conformist bodies. The meeting of a “ Uni- 
versal Israelite Alliance” at Paris, in 1862, was under the presi- 
dency of a literary Jew, a man of mark, who declared, “We do 
not come here to attack Christianity. Christianity is a sister 
creed, and it comes from the same spring with our own.” New 
dJanguage, this, from Hebrew lips. 

We have always observed a beautiful proportion between active 
missionary efforts and the prosperity of our Churches at home. 
These have had more light at home when they have sent the most 
light abroad. There is among us a deepening conviction of the 
greatness of the missionary work. All Evangelical Churches in 
England are pledged to the missionary work; all, indeed, but those 
who deny the Godhead and atonement of the Redeemer, and I be- 
lieve they are wisely abstinent, for their cool abstraction will never 
convert the soul. ; 

The record of our numbers abroad does not describe the extent 
of our work. Man‘y native ministers are there who are not so 
marked on our stations. One hundred colonial pastors, for exam- 
ple, are found among our brethren in Australia. I may just refer 
to the jubilee movement. Before I left England the contributions 
promised were approaching £170,000 sterling, and this without 
diminishing local efforts or the ordinary revenue of the Missionary 
Society. In Manchester, where I attended the anniversary one 
week before I left England, it was announced that in that district, 
representing the distressed cotton population, the amount of con- 
tributions for the year just closed exceeds that of any former year, 
and that of the year immediately preceding by £700 sterling. 

It is high time to refer to the bearing of British Methodism upon 
other Churches, and of other Churches upon ours. | I thank God 
we have never striven to disturb any other communion, There is 
not an example, from Shetland to the Land’s End, in which we have 
lent our churches as an arena of attack upon any other Church. 
We have never meddled with any other Church, save to bless it. 
I wish I could say as much of some others. We stand in the mid- 
dle, and those who stand in the middle are liable to be assaulted 
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from both extremes. We stand in the middle between Pelagian- 
ism and Predestinarianism—between High Churchism and strenu- 
ous dissenters—between formalism and rant. We are in the mid- 
dle, the safe middle, but we haye to pay the tax for it. : 

High-flying ecclesiastics have said we are nobody, and less than 
nobody. They boldly assert their uninterrupted succession from 
the apostles, and make everything turn on that. Our answer is, 
if this is so, Why is there not a text in the New Testament to sus- 
tain you? why no list of bishops kept by the early Churches? no 
direction in the sacred page for the consecration of prelates? In 
a word, why is there no scriptural, no documentary evidence, and 
why do-you derive only one line from twelve apostles? We have 
said, “If you belong to Peter, and will allow us to belong to Paul, 
or to holy John, we are just as well satisfied.” Many earnest dis- 
senters have been quite as willing to put us down. But the best 
and the greatest of men on both sides have been ready to do us 
justice. Our trouble has been with great men in a small way. 
Perhaps you have none such in these states. Smatterers have 
charged us with illiteracy ; bigots with sectarianism ; men eager to 
rule all except their own spirits have painted us as the worst of 
tyrants. Some have smiled on us while we were locally of small 
account, but, wanting magnanimity, have been unable to bear a 
rival, or calmly, fo see others outstrip them in the race. 

Some again are ready to step into our labors and rob us of their 
results. There is abundant evidence, however, all over England, 
that what the people want is the simple Methodist preaching ; and 
this, though not a few gentlemen have taken pains to disparage us 
both in regard to doctrine and discipline. These gods have come 
down too often from their little Olympus, but always in the like- 
ness of men, and often intensely and insignificantly human. In this 
case, truly, “*tis distance lends enchantment to the view.” When 
you come near them you find they have neither superior learning 
nor logical acumen, nor, in short, any great quality at all to sustain 
their pretensions. 

It has been common in some quarters to charge us with seeking 
to be a hierarchy, and with the assumption of undue powers in the 
Church ; whereas, in our judgment, no Chureh gives its people 
greater opportunities of doing good and acquiring influence. All 
our meetings, save those which deal with character of the clergy, 
are open to laity. The salaries of the ministers are in their hands. 
The large revenue from the pew rents of our chapels the Conference 
cannot touch. Each connectional fund is administered by a mixed 
committee. 

It is true the Conference is, by the poll deed, a clerical body. 
To change that instrument, even in the slightest degree, would 
require parliamentary action. And, in truth, where the Bible is 
the statute book little legislation can be required ; while in regard 
to that little a check is provided in favor of the people. Any one 
‘may freely represent his views to the Supreme Court. Finally, the 
guards of ministerial discipline are preserved by this arrangement, 


B, X.] Address of Rev. William L. Thornton, M. A. 815 


It appears to us that these would naturally come to be weakened 
if gentlemen not amenable to examination were admitted to the 
examining body. In fact, there is a notable instance in which the 
result has been the entire omission of the inquiry into ministerial 
character. And now I must refer to some of our numerous seces- 
sions; and not with a view to disparage any one, but with a prac- 
tical aim. For, to borrow a sentence from the greatest speech of 
the greatest orator of antiquity, “‘ although the time of the events 
is past, the time to learn from them is always present.” First, 
then, in every case agitation has arisen with one or two individu- 
als; never with the masses of our people. And never in the direc- 
tion of popular power, strictly understood; but in the direction of 
an oligarchy,’and mainly a lay oligarchy. At one time the assaults 
came from opposite poles at the same time, from those who wished 
to go toward the Church of England, and from those who wanted 
to get to the greatest distance on the other side. But of late all the 
agitation had gone in one direction; and yet, strange to say, the 
seceders have always been slow to join one another. We have also 
observed that they have often come to adopt the very thing which 
at first they had condemned among us. For instance, the use of 
the title “Reverend,” and the introduction of organs into the 
Churches. Further, the leaders in these movements seldom pros- 
pered in after life. They had been shamefully neglected by the 
people whom they had misled; and, in some notable cases, the 
old Wesleyans had found it necessary to give them relief in order 
to save them from extreme humiliation. And these secessions had 
contributed little or nothing to the general cause of Christian 
progress. I will not interpret this, I will simply mention the facts. 
J remember the hint of Jeremy Taylor about the writing which 
‘gleamed on the palace wall in Babylon, that it was a message of 
vengeance, but written in so dark a character that it needed a 
prophet for its interpretation. ; 

Again: after each struggle the parent Methodist Society has put 
on new strength, and prepared for some new enterprise. Once 
more the holy discipline received from our fathers has been main- 
tained on the side of the line marked by these controversies. In 
every part of England you will find that men who are lax in their 
theology and lax in their conduct prefer the seceders before the 
old Methodists. And this is no new thing, for we have had the 
honor to be pronounced in the cloisters of the Vatican “the worst 
of all Protestants.” We are hated above all the rest. Yet, while 
we have been accused of seeking power, the tendency of all 
our recent legislation has been toward popular privileges ; and our 
wish is only to be able to do our duty, and to bear the sacred. bur- 
den which our Divine Master has imposed upon us. 

And now, with thanks for your courtesy In listening so long, I 
go back to my first point. It is a delightful coincidence to me, 
and, let me say, a bright and blessed presage, that I meet. you in 
Philadelphia, bringing a message of that amity from which the 
city draws its beautiful name, Semper floreat Philadelphia. Honor 
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and peace to her Churches! May the glory of the Lord rest upon 
you! Your triumph is our triumph; and who is afflicted among 
you and we burn not? Don’t listen to men who say otherwise, 
bold and noisy though they be. Time was when they spoke 
words of war. But shall the mother country, dear and venerable, 
and the illustrious daughter states, ever lift up the sword against 
each other? Forbid it, humanity! Forbid It, sound statesman- 
ship! Forbid it, every glance at the graves and monuments of 
ancestors! Forbid it, every principle of a divine and most benev- 
olent religion! What! shall the two peoples, conspicuous to 
all angels and to all mankind for the profession of Christianity, 
conspicuous for Protestantism, conspicuous for Methodism, con- 
spicuous for missionary zeal, and for plans of carrying the bread of 
life to a famishing world; these two peoples, whose renown has 
far outrun the flight of the Roman eagle, and the terror of the 
Arabian cimeter; shall these nations to whom the world is look- 
ing for light and liberty and truth, shall these nations go to war 
with each other? I trust in God as I answer, No! A thousand 
times, No! Ten thousand times, No! It shall not be told, as 
Satan would have it, to the Jew, nor to the roving Arab, nor 
to the wondering heathen, who waits for the Gospel from us, that 
we have lifted up the sword against each other. Sooner let our 
right hand forget her cunning and moulder in dishonored dust. 
Never! never! But I will come nearer home, and ask, Shall the 
Methodist Churches of these lands be estranged and separated? 
Shall we, who are one in religion, in doctrine, in leading principles 
of discipline, one in the hope of heaven, one in Christ, shall we be 
separated? Never! The sainted ghosts of Wesley, Coke, and 
Asbury would rebuke us if we thus abjured their great design. 
Shall these Churches, then, be divided? [ answer, No! a thousand 
times, No! ten thousand times, No! We have written upon our 
banners, one Lord, one Saith, one baptism. 

And surely God is in this place. How dreadful, yet how 
delightful! If there is one instance above all the rest to which the 
word of Christ applies, “ Where two or three are met together in 
my name, there am I in the midst,” surely this is the instance and 
the place! (I pause not to remind such an assembly as this of the 
original reference of the promise.) Jesus is here. The mild, 
pacific Dove hovers near this asseinbly. Angels are here! The 
spirits of the mighty dead are here! I hear a word which breaks 
from the sepulcher of martyrs and apostles: ‘ As touching brotherly 
love, ye have no need that I write unto you; for ye yourselves 
are taught of God to love one another.” And the voice of the 
Spirit answers. The Lover of peace and the Lover of souls will 
give us his peace. 

My dear and reverend brethren, you will send me back I know, 
I feel, with a message to my brethren in strains of the Sweetest 


singer of our Israel, strains which have often trembled on your lips 
and on ours: 
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‘Who of twain hath made us one, 
Maintains our unity; 

Jesus is the corner-stone, 
In whom we all agree. 


“ Servants of our common Lord. 
Sweetly of one heart and mind, 
Who can break a threefold cord, 
. Or part whom God hath joined? 


‘* Partakers of the Saviour’s grace, 
he same in mind and heart, 
Nor joy, nor grief, nor time, nor place, 
Nor life, nor death can part.” 


Ft + 2 
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SERMON BY REV. WILLIAM L. THORNTON, M.A, 
PREACHED BEFORE THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 
MAY 16, 1864. 


[PHONOGRAPHICALLY REPORTED. | 


The church was densely crowded to hear this eminent and 
esteemed minister and official visitor, who, by his Christian sympa- 
thy with the American Church and nation, by his sanctified talents, 
and by his urbane demeanor, has endeared himself to all who have 
had the pleasure of intercourse with him. 

The reverend gentleman opened the services by reading the 
11th Hymn, commencing: 


“From all that dwell below the skies, 


Let the Creator’s praise arise.” ‘ 


The Conference and congregation united in singing the hymn, 
after which the preacher led the devotions of the congregation by 
offering a most impressive prayer, concluding with the recitation 
of the Lord’s Prayer. 

He then read the song of Zacharias, beginning at Luke i, 68, as 
the lesson for the occasion. 

The 739th Hymn, commencing, 


‘“‘ Jesus, the conqueror, reigns, 
In glorious strength arrayed,” 


was then sung by the congregation. ‘ 

The preacher then announced as the text the eighteenth verse 
of the tenth chapter of the Gospel by St. Luke: “I beheld Satan as 
lightning fall from heaven.” 

The power of the wicked one is a marvel. That the enemy of 
God and man should have been permitted so long and so drearily 
to wave his iron scepter over the fairest and amplest realms of the 
world, that this Moloch should have been permitted to sacrifice 
upon his horrid altars myriads of human victims, is, indeed, more 
than a marvel—it is a profound mystery. It is true that the power 
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of the enemy is not an absolute power any more than it is a legiti- 
mate power. This is very significantly implied in the text, which 
speaks of his ruling “in the hearts of the children of disobedience.” 
It is by man’s guilty concurrence that the empire of Satan is main- 
tained. : 

It is true, to use the striking expression of Charnock, that th 
power of Satan is rather that of an executioner than of a prince and 
sovereign. But the fact is still there. St. Paul speaks of Satan as 
“the ruler of the darkness of this world,” and our blessed Redeemer 
styles him, more than once, “the prince of this world.” _ 

The fact, I repeat, is still there; and he who denies it throws 
away the only key for the solution of the mystery. The fact reap- 
pears on any theory. All the experiences and convictions of man- 
kind, all the dreams of Persian and Manichean sages, all the strug- 
glings of the soul against the pressure of an overmastering power, 
all show that Satan reigns. And there is no solvent of the mystery 
but the scriptural account. 

We need not deny to a variety of reasonings on this subject their 
meed of relative and comparative value. It may be well demanded, 
Was God to abstain from his noblest work in creation lest the 
intelligent mind should go wrong? The creation of our intelligent 
mind is a greater work than the projection of ten thousand shin- 
ing worlds in the realms of space. But an intelligent mind implies 
freedom, and freedom implies the contingency of sin. 

Again, is not man stimulated by hostility to more heroie virtue 
during his period of probation? And would the divine mercy. 
have been developed had there been no sin and no sorrow? It is 
a cheering thought that we may now glorify Christ in innumerable 
ways that will not be open to us when we take our places among 
the bloed-washed and glorified before the throne. This world is 
the battle-ground, and the eyes of the universe are fixed upon it. 
Lastly, have we not herein, by contract, an illustration, a magnify- 
ing evidence of the excellence of God, as contrasted with the weak- 
ness and imperfection of his creatures ? 

Whatever may be the result of our questionings, one thing is 
certain: God intends to bring light out of this darkness. A wise 
and gracious end is to be accomplished. The universe is to be the 
gainer by the experiment; and Satan’s overthrow will be all the 
more tremendous because of his long-continued sway over the 
children of disobedience. On the very field which he has chosen 
for the display of his terrible power shall he be cast down. On 
this very globe, where he has so long ruled, shall he be defeated ; 
and Christ shall be conqueror, and more than conqueror. It is to 
this the text refers. Swiftly, surely, as the electric flash, which 
comes down’from the laden cloud to the earth; so swiftly, so surely 
shall the tyranny of Satan be destroyed, and the grand enemy be 
brought down, even as lightning from the skies. This province of 
the empire of God, so long alienated, shall be reclaimed amid the 
loud and louder acclaim of men and angels. Jesus shall more than 
conquer his great foe, who shall be humbled and tortured forever. 
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And whose words are these we are considering? They are the 
words of Him whom Satan most abhors. The lion hates the shep- 
herd, the wolf hates the shepherd of the sheep, and Satan hates the 
Saviour of sinners. But that Saviour came to earth to secure the 
victories of the Cross. He came to destroy the works of the devil, 
and to deliver mankind from the iron thraldom of evil. 

There were some moments in the sorrowful life of Christ when 
his countenance was irradiated with new and unwonted joy. Even 
Jesus exulted in spirit. One of these occasions was when the dis- 
ciples brought him the tidings of their first victory. Their first 
missionary report was, “‘ Lord, even the devils are subject unto us 
through thy name.” They wondered at the marvelous power which 
attended them. He wondered not at the power of his name. He 
knew that before that name devils would fear and fly; he knew 

that earth would rejoice and hell be forever discomfited. When 
as yet there were no depths, no fountains of water; long before 
the sun had shone and planets rolled; ere the morning stars had 
sung together, he knew the victories of grace that would be won. 

“Twas beholding your victories, I was marking your successes, 
I was beholding Satan fall as lightning from heaven.” 

Let us study these words: 1. In their original reference; 2. In 
some of the larger illustrations which arise in the kingdom of grace; 
and, 3. In some of the lessons and sentiments proper to the present 
time and occasion which the vision suggests. 

1. We will trace the primary reference of these words by the 
light of the chapter in which they stand. 

Among the Evangelists St. Luke alone relates the calling and 
mission of the Seventy. He writes in this very chapter: “ After 
these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them 
two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he 
himself would come.” “Seventy,” perhaps in allusion to the elders 
of antiquity—perhaps in allusion to the Seventy, popularly regard- 
ed, but strictly the seventy-two members of the Jewish Sanhedrim. 
“The Lord appointed other seventy also.” This was a special and 
temporary agency. They were sent before him to announce his 
comifig; to publish “ How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, that 
bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth !” oe 

This occurrence was late in time, near the close of the ministry 
of Christ. But he desired to give them one warning more, one 
voice more of entreaty and mercy. Wherever he is coming he 
sends his messengers before him. He knew the bloodthirsty crowd 
that panted for his murder? He knew the rebellious hearts of those 
to whom he sent his messengers; but he would give them one 
warning more. | ; 

Here let me say that even now it may be the case with some in 
this favored assembly, that the voice of God is now uttering those 
words: “My spirit shall not always strive with man.” There 
is not one here, not one, not the youngest of you all upon whom 
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the Holy Spirit has not moved. O vex him not! O delay not 
to attend to the whispers of his voice! If there is one here who 
has provoked the Spirit so long that he is now about to depart, let 
me say, in the name of this assembly and on your behalf, 
“Stay, thou insulted Spirit, stay, 
Though I have done thee such despite, 
Nor cast the sinner quite away, 
Nor take thine everlasting flight.” 

It is a remarkable fact that the Saviour sends the Seventy two 
and two, not one alone. Not one, to be found in the dread battle 
alone, to lie down in despondency, uncheered by the voice of a 
brother. Indeed, I cannot find in the New Testament one instance 
in which a Church was committed to the charge of one pastor. It 
may be right, but I cannot find the instance. I speak of the long 
continuance of one pastor in charge of one congregation. Nor is 
there a man living, we may say, who is able to minister to the 
necessities of a large Church and congregation for a long succes- 
sion of years. 

My dear and reverend friends, you will be among the first. to 
admit the advantage of a collegiate ministry. I mean a ministry 
in which one is sustained by another. Your ministry is indeed, in 
a high and blessed sense, a united pastorate; and may the blessing 
of God continue to crown your labors. 

What did the Master say when he commissioned the Seventy ? 
He saw that the time of harvest was coming, and he said: “Go 
and preach my word, and say, The kingdom of God is at hand; 
but as you go, pray that the Lord of the harvest would send forth 
laborers into his harvest.” The tone of the instructions given to 
the Seventy may be paraphrased in very simple words: “Wait 
for nothing; provide no superfluity of attire; take no staves; salute 
no man by the way; don’t be anxious to make friends or strengthen 
your appeal. Go in my name alone, a name that has never lost 
its power to charm, to bless, and to save the world. Go in my 
great name, which will never, never, NEVER lose its power.” _ 

But these disciples were likewise empowered to work miracles, 
to heal the sick, to cure the blind; and even the devils were made 
subject unto them. And they go to bless the houses into which 
they entered, and to carry out the great and beneficent powers 
conferred upon them. The power of miracles is done away because 
the evidence of Christianity is complete. The splendor of the mir- 
acles would grow pale if the miracles were constantly repeated, 
Perhaps the late Dr. Arnold is correct in his acute remark that, 
“None later than apostles had the power to confer the gift of mir- 
acles.” If so, the miracles wrought by the apostles in the name of 
Christ fulfilled a great but temporary purpose. The disciples went 
forth to work wonders. 

At their word diseases fled; yea, even to their own amazement, 
the devils, the unclean spirits, bowed before them. ‘Their mission 
was soon fulfilled, and they hastened back to their Master to 
report, “Even the devils are subject unto us.” We have often 
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said that God is able and willing to do for us more than we can 
ask or think. But does he not multiply his blessings even beyond 
his promises? He goes on to be gracious even beyond his written. 
word. There is not a term in the commission of the Seventy about 
a power over unclean spirits. It is only, Go and heal the sick, and 
say unto them, “The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.” 
But when that triumphant.name, which is above every name, was 
uttered, devils feared and fled; and the Seventy marveled, and they 
gathered up their report in that one word, “even the devils are 
subject unto us.” 

Brethren, look at the case here referred to. We have all been 
so familiar with the narrative of these demoniacs that we have 
not stopped to consider how dreadful was the case. Think of 
a man inhabited by demons, for Satan is not represented as pos- 
sessing the man; it is by his emissary demons that this work is 
done. But think of an athletic, noble frame tortured, ruled, em- 
ployed, the very organs of the body used by a legion of indwelling 
fiends. The limbs, the vocal organs, all usurped by these tyrants. 
I deny that this is a mere orientalism. I deny that this narrative 
implies epilepsy, lunacy, or any other form of mental disease. It. 
signifies the casting out of devils. It is identified most particularly’ 
in Matthew: “ And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, and healing 
all manner of sickness, and all manner of diseases among the 
people. And his fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought 
unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and 
torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those 
which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy, and he healed - 
them.” Matt. iv, 23, 24. 

How marvelous the case of the demoniac! Some of our philo- 
sophic students have said that it shows the contiguity to us of un- 
seen powers; that spirits, inhabitants of heaven or hell, are even 
now near us. How does the case suggest the longing of the spirit 
for union with some animal organism? How did the demons 
dread the sentence which should remit them to their own abyss? 
What a fearful example of Satan’s power and malice! What 
a world he would make of this world if he were uncontrolled! 
He would make it far more terrible than the most terrible field of 
blood over which your tears have fallen during the last three years. 
Here is a concrete example of his power and malice. See how he 
tyrannizes over the poor demoniac. Here is a manifest reply to 
Sadduceeism. Here is an argument obvious even to the vulgar ap- 
prehension ; here is a proof of the existence of evil spirits; here is 
a case for Christ’s benefic interference ; here is a proof that Christ 
was sent to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captive, and the opening of’ prison doors to them that are bound ; 
to give ligfe, and joy, and gladness to the world. 

There were many bright omens when Christ came; and there 
was this fearful omen. I know of no other cases in history like 
these. It was to show that he had power extending beyond 
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the limits of the world, reaching even to Hades; that he had power 
over matter and over mind; that he had power in the unfathom- 
able receptacles of the unseen, and over the rulers of the darkness 
of this world. 

Now to be defeated there, to be defeated at this great and crit- 
ical point, to be defeated in that very instance to which all the 
malice and power of Satan had been concentrated ; to be defeated 
there, while all angels were looking on, and the whole intelligent 
universe marvelingly observed it; for the arch fiend to see the 
wasted, tortured victims of his power snatched from his grasp, 
relieved, comforted, solaced, exulting; to see here the presage of 
universal shame and defeat, and of the final triumph of the 
Redeemer ; O what a fall! I beheld Satan like lightning fall from 
heaven. 

_ Nay, further, to be defeated by such an instrumentality. A few 
poor men—a few tax-gatherers, tent-makers or fishermen, obscure 
inhabitants of an obscure district of an unimportant country of the 
world—a few poor men carrying only a message of peace, and 
strong only in the Lord. And this the Redeemer had significantly 
pointed out. He said, not according to his usual term, “I send 
you forth as sheep ;” but, “I send you forth as lambs among 
wolves ”—as though he would remind them of their feebleness and. 
insufficiency for the work before them, and how exposed they 
would be to the rage of the roaring wolf, the lion of hell, and all 
the enmity of mankind. 

Reverend fathers and brethren, you wield a power greater than 
the power of the warrior or the statesman or the critic. The pul- 
pit is higher than any other stand in the world ; and yet preaching 
is the simplest arrangement that could ‘have been suggested. 
Granted that the wisdom of the arrangement can be traced even 
by our glimmering eyes; for preaching fixes upon the study of the 
Bible ten thousand of the brightest intellects of the world from 
day to day and from generation to generation. The preaching of 
the word is mighty; it runs from heart to heart; but it is power- 
less without the power of God. When the primitive apostles went 
out they boasted of no power, no learning, no armor, nothing but 
the panoply divine. They had the armor of righteousness upon 
the right hand and upon the left. 

- They preached in the name of their Master. Even within a few 
months or years they filled Jerusalem with their doctrine. Sama- 
tia with one accord believed, and.a great company of the priests 
were obedient to the faith. 

See the flood of truth and light as it flows on and on and on, 
until it extends from Jerusalem round about unto Illyricum, to 
Athens, to Rome, and then onward and onward until, in a few 
centuries, the master of the world wrapped in imperial purple sat 
beneath the shadow of the cross; until the religion of Jesus became 
the established religion of the most erudite and powerful nations of 
the earth. Surely, we may say, it is the Lord’s doing, and it is mar- 
velous in our eyes. Fifteen hundred years ago Chrysostom, when 
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preaching in the Cathedral of Constantinople, said, in reference to 
the extension of the Gospel, “It has gone from the Aigean to the 
German shores ;” and when finishing a magnilicent climax, added, 
“Even Britain has heard the word of life?’ Ah, brethren, Chry- 
sostom had never heard of these Hesperian shores. me 

Yes, blessed be God! Britain has heard the word of life, and 
Britain and America are now publishing that word in one hundred 
and sixty-three languages of the earth. Fly, everlasting Gospel! 
Fly, till all men shall hear the glad tidings of salvation! And it 
shall fly. The preaching of the Gospel shall never cease until the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God. We have heard 
the press magnified, and its power is great. We have heard the 
lecture-room magnified, and the power of the lecture-room is great; 
but, brethren, the preaching of the Gospel is higher, nobler, 
grander, more powerful. Never, never may the pulpit become the 
place of mere lecturing! O for the power to preach the Gospel 
as when apostles taught and martyrs bled! 

And here let me say everything in the Bible is true—everything 
from Moses to Revelation; but in the whole Bible one doctrine is 
magnified above all the rest. It is the truth, that which saves the 
soul. We write on our banners, “It is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to: 
save sinners.” O let that word fill every land; let it be echoed in 
every dwelling; let it bless every family; let it save every soul by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. To borrow a word from Chalmers: 
“JT am standing on the coast and looking at the low line of blue 
land stretching away, away, and I see nothing but that line of blue 
land. But bring me the telescope, and immediately there shall 
burst on my view groves, cornfields, villages, spires, rivers—a 
charming variety. But the glass brings no object on the field, 
only enables me to see what is there already. So of the Spirit’s 

lass.” 
a Here is Paradise regained and reopened to us. Give me the 
Bible, and the Bible alone, to discover to me the great facts to 
which inspiration has given expression. ‘ 

Had Jesus merely healed diseases of the body there had been no 
proof of his power over both worlds. But in the expulsion of 
Satan he has achieved an obvious triumph. When the disciples 
rejoicingly informed him of their success he said in effect, “I was 
beholding it. I witnessed your triumph. I saw ‘Satan like light- 
ning fall from heaven.’ I knew it of old, even in the beginning, 
when there were no depths, when there were no fountains abound- 
ing with water; even then I rejoiced, foreseeing in the habitable 
parts of the earth, and my delights were with the sons of men.” 

' And now the Redeemer enlarges the powers of the Seventy. 
“Behold I give you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and 
over alf the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by any means 
hurt you.” I know not whether Satan has not had some remarka- 
ble power over serpents from the beginning ; certainly some of the 
most remarkable signs and wonders in heathendom have been 
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wrought on serpents, or by means of them. “I give you power 
over serpents ;” but let there be no martial pride, no party enthusi- 
asm, no human flame of ambition. Do not exult merely or mainly 
that to you is given the victory over opposers, but cherish such a 
joy as Jesus felt. Once he rejoiced, but it was a joy in the accom- 
plishment of his father’s purposes, Let your joy be self-forgetting— 
a rapture that loses itself in his blessed presence and everlasting 
praise. ‘Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Let 
me have that joy, let my dear friends here, you, have that joy. 
Your grateful hearts respond, “ Yes, we know that our names are 
written in heaven.” We are not in the mist, else why did the 
prophets of old desire to see what we see, and to know what we 
know? Why, then, did they desire our dimmer day? Ah, breth- 
ren, you walk in the light of a glorious Gospel day. 
You have often sung, 


“Long my imprisoned spirit lay. 
Fast bound in'sin and nature's night: 
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray ; 
I woke; the dungeon flamed with light : 
“y chains fell off, my heart was tree,— 
rose, went forth, and followed Thee.” 


“Rejoice, then, because your names are written in heaven.” 
The greatest miracle is less than an enfranchisement in heaven, the 
city of the great King. 

II. But it is high time to remind you that the victory over these 
unclean spirits, and their expulsion from the human habitation they 
had insulted, degraded, and tortured, was a mere pledge of things 
to come; a prelude to higher conquests and sublimer achievements. 
“These great words,” says a learned German commentator, “look 
back, and look forward also.” The great thing is not the expul- 
sion of a few wretched demons, but the light thus shed upon the 
great work of man’s redemption. The great doctrine is this: The 
hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. The subjec- 
tion of the unclean spirits is not the cause, but the effect, of a higher 
triumph, accomplished by a stronger than the strong man armed. 

Christ must reign. “Shall the prey be taken from the mighty ? 
Shall the lawful captive be delivered?” The prey shall be taken; 
and, though we deny that the captivity is lawful, the captive shall 
be delivered. The stronger man shall gain the victory, and on this 
terrestrial field, for this is the very ground on which wonders are 
to be wrought out. The eyes of the universe are fixed on this 
planet as the scene of most stupendous strife and of the greatest 
Victories of grace. And let it never be forgotten that Jesus tri- 
umphs zn or by the cross. “And having spoiled principalities and 
powers,” says St. Paul, “he made a show of them openly, triumph- 
ing over them in it,” that is, in the cross. Two glorious words. 
assure us of it; one from the father God, and one from the filial 
God. The first is, “But unto the Son. he saith, Thy throne, O 
God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter 
of thy kingdom; thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity : 
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therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with gladness 
above thy fellows.” The other is the word of the Redeemer: 
“ All power is given unto me, both in heaven and earth.” 

Now the divine government is reinstituted on safe and ample 
foundations; now, while man is saved, God is glorified ; now the 
divine perfections are brought out in new splendor. 


“The first archangel never saw 
So much of God before.” 


Redemption is accomplished. “I have finished the work,” said 
Christ, “which thou gavest me to do.” But that work could 
never be accomplished without the dethronement of Satan, the 
enemy of God and of man. The sentence of dethronement is 
already passed. “‘ Now is the crisis of the world; now shall the 
prince of this world be cast out.” There never was such a crisis 
before. The world has had many memorable hours, but never 
one like that. 5 

Under the new dispensation Christ dethrones Satan: 

1. By an exposure of his character, aims, plans, and certain ruin. 

Has it ever struck you how little is said of Satan in the Old Test- 
ament? He is not mentioned ‘in the five books of Moses, except 
(it may be) in one allusion to a “Child of Belial.” In the sacred 
books following he appears but a few times; for example, as tempt- 
ing David to number the people; again, as appearing in the com- 
pany of worshipers, according to Job; and again, as confronting 
the high priest, as you read in Zechariah. How dark the enigma 
of his history would be if it were not for the light shed upon it in 
the New Testament! 

_ How little is said, save in these later inspired books, of the great 

battle of life. How little of the use of the sword of the Spirit, that 
we may overcome the darts of the evil one. It is in the New Test- 
ament he appears not only as Satan the adversary, and Belial the 
wicked one, but also as the devil the accuser, and Apollyon the 
destroyer. It is there we see Christ assailed by the tempter, but 
coming forth more than conqueror, while angels come to minister 
unto him. The more we know of Satan’s character the less the 
influence he can wield over us. In fact, to show him up is to put 
him down. If he be known in his true characteristic—an assassin 
of souls, a liar from the beginning, a destroyer—he will be driven 
from the throne he is ambitious to fill, the throne of the world’s 
mind and homage; and we learn all this from the teachings of 
Christianity. 

2. There is an actual limitation of his power wherever the Gos- 
pel comes, and this far beyond the limits of the Church. History 
has never done justice to the fact. 

No historian, even down to Macaulay or Prescott, has duly 
shown the obligation of the world to the Gospel. Satan can never 
reign in a sphere of liberty, and love, and light; he flies away, 
scared by the new splendors. O what we owe to the Gospel! say 
for our literature, our equal laws, our manifold institutions. 
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Wherever the Gospel comes Satan’s power declines. Where now 
is witchcraft, magic, sorcery? In no land which the Gospel has 
irradiated. z 

3. The recovery of souls is a yet grander illustration. Souls 
renewed and saved. The lion tamed into the lamb, and the desert 
blossoming as the rose. Dear brethren, you have often marked 
the victories of Jesus, exemplified in “turning men from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” And ah! with 
what malignity does Satan look upon the awakened soul! He will 
do anything and everything to prevent his salvation and compass his 
ruin, to keep him back from Christ, and prevent him from coming 
into the kingdom of God. He will willingly allow him to make a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, to Rome, to Canterbury, to holy shrines and 
martyr’s tombs, but he is not willing for him to come to the cross. 
Chriss sees this. It is the moment. All things are ready, and 
Satan throws many an impediment and obstacle in the way. He 
seeks to make the truths of the Gospel obscure. He exults if he can 
keep the sinner away from Christ. You remember the case of the 
poor sufferer who was coming to Christ, and the devil threw him 
down. He has thrown many down in coming to Christ; but when 
the soul fully resolves to come, saying, “If I perish, I perish,” I 
will perish where no man has ever perished; where the trembling 
sinner casts himself upon Jesus, and under the shadow of the cross 
says, in the words of the old Moravian hymn: 

‘Lo! glad I come; and thou, blest Lamb, 
Shalt take me to thee, as I am; 


Nothing but sin have I to give,— 
Nothing but love shall I receive.” 


“I believe in Christ, my Saviour. Itrust him. I take the bless- 
ing on his terms;” then the Divine Spirit enables the struggling . 
soul to believe and enter into rest. Then Satan fell from heaven. 
Then he loses a slave and Christ gains a subject. And it shall be 
said of Zion, “This and that man were born there.” These victo- 
ries will be multiplied as they were in the primitive days, for the 
power of Christ is not abridged ; his arm is not shortened ; neither 
is his ear heavy, ‘that he cannot save.” “ Awake, awake; put on 
strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the 
generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and 
wounded the dragon? Art thou not it which hath dried the Sea, 
the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the 
sea a way for the ransomed to pass over?” The usurper shall 
not forever reign over the spirit of man. This world shall be 
recovered and restored to its allegiance, and Satan shall be forever 
cast out. 

4. Once more, in the experiences of the Christian’s life, and in 
the triumph of his death, Satan is cast down. . 

I will refer to one or two points only. First, it is said in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews that, “In that he himself hath suffered, 
being tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.” I 
dare not say, as some do, that Christ could not haye entered into 
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our case if he had never been tempted, but I will say that his sym- 
pathy comes to us as more real, more appreciable, because he has 
trodden the same path. I am tempted, so was he. I am poor, so 
was he. I am standing on the brink of the grave, so did he. Iam 
to lie down in the dust, so did he, and . 


“Where should the dying members rest 
But with their dying Head.’™ 


He is “touched with the feeling of our infirmities.” He under- 
stands all about us by his own experience of sorrow and woe, and 
in this respect he gains a glorious victory. 

But I have referred to the dying hour, the last conflict, the 
time when all earthly things fade from our vision, when eternity 
comes near. What can enable us to triumph then? I read in the 
same epistle: “‘Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death he ‘might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them, who through fear 
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 

I will frankly confess that for years that word appeared to my 
mind one of the most obscure in the Bible, that Satan had the 
power of death in any sense. He never had the power of life, but, 
in some awful sense, he had the power of death. He had the 
power to make death terrible, and the grave gloomy. But Jesus 
comes, according to the latter clause:ot the text, which is exeget- 
ical, to deliver us from the fear of death. . 

Have you noted how little of victory over death there is in the 
Old Testament? We know that the fathers of the Old Testament 
Church looked forward to a glorious resurrection. When the man* 
of Uz wished to write his words on the rock forever, the testimony 
he wished to render imperishable was, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see for myself, and mine 
eyes-shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed 
within me.” . 

Yes, they looked for a glorious resurrection. But what of 
Hades? What of the intervening state? They spoke of “the 
land of darkness and of the shadow of death,” the subterranean 
cavern of the dead. They seemed to think they were drearily to 
await the coming morning. lead the elegiac words of Hezekiah, 
or those of David: “The dead praise not the Lord: neither any” 
that go down into silence.” ; 

My dear and honored friends, it is in the New Testament that 
victory over death becomes complete, and death is swallowed up 
of life. And what mean those words, “If aman keep my saying 
he shall never see death ?” And again, “‘ Who hath abolished death, 
and hath brought lite and immortality to light?” And again, 
“ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. 
Even so, saith the spirit, for they rest from their labors, and their 


828: © Journal of the General Conference, 1864.  [B, XI. 


-works do follow them.” Why do we speak of dying? Death is 
no longer death! It is the entrance of life, the messenger of glory, 
The Master says: “I am the resurrection and the life.” Is it not 
with him as with good Josiah, who was smitten by archers on the 
blood-red field? and yet it is said that he was gathered to his fathers 
in peace. Ifthe outward man decay, and agony and sorrow mark 
the occasion, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. And 
there is a spirit of health which is “ most vigorous when the body 


dies.” 2 
‘The soul’s dark cottage, battered and decayed, 
Lets in new light through chinks which time hath made; 
Stronger by weakness wiser men become 
As they draw near to their eternal home.” 


We have heard dying Christians declare, “There is light in the 
valley.” ‘This enemy is forever vanquished.” 


‘‘T trample death beneath my feet, 
And gladly die, my Lord to meet.?’ 


So in the very article of death, on that dread occasion which 
Satan brought mto the world by sin, there, on his own field, 
is Satan brought down like lightning from heaven. 

III. And now, reverend brethren and friends, allow a few words 
of application. 

And, first, let us learn not to magnify our great adversary un- 
duly and unreasonably. 

I grant that he is a terrible enemy; but he is not omnipotent. 
I grant that he has many marshaled legions; but he and his forces . 
are not omnipresent. He is shrewd and subtle; but he is not 
prescient. He knows many things; but he cannot search the heart. 

* God only can do that. The enemy is great; but if we fight him in 
our Master’s strength we shall conquer. He that is for us is more 
than all that are against us. 


‘The weakest saint shall win the day, 
Though death and hell obstruct the way.” 


Secondly, see the secret of all spiritual success. “I send you 
forth as lambs among wolves.” 

There are in this assembly many men of power, men of learning, 
men of piety; but the chiefest among you, the wisest and most 
reverend among you, will be the first to acknowledge that all their 
power is from above. “All my springs are in thee.’ On our 
banners, streaming in the breeze, is the motto: ‘“ When I am weak 
then am I strong.” Of our great forerunners in the race, it is 
said that they subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the-sword,” but, also, out 
of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens.” But it was all done “through 
faith,” faith in the word and power of the Highest. 

And God still helps us to conquer. We have often seen his in- 
terposition just when we might least have expected it; when 
prominent and gifted men of the Church have heen taken away, 
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or some great calamity has swept over the Church, Then the Re- 
deemer has come to our help. Then he has shown himself mighty 
to save. Indeed, he seems to delight to show himself the one, the 
only one, mighty to save. Then we have asked, “Who is this 
that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ? this 
that is glorious in his apparel, traveling in the greatness of his 
strength.” And he has answered for himself, “I that speak in 
righteousness, mighty to save.” And when remonstrating we 
have said, “ Wherefore, if thine errand is one of saving, art thou 
red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in 
the wine-fat?” He has answered again, “I have trodden the wine- 
press alone, and of the people there was none with me. And I 
looked, and there was none to help, and I wondered that there 
was none to uphold; therefore mine own arm brought salvation 
unto me; and my fury, it upheld me.” 

Fathers and brethren, if He be for us who can be against us? 
Strong are we in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

Classical writers speak of warriors whose armor was so glittering 
as to spread terror among their enemies. O for armor of glorious 
light! O for the sword of etherial temper! O for the shield of. 
faith and the helmet of salvation and the breastplate of righteous- 
ness ! L 

Go, fathers and brethren, go in the might of your Saviour. He 
will be with you; and to the eve of your faith, as to the eye of the 
prophet’s servant, the mountains shall appear covered with chariots 
of fire and horses of fire, celestial squadrons your willing allies. 
Victory, eternal victory, shall crown your labor. ‘The vineyard is 
before you, and the great Redeemer waits with the amaranthin 
crown in his hands to hail you to immortal glory. % 

But, brethren, let us give God all the praise in the moment of 
triumph. We have seen marked instances in which a great revival 
has been stopped by human boasting or folly, and the Holy Spirit 
has been grieved; and perhaps he lingered a while and then de- 
parted. And let there be no sectarian boasting, no irreverence 
before God. Is it not wonderful that he suffers us, his humblest 
creatures, to speak in his great name; that he sends us as lambs 
among wolves ? Not unto us—not to Paul, or James, or John ; 
not to Luther, or Wiclif, or Latimer; not to Wesley, or Whitefield, 
or Asbury; not to our fathers here—‘‘not unto us, not unto us: 
but unto the name of the Lord be the praise.” I know you will 
allow me to collect the incense of your praise, as in one censer, and 
to pour it out in humble gratitude; “Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Let me acknowledge for you, and for my European friends, that 
from that divine spring all blessing comes, in every age, In every 
clime, from the Father through the Son, and by the Holy Ghost. 
Brethren, we have not magnified the Spirit as we ought to have 
done; we have not felt the force of that inspired word, “ Except 
the Lord build.the house, they labor in vain that build it; except 
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the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” Have 
we not sometimes spoken as though by our own skill, power, 
church organization, the wonder and admiration of the world, the 
talents and learning of our ministers, the wealth flowing into our. 
coffers, as if by these things the victory is to be accomplished ?. 
But God has often taught us, by humiliating lessons and by painful 
discipline, that he alone will be magnified. 
And now, brethren, farewell. Grace, mercy, and peace be upon 

you. May the blessing of God be with you. May Satan fall before 
you like lightning from heaven. May these realms be soon 
crowned with glorious peace. May America rise to be, more than 
ever, a benefactress of the world. We have sometimes called 
England “the lighthouse of the world.” America is now one of 
the lighthouses of the world. O may the light spread more 
and more! Why should it not be as when Vattor preached 
near Leeds, and a hundred souls were then melted in penitence ? 
Why not as when Whitefield received in one week a thousand 
letters from individuals who had been awakened under his preach- 
ing? Why not as when the “ Great Revival,” under Edwards and 
others, occurred in New England? Christ is the same. His arm 
has not lost its power to save. Christianity is not obsolete or 
effete. The day was not brighter at its dawn than it is at its 
meridian. And it is a day that shall be sueceeded by no night. It 
is a day that shall shine brighter and brighter until the prayer shall 
be fulfilled which you have often prayed, which has arisen from 
Australia, from Nova Seotia, from Africa, from India, from all parts 
of the world. 

“Thou Saviour of all, 

Effectually call 

The sinners that stray ; 


And O let a nation be born in a day ! 
* * * % * 


“Then, then let it spread 
Thy knowledge and dread, 
Till the earth is o’erftowed, 
And the universe filled with the glory of God.” 


At the close of the sermon the hymn commencing 


“‘ Jesus, the name high over all, 
‘ In hell, or earth, or sky ” 


was sung, and the services were closed with the benediction by 
Bishop Morris. 
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REPORTS ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


C, 1.—Journal, page 75. 
REPORT OF THE BOOK AGENTS AT NEW YORK. 


Farsers anp Breruren,—The four years embraced in this 
report have involved unusual difficulty and solicitude, arising from 
the slaveholders’ rebellion, and the consequent derangement of all 
kinds of business. Yet through the good providence of God the 
Book Concern has continued to prosper. For particular informa- 
tion in regard to its operations and present condition you are 
respectfully referred to the following statements: 


OF REAL ESTATE. 


In this department some changes have occurred worthy of spe- 
cial notice. The house in Seventh-street has been sold on the 
recommendation of the Book Committee.- We have also sold a 
part of our land in Michigan, and taken some other small lots in 
payment of debts. In the autumn of 1860 we purchased the two 
lots on Sutter-street, in San Francisco, recommended to us by the 
General Conference at its last session, for the sum of Five Thou- 
sand Dollars. Deeming it inexpedient, in view of the state of the 
country and other circumstances, to build a store just then, the 
lots were leased until the summer of 1862, when we sold them for 
the sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars cash, and purchased three 
other lots on Mission-street for Seven Thousand Three Hundred 
Dollars. During the past year we have erected a store on one of 
these lots twenty feet front by sixty feet deep, four stories high 
above the basement, with a back building for the accommodation 
of the Advocate published in that city... The real value of the 
property as it now stands we are unable to give. It is said to be 
worth $25,000. But in our Exhibit for 1863 it is put at $5,000, 
just the original cost of the Sutter-street lots. The reason for this 
was that we did not receive a detailed report of the property in 
season to present it in its full proportions. It will be sate to esti- 
mate it at $20,000, and add to the estimate $11,894 43, which is our 
actual profit on the investment inclusive of interest and rent. 

Before leaving this subject it is our duty to say that these 
encouraging and valuable results have been reached through the 
special agency of Rev. E. Thomas, editor of the California Chris- 
tian Advocate, and Capt. I. B. Thomas, a distinguished gentle- 
man and friend at San Francisco, to both of whom the Church 
is much indebted for their active and faithful labors. } 
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NEW BUILDINGS. 


By referring to the Journal of the last General Conference, page 
442, it will be seen that we were authorized to take early steps to 
secure a new store in the city of New York. This was well, and 
has been under consideration; but, owing to the unsettled state 
of the country, nothing has been consummated. Every month 
renders such a store more and more necessary, and our increasing 
business imperatively demands the appropriation of our store- 
rooms to manufacturing purposes, or the extension of our build- 
ings. We think that you will be safe to instruct the Agents 
that may be appointed to attend to this important interest at 
their earliest convenience. 

The last General Conference also recommended to us to provide, 
by purchase or otherwise, a building in the city of Boston for the 
accommodation of our Depository. Another resolution was passed 
with regard to Pittsburgh, looking to the accommodation of the 
Depository and the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate in that city, 
The reasons which deterred us from erecting a store in New York, 
with others of great weight, have seemed to your Agents and the 
Book Committee to lie with superior force against the immediate 
consummation of these enterprises. It will afford us great pleas- 
ure to give the conference or its committee full information on 
the subject. 


BOOK BUSINESS. 


In this department we have followed the policy indicated in our 
last report as the ¢rwe one, issuing small editions, and keeping our 
books new and fresh. The result is we have very little unsalable 
stock on hand. 


NEW ISSUES. 


The general depression of trade arising from the breaking out 
of the rebellion rendered it necessary for us to move cautiously 
in this branch of the business. We have, however, issued new 
works during the last four years ending Jan. 1, 1864, as follows: 


On the General Catalogue. ESS osal 15,0) 5 S.C BNNs che RETR 47 
On the Sunday-School Catalogue..........eceeeceeene.., stbile ef 204 
PIAQVE NA IIDO. Sta Tea Aare sk ee ese | SOI Pane oie ae 30 

otal fat scar cigs. Sishsiele.+ v's sist ois) ofata stele ieee 281 


Besides these, we have published Picture Papers, Sunday-School 
Tracts and requisites, and other valuable works, all of which go 
to Increase our variety and meet the wants of the Church. 

Business being very dull, and our numerous and long-tried 
workmen needing employment, in the summer of 1862 we intro- 
duced a branch not necessarily involved in our main objects, but 
perfectly consistent with them. We refer to the Album business. 
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This required but little outlay for machinery or tools, but it proved 
signally advantageous to the workmen and to the profits of thé 
Concern, We are doing a little at it at present, but not enough 
to interfere with our regular business. : 


SALES. 


Our sales were at first considerably injured by the rebellion cut- 
ting off all our southern trade, and greatly restricting that of 
other parts of the country. But taking the four years together 
we have done a large business. 


sen « 














Sales of Books in 1860..... Regs horsianerses-sf $284,607 21 
ee Meriodicalss C+ «sn areter ass Ane 97,073 73 
es $381,680 94 
4 BOOKS Ar MSE WAS SH. sete he cet $179,024 85 
sf Periodical sy yas smeeje- <> see sl: 91,965 O01 
— 270,989 86 
" OOK IM TSO2. ne ste cae a $225,007 25 
se I OTIOCICAIS me Saveteisterers et ono 90,725 71 
ees 315,732 96 
i BOOKSyIny L863: bots eieltiet. crsterels « $428,572 61 
ub Pertodicals, Sl Ve alte Sieotereisetetore 110,896 81 
— 539,469 42 
Paral wales. SIU Cte oes eS $1,507,873 18 


Special efforts on your part to promote the circulation of our 
books and tracts will be exceedingly appropriate. There is proba- 
bly no power in the hands of the Church that is comparatively so 
little appreciated as that which is embraced in these publications. 
When preachers shall come to avail themselves of these appliances 
ina skillful manner they will certainly secure a degree of success 
which few have realized. 


PRICES AND DISCOUNTS. 


The prices of our books are generally higher than at our last 
report, owing to the remarkable advance in the cost of material 
and labor. Toward the close of 1862 we added about twenty per 
cent. This, however, was not done until it became indispensable, 
nor until most, if not all other publishers had moved in the same 
direction. Nor have we made any general advance since, though 
the cost of stock and labor have increased very considerably, and 
other houses have increased their prices accordingly. Our dis- 
counts remain about the same. We would repeat what we said on 
this subject in our last report with emphasis. 


_DEPOSITORIES. 


The Depositories reported as in successfiil operation four. years 
ago have been managed with skill and fidelity by their respective 
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agents, and have contributed much to the prosperity of the Con- 
cern. The sales have been as follows: 











BOSTON, 1860 :icisa. avout Geter eae apareeeae wares ome $54,374 18 
eet: POR es me ak anal Sy 42,694 25 

u“ el ripe At ane cee hy Ai ce hn a at 50,003 97 

a“ NOES BL DONO 120 82,725 17 
Maal 2 ice tein, ZAR heh ea aatia $229,797 57 
PITEORU RG EE 1666 oe oes ee, Ae ee $20,320 59 
dp MUSOU tre eo rctern ale tote outa mentee intr te ate 12,101 90 

+ A SCQRE ASE ss teks ove arabe TAR Brkcieys Caio 15,443 92 

as ER Itt MOM ly TREY EW . 25,738 97 

Paes a Ss oath aes $73,605 38 
RUPE MLO 1860 5e5.a/heiony aia ticsteaise Jenateee eden $24,188 87 
‘ US Gilera date yshSagessr oxei.sieqsas Seoeutele nite e Mists RO ere 17,074 44 

. WOO 2h oer ae slo aalorete ate bi eyeraraie Giameer ore ere 21,545 03 

“ TBO os ee et eee. te eee 43,055 29 
Dobells iat l, es hie Sad OLN Pea ae $105,863 63 


In accordance with the instructions of the last General Confer- 
ence, we have lately opened a Depository in our new. store, before- 
mentioned, at San Francisco, Cal., under the agency of Rev. E. 
Thomas. It has been our object to supply it with a complete 
stock of our own and other useful books, stationery, etc., but 
owing to the miscarriage of one heavy shipment, and the shortness 
of time, we have as yet failed to do so. It appears, however, to 
have made a good beginning, and bids fair to become a valuable 
auxiliary to the business and usefulness of the Concern. 

For our views in regard to the general question of Depositories 
we beg leave to refer you to our last report. (See Journal, pp: 
340, 341.) 


DEBTS AND CREDITS, 


The debts of the Concern January 1, 1860, were $104,294 99. 
A large portion of this was due the Church South, and was paid 
at maturity. Our present indebtedness, indicated by the exhibit, 
which forms a part of this report, is $34,899 83, more than half of 
which is on account, and accrued in the necessary course of busi- 
ness. The principles of business adopted prior to the last General 
Conference, and reported to that body under the head of “debts 
and credits,” have been generally adhered to, and have worked 
well for the Concern. ; 


> 


PERIODICALS. 


Owing to the very great advance in the cost of stock and labor 
we have been obliged to increase the prices of all our periodicals, 
This, as a matter of course, decreased their circulation; but as the 
people have become accustomed to higher prices, they seem quite 
satisfied with our present terms. , 
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The Christian Advocate and Journal. 


This paper has done well, though it has paid less profit than 
formerly. Four years ago we reported some restriction on its cir- 
culation, arising from the establishment of a competing paper 
within its patronizing territory called the “ Baltimore Advocate.” 
This difficulty, however, would soon have been overcome. But a 
more formidable one awaited it in the publication of another paper, 
started soon atter the General Conference, in the city of New York, 
by certain influential brethren who were dissatisfied with the action 
of that conference on two points. This paper was sent to our sub- 
scribers far and near, with circulars and agents, appealing to them 
in the most ingenious and energetic manner to rally to its support. 
These measures were too successful for our convenience, and caused 
much division and alienation among our subscribers. It should also 
be known that we had the steady competition of three other out- 
side papers within the State, which sought and received no incon- 
siderable patronage from our people. But, thanks be to God! 
and to the faithful friends who stood by us, the old Advocate was 
not driven from the field, nor did it fail to pay expenses. We 
are now circulating about 26,500 weekly, with a growing pros- 
pect of a liberal increase. 


The Quarterly Review. , 


This valuable work suffered somewhat by our national conyul- 
sions, but still maintains its high reputation and pays its expenses, 
charging it one half of the editor’s salary, the other half being 
charged to the book department under his care. Its present cir- 
culation is about 3,300, which existing measures must augment by 
some hundreds before the close of the volume. 


The Sunday-School Advocate. / 


This popular sheet has gone safely through the storm of the last 
four years. Its average semi-monthly circulation has been 127,975 
copies at New York, and 101,250 at Cincinnati. The work pays 
expenses, and is likely to run a long and increasingly useful race. 


The Sunday-School Teachers’ Journal. | 


* This work has failed to meet our expectations. It was thought 
to be much needed to aid teachers in their difficult duties, and we 
issued it with great confidence that it would be received with joy 
by that noble class of laborers in our common cause. But we 
have been disappointed. Though it is a most interesting work, 
and the only one of the kind published, but few comparatively 
have seen fit to take it. It has never had over 25,000 subscribers, 
and much of the time not more than fifteen thousand. We have 
thought of suspending it, but its patrons have prized it so highly, 
that with the advice of the Book Committee we have continued it 
to the present time, though it has hardly paid expenses, allowing 
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nothing for editorial service. It still seems to be greatly needed, 
and we are unwilling to believe that it will not come to be appre- 
ciated and sustained. 


The Good News. 


Four years ago we were publishing the Good News for the 
Tract Society. In the spring of 1861 we adopted it as a Book 
Room publication, since which time it has had an increasing circu- 
lation and paid expenses. No issue of the Concern has met with 
a moré hearty welcome, or has been more useful. Some 50,000 ~ 
copies go monthly to the army and navy. It is a power for 
good, reaching thousands who would not read a tract or listen to 
a sermon, Ser ie 


The Pacific Christian Advoéate. 


For particular information concerning the success of this paper 
we refer you to the quadrennial report, which will probably be pre- 
sented by the Publishing Committee. The investment made in 
the purchase of the printing office, and reported four years ago, 
stands upon our books as then, without alteration. We credited 
the aforesaid committee $2,000, ordered by the last General Con- 
ference, and have since paid them $4,000 to meet deficiencies. 
(See Journal of 1860, p. 434.) ‘ 


California Christian Advocate. 


The interests of this paper too will doubtless be presented to 
you by the Publishing Committee. The paper having failed to 
meet expenses, we have advanced to the said committee $4,000, 
under the order of the General Conference of 1860. (See Journal, 
p. 442.) 


EXHIBIT FOR 1864. 


The following statement shows the property of the Concern 
January 1, 1864: 


He to BS 


Assets. 
1. Reau Estate.—House and Lot in Sixth-street...... $7,000 00 
; Buildings and Lots on Mulberry and 
MOUUISETCCLS | e.0/sietnfebolcctetstoreler: 70,000 00 
Lots in San Francisco............ 5,000 00 
e ‘Other Real Mstate.* Severs aces 1,300 00 
—— $83,300 00 
WAGHi——Cashi (Oni HAD Ate crass <1.) sinisnietefeleise tate 6,940 00 
. MercuAnpDIse.—Bound Books, Editors’ Library, etc. $90,196 10 
. PRINTING OrFricE.—Presses, Type, Stereotype Plates, 
Paper, Steel Engravings, etc.. 108,540 75 
5. BrypeRy.—Sheet-stock, Tools, Materials, etc....... 119,489 30 : 
———_ 318, 226/15 
6. Norrs snp Boox Accounts.—Due on Notes and Book 
FR CCONMEBS ins fore.s v3 oss ne $231,342 88 
Deduct 33} per cent. for bad debts.............. 77,114 29 Bishi 
———. 154,228 59. 


Total Assets......0se+ee0- von EEN CNAs Liens $562,694 74 


CG, I] Report of thé Book Agents at New York. 337 


Liabilities. 
The Concern owes on Notes... .....0ceccceccceeceee $16,999 79 
aw “ NC COUNTS 5 «oan o)< aiaojeis secisnsts as 17,900 04 
$34,899 83 
; $527,794 91 
To this should be added $11,894.43 on account of the 
real estate in San Francisco, now estimated’ at 
ee NOGOy ateset galt wks eee wn Meivel 11,894 43 
BECO LOCAL ASSECS. 8 oo. Stas wainiak sinnens since were $539,689 34 


But this amount, being $1,032 46 less than the capital stock in 
1860, you will be misled in regard to the success of the business 
during the last four years, and the relative value of the property, 
unless we bring to view an important change made in the bases 
of estimation. Believing that the property of all kinds was over- 
estimated, to the disadvantage of the Church in many respects, we 
have reduced the estimate as follows: : 


On the Real Estate, the same or nearly so as that reported four years 


A Oirmerer rai. Seteta sees ces et tele Sor Cee mene Sete |b i ei ry EPe Sabha $38,703. 53 

On Machinery, Tools, Cuts, Sheet-stock, Books, ete.........+-...- 69,384 23 
Additional discount on dues to the Depositories..........-..20+0- 18,570 51 
LotalsReduchioms 1s Heee Oa ee sae ee re eevee $126,658 27 


Something of the ratio of reduction may be seen by comparing 
the exhibit presented four years ago with the present one. In 
that the buildings and lots on Mulberry and Mott streets were put 
at $101,585 30; in this at $70,000. This change has been made 
purely from economical considerations. No serious damage can 
accrue from an under-estimate, but an over-estimate has led to 
many evils, and may lead' to many more. Further explanations 
will be given if desired. 


THE PROFITS OF THE CONCERN. 


The following items will show you the profits of the Concern 
during the last four years: 


Amount added to the capital stock of 1860 to make up for the reduc- 

CLOMADOV ONAMMCO Neches Wael ochel's canteieielde oles dn x oldse seo $125,625 Si 
Paid to the Publishing Committee of the Pacific Christian Advocate, 

as per order of the General Conference, $2,000, on old account, 


and on current expenses, $4,000 ......-.--+.eeeceeeeeeee dee 6,000 00 
Paid the Publishing Committee of the California Christian Advocate, 
SSH ELI OFC ters fees atlas late « ted cieisloionds ale eleivicvaleicia\eeletriee 4,000 00 


Paid on account of expenses of delegates to the last General Con- 
ference, $3,717.19, less $1,239 06 paid by Poe & Hitchcock... 2,478 13 
Paid expenses of Committee on Ritual......-...-. BEA OHO CD OIG Oe 178 71 
Paid dividends to the Conferences in 1863 .........0005 e008 seo 19,600 OO 
22 
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Paid on account of salaries and traveling expenses of Bishops and 


allowances to widows of BishopS.......+-seeeeeereeeesecees $46,186 69 
Sundry other expenses ordered by the General Conference, $1,472 29, : 
less amount paid by Poe & Hitchcock, $256 29.......-.+.+.. 1,216 00 
TOGAl si. Coisidieroanie TSO COR a et bee RRS $205,285 34 
DIVIDENDS. 


The policy of the Church to appropriate the profits of the Book 
Concern to the benefit of the traveling, supernumerary, superannu- 
ated and worn-out preachers, their wives, widows, and children, 
was founded in wisdom. The Concern doubtless owes much of its 
success to it. But in consequence of the division of the property 
with the Church South, dividends were suspended in 1853, with the 
assurance that they should be restored so soon as the Southern 
claims should be discharged. In view of this fact, and the im- 
perative obligations imposed by the Discipline, we felt that we 
could do no less than to concur in the recommendation of the Book 
Committee; adopted in February, 1863, upon which we declared a 
dividend of $400 to each conference. Religious bodies must keep 
good faith with all parties in interest if they would be trusted. 
Whether these dividends are of any real advantage to the confer- 
ences or the needy beneficiaries, and whether circumstances do not 
demand a change of the Discipline at this point, are questions 
worthy of your consideration. But, as Agents, we had no alter- 
native but to carry out the settled policy and Discipline of the 
Church as we found them. We ought not, however, to conceal 
the conviction that some modification is necessary. It is difficult 
for us to see the authority for certain appropriations that have 
been made. But should no change occur excluding dividends to 
the conferences, we submit to you whether it may not be expedient 
for you to determine the percentage of the profits hereafter accru- 
ing that shall be distributed in this way. 


. 


F 


Cartron & Porter, Agents. 
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REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE AT NEW YORK. 


* 

Dear Farners anp Breraren,—The Book Committee at New 
York ask leave to lay before you the following report: 

Since the last General Conference we have held a meeting in 
each year in the month of February, at which all the members of 
the committee have been present, except in a single instance of 
absence occasioned by sickness. 

Careful investigation has satisfied us that the Agents in charge 
of the “Concern” are interested, capable, and faithful men. Each 
successive year the conviction has strengthened that they are the 
“right men in the right place.” 

Notwithstanding the unhappy condition of the country, these 
have been four years of prosperity, which has increased annually, 
enabling the Agents not only to pay the balance of award to the 
Church South, together with all the salaries and appropriations 
ordered by the General Conference, but also to declare a dividend 
of $400 to each of the Annual Conferences in 1863, and to make it 
advisable, as we think, to declare the same dividend in 1864. 

In accordance with instructions given by the last General Con- 
ference to the Book Agents and Book Committee “to have the 
accounts of the Book Concern audited,” one of the most competent 
accountants in New York was employed, to whose inspection 
(accompanied by one of our number) said accounts in all depart- 
ments of the “Concern” were submitted without reserve; and 
who, after a thorough investigation, made an able and elaborate 
report, in which he remarks: “‘ An examination such as is proposed 
will be of no practical value unless it is made thorough by tracing 
every entry to its source.” ‘It is of course impossible to say just 
how much time would be needed to make the examination; but I 
do not hesitate to say that if the work were performed by an 
accountant sufficiently master of his business to do it well, 2¢ would 
be a labor of months to examine and audit the accounts of the 
Concern for a single year!” “The books of the Concern appear 
to contain a full record of the business in all its departments.” 
“As far as my observation extended I discovered no omission in 
recording every fact that was necessary to a perfect understanding 
of the business, or to a full statement of its results.” These opin- 
ions, reached after careful deliberation, harmonizing with the views 
of the Agents and the Committee, they deemed it inexpedient and 
needless to push the investigation further. 

The premises are becoming too restricted for the work, con- 
' stantly increasing because of the prosperity of the Book Concern. 
Progress in the same ratio will soon render enlargement, by 
removal or otherwise, necessary. 
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We regret to learn that the “‘Sunday-School Teachers’ Journal” 
is published at a small loss; but as it is a requisite in our economy 
we think it should be continued. 

A comparison of the Exhibits made by the Agents in 1860,and 
1864 shows only about. $25,000 more assets in the latter year than 
in the former. This showing, which may mislead, and. which will 
be fully explained in the forthcoming Quadrennial Report of the 
Agents, arises from the fact that a large share of the profits have 
been applied to the reduction of the estimated value of the prop- 
erty of the “ Concern.” \ 

We think it due to the Agents in charge of the Depositories to 
say that by their prudent and skillful management they have con- 
tributed largely to the prosperity of our publishing interests. 

In conclusion, your Committee deems it both a duty and a pleas- 
ure to express their gratification in view of the undisturbed har- 
mony which has pervaded all their meetings, and all their interviews 
with the Agents and Editors; and their belief that their joint 
labors have been promotive of the interests of this great publishing 
agency of the Church. : 

_All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Grorce Prec, Wyoming Conference. 
C..B. Tipperr, Hast Baltimore Oonference. — 
Garpner Baker, Black River Conference. 
W. H. Pussury, Hast Maine Conference. 
Joun Cow, Pittsburgh Conference. 

_M. D’C. Crawrorp, New York Conference. 
S. Y. Monroz, Mew Jersey Conference. 


——_—<$___ + ee 
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REPORT OF THE AGENTS OF THE WESTERN BOOK 
CONCERN. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE oF THE Mernopisr EPIscoPpaAL 
Cuurcu, Pamapretpnra, PENN. 


Dear Bretnren,—lIn presenting our report of the condition of 
the Western Book Concern, and its management for the last four 
years, we feel that we have special reasons for gratitude to God for 
his providential care. 

Our situation during the strife that has agitated our country has 
been somewhat critical. Our city has been threatened, and bus- 
iness greatly interrupted, and at times entirely suspended by the 
military authorities. Notwithstanding this, we have suffered no - 
serious interruption in our business. i, taal 

Our sales for four years ending January 31, 1864, have been as 
follows : 
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Books and Periodicals in Cincinnati........ Doane a ine eeees $783,059 65 
Books and Periodicals in Chicago SiS, OP 288 | Seen tae Satis 465,739 40 
Periodical Sales in St. Louis....... SEAS cis bits HALE ES POCA A 38,895 31 

gS RI pee mei enc AR 2 OREO AE (MED RIS $1,287,694 36 


Total sales of Books and Periodicals for the four years ending Jan- 


uary 31, 1860. 1,127,851 00 





Showing an increase of Sales for the last four years over the four 


PRISE VP: Ea are a Ss OE RETRO RSD aor ee $159,843 36 

_ The present circulation of our periodicals is as follows: 
Ladies’ Repository............ wes eYe ta ware nate rola ae Ag EUS N 33,500 
Western Christian Advocate............ Eagan epee ad te 33,787 
Northwestern Christian Advocate.......................... 25,000 
Ghristian’ Apologist, 2... 0.900) Pi eae nvahevarae 20,000 
Central Christian Advocate................... Paltie siete oieels stele pSy204: 
Quarterly Review....... tay GTS SISOS EL a Le LE o-s. 1,008 
Sunday-School Advocate’. F.53.5 2. Weee Gam a eo tare .. 120,000 
Missionary Advocate.............04 0.00. Haipieiniatis Sais vale ea LS OS 
ROGUE CAT St hae Meters be SORENTO) te SP Aa ARETE” Sepa e: Sue 15,000 
Sunday-School Teachers’ Journal.......2...2.-2..... a aisloiel iver) BaBIOAS 
pounday- School’ Bell. . [S/ci3feadied atlas noe. ek Cote 13,273 


The circulation of our periedicals was lessened a little during the 
first year of the war, but is now greater than four years ago. 
Our greatest gain has been on the Northwestern Christian Advo- 
cate, and the Christian Apologist; the circulation of the former hav- 
ing increased over eleven thousand, and the latter nearly the same. 

Owing to the large advance in the cost of stock, we found it 
necessary to increase the price of our books and periodicals. The 
increase, hewever, has not been in proportion to the advance in 
material; hence our profits on our regular trade have not been pro- 
portionate to the increase of our business. Though our net profits 
are a little more for the term just closed than during the preceding 
one, considerable of this amount has been received for advertising. 
_ Our Exhibit fer November 30, 1863, shows our condition at 

that time as follows: 


Resources. 
Books, bound and in sheets, Stationery, etc., 
BAY CUMCEMTA LT oo acare fe etl. 6 Sieldais w lle ove $67,731 26 
Books, bound and in sheets, Stationery, ete, 
jnvChieape a ls2. foo e. 2 eevee vee. 16,994 14 
chide! ————-_ $84,725 40 
Presses, Plates, Type, Printing Paper, etc., 
BUA CHIRAL So 1a) ci. sy514 aioe, pejayas sis ears $48,004 74 
Presses, Plates, Type, Printing Paper, etc., 
in Chieago.......... AS Sie Ie rae «sss 11014 25 
ie cr ———__ 59,018 99 
Materials and Tools in Bindery in Cin- 
enna, s. ./.- 0 Serioigdel on se seen Pee 6,114 57 
Editors’ Library and Furniture in Offices 
AIO INCINMALL tet so Meee eee ns $800 00 
Store Fixtures and: Furniture in Offices in 
pODICREO 3 wale oo sele Se oles RUA BS 925 00, 
————. 1,726 00 





$151,583 96 
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Notes and Accounts in Cincinnati....... . $61,007 82 
Notes and Accounts in Chicago.......... 53,674 28 © 
2 ES ETP be 10 . 
Deduct 20 per cent. for probable losses - 22,936 42 ‘ 
. $91,745 68 
Real Estate in Cincinnati............ PAARL ae ae $75,000 00 
Real Bstatein Chicago... eect eee oes Net coho ta aiera hats 29,246 37 
104,246 37 
Hamilton County Bonds and Stock in Cincinnati Fuel 
Com pani Vent ae ontders ceria came’ < o eaar eve ndye BA aAe an 1,500 00 
Cash*and ‘Drafts: Cinciniath 20s. s.cctscs,s ss.e«es ee es 6 $14,343 67 , 
Cash and) Drafts im- Chicago. :: <i ste j./0ie ojo @ ayes eeye cre /4 te 10,638 37 
‘ ———_ 24,982 04 
Books, Type, and Accounts in St. Louis......... ane 6,053 83 
$380,111 88 
Liabilities. 

Notes and Accounts in Cincinnati and Chicago........ $82,791 08 
Net Capital, November 30, 1863.............. $297,320 80 
Deduct Capital, November 30, 1862........... 263,112 24 

Profits for year ending November 30, 1863...... $34,208 56 


Our net profits, after deducting $18,417 42, the amount paid 
out by order of the General Conference, have been as follows: 


For the year ending November 30, 1860.............ec00 $16,384 75 

For the year ending November 30, 1861........... .seee 5,955 44 

For the year ending November 30, 1862.............00.- - 18,459 22 

For the year ending November 30, 1863...........cecceee 34,208 56 

Total net profits for the last four years........... secees $15,007 97 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


During the present term we have found it necessary to make 
some improvements both at Cincinnati and Chicago. 

The last General Conference instructed us to give more attention 
to the retail trade. We have endeavored to comply with this 
direction; in doing which we found it necessary to improve the 
front of our store in Cincinnati, so as to indicate more fully to 
those outside the character of our business; the cost of which, 
however, was only about $500. This, together with increasing 
the variety of our stock, has increased our retail trade more than 
threefold at Cincinnati, and there has also been a large increase in 
the retail trade at Chicago. 

We were obliged to procure also, at Cincinnati, a double cylin- 
der printing-press for the Advocate and Apologist, as it was not - 
possible to print both on a single cylinder. In doing this, we 
purchased one of sufficient size to print a paper as large as will 
probably ever be advisable to publish by the Concern; this cost 
us, put up in Cincinnati, $4,400. 

We found our engine and boilers also too small for the increased 
business of our printing office and other machinery, and were under 
the necessity of replacing them by larger ones. 


‘ ‘ 
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These improvements cost us when finished, including the enlarge- 
ment of the room in which our engine and boilers stand, about 
$4,000. . 

CHICAGO DEPOSITORY. 


We found it important, also, to provide for printing our own 
paper at Chicago. Our Depository there had suffered great incon- 
venience in sending out the North-Western Christian Advocate 
to be printed by other establishments. Supposing it to be desir- 
able that the size and quality of our papers should be alike, as soon 
as the subscription list would warrant it we purchased the same 
kind of a press for Chicago as the one we use in Cincinnati. We 
were the more ready to do this, as it was apparent that the surplus 
time of the press not needed to print the North-Western Advocate 
could be profitably employed in printing for other parties. 
~ We also purchased and put up at Chicago. a first-class four- 
roller Adams press, on which to print the Sunday-School Advocate 
sent out from that place. ; 

Our subscription list was greater than we could print on one 
press, and we had but one suitable for that class of work in Cin- 
cinnati, and no room for another. We could not displace one of 
our book presses, as we have more work for them than we can do, 
being obliged to send some of our work out to be printed. We 
found, also, that we could make a saving by doing the printing of 
the Sunday-School Advocate in Chicago, by avoiding the expense 
of sending to that place sixty thousand copies by express from 
Cincinnati—the duplicating and sending the plates costing much 
less than to express the papers. 

We therefore erected a building on the rear of our lot in Chicago 

. suitable for engine and boiler, and storage room for fuel in the 
basement, a press room on the floor above, and a composing room, 
drying room, and mailing room above the press room. The build- 
ing consists of three stories besides the basement, and is 68 by 20 
feet, costing, including engine, boilers, and apparatus for warming 
the building by steam, $15,000. 

We also made arrangements for warming our main building by 
steam, and made some repairs needed to put our property there in 
good condition. We have now made all the ground we own avail- 
able, and have the Chicago Depository in excellent order for doing 
all the business at present demanded at that place. As evidence 
that our outlay has not been premature, we would state that the 
sales of books and periodicals at Chicago during our present term 
have increased over the previous term nearly $100,000. 


CENTRAL CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


In consequence of the unsettled state of affairs in Missouri, the 
circulation of the Central Christian Advocate was for a time greatly 
diminished. We therefore found it necessary to diminish the size 
of the paper to keep our loss within the four thousand dollars, as 


directed by the last General Conterence. 
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At; the present prices of paper.we saye on that article alone, by 
the reduction in size, on our present circulation, nearly $2,000 a year. 

It was the opinion of the Agents, and of the Book Committee, 
that the causes which were temporarily reducing its circulation were 
rendering its continuance the more necessary. We therefore felt 
called upon to make such a change in the expenses of the paper as 
would enable us to continue it, if possible, till the session of this 
General Conference. 

During the fall of 1862 the editor, Dr. Elliott, declared his inten- 
tions to receive no more salary for editing it after January 1, 1863, 
till the General Conference should meet. He made this declaration 
to the Conferences, and through his paper, without consulting us, 
and we were satisfied that the other expenses of the paper could be 
kept nearly within the limits fixed by the General Conference; that 
is, including the present year as one of the four for which the present 
Agents were responsible, which we conceive to be the design of 
the action had four years ago, as the volume then being issued was 
arranged for before we had the matter in charge. 

We find the loss sustained, as near as we can estimate, for the 
three years ending in December last, was $3,973 61. And should 
the loss on the current year be no greater than in 1863, our loss 
for the four years ending in December next will be about $4,700. 
This, however, does not embrace the salary of the @ditor since Jan- 
uary 1, 1863, and remaining unpaid. In view of the importance 
of the enterprise, and the circumstances that surrounded the editor 
at that time, we need hardly say to the Conference that we deem. 
it an imperative duty for this body to authorize the Agents to pay 
the arrears due to Dr. Elliott. 

The prospects now opening up for our success in the South-West 
fully justify the expenditures we have been obliged to make to 
maintain our ground in Missouri. 


DEPOSITORY IN ST. LOUIS. 


We have not felt authorized, owing to the unsettled state of 
affairs in Missouri, to establish a general depository of books in St. 
Louis. We have continued to keep a depository of Sunday-school 
books, and have filled such orders as our agent there has sent us 
to supply the immediate demand. We think, however, the time 
has come when something more may be safely done to supply that 
region with our books. 

But we think that it will be necessary to success that a location 
should be selected favorable to a retail trade, and a judicious selec- 
tion be made of stationery and such books outside of: our publica- 
tions as will be adapted to the retail trade of the city, keeping a 
supply of our own books for such as may find it more convenient 
to order from St. Louis than from Cincinnati or Chicago. It is 
our judgment, however, that the success of the enterprise will de- 
pend greatly on the amount of city and miscellaneous retail trade 
that we may be able to command. othe Bee 
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DIVIDENDS TO THE CONFERENCES. 


During the past term no dividends have been given. by us to the 
Annual Conferences, This subject has been carefully considered 
by the Agents and the Book-Committee. oy ; 

In applying the profits of the Concern to the extension of our 
business, we think we have carried out the letter and intent of the 
Discipline; also the expressed desire of the General Conference. 
The Discipline directs that ‘the profits arising from the Book 
Concern, after a sufficient capital to curry on the business is 
retained, shall be regularly applied to the support of the deficient 
traveling preachers and their families, the widows and orphans of 
preachers,” etc, And the General Conference has left the Agents 
to judge of the amount needed to carry on the business.. We 
suppose, however, that the Agents should have constantly in view 
the original object of the Book Concern; that is, the circulation of 
religious literature. It is evident. that. the fathers, in establishing 
our publishing house, had this great work in view as the primary 
object. of the Concern, while dividends were only an incidental 
result. It was seen that in the judicious management of so large a 
business a surplus of capital would naturally accumulate in time, 
and hence some disposition should be made of it in harmony with 
the genius of our economy. 

To limit the amount of capital that. the Agents should retain 
would be to stop all growth or expansion of our publishing inter- 
ests. This amount can only be fixed by a careful consideration of 
the demands of the Church and the country for our books and 
periodicals. One thing we think will be granted by all, that the 
Agents should not be required to borrow money to pay dividends, 
and that it was not the intention of the General Conference. that 
the lite and safety of the Concern should be endangered by doing 
so. The question, then, that the Agents have felt called upon.to 
settle, is simply the expansion in our business on the one hand, so 
as to meet the pressing wants of our Church, or, on the other, to 
let these wants go unsupplied, and donate the accumulation of 
profits to the conferences. ei 

It has been our settled conviction that it was our duty, having 
charge of this important department of our Church interests, to 
provide reading for our people. Our attention has been given more 
especially to the preparation of books adapted to the adult portion 
of our community. Our Sunday-school library is large and useful, 
and well adapted to the purposes for which it was designed. And 
our theological works, also, furnish useful and instructive denom- 
inational literature, and yet these need to be increased. But there 
is a great want of miscellaneous useful books, such as will be 
called for by the officers and teachers in, our Sunday-schools and 
the families of our congregations. Scarcely a day passes but such 
books are inquired for at our counter by those who have access to 
our Sunday-school libraries, but fail to find in them the reading 
adapted to their wants. To prepare for meeting this want has 
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been one of our fixed purposes during the term just closed ; still we 
have done but little more than to commence the work. Owing to 
the heavy drain upon the Concern during the four years immedi- 
ately preceding the present term, in paying the claims of the 
Church South, and other claims and losses, by order of the General 
Conference, amounting in all to $156,311 87, we found, as might 
be expected, the available capital of the Concern altogether insuf- 
ficient to meet the wants of the growing business forcing itself 
upon our hands. Hence, during the first four months of our pres- 
ent term we were obliged to borrow from bank forty thousand 
dollars to carry on our ordinary business till the session of our 
fall Conferences. Of course, our first object was to secure an 
active capital sufficient for our ordinary business, so as, if possible, 
to avoid the recurrence of a similar necessity. This, in view of the 
condition of the country, required nearly the first two years of the 
term just closed. And in such enlargement of our business as we 
have ventured upon we have not exceeded our available means, so 
as to require us to resort to borrowing money. 

During the last year we have ventured to invest a portion of 
our profits in adding a few volumes to our general catalogue. 
The whole number of books added to our list during the past four 
years is, im German, including Sunday-school books, 82, and in 
English, 26. The most of the English publications have been 
issued during the past year. A second edition of several of these 
has already been printed. 

Our facilities for printing at Cincinnati meed to be increased. 
We have not presses sufficient, to do the work required of us. To 
accomplish this it will be necessary to replace our present printing 
office with a new one. The building now used for a printing office 
has stood about twenty-seven years, and ts badly constructed m 
reference to light and ventilation, and is also quite too small for 
our increased business, and also must require considerable outlay 
for repairs if used much longer. Our editors’ offices, also, are 
inconvenient and uncomfortable. These offices are in the building 
once occupied by the Governor of the North-western Territory, 
and have been used without essential improvements being made 
since first erected, something over sixty years ago. They have 
also been obstructed by the erection of stores in front, and manu- 
facturing establishments by the side. Our Book Committee care- 
fully examined our buildings, and unanimously recommended the 
erection of a new building for a printing-office, and such other offices 
as might be needed, at the earliest convenient period. 

We have ground enough and an excellent location for just such 
a building as we need, and have no doubt that it would be wisdom 
to erect, at the earliest practicable moment, such a building as the 
wants of the Concern require. We therefore judge that it may be 
some time before the Agents may see their way clear to pay a div- 
-idend to the Conferences without materially lessening the useful- 
ness of the Concern. 7 

It is evident that there must be a very great increase in the de- 
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“mand on us for books. The natural growth of the West, and the 
increased attention now being given to the subject of useful read- 
ing matter for adults connected with our Sunday-schools and 
congregations, would of itself cause such an increase. . 

The probable opening up to us again the trade of the South and 
South-west will, in that event, add largely to our business in a 
short time. 

From our position, the country in the Lower Mississippi valley 
will naturally seek its supply from us either at Cincinnati or St. 
Louis, and sound business policy would dictate the publishing in 
Cincinnati as extensively as our means will allow. 

We therefore think that the subject of dividends for the future 
should be left discretionary with the Agents, as it has been in the 
past, feeling assured that any temporary delay in this matter is 
more than compensated by the increased ability of the Book Con- 
cern to accomplish the legitimate work for which it was established. 

It is hardly necessary, as an additional. reason for leaving the 
Agents some discretionary power, to remind this body of experi- 
enced men of the inflated condition of the currency of our country. 
While our financial condition appears hopeful and flattering, pru- 
dence admonishes us to prepare for a crisis that must necessarily 

- follow with the reaction sure to take place at some period not very 
remote. We thinktoo much care cannot be exercised by this body to 
avoid such drafts upen the Book Concern for the next term as might 
prove a source of serious embarrassment. We deeply feel that this 
1s no time to diminish the available capital of our Book Concern. 


UNIFORM DISCOUNT ON BOOKS, 


We think the subject of uniform discounts on our books demands 
the attention of the General Conference. We deem it important 
that there should be uniformity in the price of our books, whether 
bought at_ New York, or Cincinnati, or either of the depositories 
established by order of the General Conference. We regard this 
as essential to secure the confidence of our ministry and people, and 
of those of the general trade who deal with us. By establishing 
this rule, the natural laws of trade will give to each point selected 
as a depository of our books the trade to which it is justly entitled, 

Our general trade with book-dealers is constantly increasing ; and 
as our ministers on stations find their duties to multiply on their 
hands, and their facilities for selling books diminished, there is a 
natural tendency to give up this branch of business to book-dealers. 

The Western Agents are much better situated to reach dealers 
in the West, and to judge of their responsibility, than the Agents 
at New York can be; and so of the New York Agents in reference 
to the East. Hence the importance of such regulations by the 
General Conference as will protect each branch of the Concern in 
this legitimate part of its trade. : ' 

The same may be said of our depositories. It would ruin the 
business of these depositories to fill the bookstores in their vicin- _ 
ity with our books on the same terms as we supply them, or at so 
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nearly the same rates as to necessarily limit their sales to a local 
retail trade. ob 
The principle should be established that our publishing houses 
and our depositories are the only places where application should 
be made for our books at wholesale rates; and parties applying to 
any one of these should feel assured that they will be supplied on the 
same terms as at any other point. It is hardly necessary to state 
that this principle is adopted by all manufacturing parties who es- 
tablish agencies for the better accommodation of their customers. 
When the Western, Book Concern was first established for the 
accommodation of the western portion of our Church, the General 
Conference required the Agents at New York to furnish books to 
Cincinnati at cost, and the Discipline stood thns till 1844. At that 
time, in arranging the rates of discount, the Discipline fixed the 
discount to be given to the Agents at Cincinnati at ten per cent. 
greater than the lowest wholesale rates to any other parties, justly 
‘supposing that this difference of ten per cent. was necessary to cover 
the ordinary expenses of selling, and the risks that are always una- 
-voidable in a general trade. . . 
There can be no possibility of a loss to the Concern by simply 
transferring these books from New York to Cincinnati, or from 
Cincinnati to New York, as each Concern is equally solvent. And 
the same may be said of books sent to either of the depositories, 
as in either case the Concern is responsible for the debts its depos- 
itories may contract. Hence this transfer has never been regarded 
as subject to the risks or involving the principle of ordinary trade. 
And we regard it as very important for the welfare of our publish- 
ing interests that this unity of interest should be had in view in all 
our legislation upon the subject, and that it should be strictly 
observed by those to whom its management is intrusted. 
We look upon this as essential, in view of our peculiar connec- 
tional principle as a ‘denomination. In all our organization we 
know no local barriers." In reality, the Church in her general 
superintendency, her missions, her tract and Sunday-school move- 
ments, knows no sectional interests, and enters into the work of 
promoting the general welfare of the whole Church, without any 
reference to the question of East or West, North or South. And 
any tendency in the management of our great publishing interests 
conflicting with this principle, and tending to disturb this general 
harmony of feeling or action, should be timely discountenanced. 
We think this important, also, in reference to a sound business 
policy. In this light we wish to be understood as referring both 
to the most extensive circulation of our books and the ultimate 
profits resulting to the Church from their sale. : 
In reference to the circulation of our literature, it is evident that 
we must, for a long time to come, depend mainly upon our preach- 
ers. They circulate our books not for the money they realize, but 
from a conviction of their usefulness to our people and their influ- 
ence upon their congregations. This motive is necessary to stimu- 
late the minister to this important work. But even ministers aré 
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men ;' and it is easy to’ conceive-how'a minister, who has a right to 
consider himself as ‘one‘of the proprietors of our publishing houses, 
would feel his responsibilities lessened if we, as Agents, should sell 
our books to some one right by his side on much better terms than 
we would sell to him, and that, too, when be has advanced to us the 
money, and taken risks outside of his profession'for the benefit of 
the Concern and the good of the Church. It is, therefore, a dan- 
gerous experiment to diminish the zeal and interest of our preachers 
in the sale of our books. Should their effort be lessened, it would 
be felt essentially in its influence on our sales. 

And what we have said of ministers as agents acting for the Con- 
cer#in general, is true of each department acting as agent for the 
other in the sale of our books, whether we refer to either branch 
of the Concern or to our Depositories. Take, as an example, the 
attention given to the New York publications by the Western Book 
Concern for. the last four years. These publications have been 
largely noticed and freely advertised in every paper under our con- 
trol, considerable space being devoted to them each week by our 
issues in Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis. 

As. a result, we have purchased of the Agents at New York, 
during the last four years, books amounting to nearly $200,000, 
which we have sold to our customers in the West. .And yet should 
parties within our bounds, buying only a few hundred dollars’ 
worth, be furnished by the New York Agents, either at the same 
discount they have sold to us, or so near the same as to render it 
impossible for us to supply them at New York rates, would not the 


tendency be to diminish, rather than increase, the New York sales? 


While the number of customers actually induced to buy at New 
York would be very few, others would become dissatisfied with 
paying us more for the same books than was paid by their neigh- 
to and consequently abandon the trade. “ 

It is easy, in our judgment, to see that this. practice, adopted, will 
tend to diminish rather than increase the sale of our books in the 
West. The interest felt in advertising the New York publications 
in our Western papers will naturally be diminished, and the- vigor- 
ous exertions necessary to push their sales will be lessened, and, as 
a result, the general circulation of the New York. publications 
would fall off. Notwithstanding the addition of a few to the list 
of those who would purchase directly from New York, the sales to 
our Western Concern and depositories would necessarily be lessened. 
Hence there would not only be a falling off in the actual sales of 
our books, but also the profits would be given to outside dealers 
rather than to our own depositories. We do not see how this 
danger can be avoided, only by fixing the rule, and requiring it to 
be observed by all parties, that the publishers shall give to the 
other Concern, and to all our depositories, ten per cent. greater 
discount than to any other purchasers, assuming, as 1t seems to us the 
General Conference always has, that this.1s the least possible mar- 
zin that will justify the ordinary expenses and risks connected with 
the management of our business. 
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» By doing this the business and policy of the Church in her pub- 
lishing interests becomes settled in harmony with the general unity 
of our other great Church enterprises; and having no tendencies 
to sectionalism, the business would be expanded in accordatice with 
the general laws of trade. 

We therefore ask the attention of the General Conference to it, 
confident that such deliberation will be productive of the unity of 
our publishing interests, and thus tend greatly to strengthen this 
important agency of the Church. 

Por & Hircscock, Agents. 

CINCINNATI, April 18, 1864. 
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REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE OF THE WEST- 
ERN BOOK CONCERN. 


Dear Fatuers AND BRETHREN,—The undersigned, Book Com- 
mittee of the Western Book Concern, respectfully report that they 
have held annual meetings in the February of each year, and have 
given careful attention to the interests committed to our watchcare, 
and are prepared to say that the Agents have, with fidelity and 
becoming assiduity, performed their duties. They will give you, 
in their Exhibit, a detailed account of their sales, resources, liabili- 
ties, losses, and profits. By the blessing of God, a good degree of 
success it will be seen has crowned their labors. With the advice 
of the Committeé, important and necessary improvements have 
been made to the buildings in Chicago, so as to introduce two 
presses to be employed by that branch of the Concern. This was 
deemed imperiously necessary. } 

At the earnest recommendation of the Committée, the Agents 
have been ae the publications of the Western Book Con- 
cern by adding to the works on the general catalogue. In view of 
the use of capital necessary for carrying out the views of the Com- 
mittee relative to improvements at Chicago, and the increase of 
our publications, the Committee have not seen their way clear to 
advise any dividends for the Annual Conferences. And in view of 
improvements that must be made in order to carry on the opera- 
tions of the Western Book Concern, and the means that must be 
_ employed in meeting the wants of the South-west by an investment 

in St. Louis, the Committee cannot see its way clear to advise that 
a dividend can now be declared by the Concern. 

The Central Christian Advocate has been continued by the 
Agents, although they have been compelled, by circumstances not 
anticipated by the last General Conference, to exceed the amount 
for its support authorized by that body. But we heartily indorse 
the te hi the eter the continuance of the Central. The 
necessity of a paper at that point we ne , = Teg 
eee all pap Pp ed not argue now ; it is 


C, V1 Report of the Book. Committee’ at Cincinnati. B51 


‘The Western Book Committee desire respectfully to represent 
that Dr. Elliott, editor of the Central Christian Advocate, in order 
to maintain the publication of that paper during the perils of its 
recent history, relinquished a portion of his salary amounting to 
three thousand dollars; and believing that if the General Confer- 
ence, at its last session, had anticipated the occurrences that have 
since its session transpired, would have made provision for the 
maintenance of this paper, would ask the General Conference to 
refund to Dr. C. Elliott the amount he has so génerously relin- 
quished. | 

The papers published at Cincinnati and Chicago are receiving 
merited patronage, and are well sustained. The Repository retains 
its deserved popularity, and its circulation is still steadily increas- 
ing. The Apologist maintains its influence and usefulness, and its 
circulation is still enlarging. 

One of our number, the Rev. John T. Mitchell, of the Cincinnati 
Conference, has been removed by death. His loss we lament, but 
his labors and memory are still with us. His place has been filled 
by the appointment of Rev. William Young, of the Cincinnati Con- 
ference, whose name is appended to this report, and who is also a 
member of the General Conference. 


JosrrH M. Trimstx, 
Tuos. E. CorKui1, 
SaMuEL HurrMan, 
Wuu1am Youne, 
Oranece V. Lemon, 
Exnatuan C,. Gavirtt, 
Joun KicrEr, 

W. E. BiezLow, 

R. Haney. 

Crvcuynati, On10, February 11, 1864. 
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FINANCIAL EXHIBIT OF THE PITTSBURGH CHRIS- 
_ TIAN ADVOCATE. ; 


The financial exhibit for the quadrennial period now closed is as 


follows: 
Receipts. Expenses, 





PAGO ee LUE Bet $9,813 99 $9,000 49 
ASEH = Randetwage ctw). Hed ode 7,764 43 8,015 13 
Nps PE RRS SORE See es Dae 6,662 75 7,134 94 
UB63 6s ccckae Uh ARR PT 11,129 51 10,188 43 

«STN Rick email ese ae RM "$35,370 68 $34,338 99 
eer! . 34,338 99 


———————— 


Excess of receipts over expenditures $1,031 69 
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Among the items of expense is one relating to “‘ Dick’s Address- 
ing Machine” and the cost of a font of old type, amounting to 
$557 54. This is stock put into the office, and if added to: the 
excess of receipts above expenses will make the whole net gain of 
the four years $1,589 23. 
“We have to report an equally fine improvement in the list of 
subscribers. Early in the quadrennial period the list fell off. This 
was owing in part to the troubled times, and in part to an enlarge- 
ment of the other Church papers without an increase of price. 
But for the last two years the list has steadily improved. It now 
is greatly in excess of any former circulation. Four years ago the 
subscribers numbered something over 8,000;' now they are about 
11,500. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Joun Com, 

C. A. Hormns,’+ Hx. Com. 

“Wma. Cox, 
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REPORT OF THE PUBLISHING COMMITTEE OF THE 
NORTHERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


The Publishing Committee of the Northern Christian Advocate 
present to the General Conference the following report for the four 
years ending May 1, 1864: 


EXPENSES AND RECEIPTS. 


Expenses, 


Total cash payments from May 1, 1860, to May 1, 1864.........:46 $34,634 65 
Amount due and unpaid for paper, etc., at this time................ 1,291 40 





Total expense from May 1, 1860, to May 1, 1864, including the 
payment of amount outstanding May 1, 1860 ............. $35,926 05 


. Receipts. a5T 
Cash on hand May 1, 1860 ....... Suc aadanaanae eset es, ROOT aE 
Cash receipts from May 1, 1860, to May 1, 1864.........°32,165 70 


Total available resources for the four VERE) «jaivrd pla nre irae $33,138 5T. 





Leaving a deficiency Of . is. .cceiveceeeetseeneeccegyeterenes $2,792 48 
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: 
PRESENT CASH LIABILITIES. 








Joan of (Carlton & Porters. «sickle. adds aplssie lesiee es ete’ $2,300 00 
CONES EOTech B CaICn £ ano COR OLDE at oe TOC AGC O NDC 1,575 7% 
Due for paper, Che... 0.1... eres es cose rece ee ene soa 1,292 40 
Total present liabilities... 1.2... 2. es eee cere eee cece $5,167 17 
ASSETS. ' 
Building and lot ...... cece eee eee eee e tee cee tenes $5,000 00 
TAWA ire neh severe aeteuess aol os Me dud djmoniade Ganon Hogar 300 00 
Salk otis 2. BYSuaes/> atetefe) cit, «© sil ie 9.01 « (Wisjcis (si cele (ates inis oye (ora git 75 00 
Property valuation. .... 0.200 00s cee eet eeieniio ces 5,375 00 
Cash on hand May 1, 1864 ....... 2... 0. eee neces eeoeee $2,374 69 
Now due from agents..........ccseeecccesseer sconces 2,788 00 
Due, and to become due, for advertising ..,-++++.+sseees 650 00 
5,812 69 
Total assets ...-..+++++ Fajslekolecioa siete suse eicel: darts $11,187 69 


James Erwin, 
D. A. WHEDON, 
G. H. Buaxusiex, } Pub, Com. 
A. C. GEORGE, 
B. F. WNen, 
AvsurN, N. Y., May 1, 1864. 
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EPISCOPACY. 
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REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY. 
QUESTIONS REFERRED. 


First Irem.—Among the matters referred to this committee, 
with instructions:to examine and report, are the following: 

“Tg it in accordance with the general usage of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, with the spirit of her economy, and with the law 
of the same given in Discipline, Part Il, chap. iii, § 1, im answer to 
question 3, and in chap. iv, § 1, that on the decease of a presiding 
elder in the interim of an Angnual Conference, a bishop divide the 
district into two or more sub-districts, and appoint thereto as many 
presiding officers, having power to perform all the duties of presid- 
ing elders in Quarterly Conferences, and to represent in the ensuing 
Annual Conference the preachers in charge of the circuit or station 
to which they were previously appointed at pe 

We find among the duties of the bishop the following : “ To form 
the districts according to his judgment.” — Discipline, ans. 2, page 92. 
The same authority (see Discipline, page 98) declares the presiding 
elders are to be chosen by the bishops, thus referring the whole 

23 
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power to determine the size of the district, the number of its 
charges, and the selection of the presiding elder, to the bishop. 
We, therefore, answer the question thus: ‘ 
» He has the legal right to arrange the districts. according to his 
own judgment. 


CAN PRESIDING ELDERS BE STATIONED? 


Srconp Ire.‘ 2esolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be 
instructed to report to this Conference at an early day whether, in 
the judgment of the committee, the bishops have authority, under 
the present rule of Discipline, to appoint a presiding elder to the 
charge of a circuit or station.” 

We answer, in our judgment they have such right. 


CERTIFICATE OF WITHDRAWAL. 


Tarrp Irem.—The following question and answer are from the 
Journal of the Central Illinois Conference, and were referred to this 
committee : 

“When a superannuated member of a sister Conference, resid- 
ing in the bounds of our Conference, concludes to withdraw from 
the Church, can the presiding elder give him a certificate of with- 
drawal ?” 

“ Answer. No.” 

We respectfully recommend concurrence in the decision of the 
Chair as the correct ruling. J. M. Trmstz, Chairman. 


—_ TS * Oo Se 
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REPORT NO. II OF THE COMMITTER ON EPISCOPACY. 


PRESIDENT OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


By a resolution, the expediency of slightly changing the rule 
providing for the election of President of an Annual Conference 
was submitted, and, after due consideration, we report the S%llow- 
dng as a substitute for the answer to quest. 4, § 3, chap, i, Part II, 
page 49 of Discipline: ; 

‘Who shall preside in the Annual Conferences ?” 

‘‘ Answer. The bishop. In case no bishop be present a member 
-of the Conference, appointed by the bishop, shall preside. But if 
“no appointment be made, or the person appointed do not attend, 
the Conference shall elect a president by ballot from amone the 
elders without debate.” i, 


LIMITATION OF PASTORAL SERVICE. 
_The committee was instructed to “inquire and report at an early 
‘day whether the rule limiting the term of pastoral service has been 
observed in the letter and spirit during the last four years.” 
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An inquiry was made by calling for reports from each Confer- 
ence in the connection, and we report that in the main the letter 
and spirit have been observed. The exceptional cases will be con- 
sidered in the report upon the administration of the bishops. 


POWER OF COMMITTEE OF TRIAL. 


We have been instructed to consider and report whether a com- 
mittee of trial (or select number) may hold a session after the final 
adjournment of the Annual Conference for trial of a minister. 

We find no specific law in this case. “The Committee of Trial” 
or “Select Number” is evidently only the representative of the 
Annual Conference, and subject to its laws of action. Specific pro- 
visions are made for proceeding against an accused minister “in 
the interval of the Annual Conference,” which precludes the method 
of trial by the committee of the Annual Conference. 

It seems hardly logical to say the Annual Conference can per- 
petuate its existence after its official adjournment, or that the 
Annual Conference can meet more than once a year. 

It is, therefore, the opinion of the committee that the question 
referred to them should be answered in the negative. ; 


POWER OF PRESIDING ELDER. 

Having considered a resolution referred for inquiry, we recom- 
mend the alteration of Discipline, Part II, chap. iv, § 1, quest. 4, 
ans. 3, to read as follows: j 

“To change, receive, and suspend preachers in his district during 
the interval of the Conference, and in the absence of the bishop, 
as the Discipline directs. Provided, however, that a presiding elder 
shall not change a preacher in his district from a charge to which 
he has been appointed by the bishop, and appoint him to another 
to which he could not be legally appointed by the bishop.” 

T. M. Eppy, Secretary. J. M. Trimpix, Chairman. 


ot Or __ 
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REPORT NO. lI OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY. 


APPOINTING PREACHERS. 


Your committee have respectfully considered the resolution 
directing us to consider the expediency of so amending the Disci- 
pline as to provide that the bishop shall “ fix the appointments of 
the preachers with the advice of the presiding elders,” and report 
that in our judgment said change should not be made. 


EMPLOYING SUPPLIES. 
Your committee have considered the resolution respecting the 
appointment of superannuated and local preachers, and report that 
we deem a more explicit law, regulating the labors of superannu- 
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ated and local preachers, desirable; and in the mean time submit 
the following opinion in the case as embodying the spirit of the 
Discipline, namely : : 

Resolved, That when superannuated and local preachers are 
employed in the pastoral work the law of limitation applies to 
them, and that the limitation upon the appointing power applies to 
the Presiding Elder as well as to the bishop. 


BISHOP MORRIS. 


The following preamble and resolutions having been adopted by a 
unanimous vote of the committee, are submitted for your approval: 
Whereas our honored and beloved senior superintendent, Rev. 
Thomas A. Morris, has for nearly half a century rendered valuable’ 
and effective service in various important relations to the Church, 
and for nearly thirty years has officiated acceptably and usefully as 
a general superintendent; and whereas his advanced age demands 
a respite from his arduous labors; therefore 

Kesolved, That. whether Bishop Morris shall continue to travel 
and perform episcopal duties during the next quadrennial term, 
and if so, to what extent, shall be left to his judgment and that of 
his episcopal colleagues. 

Stesolved, That our satisfaction with the eminent and highly 
useful services of our venerated senior superintendent is recorded 
with profound gratitude to God, and with fervent prayers that we 
may long enjoy his presence and counsels, and that his path may 
“shine more-and more unto the perfect day.’ 


EPISCOPAL DISTRICTS, 


The important subject of dividing the whole Church into Kpis- 
eopal districts was submitted for our consideration. It has engaged 
much time and received careful deliberation, and we now respect- 
fully report back the same to you, without any recommendation of 
change from the committee. 


NUMBER OF BISHOPS. 


The subject of strengthening the Episcopacy having been sub- 
mitted to us, and with it a note from the bishops in answer to an 
inquiry from the General Conference, giving, as their judgment, 
a statement that the interests of the work require the election of 
two bishops for the superintendency of the work in the United 
States and Territories, and of two missionary bishops, one for the 
missions in Europe and Asia, and the other for our missions in 
Africa, we have given it careful consideration and report: _ 

1. That we decline recommending the election of two missionary 
bishops. 

2. That we recommend the General Conference to proceed, on 
Friday, the 20th inst., immediately after the reading of the Journal, 
to the election of three additional bishops. 

Respectfully submitted, 
T. M, Enpy, Secretary. J. M. Trimetz, Chairman. 
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REPORT NO. IV OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY. 


APPEALS AND COMPLAINTS. 


But two cases of formal appeal from or complaint of the decisions 
of the bishops, on the ground of illegality, have been referred to 
your committee, namely: The Memorial of Union Chapel, Cin- 
cinnati Conference, and the paper of Joseph Counts. Both eases 
have been carefully and impartially considered, and our report 
upon each is here presented : ; 


UNION CHAPEL. 


__ Your committee have examined the memorial of Union Chapel, 
Cincinnati Conference, complaining of the administration of the 
bishops in their case, and also the official correspondence which it 
occasioned. 

They find the facts to be, that in 1861 the minister appointed 
as pastor of Union Chapel was rejected by the officiary, not 
because of anything personally objectionable in the appointee, but 
because the officiary aforesaid had not been consulted in the matter 
of the appointment, they desiring to retain the services of a man 
who had already been regularly appointed to them the preceding 
two years; further, that they not only voted to reject the- pastor 
appointed, but advertised in the daily newspapers that Union 
Chapel was without a pastor, and locked the doors of the Church 
on Sabbath morning, thus excluding the pastor and presiding elder, 
claiming for themselves the right so to do because of the peculiarity 
of their deed. Under these circumstances Bishop Morris released 
the minister appointed to Union Chapel, and notified the official 
Board that he could act consent to the appointment of another 
preacher to the charge except upon the following conditions, 
namely : 

“1. That the official and private members should jointly agree 
that hereafter they would receive and support such ministers of the: 
Methodist Episcopal Church as her regular appointing authority 
should from time to time appoint to the pastorate of Union Chapel. 

“2. That they should receive such presiding elder as should 
from time to time be appointed to the district, including Union 
Chapel, and pay their proper proportion of his claim, according to ° 
Discipline. 

“3. That the Trustees of Union Chapel should guarantee to such 
regular appointees, whether as pastors or presiding elders, the free 
use of the pulpit.” 

He further stated to them as follows: ; 

“ Union Chapel is in a state of insubordination, and if it remains 
so till next Conference it will be left off the list of Conference 
charges, and cease to appear in our official minutes.” 

In accordance with this, Bishop Morris gave special instruction 
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to the presiding elder to give certificates of membership to all loyal 
members desiring to remove their relation to some other Church. 

At the session of the Cincinnati Conference, in 1862, these terms 
not having been complied with, Union Chapel was stricken by the 
presiding bishop from the “list of Conference charges.” 

In all this, so far from seeing anything to censure, the committee 
believe the administration to have been wise and just, and that 
Bishop Morris is to be commended for the firmness with which he 
maintained the Discipline and order of the Ghurch. 


COMPLAINT OF JOSEPH COUNTS. 


The paper of Joseph Counts, complaining of a decision delivered 
by Bishop Baker in the Ohio Conference, by which he claims to 
have been wronged, has been before us. We did not see any 
right to go into the merits of the case, but confined our attention 
to the single question of law. , 

The question, as stated in the paper submitted by Mr. Counts, 
differs from the form found in the Journal of the Conference. 
The Journal reads thus: “ When a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church is charged with immorality and brought before -a 
committee, and found guilty of a crime forbidden by the word of 
God, and so make out their verdict, but fail to affix the penalty, 
can the preacher in charge rightfully expel said member without 
first having a penalty affixed by the committee ?” 

This question the Chair answered affirmatively. Mr. Counts 
recites two grounds of complaint : 

1. The committee failed to declare him guilty of a crime “ suffi- 
cient to exclude a person from the kingdom of grace and glory,” and 
that this failure vitiated the verdict. 

2. The committee failed to affix a penalty, and therefore the 
exclusion was void. 

The bishop presiding holds that when an accused person is 
declared by the committee “ guilty of a crime expressly forbidden 
in the word of God,” it is not necessary to afford a basis for the 
pastor’s action to add “sufficient to exclude him from the kingdom 
of grace and glory,” as the immorality is explicitly set forth in the 
former clause. 

As to the second exception, he holds that when a member is 
tried and found guilty, as above, “ of crime expressly forbidden by 
the word of God,” the Discipline declares the penalty, and adds 
ge minister or preacher who has charge of the circuit expel 
rim. 

Believing these positions well taken, the committee recommend 
the following resolution : 

ftesolved, That the ruling of Bishop Baker in the Ohio Annual 
Conference in the case of Joseph Counts be approved, as in har- 
mony with the law and discipline of the Church, 


_We also recommend that the complaint of Joseph Counts be 
dismissed, | 
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_ THE ADMINISTRATION. 


The administration of the bishops in the Annual Conferences has 
been subjected to a sifting examination, conference after conference 
having been. called and heard through the delegates. The past 
four years have been marked by national disturbance, and great 
pressure has borne upon the bishops to consent to irregular 
appointments on the plea of necessity. In some few instances we 
think there has been a yielding; but we express our gratification 
that, upon the whole, the law of the Church has been wisely 
upheld even in troublesome times. 

After full consideration, the committee offer the following touch- 
ing the cases to which our attention has been called : 

Kesolved, That in reviewing the administration of the bishops 
we find that it has been eminently satisfactory, except in the fol- 
lowing cases, wherein the rule requiring a superintendent not to 
continue a preacher in the same appointment more than two years 
in six appears to have been infringed, to wit: 

1. In 1864 a charge in St. Louis, Missouri and Arkansas Confer 
ence, was so left by the presiding bishop that it is now served by 
the preacher who has been its regular pastor during the two years 
preceding. 

2. In 1863, in the New England Conference, a preacher was 
stationed a third year over an appointment in the city of Charles- 
town which, having only changed its name and location, was sub- 
stantially the same charge which he had served the two years 
preceding; also in the same conference and the same year, at 
Coleraine and Quincy Point, the preachers after serving two years 
were assigned nominal appointments, while their real work was 
with the people they had served the two years preceding. 

To these exceptions we add one case of infringement of the rule 
forbidding the appointment of a presiding elder to the same district 
until six years after the expiration of his first term of four years’ 
service, namely: In 1863, in the New York East Conference, a 
preacher who had served as presiding elder of the Long Island Dis- 
trict for four years immediately preceding the session of the Con- 
ference in the spring of that year was, after eight months, appointed 
to the same district to fill a vacancy caused by the death of the 
presiding elder who had succeeded him. 

In view of these cases we earnestly recommend our superin- 
tendents to administer the rules respecting the appointment of 
preachers and presiding elders with unvarying strictness. 

With these statements, we recommend that their characters be 
passed. 


BISHOPS’ RESIDENCES. 


The following resolution was unanimously recommended for 
your adoption: 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Conference the 
bishops ought, and therefore are hereby respectfully requested to so 
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distribute their residences as to be the most accessible to and.in 
the intervals of the conferences, to be able to oversee every part of 
éur extended work so far as possible. in 

T. M. Eppy, Secretary. J. M. Trimpie, Chairman. 


; ; ; nd epe-—4 me 


ITINERANCY. 


E, 1.—Journal, page 102. 
REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy having examined that part of the 
Journal of the West Wisconsin Conference which relates to the 
case of O. B. Knudson, referred to them for consideration, would 
report that, as it appears, charges and specifications were preferred 
against the said brother, and referred by the conference for trial 
to a select number of nine, according to the Discipline, with a 
chairman appointed by the bishop. On the assembling of the se- 
lect number their chairman, without the consent of the committee, 
dismissed the case on account of informality and indefiniteness in 
the charges and specifications. Notice was given that the action in 
the case would be brought before this General Conference, Your 
committee recommend for adoption the following, namely : 

Resolved, That the select number appointed to try accused mem- 
bers of an Annual Conference act in the case in the stead and with 
the powers of the conference itself, and its chairman is in the place 
of the bishop. It is therefore improper for the chairman in such a 
case to dismiss a complaint. 


ae OO 


E, Il.—Journal, pages 126, 149, 162, 173, 174. 
REPORT NO. I1.OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, 


PART I. 


Your Committee on Itinerancy have carefully considered all 
matters referred to them respecting the extension of the time of 
ministerial service in the same charge, and are of opinion that the 
interests of the Church will be promoted by granting to the bish- 
ops the right to reappoint for a third year, and they therefore 
recommend that the word “two,” wherever it occurs in chap. iii, 
§ 1, quest. 8, ans. 3, pp. 92 and 93, be changed to the word 
“three,” namely: on 92d page, on the 4th line of the question, 
and on the 4th and the 9th line from the top of the 93d page. The 
length of the answer will excuse our reciting it in full. 
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Part fl. 

Your committee have also considered the mode of examining 
character in the Annual Conferences, and respectfully submit the 
following for adoption: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that it 
is unnecessary for an Annual Conference to require its members 
who are elders to retire when their names are called in the exam- 
ination of character. 

Jno. Morrison Rem, Chairman. 


et te 2'norn 


E, I1.—Journal, pages 147, 233. 


REPORT NO. DI OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITIN- 
-  BRANCY. 


Part I. 


The Committee on Itinerancy, to whom the matter was referred, 
recommend the restoration of the supernumerary relation, and in 
order to this the following disciplinary modifications, namely : 

1. Change the caption of chap. vii, part 2, page 114, from “ su- 
perannuated or worn-out preachers” to “ supernumerary and super- 
annuated preachers.” 

2. To insert as the opening paragraph of this chapter the fol- 
lowing: 

“A” supernumerary preacher is one who, because of impaired 
health or some other disability, is temporarily unable to perform 
effective work. He may receive an appointment, or be left without 
one, according to the judgment of the Annual Conference of which 
he is a member; but he shall have no claim on the beneficiary funds 
of the Church except by vote of his Conference, and he shall be 
subject to all the limitations of the Discipline in respect to reap- 
pointment and continuance in the same charge that apply to effect-’ 
ive preachers. In case he be left without an appointment he shall 
have a seat in the Quarterly Conference, and all the privileges of 
membership in the place where he may reside.” 

3. Insert in Part Il, chap. i, § 3, page 50, a8 question 7: “Who 
are the supernumerary preachers ?” 


Part Il. 


In regard to the matter of preachers refusing to occupy parson- 
ages provided for them, we recommend that Part V, chap. i, § 2, 
ans. 4, page 233, be stricken out. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jno. Morrison Rem, Chairman. 
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E, 1V.—Journal, pages 152, 155, 196. 


REPORT NO. IV OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITIN- 
ERANCY. 
Part I. ¢ 
The Committee on Itinerancy have had under consideration the 
subject of extending the time of probation in Mission Annual Con- 
ferences, and respectfully report’ that they are unable at the present 
time to recommend such discrimination. wane 
The subject of Church records has also been before the commit- 
tee, and we recommend for adoption the following, namely: 
Resolved, That a uniform and thorough mode of keeping Church 
records is of great importance, and that we advise careful attention 
thereto on the part of all our preachers; and we especially com- 
mend to the attention of our people and preachers the new Church 
Record, published by our Book Agents, as admirably adapted to 
promote this desirable end. 


Part Il. 


We have also carefully considered the propriety of placing among 
the exceptions to the two year limitation of the Discipline the 
editors of such papers as may be patronized by at least two Annual 
Conferences, as referred to them. While it seems to us that such 
a provision might open a wide door for abuse, and is therefore not 
to be advised, we do recommend that Part II, chap. iii, ques. 3, 
ans. 3, page 93, be amended by inserting in the eleventh line of 
the answer, after the words “San Francisco, the words “ the editor 
of Zion’s Herald,” thereby placing that officer, when a member of 
an Annual Conference, under the exceptions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jno. Morrison Rem, Chairman. 


ot eS oe ___ 
E, V.—Journal, pages 189, 213, 234, 


REPORT NO. V OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITIN- 
ERANCY. 
Part I. 

The Committee on Itinerancy would respectfully report that 
they have considered the subject of providing for District Confer- 
ences ; and although they believe the subject important, are unable 
to present a satisfactory plan for their formation. 

We have also considered the propriety of changing the time of 
the meeting of the General Conference, but deem such change in- 
expedient at present. 

We have also considered the resolution submitted, requiring the 
Committee on Itinerancy to place upon each Journal after it has 
been examined a certificate, signed by the Chairman and Secretary 
of the Committee, and designating all points of exception taken, 
and all criticisms upon the record. We believe this a most valu- 
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able suggestion, but coming too late to be carried out at the present 
session, and therefore recommend the following: ' 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Conference it 
should hereafter be the duty of the Committee on Itinerancy, after 
reading the Journals of the several Conferences, to place upon each 
a certificate of the fact, signed by their Chairman and Secretary, 
noting all exceptions taken to the record. 

Your committee have also considered the paper referred to 
them, complaining of the administration of the Black River Con- 
ference. We find that a private member of the Church was, in 
1845, tried by a committee and expelled; that he presented com- 
plaints to the Conference against the administration by which he 
was expelled, from year to year, until the session of 1853, at which 
the Conference resolved that the proceedings of the original trial 
were irregular, it having appeared that one member of the com- 
mittee which tried him was not a member of our Church; and the 
Conference instructed the preacher in charge of the Church where 
he was expelled to re-enter his name upon the Church record. 
Having only the journal of the Conference for the last four years 
before us, we propose for adoption the following: 

Resolved, That there has been some manifest irregularity in the 
case, which, however, seems to have been connected with its earlier 
history ; and, with the light we have before us, we do not feel pre- 
pared to condemn the action complained of. 

We have also considered the memorial of Fort Ann Station, 
complaining of the action of the Troy Conference in the case of 
Moses Miller, and report that, in our opinion, the Annual Confer- 
ence had no jurisdiction in the case, the appeal being from the 
decision of the Quarterly Conference, which affirmed the decision 
‘of the select committee that tried the case, and not on any ques- 
tion of law or method of trial. 

The memorial of the Milwaukee District Association of the 
Wisconsin Conference, petitioning the General Conference to 
authorize the Wisconsin Annual Conference to reconsider its 
action in the case of Samuel W. Martin, has also been considered. 
We find that said Samuel W. Martin was in 1860 charged before 
his Conference with marrying a woman who held slaves, and under 
these charges was allowed to withdraw from the Church, as it is 
said, under promise that the charges against him should be with- 
drawn. The best examination we have been able to give the case 
has not convinced us that any action should be taken in the 
premises. 

Part Il. 

Your committee have also considered the memorial of the Ladies’ 
Home Missionary Society of Cincinnati, asking that the preacher 
stationed in their work shall be placed among the exceptions 
to the limitation of the Discipline upon the term of ministerial 
service, and believe that such provision should be made not only 
for them but also for all like associations, and therefore recommend 
that the Discipline be altered, Part II, chap. iii, § 1, quest. 3, ans. 3, 
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on the sixteenth line of the answer, by inserting after the word 
“missionaries” the words “to neglected portions of our cities,” 
so as to include preachers appointed to such work among the said 
exceptions. ; 

We have also considered that part of the Journals of the Cen- 
‘tral Ohio Conference asking that superannuated preachers residing 
without the bounds of their Conference may be located without 
their consent when they utterly neglect the rule of Discipline . 
with regard to forwarding testimonials to the Conference, and we 
recommend that Part II, chap. vii, §1, page 114 of the Discipline 
be altered by adding at the close of the section these words, 
“‘and may locate him without his consent,” so that it shall read, 
“without which the Conference shall not be required to allow his 
Claim, and may locate him without his consent.” 

_, All the matters referred to us have received a careful considera- 

tion, although some of them, having been laid on our table, have 

not been returned to the General Conference, 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joun Morrison Rem, Chairman. 


E, VI.—Journal, pages 200, 235. 


‘REPORT NO. VI OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITIN.- 
ERANCY. 


Your Committee or Itinerancy have carefully examined the 
Journals of the following Conferences, namely: Baltimore, Black 
River, California, Central Ilinois, Central Ohio, Cincinnati, Detroit, 
East Baltimore, East Maine, East Genesee, Erie, Genesee, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri and Arkansas, Nebraska, Newark, New England, 
‘New Hampshire, New J ersey, New York, New York East, 
North Indiana, North Ohio, Northwest Indiana, Northwest Wis- 
consin, Ohio, Oneida, Oregon, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Provi- 
dence, Rock River, Southeastern Indiana, Southern Ilinois, Troy, 
Upper Iowa, Vermont, Western Jowa, Western Virginia, West 
Wisconsin, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

The minutes of the Baltimore Conference for 1861 are not in the 
Journal before us, having been withheld by the former Secretary. 

The examination of the journals is the only mode in which the 
“administration of the bishops and Conferences can be fully brought 
under revision, and your committee have felt it to be a most 
important duty. They are happy to assure the Conference that, 
for the most part, the Journals are commendable for their neatness, — 
accuracy, and completeness, and that, in the main, the business of 
the Conferences has been conducted according to the Discipline 
‘and usages of the Church. F hd ae 
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Some irregularities have presented themselves, the offspring, as 
your committee believe, of the disturbed state of the country, and 
therefore not likely: to be repeated, The Journals of the East 
Baltimore Conference for 1861 record action of the Conference 
that might have resulted in the nullification of the acts of the last 
General Conference, and the Philadelphia Conference indorsed 
these resolutions ; but your committee are relieved from all respons- 
ibility in the case, inasmuch as the resolutions have themselves 
been nullified by most positive and satisfactory action on the part 
of both these Conferences. 

Some of the Journals have not been properly signed by the pre- 
siding officer. The necessity of hurrying from Conference by the 
bishops has in part doubtless led to this, but the neglect of secre- 
taries to have the Journals promptly written up has also contributed 
its part to this omission. In the opinion of your committee a 
Journal is not signed at all unless it be signed upon the book. The 
increased force of the Episcopacy will, no doubt, to some extent, 
remedy this defect, but it is highly obligatory upon Secretaries of 
Conferences to use all possible diligence to have the records prop- 
erly copied and ready for signature at the earliest possible moment 
after the adjournment. 

The provisions made by the General Conference that reports 
may be entered in another book, while only the resolutions in 
such reports need be spread upon the Journals, will greatly facilitate 
this matter. Several of the Conferences, so far from attending to 
this last provision, have failed to enter even the resolutions, and 
some have even failed to indicate whether the reports are filed or 
recorded. In a few Journals the pages are not numbered, and 
some are without marginal readings, and in an instance or two 
the marginal references are not as full as could be desired. Ina 
few cases there is no roll of the Conference recorded. 

The entire omission of statistics in most of the Journals is greatly 
to be regretted. There are, doubtless, books for the purpose in 
many of the Conferences; but in all cases, as your committee think, 
the total by districts, or at least the total for the Conference, should 
be on record, and reference made to the book of particulars. 

Some Conferences spread upon the Journals in full the appoint- 
ments as announced by the bishops, a practice that your committee 
think should become universal. 

In some instances the books are of inconvenient size. A book 
that will be sufficient for four or eight years would be most 
desirable. ; 

Among the imperfections most deeply to be regretted are those 
which occur in reference to investigations or trials, where the 
interests of our brethren and the Church require the greatest com- 
pleteness and accuracy. Interlineations and abbreviations are 
always to be avoided, but especially in such matters ; and all papers 
in the case should be carefully marked and referred to. Correct- 
ness of orthography and beauty of penmanship are always to be 
studied, as for the most part they are. 


\ 
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Resolved, That Conferences and their Secretaries are hereby 
requested : A } 

1. To see that the book provided for the Journal is of suitable 
size, and that books are also provided for recording reports and 
statistics. eo 

2. To provide a Secretary, besides the principal one, whose duty 
it shall be, with great neatness, carefully to enter the proceedings 
after they have been approved by the Conference. 

3. Let each page of the Journal be numbered, and properly 
headed with date of session. 

4, Let the names of those in attendance upon the Conference be 
recorded upon the Journal. 

5. Give a wide margin, in which full references are distinctly 
written. 

6. Enter aid resolutions, and refer to reports. 

7. Enter at least the total of all statistics, 

8. Enter the appointments of the preachers, and for this purpose 
let a certified copy be furnished by the bishop, to be filed with the 
Conference papers. 

9. In all cases of trial before the Conference, or a select number, 
let the record be full; and where papers are referred to, let them 
be carefully distinguished. Let the charges be spread upon the 
Journal, and the decision; and let it be carefully noted that the 
papers are deposited with the conference papers. 

10. Let the proceedings of each session be promptly entered, and 
amid the pressure of the business of the closing session let great 
diligence be used in this respect, that all may be ready for the 
signature of the President. The appointments may be entered 
after the signature of the President. 

11. It is needless to say that blots, erasures, interlineations, 
abbreviations, careless orthography, or hasty penmanship can only 
be discreditable to a Conference when the Journal is under the revi- 
sion of the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Joun Morrison Rem, Chairman. 
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E, Vil.—Journal, pages 208, 235. 
REPORT NO. VII OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy, having considered the matter of 
certain property in Vermilion County, Illinois, which, in the judg- 
ment of certain petitioners, should revert to Stephen Griffith, 
recommend the following, namely : 

Resolved, That the General Conference has no claim or jurisdic- 
tion in the matter. : 

_ In the case of I. N. M’Abee, a superannnated preacher of the 
Pittsburgh Conference, made such without his consent, and who 
complains that no allowance has been made him, it is the opinion 
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of your committee that the claim of a superannuated preacher has 
very properly been committed to the judgment of his Conference, 
and that it is not proper for us to act in the case. ‘ 

We also recommend for adoption the following, namely : 

ftesolved, That the General Conference hereby authorize the 
Book Agents at New York to issue, in a cheap and convenient 
form, a Manual of Methodism, which shall contain the articles of 
religion, the General Rules of our societies, the leading features 
of our Church organization, the outlines of different benevolent 
societies connected with our Church, together with such other 
items of information as will be desired by such as seek an acquaint- 
ance with our Church. 

_ Your committee have also considered the second restrictive rule 
referred to them, and believe that as the number of Annual Con- 
ferences, small for the present in the number of their members, 
may be largely multiplied by our work extending itself southward 
and westward, it is expedient that it should be changed, and we 
recommend the following, namely : 

Resolved, That the second restrictive rule be amended by strik- 
ing out the last two words of the rule, namely, “two delegates,” 
and inserting in their place the following, namely, “one delegate,” 
so that it may read, “ Provided, also, that no Conference shall be 
denied the privilege of one delegate.” 

Ltesolved, That the bishops be directed to present the above at 
the next session of each Annual Conference for their concurrence, 
and when all the Annual Conferences have acted upon it, publicly 
to announce the result and authorize the Book Agents to amend 
the published copy of the Discipline accordingly. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

; Joun Morrison Rei, Chairman. 


E, VIII.—Journal, page 126. 


REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
ITINERANCY. 


The committee have had under consideration the petitions 
and memorials on the subject of extending the time of ministerial 
service. They have also considered the action of the Annual Con- 
ferences on that subject. They find a division of opinion on this 
subject among. both preachers and people. A majority of the 
preachers are in favor of this change, while, as we believe, a majority 
of the people are opposed to it. It is the deliberate opinion of those 
best qualified to judge, that if the question were submitted to a vote 
of the laity it would be lost. by a large majority. On such a ques- 
tion it is neither wise nor safe to ignore the wishes of the people. 

We believe, furthermore, that the proposed change would 
shorten rather than lengthen the time of service actually rendered. 
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Many preachers remain after the first year because they have but 
one year more to serve; whereas if the time is extended they will 
remove at the end of one year, thus more frequently disturbing the 
quiet of our Churches and injuring the reputation of our ministers. 

The same implied censure will attach itself to the man who does 
not remain three years that now follows the one who removes at 
the end of the first year. “ 

Yet the minority are free to admit that there are cases where it 
is desirable that a pastor should remain longer than two years in 
the same appointment, and therefore submit the following: 

Resolved, That we deem it inexpedient to change the rule limit- 
ing the appointment of a preacher to two years; nevertheless, as 
cases occur where it would subserve the best interests of the 
Church for a pastor to remain three years in the same charge, we 
hereby add another exception to Part II, chap. iii, § 1, quest. 3, 
ans. 3, page 92, after the word “superintendence,” second line 
from the bottom, to wit: “or when in his judgment, and the judg- 
ment of a majority of the presiding elders, the interests of the 
work imperatively demand it, in which case he may return a 
preacher to the same charge the third year.” 


L. M. Rervzs, 
C. H. Wurrrcar. 


BOOK CONCERN. 


G, |.—Journal, page 122. 


REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern have considered the reso- 
lution referred to them of “depositing with each Annual Confer- 
ence a copy of the General Minutes, and also the J ournals of all the 
General Conferences,” and report that it is inexpedient to do so. _ 


| C. B. TIPPETT, Chairman, - 
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’ G, II.—Journal, page 125. 
REPORT NO. Il OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern have had under consider- - 
ation the memorial of Dr. Roberts in behalf of the “ American 
Methodist Historical Society,” and report that it is not expedient 
to comply with the request. C. B. Tiererr, Chairman. 


ee 


G, II1.—Journal, page 141. 


REPORT NO. III OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern, to whom the subject of 
publishing a paper in the Swedish language was referred, report 
that the General Conference refer the adoption of the ‘“ Ambassa- 
dor” to the discretion of the Book Agents at Cincinnati; that if 
they find upon investigation that they can publish it without serious 
loss to the Concern they are authorized to do so, either at Rock- 
ford or Chicago. C. B, Tieprrr, Chairman. 


G, 1V.—Journal, page 141. 


REPORT NO. IV OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern have had under consider- 
ation the proposition of T. A. Goodwin in relation to the “Cen- 


tral Christian Advocate,” and report adversely. 
C. B. Trererr, Chairman. 


4 
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REPORT NO. V OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern report the following reso- 
lution concerning a Book Depository in the city of Philadelphia : 
Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York be instructed to 
establish a Book Depository in the city of Philadelphia if, in their 
judgment, it can be done without loss to the Concern, and under 
such conditions as shall be entirely satisfactory to them. 
C. B. Trepett, Chairman. 
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REPORT NO. VI OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. ; 


_ The Committee on the Book Concern beg leave to report the 
following resolution: . 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at Cincinnati be and are hereby 
authorized to sell all books of the general catalogue published by 
the Agents at New York at the same rates that they are sold at 
in New York, and the Book Agents at New York shall, in cases of 
sales to the trade, make such discounts to the Agents of the West- 
ern Concern that they can afford to sell to their customers at New 
York prices, granting them six per centum difference in discount 
on sales made to the trade, and the Western Agents shall sell to 
the New York Agents at the same rates. 

They further report in relation to a paper in Philadelphia as 
‘follows : 

Resolved, That we deem it inexpedient to authorize our Agents 
to establish a paper in Philadelphia, that city and its surrounding 
country being an important part of the territory patronizing the 
“Christian Advocate and Journal,” which is now restricted as much 
as we can afford if published at its present subscription price. 
C. B. Tieperr, Chairman. 
—_———<+. +> ___ 
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REPORT NO. VII OF. THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern beg leave to report as fol- 
lows in reference to the establishment of a Book Depository at St. 
Paul, Minnesota: 

Resolved, That the Western Book Agents be and are hereby 
instructed to establish a book depository at St. Paul, Minnesota, if 
after examination they think it can be done without loss to the 
Concern; and to carry out this object they are authorized to make 
with any person in St. Paul such arrangement as they may judge 
“economical and necessary for supplying our people in that part of 
the work with our literature. 

They further report : 

That they find, from a report adopted by the California Annual 
Conference and referred to them, and also by the delegates from 
that conference, that the book depository has been established in 
San Francisco, Cal., by the Book Agents at New York, in obedi- 
ence to the direction of the last General Conference, and that an 
eligible lot has been purchased and a substantial brick edifice has 
been erected thereon, covering one third of the lot, all valued at 
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$21,000, but costing the Book Concern at New York only some 
$8,000 or $9,000, not far from $13,000 having resulted from the 
growth and judicious exchanges of property purchased for the 
Church by Rev. E. Thomas by authority of the Agents. 

The committee also find that both the California and Pacific 
Christian Advocates have failed to be fully self-sustaining; yet 
believing that both are needed, and will in time become sources of 
income, we recommend the following resolutions for adoption by 
the General Conference : 

Kesolved, That the Book Agents at New York be and they are 
hereby instructed to pay annually to the California and Pacific 
Christian Advocates during the next four years such sum, not 
exceeding one thousand dollars to each, as in the judgment of the 
Publishing Committees of said papers shall be deemed necessary 
to their continued publication. ; 


‘They further report on a 


BOOK DEPOSITORY AT DETROIT. P 


Resolved, That the Book Agents at Cincinnati be and they are 
chereby authorized to establish a depository of our books at Detroit, 
Michigan, if in their judgment it can be done without loss to the 
Concern, or to make such other arrangements as may be necessary 
to keep our books on sale there at book-room prices. 

B. F. Crary, Secretary. C. B. Tivprerr, Chairman. 
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REPORT NO. VIII OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern further report in reference 
to the Central Christian Advocate and Depository at St. Louis: 
Resolved, That the Agents at Cincinnati be and they are hereby 
instructed to enlarge the Central Christian Advocate so as to make 
“it equal to the Western or Northwestern Advocates. 6 
Resolved, That the Agents at Cincinnati be instructed to furnish 
books for the Depository at St. Louis as provided for in the Disci- 
pline, page 227, ninth line from the top. Ae é 
Resolved, That we direct the Book Agents at Cincinnati to pay 
to C. Elliott, D.D., Editor of the Central Christian Advocate, all 
that part of his salary which he relinquished to enable the Agents, 
under the restrictions imposed on them by the last General Con- 
ference, to continue the publication of the paper. ‘ . 
B. F. Crary, Secretary. C. B. Treperr, Chairman. 
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REPORT NO. IX OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


- PITTSBURGH CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE AND DEPOSITORY. 


Resolved, That we instruct the Book Agents at New York to 
secure without unnecessary delay, by purchase or otherwise, such 
a building in the city of Pittsburgh as may be required for pub- 
lishing the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, and for the business of 
the Depository in that city. 

B. F. Crary, Secretary. C. B. Trerert, Chairman. 


~~ + @oe—_ 


G, X.—Journal, pages 190, 229. 


REPORT NO. X OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern further respectfully report: 

That the accumulation of capital for the relief of worn-out preach- 
ers is not the only nor the chief reason for the establishment of our 
Book Concern. It has a higher, holier mission: the enlightenment 
of millions of souls. We wish the whole Church to know that the 
means we have at New York and Cincinnati are inadequate to sup- 
ply the urgent demands for our literature. Shall we exhaust our 
resources in benefactions of doubtful expediency when millions of 
souls are pleading for our books? when our presses cannot turn 
out enough to meet the necessities of our people? 

None but God can know what this ministry to mind can yet do 
in “spreading scriptural holiness over these lands.” We recom- 
mend for adoption the following : 

Kesolved, That in our judgment the paramount object of our 
publishing interest should be the wider diffusion of a sanctified 
literature. C. B. Trererr, Chairman. 

B. F. Crary, Secretary. ‘ 


G,. XI.—Journal, pages 208, 229, 230. 


REPORT NO. XI OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK 
CONCERN. 


The Committee on the Book Concern further report: 

That our publishing interests east and west unquestionably pre- 
sent an example of great financial success, of wonderful develop- 
ment, and of usefulness illimitable. ; 

We are overwhelmed with the imperative obligation to supply 
the increasing demand for our books and periodicals. We must 
do that; and that will multiply our presses, increase our deposi- 
tories, extend the circulation of our papers, and from millions we 
shall go to tens and hundreds of millions in our sales. Who can 
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limit the mighty field before us? Who would contract, or cease 
to expand, our means of supplying the people with reading matter ? 
We would have our agents enter every open door, enter the 
market generally, sell to everybody, husband our means, increase 
our presses, and send out over the whole continent our literature. 
We cannot be too careful of our resources. Every quadrennial 
should show an increase in our permanent capital and in our facili- 
ties for publishing. Prudence, economy, and tact have marked 
the conduct of our Agents and Book Committees, and we are hap- 
pily united in counsel and in faith. We respectfully report as to the 


BOOK CONCERN AT NEW YORK.. 


The Quadrennial Report of the Book Agents at New York and 
the Report of the Book Committee have been carefully examined, 
and afford most gratifying evidence that the vast interests of the 
Church have been in the hands of enterprising, faithful, and capa- 
ble men. The aggregate sales have been more than $1,500,000, 
and the profits have been judiciously expended; but we learn from 
the Agents that there is pressing need of more room and more 
presses. The Book Committee seem, with conscientious thorough- 
ness, to have examined the internal working of our colossal pub- 
lishing house, both as to its manufactures and accounts, and have 
shown that the New York Concern and afl of its branch deposi- 
tories have been managed, with integrity, harmony, and signal 
SUCCESS. 

The “ Advocate and Journal,” the “ Northern” and the “ Pitts- 
burgh Advocates” have all succeeded well. We offer for adoption 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That. we approve the course pursued by our Agents 
at New York, and are gratified with the marked advancement our 
Concern has made; and we earnestly express our desire that nothing 
should deter our Agents from making the attempt to supply fully 
the demand for our publications. 


WESTERN BOOK CONCERN. 


The book and periodical sales of the Western Book Concern 
amount to $1,127,851 during the last quadrennial, being an increase 
over the preceding four years of $159,853 36. : 

The presses of the Concern have worked to their utmost capacity. 
Two large first-class presses have been added at Chicago, and yet 
the Concern cannot fill the market opened to it. ; 

The policy of expansion, in order to supply the people with read- - 
ing matter, is the only one reason and religion could justify. When 
the market is glutted and our presses idle we may discuss the 
question of diverting the proceeds; until then we can only try to 
keep pace with the people and supply them if possible. 

We recommend for adoption the following resolution : 

Resolved, That we are gratified with the financial success and 
present condition of the Western Book Concern, and that we regard 


_ 
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the additions and improvements at Chicago as necessary and judi- 
cious, and heartily approve the management and conduct of our 


Agents. 
NORTHERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


Resolved, That the Publishing Committee of thé Northern 
Christian Advocate be directed to transfer the property in their 
hands to the Book Agents at New York, and that said Agents are 
hereby instructed to take possession of that paper, with its assets 
and liabilities, and to continue the publication of the same in 
Western New York, in the same manner as the Northwestern 
Christian Advocate at Chicago is published by the Book Agents 
at Cincinnati. - 

Kesolved, That the Discipline, Part IV, § 5, be amended as 
follows : 

_ 1. Insert in paragraph 5, page 218, after the words “Advocate 
and Journal,” the words “and an Editor for the Northern Christian 
Advoeate.” 

2. In paragraph 6, page 219, after the words “the condition of 
the Book Concern,” insert “including the Northern Christian Ad- 
vocate.” 

_3. Strike out in paragraph 10, page 224, the words “the 
Northern Christian Advocate in Western New York.” 

4. In paragraph 20, page 228, second line, after the words “ N ew 
York,” insert “and the Editor of the Northern Christian Advocate.” 

5. In the same paragraph, ninth ie from the top, strike out 
“Western New York.” 

6. Strike out paragraph 12, page 225. 


AUTHORITY OF THE AGENTS TO PURCHASE REAL ESTATE AND 
. TO BUILD IF NECESSARY. 


. Resolved, That the Agents of the Book Concern at New York 
and at Cincinnati be and they are hereby authorized to purchase 
real estate for the depositories under their care, or to erect build 
ings for them, or for the main Concerns, when in their judgment it 
can be done for the interest of the Church. 


EASTERN AND WESTERN BOOK COMMITTEES. 


The Committee recommend the following plan for districting the 
work; 
Committee at New York, 
1. New York and New York East Conferences. 
2. Providence, New England, and Maine. 
3. East Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont. 
4. Philadelphia, New Jersey, and Newark. 
5. Baltimore and East Baltimore. 
6. Troy and Black River. 
7, Oneida and Wyoming. 
8. Genesee and East Genesee. 
9. Erie, Pittsburgh, and West Virginia. 
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Book Committee at Cincinnati. 
. Ohio Conference. 
. Cincinnati and Kentucky. - 
. Central Ohio and North Ohio. 
Indiana and Southeastern Indiana, 
- North Indiana and Northwest Indiana. 
. Detroit and Michigan. 
. Illinois and Southern Illinois. 
. Rock River and Central Ilinois. 
- lowa, Upper Iowa, and Des Moines. 

10. Wisconsin, West Wisconsin, Northwest Wisconsin, and 
Minnesota. 

11. Missouri and Arkansas, Nebraska and Kansas. 

12. German Conferences. 

We recommend that the Discipline be amended as follows: 

In paragraph 5, page 222, strike out “eleven” and: insert 
“twelve,” so that it shall read, ‘The Book Committee of this 
department of the Book Concern shall consist of twelve traveling 
ministers.” And in paragraph 6, page 219, strike out “seven” 
and insert “‘ nine,” so that it shall read, “The Book Committee at 
New York shall consist of nine traveling ministers,” 

B. F. Crary, Secretary. C. B. Tieprrr, Chairman. 


OODTH OP WH 
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SLAVERY. 
H, |.—Journal, pages 147, 165, 167. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SLAVERY. 


_ The Committee on Slavery respectfully submit the following 
report: 

The long contest on the subject of slavery seems drawing to a 
close, and no doubtful tokens indicate the «will of God, and point 
unerringly to the destruction of a system so inhuman. 

The sufferings to be endured cannot be as great as those we 
have passed, and the heroism of the hour is adequate to bear the 
burdens which may be imposed upon us. 

Patriotism and piety lead us to the conclusions to which we 
have arrived, and, aside from all questions of expediency, impel us 
to adopt the policy so strongly urged in the Episcopal Address. 

' We rejoice that we have from the beginning been foremost 
among American Churches in the contest against slavery. 

Slavery has nothing to commend it to our forbearance; on the 
other hand, it has inflicted upon us injuries we cannot forget. It 
has rent the Church in twain, and seeks to divide the nation. It 
has kindled the fires of inextinguishable hatred along an extended 
border, and brought indescribable distress on our brethren who 
have labored there. These brethren we not only admire and love, 


¢ 
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but we pledge ourselves to share with them in all that is possible 
or necessary in the labors of the future. 

The question has reached its present status not so much through 
our efforts in this behalf as through the guidings of the Divine hand, 
whose power we reverently behold in the grand movements of 
our times. n 

The proposed new rule is only an expression of a conviction long 


‘entertained by the majority of the Church, the utterance of an 


edict which conscience dictates, and the teaching of God’s Word 
approves. : 
Abhorrence of slavery has increased with the progress of the 


people in moral and religious knowledge, showing that morality 


and religion are against the system. The voices of our common 
humanity protest against its longer existence, and this judgment 
is God’s decision, for nature is true to her author. | 

Your committee could not do otherwise than give expression to 
the truth which more than ever affects the Church and the na- 
tion, and array at once the moral force of Methodism on the side 
of emancipation. 

The great families of Methodism throughout the world will 
rejoice that we have taken a step which wipes out the imputation 
of complicity with this evil, and gives us the decided advantage of 
leading still in the question which has so long perplexed the Church. 

We feel that no answer is needed to the pleadings of expediency 
once so powerfully and eloquently urged. The grandeur of an 
overwhelming moral conviction uttered by the whole nation and 
Church, should not be impaired by answers to logic which the 
course of events have shown to be fallacious. 

So far as we are concerned, then, the question, “What shall be 
done for the extirpation of slavery ?” shall be answered by a rule 
uprooting it and forbidding it forever. Local difficulties and special 
cases will adjust themselves, and we shall be untrammeled jn our 
future operations in territory blighted by this departing curse. 

Relying on the promise and mercy of God, as far as we can we 
“proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all the inhabitants 
thereof.” 

Loyalty to the government leads us to accept emancipation 
whenever and wherever the President proclaims it or the states 
decree it, and devotion to truth and to God impels us to bring the 
controversy to an end in the Church by adopting a rule which 
casuistry cannot distort into a license for slavery. 

While reviewing the past we gratefully acknowledge the good- 
ness of God in guiding us so harmoniously to these conclusions, 
and with firm trust in him, commit our work to the judgment of 
the Church and of mankind. 

¢ recommend for adoption the following resolutions: 
_ Resolved, 1. By the delegates of the several Annual Conferences 
in General Conference assembled, That we recommend the amend-. 
ment of the General Rule on Slavery so that it shall read: 
Slaveholding ; buying or selling slaves. 
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- Resolved, 2, That we recommend the suspension of the fourth re- 
strictive rule for the purpose set forth in the foregoing resolution. * 
Resolved, 3, That the bishops be requested to submit the fore- 
going resolutions to the Annual Conferences at their next sessions, 
and if the requisite number of votes be obtained, to report to the 
Book Agents, who are hereby instructed to insert the new rule in 
all subsequent editions of the Discipline. 
D. Wisz, Secretary. B. F. Crary, Chairman. 


H, I1.—Journal, page 158. 


REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON SLAVERY. 


The minority of the Committee on Slavery beg leave to say that 
they have not been able to concur with the majority in the conclu- 
sions reached by them. For good and sufficient reasons, as they 
think, it would not be proper to change the General Rule on Slay- 
ery so as to exclude all persons sustaining the relation of master 
from the Church; they therefore respectfully submit the following 
as a substitute for the General Rule on Slavery reported by the 
majority, namely : 

“The selling of human beings, or the buying or holding them, 
except for reasons purely humane.” 

E. P. PHeEtps, 
L. M. Rervzs, 
J. W. Recer. 


STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 
I, 1.—Journal, page 147. 


REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE 
OF THE COUNTRY. 


The Committee on the State of the Country have carefully con- 
sidered the following subject, submitted to them by the General 
Conference, namely : 

Whereas, It is a well-known fact that the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was the first to tender its allegiance to the government 
under the Constitution in the days of Washington; and 

Whereas, The fair record of the Church has never been tarnished 
by disloyalty; and 
_ Whereas, Our ministers and people are deeply in sympathy with 
the government in its efforts to put down rebellion and set the 
captives free; therefore 
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Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, whose duty 
it shall be to proceed to Washington, to present to the President, 
of these United States the assurances of our Church in a suitable 
address that. we are with him in heart and soul in the present. 
struggle for human rights and free institutions; “ele 

And beg leave to report, That they recommend that five be sub- 
stituted for three as the number of the committee,.and that the reg- 
olution as thus amended be adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JosEPH Cummines, Chairman. 


I, I].—Journal, page 155. 


REPORT NO. Il OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE. 
OF THE COUNTRY. 


The Committee on the State of the Country, after further con- 
sideration of the subject of the delegation it is proposed to send 
with an Address to the President of the United States, beg leave 
to report that they have instructed their chairman to present for 
the approval of the General Conference the Address contemplated 
in the resolution referred for consideration. 

The committee still further report that they have nominated as 
the delegation 

iTeuep. Bisnor Epwarp R. Ass, 
Rey. Joszru Cummings, 
Rev. Grorce Prox, 
Rey. Cuaries Exxiorr, 
Rey. Granvitte Moopy. 


The committee also report the following 


ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE TO PRESIDENT 
LINCOLN. 


To His Excerrency Apranuam Lincorn, Presipenr or THE 
Unirenp States. 


The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, now 
in session in the city of Philadelphia, representing nearly seven 
thousand ministers and nearly a million of members, mindful of 
their duty as Christian citizens, takes the earliest opportunity to ex- 
press to you the assurance of the loyalty of the Church, her earnest 
devotion to the interests of the country, and her sympathy with you 
i the great responsibilities of your high position in this trying 

our. 

With exultation we point to the record of our Church as having 
never been tarnished by disloyalty. She was the first of the 
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Churches to express; by a deputation of her most distinguished 
ministers, the promise of support to the Government in the. days 
of Washington. In her Articles of Religion she has enjoined loy- 
alty as a duty, and has ever given to the government her most 
decided support. 

In this present struggle for the nation’s life many thousands of 
her members, and a large number of her ministers, have rushed to 
arms to maintain the cause of God and humanity. They have 
sealed their devotion to their country with their blood on every 
battle-field of this terrible war. 

We regard this dreadful scourge now desolating our land and 
wasting the nation’s life as the result of a most unnatural, utterly 
unjustifiable rebellion, involving the crime of treason against the 
best of human governments and sin against God. ‘It required our 
government to submit to its own dismemberment and destruction, 
leaving it no alternative but to preserve the national integrity by 
the use of the national resources. If the government had failed to 
use its power to preserve the unity of the nation and maintain its 
authority it would have been justly exposed to the wrath of 
heaven, and to the reproach and scorn of the civilized world. 

Our earnest and constant prayer is, that this cruel and wicked 
rebellion may be speedily suppressed; and we pledge you our 
hearty co-operation in all appropriate means to secure this object. 

Loyal and hopeful in national adversity, in prosperity thankfal, 
we most heartily congratulate you on the glorious victories re- 
cently gained, and rejoice in the belief that our complete triumph 
is near. 

‘We believe that our national sorrows and calamities have 
resulted in a great degree from our forgetfulness of God and op- 
pression of our fellow-men. Chastened by affliction, may the 
nation humbly repent of her sins, lay aside her haughty pride, 
honor God in all future legislation, and render justice to all who 
have been wronged. 

We honor you for your proclamations of liberty, and rejoice in 
all the acts of the government designed to secure freedom to the 
enslaved. 

We trust that when military usages and necessities shall justify 
interference with established institutions, and the. remoyal of 
wrongs sanctioned by law, the occasion will be improved, not 
merely to injure our foes and increase the national resources, but 
also as an opportunity to recognize our obligations to God and to 
honor his law. We pray that the time may speedily come when 
this shall be truly a republican and free country, in no part of 
which, either state or territory, shall slavery be known. 

The prayers of millions of Christians, with an earnestness never 
manifested for rulers before, dayly ascend to heaven that you may 
be endued with all needed wisdom and power. Actuated by the 
sentiments of the loftiest and purest patriotism, our prayer shall be 
continually for the preservation of our country undivided, for the 
triumph of our cause, and for a permanent peace, gained by the 
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sacrifice of no moral principles, but founded on the word of God, 
and securing in righteousness liberty and equal rights to all. 
Signed in behalf of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. | 
Respectfully submitted, 
JoserH Cummines, Chairman. 
PHILADELPHIA, May 14, 1864. 
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I, 111.—Journal, page 177. 
PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S REPLY TO THE ADDRESS. 


GENTLEMEN,—In response to your address allow me to attest the 
accuracy of its historical statements, indorse the sentiments it ex- 
presses, and thank you in the nation’s name for the sure promise 
It gives, 

Nobly sustained as the government has been by all the Churches, 
I would utter nothing which might in the least appear invidious 
against any. Yet without this it may fairly be said that the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, not less devoted than the best, is, by 
its greater numbers, the most important of all. It-is no fault in 
others that the Methodist Church sends more soldiers to the field, 
more nurses to the hospitals, and more prayers to heaven than any. 
God bless the Methodist Church! bless all the Churches! and 
blessed be God! who in this our great trial giveth us the Churches. 

[Signed] A. Lincoun. 


i 
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REPORT NO. III OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE 
OF THE COUNTRY. 


The Committee on the State of the Country beg leave to present 
the following report: : 

No previous General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church has met in a period so important as the present. It is 
crowded with thrilling events that must affect the highest interests 
of the Church, of our country, and of the world. A fearfully 
wicked rebellion, having no justification in its origin or continuance, 
and involving the crime of treason against the best of human gov- 
ernments and sin against God, is wasting the energies of the 
nation and destroying thousands of precious lives, Our govern- 
ment is struggling with a desperate, maddened foe for the national 
life, having no alternative but to maintain its authority or yield 
itself to dismemberment and destruction. In such circumstances it 
becomes our duty as Christian ministers and citizens to do all in 


a power to sustain our government in this just cause of humanity 
‘and God. 
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Our Church, which was the first to give to the government under 
Washington the assurances of allegiance and the promise of sup- 
port, has ever been loyal and devoted to the best interests of the 
country. In this present war, wherever her influence has prevailed, 
the government has received decided support. Her members have 
been prompt to meet the burdens and sacrifices imposed, and have 
rallied by thousands to the standard of their country. They have 
sealed with their blood their devotion to a righteous cause. Her 
ministers, in the gift of their sons, in personal efforts and sacrifices, 
and in all the ways in which their services might be available, have 
given the highest proof of Christian patriotism. Many of them 
have been called to endure privation, sacrifice, and bitter perse- 
cution, and some have fallen martyrs to the principles they have 
boldly-avowed. One member of the last General Conference, Rev. 
Anthony Bewley, a worthy and estimable man, fell a victim to the 
brutal violence of a mob while in the discharge of his duty. 

The causes of this desolating war are not recent. Early in our 
history the Christian spirit manifested by the first colonies on the 
New England shores declined, and a new theory of government 
was introduced. Our statesmen turned away from the recognition 
of God as the source of all civil authority, and his Word as the 
foundation of law, and announced the will of the people, the con- 
sent of the governed, as the source of power. It is a matter of 
regret and a cause of reproach that in our otherwise most excel- 
lent Constitution the name of God does not appear, not even in the 
oath prescribed for the President. There is nothing in that instru- 
ment that indicates that we are a Christian nation. It is not 
strange that, under such circumstances, slavery, an institution ever 
offensive to God and contrary to the first principles of a republican 
government, was allowed and guarded. But in the hour when, in 
defiance of the teachings of Providence and of history, this wrong 
was recognized, it became a necessity that it should be removed 
peaceably or by war. The causes of this conflict are coeval with 
our history as a nation. 

Our forgetfulness of God has been manifested in a disposition to 
sacrifice moral principle to expediency in order to secure a tem- 
porary peace, in the scorn with which the enunciation that there is 
a law higher than the Constitution was received, and in the shame- 
less corruption that characterized legislation for many years. 

Slaveholding, essentially aristocratic, fostering a spirit of arro- 
gance and exaction, is necessarily opposed to the doctrine of human 
equality. Too long the nation met the haughty exactions of slave- 
holders with servile compliance; but at length the limit was 
reached when there was no alternative but resistance or the sacrifice 
of all manhood and virtue. Then was exhibited that sublime upris- 

ing of the people that astonished the world, and the determination 

“was avowed to defend at any cost our Constitution and the integ- 

“rity of our government. But still, forgetful of God, we boasted of 
our power to crush the foe, and were not prepared to render justice 
to the oppressed. 


882 Journal of the General Conference, 1864. (I, IV. 


‘God suffered our armies to be turned back in confusion and our 
pride to be cast down in the dust. We have struggled on, expend- 
ing our treasures with a lavish hand, sacrificing the lives of our 
young men, and mortgaging the industry of coming centuries to 
meet our accumulating debt. 

_Chastened by adversity, may we learn to acknowledge our 
dependence on God for power and victory, and also to recognize 
fully the brotherhood of man. Our country hitherto has been 
the land of the free only in name; but we trust the time will 
soon come when in no part of its wide domain will slavery 
be known. 

The safety in the rebellious states of our civil institutions, as well 
as justice to those who have been enslaved, requires that in all the 
privileges of citizenship, as well as in all the other rights of a com- 
mon manhood, there shall be no distinction founded on color. 
Those who have periled their lives with less encouragement than 
any other class has received to defend our liberty may surely by 
right, human and divine, claim all the privileges the ballot can be- 
stow. Most certainly free institutions will be as safe with them as 
With the descendants of those who have incurred the crimes of per- 
jury and treason to overthrow our government. Provision should 
be made to give those a share in the soil who have cultivated it 
without recompense and defended it with their blood. 

It becomes us to pray most earnestly for the end of this conflict, 
and for a peace established in righteousness, on the word of God; 
but we should jealously guard against a false and hollow peace, 
gained at the sacrifice of moral principles. We should consent to 
no division of our country. The land our fathers gained, with all 
its historic renown, is ours, doubly sacred and dear, and sacred 
since it holds the graves of the noble men who have fallen in this 

‘war. We will not reproach their memories by acts that shall inti- 
mate they died in an unworthy cause. The widow shall not be \ 
compelled to sue for liberty to weep over the grave of her son, nor 
will we ask of a foreign power permission to stand by the tomb of 
Washington. 

‘We should frown with indignation on all as guilty of disloyalty 

“who coldly criticise every measure of the administration in this 
struggle for the national life, under the hypocritical pretense that 
they are careful that the fundamental law shall not be violated ; 
and we should give to all honest, earnest, righteous measures to 
crush this rebellion our hearty support. 

We rejoice in the victories God has given us, and have full 
assurance our cause will triumph. The events that have transpired 
in our country are but incidents in the great struggle for freedom 
that ages have witnessed. All revolutions and efforts to secure 
true Christian liberty, fraternity, and equality are connected. 
Each preceding event has prepared the way for those that follow. 

“The triumph of civil freedom is connected with that of Christian. 
ity. When the Gospel shall be proclaimed and understood all 

oppression and wrong will be removed, and liberty and knowledge, 
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with all their attendant blessings, will be proclaimed throughout 
the world. 

The committee submit the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That in this hour of the nation’s trial we will 
remember the President of the United States, all other officers of 
the government, and our army and navy, in never-ceasing prayer. 

2. Resolved, That it is the duty of the government to prosecute 
the war with all its resources of men and money till this wicked 
rebellion shall be subdued, the integrity of the nation shall be 
secured, and its legitimate authority shall be re-established, and 
that we pledge our hearty support and co-operation to secure this 
result. 

3. Resolved, That we regard our calamities as resulting from our 
forgetfulness of God, and from slavery, so long our nation’s 
reproach, and that it becomes us to humble ourselves and forsake 
our sins as a people, and hereafter, in all our laws and acts, to 
honor God. 

4, Resolved, That we will use our efforts to secure such a change 
in the Constitution of our country as shall recognize the being of 
God, our dependence on him for prosperity, and also his ‘word as 
the foundation of civil law. 

5. Resolved, That we regard slavery as abhorrent to the prin- 
ciples of our holy religion, humanity, and civilization, and that we 
are decidedly in favor of such an amendment to the Constitution 
and such legislation on the part of the states as shall prohibit 
slavery or involuntary servitude, except for crime, throughout all 
the states and territories of the country. 

6. Resolved, That while we deplore the evils of war that has filled 
our land with mourning we rejoice in the sublime manifestations 
of benevolence it has developed, as seen in the Sanitary and Chris- 
‘tian Commissions, and in the associations formed'to aid, the vast 
multitudes who have recently become freemen, and that we pledge 
to these institutions our hearty co-operation and support. 

Respectfully submitted, JoserpH Cummines, Chairman. 





MISSIONS. 


J, 1.—Journal, pages 83, 137, 138, 199. 
REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 


ORGANIZATION OF FOREIGN ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 
The Committee on Missions beg leave to offer the following 
‘report: 
wt. Resolved, That, in the judgment of this General Conference, 
-our foreign missions should be organized into Mission Annual Con- 


884 Journal of the General Conference, 1864. [J, II. 


ferences so soon as their condition severally shall render such 
organization proper, and that such Mission Conferences should 
possess all the rights, powers, and privileges of other Annual Con- 
ferences, with the concurrence of the presiding bishop, excepting 
that of sending delegates to the General Conference and of draw- 
ing its annual dividends from the avails of the Book Concern and 
the Chartered Fund, and of voting on constitutional changes pro- 
posed in the Discipline. 

2. Resolved, That the General Conference instruct the bishops 
to organize the missions in India into a Mission Annual Conference, 
with powers limited as above, as soon as practicable. 

3. Lesolved, That the General Conference authorize the bishops 
to organize any other of our foreign missions into Mission Confer- 
ences, subject to the above limitations, when in their judgment it 
is desirable and practicable. 

4. Resolved, That it is the judgment of this General Conference 
that a visitation to our principal foreign missions should be made 
by one of our bishops as often as practicable, at least once in four 
years. Wma. H. Goopr, Chairman. 

I. W. Wirzy, Secretary. : 


4-29 ___ 


J, I1.—Journal, pages 126, 146, 148, 227. 
REPORT NO. II OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 


The Committee on Missions beg leave to report to the General 
Conference the following resolutions for its adoption : 
1. Resolved, That the General Conference grant the request of 
the Foreign German Mission Conference, and change the name of 
that Conference into “The Mission Conference of Germany and 
Switzerland.” 
2. Resolved, That the last sentence of Article IV of the Constitu- 
tion of the Missionary Society be so amended as to read, ‘“‘ There 
shall also be two Assistant Corresponding Secretaries, who shall 
be elected by the General Conference, the first of whom shall reside 
in New York, and the second of whom shall reside in the West, 
at such place as the Board of Managers shall direct, and they shall 
labor to promote the interests of the missionary cause under the 
direction of the Board of Managers at New York, 
_ _ 3. Resolved, That in view of the largely increased annual dis- 

bursements of the Missionary Society the Contingent Fund be 
increased to $25,000, and that the increase be made available for 
the current year. ; 

4. Resolved, That each Annual Conference be and is hereby re- 
quired to furnish annually to the Corresponding Secretary of the 
Missionary Society at New York a report of its doings on the sub- 
ject of missions, which report shall specify the name of each district, 
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circuit, or station within its bounds sustained in whole or in part by 
said Conference as a mission, together with the amount of mission- 
ary money appropriated to each respectively for that conference 
year. 

I. W. Witxy, Secretary. Wm. H. Goopr, Chairman. 


4 <3 


J, I1l.—Journal, pages 156, 199. 
REPORT NO. Il OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 


The Committee on Missions beg leave to submit to the General 
Conterence the following resolutions for adoption: 

1. Resolved, That the Board of Managers of the Missionary So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church be and they hereby are 
authorized, so far as the General Conference may authorize, to con- 
vey to the trustees of the Wallamet University in Salem, Oregon, 
all the lands in and near Salem, Oregon, now belonging to the said 
Board of Managers; the said lands and their avails to be used by 
the trustees of the said Wallamet University as an endowment 
fund, the interest only of which shall be used for the support of 
said institution. 

2. Resolved, That in the appointment of the General Missionary 
Committee the bishops be directed to constitute corresponding 
members of the said committee for Oregon and California Confer- 
ences respectively, who shall have a corresponding relation to the 
said committee, and shall be allowed to vote by proxy in its annual 
meetings on all subjects relating to domestic missions on the Pa- 
cific coast. 

3. Resolved, That the words “of fifty cents or upward” in the 
Discipline, Part IV, § 2, page 210, paragraph 8, be stricken out so 
that it shall read, ‘“‘Comprehending the name of each collector in 
his charge, and the name, real or assumed, of each contributor to 
each collector, that they may be by said executive committee,” etc. 

The Committee on Missions beg leave further to report as fol- 
lows on the claim of Rev. William Wilmot, of the California 
Conference, for traveling expenses, as contained in the papers 
referred to the committee : 

1. That he claims for expenses arising in California from _his 
going to his several appointments, and this claim is addressed to 
the California Conference, and though without date, the committee 
suppose it was presented at its last session. ‘The committee see no 
reason why it should have been presented to this General Confer- 
ence, and judge that this Conference is in no way responsible for 
such expenses as are set forth in the claim; neither does the com- 
mittee judge the Missionary Society to be responsible. The com- 
mittee therefore report this petition back to the Conference, with 
their judgment that no action is necessary on the part of this Con- 


ference. 
25 
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2. That he claims for his expenses with his wife in returning to 
California after a visit to the Atlantic States of some two years. 
Your committee find that his petition in this ease was also ad- 
dressed to the California Conference in 1856, and found its way to 
the General Conference in 1860, and was by this Conference 
referred to the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society for 
adjudication; that the Board did examine the case and resolved 
“that this claim be not allowed ;” and of this decision of the Board 
Brother Wilmot was duly notified by the corresponding secretary 
in July, 1860. 

The committee therefore judge that no further action on the part 
of this Conference is necessary in this case. 

I. W. Witxy, Secretary. W. H. Goon, Chairman, 


——_— +5 ___ 
J, 1V.—Journal, pages 160, 227. 
REPORT NO. IV OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 


A 

The Committee on Missions beg leave to report the following 
resolution for adoption by the General Conference: 

Resolved, That we recommend the observance of the first. even- 
ing of each month on which the regular prayer-meeting is held as 
a concert of prayer for missions; and that we recommend all our 
Churches to observe the “ Annual Week of Prayer for the Conver- 
‘sion of the World.” 

I. W. Wirey, Secretary. W.H. Goons, Chairman. 


———_— # @o ___ 
J, V.—Journal, pages 184, 197, 226. 
REPORT NO. V OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 


The Committee on Missions respectfully submit the following 
resolutions for adoption by the General Conference: 

1. Resolved, That by and with the concurrence of the Board of 
Managers at New York the twelfth article of the Constitution of 
the Missionary Society be amended so that it will read as follows : 


ARTICLE XII. 


The Annual Conferences shall be divided into as many mission 
districts as there are effective superintendents; and there shall bea 
committee consisting of one from each mission district, to be ap- 
pointed by the bishops, and to be called the General Missionary 
‘Committee. It shall be the duty of this committee, 

First. To meet annually in the city of New York between the 
‘Ist and 15th of November, as shall be determined by the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Assistant Corresponding Secretary, and the 
Treasurer. ‘i 


> 
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’ Secondly. To act jointly with the Board of Managers, the Cor- 
responding Secretary, Assistant Corresponding Secretary, Second 
Assistant Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer, in fixing the 
amount which may be drawn for during the ensuing year. 

Thirdly. To divide said amount between, 

1st. Foreign Missions. 

2d. Domestic Missions. 

3d: Missions in the United States and Territories not included 
in the bounds of any of the Annual Conferences, 

4th. Other missions not under our immediate care. 

Fourthly. Said committee shall, with the concurrence of the 
Board of Managers, and with the concurrence of at least two of the 
bishops, determine what fields shall be occupied or continued as 
foreign missions, and the number of persons to be employed on 
said missions, and shall, in conjunction with the Board, estimate 
the sums necessary for the support of each mission, subject to the 
approval of two or more of the bishops. Said committee, with the 
concurrence of the Board and bishops as aforesaid, shall determiné 
the amount for which each bishop may draw for the domestic mis- 
sions of those conferences over which he shall preside, and shall 
divide the amount appropriated to the missions in the United States 
and territories not included in the Annual Conferences to such 
sections of the country as, in their judgment, the interests of the 
work require ; and the bishop shall not draw on the treasurer for 
more than said amount. , 

In the intervals of the annual meetings of the committee the 
bishops shall have full power to administer these missions. 

The Board shall appoint a committee, who, with the bishop 
making the appointment, shall fix the amount for the support of 
each missionary in this third class of missions. 

Fifthly. Said committee, by and with the concurrence of the 
Board and bishops as aforesaid, shall also determine the amount 
to be appropriated for the support of missions not under our im- 
mediate care, and the mode of disbursement thereof. 

Provided, nevertheless, that in the intervals between the meetings 
of the General Missionary Committee, the Board of Managers, with 
the concurrence of the bishop who has charge, or is to have charge 
of the work proposed, may, if they shall deem it important, adopt 
a new missionary field, and also provide for any unforeseen emer- 
gency that may arise ; and to meet such demands may expend any 
additional sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Should any of the members of said committee, in the interval of 
the General Conference, go out of office by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, the bishop presiding in the conferences where the 
vacancy shall oceur shall appoint another to fill his place. ? 

Said committee to be amenable to the General Conference, to 
which it shall make full reports of its doings. ¢ 

Any expense incurred in the discharge of its duties shall be met. 
by the treasurer of the society. : 

‘2. Resolved, That the bishops be and they hereby are authorized, 
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when in their judgment the interests of the work require it, to 
organize Annual Conferences in the states and territories not 
embraced at the close of this General Conference in any of the 
Annual Conferences, such Conferences to possess all the rights, 
powers, and privileges of other Annual Conferences, excepting that 
of sending delegates to the General Conference, and of drawing an 
annual dividend from the avails of the Book Concern and Chartered 
Fund, and of voting on constitutional changes proposed in thesDis- 
cipline, which restrictions shall continue until the next ensuing 
General Conference. 

3. Resolved, That the name of the Rocky Mountain Conference 
be and hereby is changed into Colorado Conference. 

4. Resolved, That we recommend the appointment of a Mission- 
ary Bishop, who shall reside in Liberia, on the Western Coast of 
Africa, or in its vicinity, and have episcopal jurisdiction in Africa 
only. The said bishop and Churches in Africa shall still be under 
the supervision of the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United 
States. 

5. Resolved, That we recommend and authorize the Liberia 
Annual Conference, under the direction of the bishop having charge 
of said Conference at present, assisted by the Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Missionary Society, to elect, by a vote of two thirds of 
all the members of the said’ Conference, an elder in good standing 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and present him for episcopal 
ordination to the bishops, or any of them, who are hereby author- 
ized to ordain such person so elected, certifying in the parchment 
of ordination that his episcopal jurisdiction is expressly limited to 


Africa. W. H. Goopr, Chairman. 
IW. Wizey, Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL MISSIONARY COMMITTEE 
FOR 1860-1864. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEARS 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 1861. 1862. 1869, 1864, Total. 
Africa yi... oh States eee $22,015 $15,003 $13,750 $13,355 00 $64,123 00 
GINS 27.40. Sf eS 20,076 18,879 17,222 29.69400 —80:871 00 
Gormany .... 25.408 ee oes. 20,688 16,699 23,156 29,163 50 89,706 50 
Scandinavia .....0.....0..0 0005 10,395 12,820 13,820 82,01975 69,054.75 
India....... EGA 36,820 84,400 52,918 72,103 50 196,241 50 
South America rr, 2,000 1,000 1,800 16,775.00 21,075 00 
Arizona 2,000 BOOW t05 Ren LiL aeke apes 2,500 00 
Bulgaria 6,000 6,046 8,866 10,623.39 ~—«81,535 39 
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DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


American Domestic Missions... 
German Domestic Missions 
Scandinavian Missions 
French Missions 
Welsh Missions 
Indian Missions 


perce cence 
eee eres are seoe 
eee ec ese escerece 


er eee sercserece 


Contingent Fund 
Incidental Fund 
Office Expenses 
Toward extinguishing Debt .... 


er ee -coesccces 
cece ese cose eeee 
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Report of the General Missionary Committee. 
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APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEARS 

1861. 1862, 1863, 1864, Total. 
$88,185 $74,650 $82,250 $136,600 $381,635 
50,850 37,250 36,900 41,000 ~—- 166,000 
11,800 8,550 8,300 10,550 89,200 
200 200 200 200 800 
900 600 600 500 2,600 
5,150 8,600 ~—-8, 200 3,400 15,850 
10,000 10,000 10,000 +—s:10,000 =~ 40,000 
10,000 10,000 10,000 +~=—:10,000»=— 40,000 
8,671 10,000 10,000 10,000 38,671 
ae eee WbVeney eco mmr 
$28,671 $30,000 $87,518 $30,000 $118,671 


RECEIPTS OF MISSIONARY MONEY FOR THE YEARS 


. CONFERENCES. 186L 
Baltimore............ $9,950 98 
Black River.......... 8,529 69 
Californias... 032.005 2,632 58 
Central Ilinois....... 2,282 70 
Central Ohio......... 5,706 64 
Cincinnati ......2.... 12,1388 32 
SD OEVOIE Gs «hid». cicisieta's 8,078 15 
East Baltimore....... 8,593 85 
East Genesee ......-. 3,962 34 
East Maine .......... 1,079 27 
BENTO ora. eis erage, 3 oie 'se 7,036 73 
GeNneseeyn. se cne se esis 1,877 62 
Tilinois .............. 5,455 45 
Indiana)... 1... <2.2ss-\4- 4,114 83 
NOW reacts aes 2-14 1,622 35 
RAMBASS AN a2 24 cee eloese 639 23 
Kentucky ............ 272 21 
Mano) 2 aa,. ns oe oiseiayse 2,062 87 
Michigan ....-....... 2,352 14 
Minnesota ........... 400 69 
Missouri and Arkansas 109 40 
Nebraskaynatrosce') tee ts 
Newark.............- 7,224 46 
New England ........ 9,289 71 
New Hampshire...... 2,095 28 
New Jersey .......... 6,217 97 
New York ........... 12,282 50 
New York Hast ...... 15,312 17 
North Indiana .... « .. 8,184 51 
North Ohio .......... 8,236 65: 
North-west Indiana... 2,930 11 
North-west Wisconsin 119 34 
iO eae PABA CORE 10,255 25 
Oneida eer aioe ainre sin's 8,258 49 
Orerony. bo .cnes cen 695 70 
Philadelphia .:....... 28,847 65 
Pittsburgh ........... 9,916 49 
Providence .......... 4,876 59 
Rock River .......... 4,647 32 
Rocky Mountain ..... Pee ae 
South-easternIndiana. 5,320 62 
Southern Illinois ..... 2,599 08 
UBroy? sie -\--<-'~ ABARAR ASD 9,461 45 
Upper lowa.......... 1,676 40 
Wermont 222 .iedec0 1,550 40 
Western Iowa........ s2..-- 
Western Virginia..... 1,674 50 
West Wisconsin...... 1,202 91 


1362. 


$2,841 79 
3,112 16 
3,023 62 
4,072 75 

11,840 53 
2,734 68 
6,517 56 
3,709 85 

932 99 
5,961 84 
2,619 85 
5,990 52 
2,583 72 
1,220 04 

400 15 

203 73 
2,529 84 
2,841 15 
1,419 12 

35 25 
93 13 
7,060 24 
9,160 91 
2,160 56 
6,239 50 

18,085 45 

13,148 24 
4,574 04 
7,730 78 
2,711 58 

957 19 
8,405 05 
3,693 69 

99,198 52 
9,538 27 
4,605 15 
7,784 28 


6,190 71 
23399 19 
2.439 19 

376 81 
1,316 48 
2147 41 


1863. 


$2,558 78 
3,951 47 
9,210 00 
3,526 46 


7,136 25. 


10,420 36 
8,451 49 
7,512 47 
4,297 65 

890 27 
7,272 65 
3,186 42 
6,185 75 
4,251 42 
1,877 85 

352 00 

257 46 
2,111 74 
8,235 78 
1,186 52 

102 85 
7,869 35 
8,424 06 
2,040 19 
6,343 90 

12,480 99 

13,626 38 
4.511 77 
9,769 95 
4,574 21 

176 82 
9,260 16 
5,268 08 
1,870 25 

25,337 00 

10,588 76 
5,880 50 
7,454 24 
6,192 82 
4,101 00 
6,023 65 
2,365 61 
2,631 77 

520 45 

931 89 
1,773 54 


1864, 


$8,503 18 
5,305 87 
35 00 
7,558 95 
9,802 83 
17,832 82 
8,071 88 
9,926 72 
6,519 18 
1,179 01 
11,193 44 
5,170 96 
12,768 80 
9561 45 
3,745 65 
1,849 79 
929 76 
2,891 90 
5,608 89 
3,036 97 
1136 15 
379 10 
9,684 60 
11,488 32 
2,378 00 
9,074 86 
93,141 04 
17,469 03 
8,107 O1 
12,808 83 
8,141 59 
661 38 
18,429 34 
7,494 24 
1,323 40 
37,030 10 
15,675 58 
6,576 41 
18,892 80 
10,803 35 
7,607 19 
8,088 93 
4,813 00 
4,065 08 
1,840 95 

_ 2,337 08 
2,783 59 


Total. 


$23,854 73 
15,899 19 
4,877 58 
16,391 78 
26,717 97 
52,232 03 
17,331 20 
82,550 60 
18,428 52 
4,080 84 
81,464 18 
12,854 85 
80,400 52 
20,511 42 
7,965 39 
3,241 17 
963 16 
9,595 85 
14,037 91 
6,043 80 
1,383 65 
472 23 
81,288 65 
38,363 00 
8,674 03 
27,876 23 
65,989 98 
59,550 82 
20,827 33 
88,546 21 
18,357 49 
1,214 78 
41,349 80 
19,714 50 
8,889 35 
118,413 27 
45,719 10 
21,438 65 
38,778 59 
27,382 93 
17,812 69 
29,764 74 
11,254 20 
10,686 44 
2,737 71. 
6,259 90 
7,907 45° 
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RECEIPTS OF MISSIONARY MONEY FOR THE YEARS 


A CONFERENCES. 1861, 1862, 1863. 1864. Total. 
Wisconsin .,,.......+ $1,625 02 $3,996 85 $3,68992 $6,098 17 $15,359 96 
Wyoming............ 2,768 60 2,52064 2164744 3,837 56 11274 94 
Legacies....,........- 10,109 97 10,051 44 12,87478 17,641 24 50,677 43 
Assistant Treasurer... 5,000 00 Bere sie DS ET EAHA Ca 5,000 00 
PTMLY TOS 01 si4i « ajend aio) 16,830 59 18,46921 1840164 24,718 38 78,419 77 

Botal Ma bath sf..5 aie) veal tall Pop Iatis a ed ern n aE a $1,219,827 16 


Moses Hitt, for the Committee. 


EDUCATION. 


K, I.—Journal, page 123. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, 


APPOINTED BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1860. 


The Special Commjttee on Education appointed by the last 
General Conference ask leave to present the following report: 

By the action of the last General Conference it was made the 
duty of the committee, , 

Ist. To prepare and present to this General Conference a plan 
for the organization of a permanent Board of Education. 

2d. To correspond with the literary institutions and friends of 
education in the several districts, and, as far as practicable, to col- 
lect and diffuse information upon the general subject of education 
in the Church, and also aid in calling and holding educational con- 
ventions. : 

3d. To prepare for publication at the Book Concern an annual 
educational register, which shall contain the educational statistics 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and such other educational 
matters as may be deemed proper. 

1. After such deliberation as the committee have been able to 
gre the subject, they find themselves unable to fix upon any plan 
or the organization of a permanent Board of Education which they 
deem practicable. Were the educational movement of the Church 
to be commenced de novo, with the experience the Church now 
has, the organization of such a board and the formation of a gen- 
eral system would be comparatively easy. But we are compelled 
to take things as they are. Heretofore the General Conference has 
assumed no control over the literary institutions under the patron- 
age of the Church, nor attempted to regulate the general movement 
by the enactment of any law upon the subject. Its action has been 
confined to encouragement and advice. What of‘ ecclesiastical eon- 
trol has been exercised has been by the Annual Conferences, The 
movement has been conducted with much of energy and zeal, and 
not without a large measure of success; but having been conducted 
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without any established law or uniform plan, and with but little 
concert between the Conferences or the different institutions, that; 
there should be seen in it a want of system and completeness, and 
no little of conflict and disaster, should excite no surprise nor pror 
voke severe animadversion. May not, indeed, the very circum- 
stances which have led to unavoidable defects have contributed 
largely to our eminent success? It has been our cherished boast. 
that our branch of the Church not only had a providential origin, 
but that it has had a providential development. Has Providence 
forsaken us in our educational labors, or have we altogether failed 
in recognizing the true providential indication of duty in this depart- 
ment of Christian effort ? 

The committee are confident that the Annual Conferences would 
not consent to a transfer of the control of the literary: institutions 
under their care to the General Conference, or a board created by 
its appointment; nor are they sure, could this be done, that the 
educational movement of the Church would not be robbed of much 
of its vitality and freedom of action in adapting itself to the peculiar 
wants of the different sections of the country by attempting to 
direct it by a uniform and rigidsystem. Will it not gradually take 
form, and probably the most efficient form, if left to. the guidance 
of that practical wisdom which comes of experience? 

As the committee would recommend that the literary institutions 
be left under the control of the Annual Conferences, so would they 
recommend that educational societies be left under the same. con- 
trol, and for similar reasons. ; 

While, however, the committee would recommend no: radical 
change in the relation of our educational enterprises to the Church, 
they are of opinion that these might be aided by measures which 
they propose to effect by changes in the Discipline, and which will 
be suggested in an appended resolution. 

2. ‘The committee haye corresponded with all the literary institu- 
tions under the patronage of the Church, chiefly in connection with 
the collection of statistics. They have also corresponded to some 
extent with the friends of education in the several districts, but the 
results of this correspondence are not deemed of sufficient import- 
ance to be made a matter of communication to the Conference. 

A general convention of professional teachers and friends of ed- 
ucation in the Church was called by the committee, and held in 
Delaware, Ohio, in connection with a meeting of the committee in 
July, 1863. Though not large, the attendance was respectable. 
Several important matters were discussed; and as the resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted, were placed in the hands of 
the committee, and have reference to action by the General Confer- 
ence, they are submitted as a part of this report. (See paper 
marked A, page 393.) da ee 

A similar convention for the North-west was held soon after at 
Chicago during the session of the National Convention of Teach- 
ers. At this convention, which was of considerable interest, similar 
resolutions to the abovenamed were also passed, 
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The committee have held three meetings, the results of which are 
in part embodied in this report. 

3. In reference to the third duty assigned them the committee 
have been able to accomplish but little. Upon consultation with 
the Book Agents at New York, and others, after having made some 
preparation for the publication of the first number of the proposed 
Annual Register, it was thought advisable, in view of the disturbed 
state of the finances of the country at that time, not to issue a sep- 
arate publication. Full statistical tables were prepared for the 
Almanac, and beyond that nothing has been attempted. 

The statistical tables appended to this report have been made up 
from such responses as have been received in answer to circulars 
sent to the presidents of all the schools under the patronage of the 
Church of which the committee had any knowledge. As some 
failed to respond to the call the tables are necessarily imperfect. 
The committee would recommend that hereafter the educational 
statistics be collected at the Annual Conferences, through the 
agency of the presiding elders.* 

The committee submit for adoption by the Conference the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That the Discipline be amended as follows: Part TI, 
chap. iv, § 1, in sixth answer to question 4, after the words “and 
Sunday-School Books,” insert “to report to the Annual Confer- 
ence the statistics of such literary institutions as may be located 
within his district.” 

2. That there be inserted in the Discipline, in Part IV, an 
additional section, as follows: 


Section II.— Education. 


Question 1. How shall the Church provide for the higher edu- 
cation of her youth? 

Answer 1. It is recommended that each Conference have at least 
one academy or seminary under its direct supervision, and that such 
institutions confine themselves to their legitimate sphere of duties. 

2. It is also recommended that not less than four Conferences 
unite in the support of a college or university ; and the Conferences 
are earnestly advised not to multiply institutions, especially of the 
higher grade, beyond the wants of’ the people, or their ability to 
sustain them. ’ : 

3. All these schools are to a certain extent beneficiary institn- 
tions. The seminary must be furnished with buildings and 
apparatus by the benevolence of the Church. The college must, in 
addition to these, have such endowment as shall yield a regular 
income sufficient to meet the current expenses. And, that our peo- 
ple'may be properly instructed in this matter, it shall be the duty 
of each preacher in charge to preach on the subject of education 
once a year, to diffuse information by the distribution of tracts or 
otherwise, and specially to bring to the attention of our wealthy 


* The statistical tables mentioned in this paragraph were not furnished to the 
secretary, and therefore do not appear “* appended to this report.””—Epiror. ‘ 
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members and friends the duty of making liberal donations and 
bequests to this object. It is also recommended that each Confer- 
ence take up annually a collection to aid the work of education. 

4, It is advised that educational societies for the aid of poor 
young men be established in connection with each of our colleges 
and biblical institutes, or Annual Conferences. - 

As the duties of the committee were specific, they have not felt 
called upon to enter into a more general discussion of the cause of 
education in the Church. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
F. Merricx, Chairman. 
H. M. Jounson, 
M. Raymonp, 
J. M. Rem, 
C. Nurr. 


(A.) 
_ Resolutions passed by the Educational Convention held at Dela- 
ware, Ohio, July, 1863: 
_ 1. That this convention believe it to be proper and necessary that 
the General Conference take some action in regard to our educa- 
tional interests. 

2. That this convention request the Education Committee to 
recommend to the next General Conference to adopt such measures 
as shall result in directing the funds that may accrue from the 
efforts in connection with the ensuing centennial celebration to the 
cause of education in the Church. 

3. That, in the judgment of this convention, our educational 
interests are of sufficient importance to justify and require a central 
agency, to serve asa medium of communication between our liter- 
ary institutions, collect their statistics, embody their. experience, 
and give such aid and advice as may be deemed necessary to 
success. 


K, Il.—Journal, pages 208, 257. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


’ The Committee on Education ask leave to present the following 
report : 

"The literary institutions under the patronage of our Church are 
not the property, nor are they under the control of the General 
Conference. The Conference has, however, for the past thirty 
years or more manifested a deep interest in the cause of educa- 
tion in the Church, and has done what it could, by advice and 
encouragement, to aid in carrying forward this great and noble 
enterprise. And this, we doubt not, it will continue to do with 
increasing zeal. 

. Notwithstanding the terrible war which has raged for the last 
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three years our schools generally are represented as in'a flourish- 
ing condition. Most have indeed been reduced in the number of 
their pupils, though not all; but most, also, have: increased: thei 
endowments and facilities for instruction. Lo 

But while we are permitted to speak of this general prosperity, 
the fact should not be concealed that all of our colleges: and biblical. 
institutes, as well as many academies, are seriously embarrassed for 
the want of adequate funds to give them. their full measure of 
efficiency, It is a mortifying fact that we have not one liberally 
endowed college or university under the: patronage of’ the Church, 
and what little endowment most have has been secured by the sale 
of cheap scholarships, thus, in some instances, cutting off all income 
from tuition. Something must be done to remedy this evil or 
many of these institutions prove a total failure, and all be seriously’ 
crippled in their operations. 

The bishops in their address well remark: “Either we now 
have more educational institutions than are really demanded, or 
than our people are able suitably to sustain, or our men of means 
arg sleeping over an interest the magnitude of which they do not 
appreciate, or are not willing to recognize.” That there has been 
an undue multiplication of schools, especially of colleges and uni- 
yersities, in some parts of the country, we fully believe; and though 
the General Conference cannot by law prevent the evil, we recom- 
mend that it repeat its advice upon the subject, and that it give 
this advice a permanent form in the Book of Discipline. 

While we fear that it is indeed true that many of our men of 
means are sleeping over this great interest, we rejoice that. there 
are others who appreciate its importance, and have given substan- 
tial evidence of this in munificent donations to some of our schools. 
All honor to the noble few! May their number be greatly mul- 
tiplied! We trust that, through its, pastoral address, the Confer- 
ence will send forth an earnest appeal to our men of wealth to 
come forward, and of their abundance liberally endow as many 
of our colleges and other schools as the wants of the Church 
demand. 

Special attention has been given by the committee to the remarks 
of the bishops in reference to the relation of the biblical institutes 
to the Church. These remarks we regard as worthy of serious 
consideration. The General Conference of 1856 indorsed and 
adopted these institutions, subject to guards sufficient to protect 
them from heretical instruction in doctrine or discipline, and from 
recognizing any candidates for the ministry save such as God calls 
thereto. It is indispensable that checks be strongly secured and 
maintained both by Church and civil law. The present legal pro- 
tection over these interests is as follows : 

1. The Institute at Concord, N. H., is controlled by sixty trust- 
ees, all members or ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, 
appointed by eight. patronizing Conferences, and retained at the 
pleasure of said Conferences, which Conferences also annually 
appoint visitors, whose duty is to examine the character of the 
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instruction and the affairs of the school and jointly report thereon. 
Hach member of the faculty is a member of an Annual Conference, 
to which he is responsible for his soundness in doctrine as well as 
correctness of life. The faculty report. annually to each of these 
Conferences. They also report each year to the Board of Bishops. 
Bishop Baker is president elect of the faculty. ‘ 

2. The Institute at Evanston, near Chicago, was endowed with 
valuable property situated in Chicago, held in trust, and subject to 
the management of five trustees, two laymen and three ministers, 
all members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to be appointed 
by the Annual Conference in whose territory the City of ‘Chicago 
and County of Cook is or shall be situated. “At present it is in the 
Rock River Conference. The charter provides for visitors, to be 
appointed each year by any Annual Conference recognizing it, The 
Conference in whose bounds the institute is located is forever held 
responsible to protect the school from instructions contrary to the 
doctrines and discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in 
case of any false teaching in doctrine or discipline, the professors 
are subject to trial and removal by said Conference ; and the trust- 
ees of the institute are held responsible to report annually to said 
Conference the internal condition and all the affairs of the school. 
Bishop Simpson is: president elect of the faculty. 

By act of General Conference in 1856 both these institutes are 
required to report through the bishops quadrennially to the Gen- 

eral Conference. All these requirements have thus far been ful- 
filled by both schools. It is to be noticed that both have one of 
the bishops at the head of their respective faculties. The object 
of this arrangement was not to secure instruction from them, 
except occasional lectures on the spirit of the itinerancy and of its 
general work, but for the professors to receive their special coun- 
sel and guidance, and for the students to feel more closely bound 
to the work for which they are preparing, and the effect. of this 
arrangement has been most happy in securing these ends. 

The bishops, acting in this capacity, have, however, experienced 
some embarrassment from feeling that their position is somewhat 
anomalous, it not having been specially authorized by the General 
Conference. Your comfnittee recommend that this arrangement 
be authorized at the present session of the Conference, and that 
the bishops appoint at least one of their number annually to aet 

. with such president as a Visitorial Committee of their Board in 
examining annually the condition and arrangement of the insti- 
tutes. 

These restrictions, added to those which are imposed by their 
respective charters, will, it is believed by your committee, suf- 
ficiently secure our biblical institutes to the government of the 
General Conference, and command the confidence of the entire 
Church. ; ‘ 

Heretofore no provision has been made for collecting educational 
statistics. Your committee recommend that this be done at. the 
Annual Conferences through the agency of the presiding elders. 
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To present the views contained in this report in a form to be 
-acted on, the committee recommend for adoption the following 
resolutions : 

ON NEW SECTION IN DISCIPLINE. 


Resolved, That there be inserted in the Discipline, in Part IV, an 
additional section, as follows: 


Secrion II.—EpvucaTrion. 


Question. How shall the Church provide for the higher educa- 
tion of her youth ? 

Answer 1. It is recommended that, wherever practicable, each 
Conference have at least one academy or seminary under its direct 
‘supervision, and that such institutions confine themselves to their 
legitimate sphere of duties. 

2. It is also recommended that, as a general thing, not less than 
four Conferences unite in the support of a college or university ; 
and the Conferences are earnestly advised not to multiply schools, 
especially of this higher grade, beyond the wants of the people, or 
their ability to sustain them. 

3. All these schools are, to a certain extent, beneficiary institu- 
tions. The academy must be furnished with buildings and appara- 
‘tus by the benevolence of the Church. The college must, in addi- 
tion to these, have such endowment as shall yield a regular income 
sufficient to meet its current expenses; and that our people may 
be properly instructed in this matter, it shall be the duty of each 
preacher in charge to preach on the subject of education once a 
year, to diffuse information by the distribution of tracts, or other- 
wise, and specially to call the attention of our wealthy members 
and friends to the duty of making liberal donations and bequests 
to this object. It is also recommended that each Conference take 
annually a collection to aid the work of education. 

4. It is advised that educational societies for the aid of poor 
young men be established in cémnection with each of our colleges 
and biblical institutes, or Annual Conferences. 


ON BIBLICAL INSTITUTES. 


1, Resolved, That this General Conference reaffirms the resolu- 
tions passed on the subject of biblical institutes, and of biblical 
departments in connection with our colleges, by the General Con- 
ference of 1856. 

2. That to relate our biblical institutes more intimately to the 
regular itinerant work of the ministry, and to render the supervis- 
ion of the General Conference over them more obvious, it is the 
opinion of this General Conference that the appointment by the 
proper authorities of a bishop to each of our biblical institutes as 
president of the faculty thereof, whose duty shall be to guide and 
advise, and act as the immediate representative of the Board of 


eae and of the General Conference, is both proper and desir 
able. 
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8. That in order further to secure an appropriate supervision 
over the biblical institutes, the bishops appoint one or more of 
their number to act as a Visitorial Committee with the president, 
provided he be one of the bishops, who shall annually examine the 
character of its instruction, condition, and arrangements of these 
institutes, and give such advice and direction in all respects as 
they in their judgment may deem necessary. 


ON STATISTICS. 


Resolved, 1. That the words “to report to the Annual Confer- 
ence the statistics of the literary and biblical institutions located 
within the bounds of his district and under the care of our Church, 
. according to the form published in the Appendix to the Discipline,” 
be inserted in answer 6, question 4, § 1, chap. iv, Part II, page 98 
of the Discipline, after the words, “and Sunday-school Books.” 

2. That the secretaries of the Annual Conferences shall send to 
the Book Agents at New York a copy of the reports furnished by 
the presiding elders. : 

3. That the Book Agents at New York be and are hereby 
instructed to publish in the Appendix to the Discipline the follow- 
ing form for educational statistics, and also the resolution requir- 
ing the secretaries of Conferences to furnish copies of the reports 
to the Book Agents, and the one recommending a day of prayer 
for colleges. 


FORM OF BLANK FOR EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS, 


Name of institution.*’ 
Grade. 
Location. 
. Name and title of president or principal. 
. When founded. 
. Number of instructors. 
. Whole number of students. 
a.) Collegiate. 
b.) Preparatory. 
ec.) Academic. ~ 
. Number of graduates. 
. Number of graduates in the ministry. 
10. Honorary degrees conferred. 
(a.) A.M. 
b.) D. D. 
te LL. D. , 
11. Value of grounds, buildings, and furniture, 
12. Endowment. 
13. Volumes in libraries. 
14, Value of apparatus. 
15. Number of specimens in cabinet. 
16. Income from tuition. 
17. Income from other sources. 


* If the institution is open for both sexes affix a * after the name. 


SIO OR dH 
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18. Indebtedness. 
19. Patronizing Conferences. 
20. Time of commencement, or anniversary exercises. 


ON COLLEGIATE COURSE OF STUDY. 


Resolwed, That the General Conference do hereby earnestly 
recommend that the course of study for graduation to the Bacca- 
laureate degree in our colleges be rendered uniform, and in all 
cases be raised to the grade of the best colleges in our country. 


ON THE OBSERVANCE OF A DAY OF PRAYER. 


Resolved, That we recommend our people to observe the fourth 
Thursday of February of each year as a day of prayer for our col- 
leges and other institutions of learning, and where practicable, in a 
public manner. 

Respectfully submitted, 
- Jasez Brooks, Secretary. F. Merrick, Chairman. 


a 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE METHODIST 
GENERAL BIBLICAL INSTITUTE. 


To THE BisHors anD MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 
TsE Mernopisr EriscopaL CHurcH TO BE HELD IN PHILADEL- 
puta, May, 1864. 


Dear Faruers anp Breturen,—tThe faculty of the Methodist 
General Biblical Institute, Concord, N. H., are happy to report the 
institution in a state of prosperity. The number of students, 
though slightly diminished at the outbreaking of the war by the 
departure of a few of southern proclivities, is now enjoying from 
the loyal states a patronage unsurpassed. Our young brethren 
have as a whole been consistent and earnest in their piety, faithful 
in their studies, and have enjoyed the blessing of God upon their 
ministerial and pastoral labors. We have dwelt together in the 
unity of the Spirit, and-enjoyed the presence and blessing of the 
God of our fathers. 

The trustees in their annual meeting in June, 1862, unanimously 
resolved that the raising of one hundred thousand dollars toward 
the adequate endowment of the institution, and a sum safficient to 
procure suitable‘ buildings for its accommodation, would be an 
appropriate centennial thank-offering to Almighty God for the bless- 
ings that have come to the Church through the agency of Method- 
ism. The seven Annual Conferences patronizing the institute 
unanimously approved of this resolution, and resolved to heartily 
co-operate with the trustees in all appropriate measures for the 
accomplishment of these objects. Accordingly a commission, con- 
sisting of three ministers and three laymen from each patronizing 
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Conference was appointed to act in conjunction, with power to ma- 
ture and carry out plans to secure the proposed sums. ‘These com- 
mittees met in convention in Boston, May 2, 1863, Bishop Baker 
presiding. With surprising unanimity it was resolved that the time 
has fully come when the institution should be liberally endowed 
‘and placed on a broad and generous foundation, and be adapted in 
all respects to the demands of the Church. They believed the 
Church would respond to this call, and rally not only to place the 
institution beyond embarrassment, but to make it the pride and joy 
of our Zion. Nor was their confidence delusive. Two of our 
large-hearted and wealthy brethren, to whose many other princely 
benefactions the Church is indebted, have already responded in 
twenty five thousand dollars each, others in smaller sums; and the 
subscription is in other respects in a state of forwardness. 

With profound gratitude to God for his goodness in the past, we 
commend our cause to his favor and care in the future. 

We earnestly ask, as we shall gladly receive, your godly counsel 
and aid in all matters pertaining to the welfare of our “school of 
the prophets.” D. Patren. 


” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACT CAUSE. 


L, 1.—Journal, page 75. 
REPORT OF THE TRACT SOCIETY. 


To Tae GrNrERAL ConFERENCE oF THE Mernopist Episcopan 
CHURCH, TO BE HELD IN Paitapenputa, May 1, 1864. 


FatHers AND BreTHren,—The operations of the Tract Society 
during the past four years were as follows: 


Its receipts for the year ending December 31, 1860, were........ $2,803 60 
“66 6 66 bo bb 1861, bc wee eras 4,042 43 
ut Mi ie ol i VOC DT toes se 4,756 82 
a“ a“ at w“ a TeGg ih Te 8,718 25 
‘Potal receipts for the four years...e.. eee ce eee e eee wees . » ($20,321 10 


These amounts do not include the sums received and expended 
by the conference auxiliaries. ‘The General Minutes show that the 
entire sum contributed by the Church for tract purposes during the 
four years was $55,512, considerably more than a moiety of which 
“was expended under the direction of the conference societies. 


he expenditures of the society for 1860 were............e0.00 $5,776 32 
B ad a Ne we es 1S ROR SE eROR Ee MO RON OG C 4,049 22 
wid a 4; ue MBGR! Men 5 4 a Gi) ealle. 6 su hehe Stt 4,691 24 

ty 3 i OE agi LO. 2 Aad 8,718 25 


Potal..... ub With isiowircad Sacalh dower Publ a MEME $23,235 03 
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Of this sum, nearly $4,500 was expended in the purchase of 
tracts and “Good News” for our soldiers and sailors. 
In the department of publication it appears that the circulation 
of the “ Good News” is 85,000, an increase of 35,000 in the four 
ears. vii 
i That thirty-five new tracts have been added to the list, besides 
twenty-four handbill tracts, and thirty-two leaflets for letters. 


That the number of pages of tracts printed was...........0ee. 20,321,250 
Pages of tracts contained in the “Good News’’.........-s+e+0+ 80,330,120 
Total number of pages of tracts printed...........-.+e00+ 100,651,370 


Considering the restrictions on the action of the Society, and the 
disturbed state of the country, the above showing, if not entirely 
satisfactory, is not without its encouraging aspects. Over one 
hundred millions of pages of evangelical reading cannot have been 
circulated in vain. ; 

In behalf of the Board of Managers, * 

Daniet Wisz, Cor. Sec. 


4 oar 
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REPORT: AND MEMORIAL OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
UNION. 


To THe GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Mernopist Episcoran 
CHURCH, TO BE HELD AT PuitapELpuia, May 1, 1864. 


Faruers AND BRETHREN,—We respectfully submit the following 
report of our operations during the last four years: 
1. The amounts contributed to our treasury are as follows: 





MOUNT Tecelyed sin LS b0. ns nuysiccle eis sie seis arenes $12,007 32 
Us a dL SGU 1. oeeleraipisiaiets’ abe tictausiece eels 11,214 64 

st s PEBEIZ 1 che ic. chet rciees, chaos, octet Re nenene che 9,595 89 

sf a 1863.6;< chysfevexns lem abl aysiaeysrrenpaitoeiead 12,978 48 
MEI TGR AONE VEAKES GRATE a cae ocr ce teak eran ame re $45,796 33 

2. Our disbursements during the same period were as follows: 

Amount disbursed in 1860..........s0eseeeeeeeeeees $12,412 60_ 
Us MY ESO leirs rc bis.cteeislahes Mectotaate aide 9,373 81 

ee os HSG2i7., Siofeva ols eiabenelaeleeicteralel sec ahe 10,394 03 

Os TSGS svete clare, sieve, shame syarn erers ope eeere 11,108 78 
Total disbursement for four years.................. $43,289 22 


3. The progress of our Sunday-school work for the four years 
past is shown by the following table: 


; Schools, ~ Offic's & Teach’s, Scholars. 
The returns of 1859 gave...... 12,809 140,527 747,148 
4 6 USGS Sestialie desde. 13,088 148,582 841,706 











Increase for four years...... 279 8,055 | 94,558 
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4. The conversions reported during the four years amounted to 
70,076. 
5. The returns of the Publication Department are as follows: 


New works added to our bound volume lists........ 168 
New children’s tracts and paper-covered books...... 129 
AVC TRUESS E24 & RRO ae oe Semen ANE aT OY 297 
The total number of Sunday-school books bound was 2,193,422 
Sunday-school tracts and books in paper covers..... 2,595,941 
Donal ER rt. Arran IER PIO8 2 Jo. era 4,789,363 


The number of 18mo. pages of books printed was ... 336,631,250 
Number of 18mo. pages contained in the Sunday- _ aie 
BEMOOLPAVERK Odom ok oe Lt, ee UD, 1,327,568,000 








abr nore Meee Me ves vec See 1,664,199, 250 


6. The Periodical Department shows that the maximum circula- 
tion of the “Sunday-School Advocate” in 1863 was 243,000. In 
1859 its maximum circulation was 208,000, showing an increase of 
35,000, 

The circulation of the Teachers’ Journal is 14,000. We deepl 
regret that this paper has not met with the success that we antici- 
pated when it was started four years ago. The peculiar condition 
of the nation has doubtless rendered it unusually difficult to estab- 
lish a new paper of this class. We respectfully request your ven- 
erable body to order its continuance, and to give it the influence 
of your approval. 

7. A review of the above returns, taken in connection with the 
state of the country, affords us great encouragement. To have 
maintained the status of the department through the dark days of 
the past three years would have been to do well. Our cause has 
done better—it has made progress. To God be glory! 

8. In the performance of our work we often receive solicitations 
for aid to Sabbath-schools from charitable and reformatory institu- 
tions, from associations for the benefit of freedmen, from various 
Churches of Colored Methodists, and from other parties in sympa- 
thy with our Church, but not in connection with it. These solicita- 
tions we are compelled to deny, often unwillingly, because our con- 
stitution limits us to the assistance of schools “in connection with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church.” It seems desirable to us that 
this restriction should be modified ; we therefore request your ven- 
erable body to recommend the Sunday-School Union to amend the 
second article of its Constitution by inserting after the phrase “in 
connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church,” the following 
words, to wit: “and in such other spheres of Christian labor as in 
the judgment of the Board of Managers may have claims upon its 
charity.” The article, when so amended, will read as follows: 

“The object of this Society shall be to promote the cause of Sab- 
bath-schools in connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

26 
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and in such other spheres of Christian labor as in the judgment of 
the Board of Managers may have claims upon its charity, and thus, 
by a careful religious training of those who may be brought within 
its influence, seek and promote the glory of God and the happiness 
of mankind.” . 
In behalf of the Board of Managers, 
Danret Wise, Cor. Sec. 


L, I11.—Journal, page 142. 


REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS AND THE TRACT CAUSE. 


The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts have had under 
consideration the report of the Board of Managers of the Sunday- 
School Union, and beg leave to report the following resolutions, to 
wit: 

1. Resolved, That we have great cause for devout gratitude to 
Almighty God for the signal success and healthy outgrowth of the 
Sunday-school cause during the past four years, under the fostering 
care of the Church, and the vigilant and faithful supervision of Dr. 
Wise, our Corresponding Secretary. 

2. Resolved, That we hail with joy the pleasing intelligence that 
the returns of 1863 show the number of schools in the Church to be 
13,0883 officers and teachers, 148,582 5 scholars, 844,706; conver- 
sions during the term, 70,000; making an increase of 279 schools, 
8,055 officers and teachers, and 94,588 scholars; which, with an 
addition of 168 bound volumes, and 129 paper-covered books and 
tracts to our ¢atalogue, affords the highest encouragement to con- 
tinued effort in this noble cause. 

3. Resolved, That we cordially recommend the Sunday-School 
Teachers’ Journal to the largest patronage of all our people, 
believing that it is eminently calculated to assist teachers in their 
difficult work. 

4. Resolved, That we recommend to the Sunday-School Union to 
amend the second article of its Constitution so that it shall read: 

“The object of this Society shall be to promote the cause of 
Sabbath-schools in connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and in such other spheres of Christian labor as in the judgment of 
the Board of Managers may have claims upon its charity ; and 
thus, by a careful training of those who may he under its influence, 
seek to promote the glory of God and the happiness of mankind.” 

J. Porter, Chairman. 
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REPORT NO. II OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY. 
SCHOOLS AND THE TRACT CAUSE. 


I. The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts have carefully 
considered the question of a new rule of Discipline, requiring 
preachers to preach once in three months to children, and beg 
leave to report, that while they fully believe in the utility of fre- 
quent sermons to children, they hardly deem it advisable to alter 
the Discipline as proposed, and would respectfully suggest to 
preachers to recognize the wants and capacities of children more 
fully in their ordinary discourses. - 


II. The committee have also considered the propriety of adding 
a ‘department to the Sunday-School Advocate more especially 
adapted to youth and larger scholars, and report against it. It 
has no room to spare for this purpose, and the Teachers’ Journal 
is admirably calculated to meet the want contemplated by the 
proposition, as well as to benefit teachers. They believe that a 
special effort should be made by all the pastors to extend the 
Journal among this class of scholars. 


III. The committee have also examined the report of the Board 
of Managers of the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
, Church, and have to say that while there is much cause for devout 
thanksgiving to Almighty God in the records of the operations of 
the Tract Society for the past four years, they can but feel that 
our efforts in this noble field of Christian labor are wholly inade- 
quate alike to the exigencies of the times and to the abilities of 
the Church. The quadrennial report of the Board of Managers 
shows that the receipts of the Society for the past four years 
amount to $20,321, being an increase of $2,914 over the receipts 
of the corresponding period preceding the last report. It should 
be remembered also in this connection, that while the, aggregate 
collections have been increased, the expenses have been largely 
diminished by the discontinuance of the office of Corresponding 
Secretary of the Tract Society, as well as of a number of Confer- 
ence Tract Agents and Colporteurs, who had been employed in the . 
period preceding the General Conference of 1860. ; 

Another fact also should not be overlooked in this connection, 
namely, that in addition to the $20,321 reported, more than 
$34,191 have been raised and expended by Conference and local 
auxiliaries, as -appears from the general Minutes, which do not 
enter into the general report. Moreover, large contributions have 
been made by our Churches and people in view of the pressing calls 
growing out of the war through other channels, for which neither 
the Society nor the Church has received any credit. 
'- The circulation of Good News has reached. 85,000 copies, an 
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increase of 35,000 over the preceding quadrennial; but the fact 
should not be lost sight of that this increase is almost entirely 
owing to the demand for army distribution, and will cease with 
the war, unless special efforts are made to extend its circulation in 
the home fields. 

In view of these facts, the committee offer the following resolu- 
tions for adoption, to wit: 

Resolved, 1. That a more energetic, vigorous, and persevering 
prosecution of the Tract enterprise is indispensable to the growth 
and efficiency of the Church. 

Resolved, 2. That it is the duty of every pastor to take up a regu- 
lar annual Tract collection in every congregation in his charge. 

Resolved, 3. That all moneys raised for Tract purposes in our con- 
gregations, whether for home or army distribution, should be 
reported to and expended in accordance with the regulations of 
our own Tract Society. 


IV. The committee recommend that the Discipline be altered, 
Part II, § 4, page 55, in relation to the business of the Quar- 
terly Conference, by adding another item, as follows, after the fifth 
item : 

“To appoint a Tract Committee, as provided for in Part IV, 
§ 3, item 1, page 214.” 

_ Also by adding to the third section, Part IV, page 214, another 
item, as follows: 

“3. It shall be the duty of each presiding elder to bring the 
Tract cause before the first Quarterly Meeting Conference of each 
year in each circuit and station within his district, and said Con- 
ference shall appoint a committee, whose duty it shall be to devise 
and execute plans for local tract circulation.” 

J. Porrer, Chairman. 


—__ + > 
L, V.—Journal, pages 190, 261. 


REPORT NO. III OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS AND THE TRACT CAUSE. 


The Committee on Sunday-Schools and the Tract Cause recom- 
mend the following changes in the Discipline, namely : 

1. To so amend Part IT, chap. i, item 7, page 55, as to add 
after the word “Church” the words “the first male superintend- 
ents of our Sunday-schools shall be members of our Church, and 
approved by the Quarterly Conference of the charge; and said 
Quarterly Conference shall have the right to inquire into the con- 
duct of each school or society in the bounds of the circuit or sta- 
tion, and to remove any superintendent who may prove to be 
unworthy or inefficient,” so that the whole paragraph shall read as 
follows, namely: : 

“4, (a) Each Quarterly Conference shall have supervision of all 
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the Sunday-schools and Sunday-school societies within its bounds, 
which schools and societies shall be auxiliary to the Sunday-School 
Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

“The first male superintendents of our Sunday-schools shall be 
members of our Church, and approved by the Quarterly Confer- 
ence of the charge; and said Quarterly Conference shall have the 
right to inquire into the condition of each school or society in the 
bounds of the circuit or station, and to remove any superintendent 
who may prove to be unworthy or inefficient. i 

“(b) It shall be the duty of each Quarterly Conference at the 
first Quarterly meeting of each year to appoint a committee of not 
less than three nor more than nine, who shall be members of our 
Church, to be called the Committee on Sunday-Schools, of which 
the preacher in charge shall be the chairman.” (See page 205.) 

2. To so amend Part II, chap. i, question 3, page 57, as to add 
these references: “Page 87, item 19, and page 206, item 4.” 

‘And also amend Part II, chap. i,-question 4, page 57, so as to 
make the question read, “Question 4. Who shall constitute the 
Sunday-School Committee?” (See page 205.) 

3. To amend Part II, chap. ii, § 12, item 19, page 87, by 
strikiag out the words “as far as practicable” in said section in 
third line of said item, and also by striking out the word “and” 
in the fourth line of said item 19, and by inserting after the 
word “‘state” the words “average attendance,” go that the whole 
paragraph shall read thus: “19. To lay before the Quarterly Con- 
ference at each quarterly meeting, to be entered on its journal, a 
written statement of the number, state, and average attendance of 
the Sunday-schools in the cireuit or station, and report the same to 
the Annual Conference, according to the form published by the 
Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, together 
with the amount raised for the support of missions and for the 
publication of Bibles and tracts.” (See page 206, item 4.) 


4. To so amend Part IV, § 1, page 205, as to make the sec-’ 


tion read: 
PART Iv. 
BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Sunday-Schools and the Instruction of Children. 


Ques. 1. What shall we do fer the moral and religious instruc 
tion of our children ? h . 

Ans. 1. It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder to bring the 
subject of Sunday-schools before the First Quarterly Conference of 
each year, and said Quarterly Conference shall proceed to appoint 
a committee of not less than three nor more than nine, to be ealled 
the Committee on Sunday-Schools, of which the preacher in charge 
shall be the chairman, whose duty it shall be to aid the preacher 
in charge and the officers of the Sunday-schools in procuring suita- 
ble teachers, in promoting in all proper ways the attendance of 
children on our Sunday-schools and on our regular public worship, 


2 
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and in raising money to meet the expenses of the Sunday-schools 
of the charge. , ‘ 

It shall be the duty of the preacher in charge, aided by the 
superintendent and the Committee on Sunday-Schools, to decide as 
to what books shall be used in our Sunday-schools. (See page 55.) 

2. It shall be the special duty of the preachers having charge of 
circuits or stations, with the aid of the other preachers and the 
Committee on Sunday-Schools, to form Sunday-schools in all our 
congregations where ten children can be collected for that pur- 


‘pose; and to engage the co-operation of as many of our members 


as they can, and to visit the schools as often as practicable; to 
preach on the subject of Sunday-schools and religious instruction 
in each congregation at least once in six months; and to form 
Bible-classes wherever they can for the instruction of youths and 
adults; and where they cannot superintend them personally, to see 
that suitable teachers are provided for that purpose. 

3. It shall be the duty of -our preachers to enforce faithfully 
upon parents and Sunday-school teachers the great importance of 
instructing children in the doctrine and duties of our holy religion, 
to see that our catechisms be used as extensively as possible in our 
Sunday-schools and families, to preach to the children, and pub- 
licly catechize them in the Sunday-schools and at public meetings 
appointed for that purpose. 

4, It shall be the duty of every preacher in his pastoral visits to 
pay special attention to the children, to speak to them personally 
and kindly on the subject of experimental and practical godliness, 
according to their capacity, pray earnestly for them, and diligently 
instruct and exhort all parents to dedicate their children to the 
Lord in baptism as early as convenient. (See pages 23, 33, and 86.) 

5. Each preacher in charge shall lay before the Quarterly Con- 
ference, to be entered on its journal, the number, state, and average 
attendance of the Sunday-schools and Bible-classes in his charge, 


‘(page 87,) and the extent to which he has preached to the children 


and catechized them, and make the required report on Sunday- 
schools to his Annual Conference. 


4. That the Discipline be amended, Part I, chap. iii, § 1, item 3, 
page 93, by striking out of said item all appertaining to the 
appointment of Sunday-school agent, commencing with “he shall 
have authority,” in the ninth line, and closing with the words 
‘‘Sabbath-schools,” in the fourteenth line from the top. 


5. That a section be added to Part IV, comprising a suitable and 
concise Constitution for the use of our Sunday-school societies. 

Your committee would recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution : ; 

Resolved, That it is the duty of each preacher in charge, aided 
by the other preachers and the Sunday-School Committee, to see 
that our Sunday-schools be continued through the winter as well 
as other seasons of the year. 


Respecttully submitted, J. Porter, Chairman. + 
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LAY DELEGATION. 


M, I.—Journal, page 176, 
ADDRESS OF THE LAYMEN’S CONVENTION. 


To THe GENERAL CoNFERENCE OF THE Meruopist EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 


Fatuers and Breraren,—The laymen of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church accepted with gratitude the resolution adopted in 
the General Conference of 1860, declaring the assent of that 
body to the principle of lay representation, and its willingness to 
admit lay delegates as associate members. The language of the 
pastoral address, in which it was said, “ The discussion of the 
question led us to approve the principle of lay delegation in the 
General Conference,” was hailed as the expression of a conciliatory 
spirit, and the recognition of the scriptural right of the laity to par- 
ticipate in the general administration of the Church. The refer- 
ence of the question to the vote of the male members was not, 
however, asked by us, nor did we ourselves regard it as expedient. 
There were in our minds serious objections to such a process of 
legislation, and these, with our observations upon the vote as 
taken, we beg leave to present to your consideration. . 

1. A popular vote upon any question of connectional interest is 
without precedent in the history of American Methodism. The 
facilities for adequately employing this method of ascertaining the 
popular judgment do not as yet exist. Whether the vote should 
e properly taken depended solely upon the fidelity and care of 
the pastors. In our opinion the preachers should have been re- 
quired to notify the people by reading the resolutions of the Gen-° 
eral Conference, and the passage of the pastoral address which 
touches upon lay delegation from their pulpits, and not by verbal 
statement; and the General Conference papers should have been 
directed to publish the same resolutions conspicuously a certain num- 
ber of times during the period appointed for the taking of the vote. 

2. In point of fact the vote was very imperfectly, and in some 
churches irregularly taken. In some instances preachers neg- 
lected or wholly refused to present the subject to their congrega- 
tions} in other cases that have come to our knowledge the people 
were requested to give their judgment upon the admission of lay- 
men to the Annual Conferences as well as the General Conference, 
thus having before them a question totally different from that 
which was by your order presented to their consideration. We 
nave evidence of circuits where, by the ruling of the presiding 
elder, but one time and place were permitted for the voting of all 
the Churches therein. We take these to be but samples, and we 
have a painful impression that in hundreds of the churches the 
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people were very imperfectly advised of the duty laid upon them 
by the General Conference. No other result could therefore be 
expected than a comparatively small vote, which cannot be said 
fully to reflect the opinion of our laity. 

3. The breaking out of the war which is now raging has with- 
drawn the attention of our members from this subject, and ren- 
dered its proper consideration difficult, if not impossible. It is not 
easy for the people to fix their thoughts upon changes of ecclesi- 
astical polity during a period when the whole fabric of society is 
rocked to its foundations. They must first save the state before 
they can, with sufficient concentration of purpose, address them- 
selves to the-work of improving the organization of the Church. 
Yet, despite these disadvantages, the vote, as summed up, shows a 
degree of favor for lay representation which induces us to believe 
that had the subject been presented to the people under more 
favorable circumstances it would have received their unqualified 
approval. 

In the Conferences situated east of the Alleghany Mountains, em- 
bracing the New England states, the central states, and the eastern 
border states, making nineteen conferences in all, the sum total of 
the votes cast gives a majority of over one thousand for lay delega- 
tion. These are the original seats of Methodism. In these regions 
our Church had its early home, and in them first grew to vigor and 
power. They are Conferences whose lay members may be taken 
to represent the most advanced consciousness of the wants of 

ethodism. The people in this important part of the territory of 
Methodism having spoken thus emphatically for the admission of 
laymen into the General Conference, we feel warranted in urging 
the subject afresh upon your consideration. We speak for more 
than ourselves. We speak for the Methodism of the oldest confer- 
ences of our connection, and for a respectable minority of the laity 
within the newer conferences of the West. 

It cannot have escaped the attention of the General Conference 
that the conviction of the utility and propriety of lay representa- 
tion is, among both our ministers and members, a growing one; 
that it prevails especially among those laymen who have contrib- 
uted most freely by their labors, and the dedication of their time 
and means to the advancement of Methodism, and that this change 
of our form of government is sought by them in no factions spirit. 
We are all of us lovers of Methodism; its growth and prosperity 
are our chief joy. Its life has been so associated with our life that 
we cannot conceive of ourselves as being separated from its destiny. 
Our Church in the order of Providence has an important part to 
perform in the moral culture of the American people, yet we do not 
see how it ean find that acceptance with the people which we desire 
for it, and retain its hold upon them, if it shall be decided that, in 
its form of government, it is to be so far unlike the Protestantism 
of the whole world as to remain permanently under the soe. gov- 
ernment of the clergy. With the habits of American Christians, 
as they are habits acquired under the forms of a free political com 
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monwealth, it is not likely that they will regard with abiding 
favor a Church purely hierarchical in its structure. 

To resist the claim of the laity to participate in the gencral 
administration of the Church is, as it seems to us, a resistance of 
the whole tendency of the Christian life in this our age. In all the 
Protestant Churches of the world—unless our own be the sole 
exception—a more perfect association of the ministry with the 
laity in the administration of the interests of the kingdom of 
Christ is forming. This fact is one of the salient features of the 
Church history of our times. We need not do more, fathers and 
brethren, than refresh your recollection of facts upon this point. 
In the Church of England the revival of the “convoeation” (which 
is an effort to secure more perfectly the privilege of self-government) 
is accompanied by a movement to secure therein a direct repre- 
sentation of the laity. In this movement all parties of the national 
establishment concur. The world has recently seen the illustrious 
and venerable Guizot come forward, as an elder of the Reformed 
Protestant Church of France, in the defense of evangelical religion 
against the assaults of rationalism. 

Standing among the associated pastors of his Church, he has 
uttered words which we commend to the consideration of an 
American Methodist General Conference, “It is one of the essen- 
tial facts,” says this distinguished Protestant statesman, “one of 
the great results of the Retormation of the sixteenth century, that 
it did not leave the relégious society under the exclusive empire of 
the ecclesiastical society. Jt gave to the laity, to the faithful, a 
part in the governnent of the Church by the side of the clergy. 
The authority resides in the bodies, in which the clergy and the 
laity sit, deliberate, und decide together. Let us beware of allow- 
ing this great characteristic of our Church to be altered; faith and 
liberty would equally suffer from it.” 

May we not, under such high sanction, say to a Methodist Gen- 
eral Conference: Let us beware of allowing this great character- 
istic of the Church of Christ to remain unrecognized as it is at 
present with us; for if we do, faith and liberty will equally suffer. 
Such is our conviction of the importance of the association of the 
laity with the ministry in the administration of Christ’s Church, 
that, in our judgment, it would be wise in our ministers to urge 
upon the laymen the acceptance of a larger share of the responsi- 
bilities, which are now borne by the ministry alone, : 

But we are told that the Methodist system is peculiar, unique, 
and will not safely admit a sharing of the responsibilities of a Gen- 
eral Conference between the ministry and the laity. We answer 
that the admission of laymen to the General Conference will not 
interfere with any essential peculiarity of Methodism. The admin- 
istration will still remain in the hands that hold it now. Bishops 
will still appoint preachers to their stations ; itinerant ministers and 
itinerant presiding elders will still revolve in their fixed orbits as 
they have revolved heretofore. The composition of the General 
Conference will be modified, but we are bold to say that the laity 
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will be found as staunch in their adherence to all the essentials of 
Methodism as the ministry. The experience of this General Con- 
ference proves that the passion for innovation is already strongly 
developed in our preachers. The laity hear with some apprehen- 
sion proposals for changes of our economy which, if adopted, 
would make Methodism something different from what it has been 
and now is. The experience of all ecclesiastical bodies in which 
laymen are members is, that the laity are more prone to resist than 
to encourage innovation, and that they consent with reluctance to 
the removal of old landmarks. This will, in our opinion, prove to 
be the experience of the Methodist Episcopal Church when laymen 
are admitted into its General Conference. 

There is another consideration to which we attach much import- 
ance. The proposal is, on our part, an offer that the ministry shall 
take into more perfect association with them all the resources of 
the Church. It is substantially an offer of partnership. So long 
as the General Conference is a purely clerical body, it cannot act 
with sufficient decision in founding and conserving the great char- 
itable endowments which are, in our day, a part of the working: 
force of an earnest Christianity. The Conference can now reach, 
in an imperfect way only, the resources of Methodism. ‘The bear- 
ing of this fact upon the approaching commemoration of the Cen- 
tenary of American Methodism you will, fathers and brethren, 
readily perceive. As now constituted, the Conference cannot com- 
mand the resources of the Church as it would be able to do were 
the laity to be united with the ministry in the expression of its 
supreme legislative will. On many subjects it must be content to 
recommend ; but composed of both orders, it would speak with 
their joint authority ; laymen would feel the binding force of diree- 
tions in the adoption of which their own representatives had con- 
curred ; and the authority of the General Conference would be far 
greater than now, great as it now is. i 

We are met, however, with the declaration, that the ministers 
have managed the Church well, and that we should “let well 
enough alone.” With such rare devotion and self-sacrifice as 
characterized our Methodist fathers almost any system would 
have worked well. The high-toned piety of the early preachers, 
and the earnest love for the Church cherished by their successors, 
have prevented thus far a full development of the evils of a purely 
clerical system of government. But prudence suggests that every 
system should be provided with the checks and balances which are 
requisite to secure stability. And we should give heed to the 
teachings of Church history, which-has demonstrated the fact, that 
a government of the clergy alone develops in time the most fearful 
evils—evils which, when they have become inveterate, are well 
nigh incurable. And we should never forget that the great refor- 
mation was just as much a reform of the polity of the Church, by the 
distribution of its powers between the clergy and laity, as it was a 
revival of the Christian life. American Methodism should here, as 
well as elsewhere, follow the great lines of Protestant development. 
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But are we doing well enough now? Let our failure to keep pace 
with the growth of our large cities and towns answer. Witness 
again the numbers of youth who, nourished in the lap of Methodism, 
yet if they embrace religion at all so often join other communions 
where the lay element is more influential. Are our literary insti- 
tutions adequately endowed? Where are our munificent founda- 
tions for the education of the ministry? These and others are grave 
‘problems, the solution of which will be found to involve the iden- 
tical failure to which we have been adverting, to place the laity in 
proper relations to these chief interests of the Church. 

We are gratified to find, fathers and brethren, that in urging 
our claim we-are occupying the doctrinal ground of the greatest 
teachers of Methodism. The prince of Methodist theologians, 
Richard Watson, whose “Institutes” you have made a ministerial 
text-book, distinctly asserts that those regulations, which are sub- 
sidiary to the great end of the Church’s commission, are intended, 
in Christ’s plan, to rest upon the mutual concurrence of the minis- 
try and the people. Suffer us, at this-point, to quote a brief pas- 
sage from his statement of the doctrine of the Church: “The con- 
sent of the people,” he observes, “to all such regulations, either 
tacitly, by the adoption of them, or more expressly through any 
regular meetings of different officers who may be regarded as ac- 
quainted with and representing the sentiments of the whole, as 
also by the approval of those aged, wise, and, from different causes, 
influential persons, who are to be found in all societies, is necessary 
to confidence and harmony, and a proper security for good and 
orderly government.” 

The opinions of this eminent theologian are the more entitled to 
your consideration from the fact that he was, through life, an 
opponent of the extreme democratic theory of ecclesiastical govern- 
ment. Yet he fully concedes that the consent of the people through 
their representatives is essential to the right ordering of the Church. 
We stand then firmly on Methodist ground; we stand on Protest- 
‘ant ground; we stand on the sure ground of Scripture. What we 
seek is in harmony with the New Testament, accords with primi- 
tive usage, and is the distinctive mark of Protestant Christianity. 
Lay representation in the General Conference once accomplished, 
the laity and the ministry will be more firmly bound to each other ; 
the tie that unites them will be indissoluble. The Church will then 
have given to the Christian world a new guaranty of its perpetuity. 
American Methodism has, in our judgment, acquired the maturity 
which makes the union of the laity with the ministry, in its general 
government, both wise, safe, and necessary. : 

We leave it to you, fathers and brethren, to note the signs of 
the times, confident that in your mature deliberation this important 
and growing want of Methodism will receive from you the atten- 
tion which the magnitude of the question demands. With sincere 
respect and affection, in behalf of the Laymen’s Convention, 

James Strone, Secretary. Tuos. Kner, President. 

PHILADELPHIA, May 18th, 1864. 
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. The following resolution accompanies the address, and was pre- 
sented at the same time: 

Resolved, That we respectfully ask the General Conference so to 
alter the organic law of our Church that the male members of the 
several charges over the age of twenty-one years may choose repre- 
sentatives, to meet in convention within the bounds of their respect- 
ive Conferences and elect delegates to the General Conference, 
and that the General Conference prescribe the mode of such elec- 
tions, and fix the ratio of such representation. 

We hereby certify that the above is a correct copy of a resolu- 
tion adopted at the Laymen’s Convention of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, held in Philadelphia, May, 1864. 

James Srrone, Secretary. Tuos. Knem, President. 


SSS te ae eS 


M, I1.—Journal, pages 209, 255. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LAY DELEGATION. 


The Committee on Lay Delegation have had under consideration 
the papers referred to them, namely, the Address of the Bishops, 
the address and resolution of the Laymen’s Convention, the resolu- 
tions of various Annual and Quarterly Conferences, and sundry peti- 
tions, some in favor of lay delegation, others against it; a third elass 
asking that the subject be submitted again to a popular vote, and 
a fourth protesting against such re-submitting of the question. 
Your committee have also been favored with the views and argu- 
ments of the Committee of the Lay Convention, which, they are 
happy to say, were uttered in the most kind and loyal spirit. 
After a careful consideration of the question in all its bearings, they 
submit the following preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas the General Conference, at its last session, declared its 
approval of the introduction of lay delegation into this body when 
it shall be ascertained that the Church desires it; provided for sub- 
mitting the question to the male members over twenty-one years 
of age, in full connection, in all our charges ; instructed the bishops 
to lay the question before the Annual Conferences at their session 
in the year 1862, and requested them to report to this body the 
results of these several votes; and whereas the bishops reported 
‘the vote as follows, namely, ‘Of the ministers there were 1,338 
votes for, 3,069 against; of the male members, 28,884 for, 47,855 
against; showing a majority against lay representation in the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1,731 ministers and 18,971 male members;” 
therefore, , 

1. Resolved, That while we reaffirm our approval of lay repre- 
sentation in the General Conference whenever it shall be ascertained 
that the Church desires it, we see no such declaration of the popular 
will as to justify us in taking advanced action in relation to it. 
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2. Resolved, That we are at all tithes ready to receive petitions 
and memorials from our people on this subject, atid to consider 
them most respectfully. 

Respectfully submitted, K. Toomson, Chairman. 

Epwarp G. Anprews, Secretary. 

PHILADELPHIA, May 23, 1864. 


ot 28 
REVISALS. 
N, !.—Journal, pages 125, 200. 
REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISALS. 


; The Committee on Revisals beg leave to report in part, as fol- 
ows: 

Irem I.—Your committee recommend that the Discipline, Part IT, 
chap. ii, § 11, quest. 1, page 82, be amended by adding after the 
words “‘ Wesleyan Connection in Europe and Canada,” the words 
“or from the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada ;” and in the 
answer to said question, after the words “ British, Lrish, or Can- 
ada Conference,” the words “or the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Canada,” so that the question and answer will read as follows: 

Question 1. In what manner shall we receive those ministers 
who may come to us from the Wesleyan Connection in Europe and 
Canada, or from the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada ? 

Answer 1. If they come to us properly accredited from either the 
British, Irish, or Canada Conference, or from the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Canada, they may be received according to such 
credentials, provided they give satisfaction to an Annual Confer- 
enée of their willingness to conform to our Church government and 
usages. 

Trem I1.—Your committee also recommend that the Discipline, 
Part II, chap. i, § 4, and answer to question 1, be amended by 
striking out the word “and” before the words “ class-leaders ;” 
and also by inserting the words “and trustees” after the words 
“ class-leaders ;” and also by inserting the words “ churches in the” 
before the word “circuit ;” and also by inserting the word “all” 
before the words “being members,” so that the whole question and 
answer shall read as follows: 

Question 1. Of whom shall the Quarterly Conferences be com- 

"posed ? 

Answer. Of all the traveling and local preachers, exhorters, 
stewards, class-leaders, and trustees of the Churches in the circuit 
or station, and the first male superintendents of our Sunday-schools, 
said trustees and superintendents being members of our Church 
and approved by the Quarterly Conference. The Missionary Com- 
mittee shall have a right to a seat during the action of the confer- 
ence on the subject of missions, but at no other time. 
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Irem III.—Your committee recommend that the paragraph 
marked “N. B.,” and attached to ans. 3, ques. 2, chap. vi, page 112 
in the Discipline be amended so as to read: : 

‘““N. B.— Whenever a preacher on trial shall be appointed by a 
bishop to a mission, or a chaplaincy in the army or navy, or in hos- 
pitals or prisons, he may, if elected by an Annual Conference, with 
the approbation of a bishop, be ordained by him before his proba- 
tion ends.” 

Irem IV.—Your committee recommend that ans. 2, ques. 3, § 3, 
chap. i, Part I, commencing on page 34 of the Discipline, be stricken 
out, and the following answer be inserted in its place, namely : 

Answer 2. At the age of ten years (or earlier) the preacher in 
charge shall organize the baptized children of the Church into 
classes, and appoint suitable leaders, (male or female,) whose duty it 
shall be to meet them in class once a week and instruct them in the 
nature, design, and obligations of baptism, and the truths of relig- 
ion necessary to make them “ wise unto salvation ;” urge them to 
“ give regular attendance upon the means of grace ;” advise, exhort, 
and encourage them to an immediate consecration of their hearts 
and lives to God; and inquire into the state of their religious ex- 
perience; provided, that children unbaptized are not to be excluded 
from these classes. . 

Irem V.—Your committee recommend the striking out of the 
word “shall” from the sixth line of ans. 3, ques. 3, § 3, chap. i, 

‘Part I, and page 35 of the Discipline, and inserting in its place the 
words ‘‘may, with their assent,” so that the first part of that answer 
will read as follows: 

“Answer 3. Whenever they shall have attained an age sufficient 
to understand the obligations of religion, and shall give evidence of 
a desire to flee from the wrath to come and to be saved from their 
sins, their names may, with their assent, be enrolled on the list of 
probationers.” 

Respectfully submitted, 


D. W. Crarx, Chairman. 


—————~—+&-e—__ 


N, [l.—Journal, pages 141, 203. 
REPORT NO. Il OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISALS. 


Your committee recommend the following amendments in the 
Discipline: . 


Il. CHAPLAINS TO HOSPITALS. 


On page 92, 3d answer to question 3, § 1, chap. iii, ninth line 
from the bottom of the page, strike out the word “state” and 
insert the word “ hospitals ;” so that the clause shall read, ‘ chap- 
lains to hospitals, prisons, and in the army or navy.” 
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I. ACENTS FOR BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 


On page 93 of the Discipline, to answer 3 add the following 
words, ‘‘and other benevolent institutions ;” so that the clause shall 
read as follows: 

“He shall have authority, when requested by an Annual Confer- 
ence, to appoint an agent, whose duty it shall be to travel through- 
out the bounds of such Conference, for the purpose of establishing 
and aiding Sabbath-schools and distributing tracts, and also to 
appoint an agent or agents for the benefit of our literary institu- 
tions, an agent for the German publishing fund, and for other benev- 
olent institutions.” t 


Ill. PREACHING WITHOUT LICENSE, 


On page 115 of the Discipline, chap. viii, § 1, ques. 1, ans. 1, 3d 
line from the bottom of the page, after the words “leaders’ meet- 
ing” add the words, “and no member of the Church shall be at 
liberty to preach without such license,” so that the first sentence 
of the proviso shall read as follows: “ 

“* Provided, That no person shall be licensed to preach without 
the recommendation of the society of which he is a member, or of 
a leaders’ meeting, and no member of the Church shall be at liberty 
to preach without such license.” 

Respectfully submitted, D. W. Crarx, Chairman. 


N, I1l.—Journal, pages 156, 204, 207, 208, 236, 250. 
REPORT NO. II OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISALS. 


Your committee recommend the following revisions of the Dis- 
cipline, namely : 
|. OF CLASS-MEETINCS. 


On page 41 of the Discipline add a fifth answer to question 2, 
and strike the words “and love-feasts” from the heading of § 3, 
page 40, so that the whole section shall read as follows : 


Sxcrion III.— Class-Meetings. 


Quest. 1. How may the leaders of classes be rendered more 
useful ? 

Ans. 1. Let each of them be diligently examined concerning his 
method of meeting a class. Let this be done with all possible 
exactness at least once a quarter. In order to this, take sufficient | 
time. : 
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2. Let each leader carefully inquire how every soul of his class 
prospers ; not only how each person observes the outward rules, 
but how he grows in the knowledge and love of God. 

3. Let the leaders converse with those who have the charge of 
their circuits frequently and freely. 

Quest. 2. Can anything more be done in order to make the class- 
meetings lively and profitable ? 

Ans. 1. Change improper leaders. 

2. Let the leaders frequently meet each other’s classes. 

3. Let us observe which leaders are the most useful, and let 
these meet the other classes as often as possible. 

4. See that all the leaders be not only men of sound judgment, 
but men truly devoted to God. 

5. Let the leader's be directed to such a course of reading and 
study as shall best qualify them for their work ; especially let such 
books be recommended as will tend to increase their knowledge of 
the Scriptures and make them familiar with those passages best 
adapted to Christian experience. Wherever practicable, let the 
preachers examine the leaders in the studies recommended. 


Il. NEGLECT OF THE MEANS OF GRACE. 


Your committee recommend the formation of a new section’ to 
take the place of the balance of § 3, commencing with question 3, 
page 41, as follows: 


Section IV.— Neglect of the Means of Grace. 


Question 1. What shall we do with those members of our 
Church who habitually neglect the means of grace, such as the 
public worship of God, the supper of the Lord, family and private 
prayer, searching the Scriptures, class-meetings,* and prayer- 
meetings ? 

Answer 1. Let the elder, deacon, or one of the preachers visit 
them whenever it is practicable, and explain to. them the conse- 
quence if they continue to neglect. 

2. If they do not amend, let him who has the charge of the 
circuit or station bring the case before the society, of a select num- 
ber, before whom they shall be cited to.appear; and if they be found 
guilty of willful neglect by a decision of a majority of the members 
before whom the case is brought, let them be excluded. 


ll, ON SEEING THAT THE PREACHERS BEHAVE WELL AND 
WANT NOTHING. 


On page 84 of the Discipline, from answer 1 to question 1, in 
‘§ 12, strike out the words, “To see that the other preachers 
in his cireuit behave well and want nothing,” and insert the fol- 
lowing answer: “ He shall have the oversight of the other preach- 
ers in his circuit or station.” 
Respectfully submitted, D. W. Crarn, Chairman: 
S, C. Brown, Secretary. 
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N, !V.—Journal, pages 161, 239, . 
REPORT NO. IV OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISALS. 


Your committee recommend the following changes in the Dis: 
cipline ; 

1. IN RELATION TO PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

On page 38, § 1, chap. ii, Part I, change the section on Pudlic 
Worship so that it shall read as follows: 

Question. What directions shall be given for the establishment 
of uniformity in public worship among us on the Lord’s day ? 

Answer 1. Let the morning service consist of singing, prayer, 
the reading of a lesson from the Old Testament and another from 
the New, and preaching. 

2. Let the afternoon or evening service consist of singing, prayer, 
the reading of one or two Scripture lessons, and preaching. 

3. On the days of administering the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper the reading of the Scripture’lessons may be omitted. 

4. In administering the sacraments and in the burial of the 
dead let our ritual invariably be used. Let the Lord’s Prayer 
also be used on all occasions of public worship in concluding the 
first prayer, the congregation being exhorted to join in its audible 
repetition. Let a Doxology be sung at the conclusion of each 
service, and the Apostolic Benediction be invariably used in dis- 
missing the congregation. 

5. Let the people be earnestly exhorted to join in all these acts 
of worship, and especially to respond to the prayers of our ritual. 

6. Let the society be met, whenever it is practicable, on the 
Sabbath-day. 

Il. IN RELATION TO SINGING. 

On page 40, in § 2, let the 4th answer read as follows: 

Answer 4. Let one or more be chosen in each society to lead the 
singing. 

ill, RECEPTION OF MINISTERS FROM THE M. E. CHURCH, SOUTH. 

On page 82, § 11, chap. ii, Part: I, insert the following as a second 
question and answer, changing the numbers of those that follow 
to correspond : é oi ; 

Question 2. How shall we receive those ministers who may 
offer to unite with us from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South ? 

Answer. Upon the same conditions as specified in answer to 
question 1, provided they give satisfactory assurances to an 
Annual or Quarterly Conterence of their loyalty to the N ational 
Government, and hearty approval of the antislavery doctrine of 
our Church. 

IV. NUMBER OF A COMMITTEE FOR TRIAL: 

On page 128, § 2, question 1, answer 1, after the words “or a 

select number,” insert the words “of not less than five.” 
27 
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V. REARRANGEMENT OF THE DISCIPLINE. 


Your committee, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
New Hampshire Conference, recommending a rearrangement of the 
Discipline, according to the plan proposed: by Bishop Baker, 
respectfully report that they have examined the new arrangement 
proposed by Bishop Baker, and most cordially approve the same, 
as in their judgment much more simple, logical, and convenient 
than the old, and accordingly submit the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the “Table of Contents” herewith submitted 
be printed. . : 

9. Resolved, That Bishop Baker be associated with the commit- 
tee authorized to edit the new edition of the Discipline in the exe- 
cution of that work, and that they be instructed to adopt (so far 
as it is practicable, consistently with the modifications of the Dis- 
cipline, ordered at this General Conference) the arrangement pro- 
posed by Bishop Baker. r 


DISCIPLINE OF THE M. E. CHURCH. 


ConrTENTS. 
PART I.—ORIGIN, DOCTRINES, AND RULES. 


Cuarter I.— Origin, Articles, and General Rules. 


Sec. 1. Origin of the M. E. Church. ° 
Sec. 2. Articles of Religion. 
Sec. 3. The General Rules. 
Sec. 4. Slavery. 
Sec. 5; Baptism. 
Sec. 6. The Lord’s Supper. 
Sec. 7. Marriage. 
8 


Sec. 8. Dress. 


Cuarter Il.—Membership. 


— 


Sec. 1. Receiving members into the Church. 
Sec. 2. Relation of baptized children to the Church. 


Cuaprer III.—Means of Grace. 


Sec. 1. Publie worship. 
Sec, 2. The spirit and truth of singing. 
Sec. 3. Class-meetings and love-feasts. 


PART II.—GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH 
Cuaptrer I.—The Conferences. 


Sec. 1. The General Conference. 
Sec. 2. The Annual Conferences. 
Sec. 3. The Quarterly Conferences. 


N, Iv] 


Sec. 
Sec. 
See. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
See. 
Sec. 
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Cuaprer II.— The Ministry. 


1, Examination of those who think they are called to preach. 
2. Rules of a preacher. 
3. The duties of preachers to God, themselves, and others.’ 
4, 

5 
6 
i 


’ 


The necessity of union among ourselves. 


. The employment of time. 

. Deportment at the Conferences. 

. The matter and manner of preaching. 
8. 


Rules by which we should continue or desist from 


preaching in any place. 
Sec. 9. Visiting from house to house. 
Sec. 10. Method of receiving traveling preachers on trial. 
Sec. 11. The manner of receiving traveling preachers into full 

connection. 

12. Reception of preachers from other denominations. 

13. The election of bishéps and their duty. 

14. Presiding elders and their duty. 

15. The election of traveling elders and their duty. 

16. The election of traveling deacons and their duty. 

17. The duties of’ preachers in charge. 

18. The superannuated preachers. 

19, The local preachers. (General directions.) 

20. Ordained local preachers. 

21. Rights and privileges of colored local preachers. 


See. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
See. 
Sec. 
See. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 


Cuaprer III.—Stewards—their Qualifications, Appointments, and 


Cuarrer 1—Bringing Ministers and Members to Trial and the 


Duties. 


PART IIL—ADMINISTRATION OF DISCIPLINE, | 


Settlement of Disputes. 


Sec. 1. The trial of a bishop. 
Sec. 2. Method of proceeding against accused traveling ministers 
and preachers. } 5 
Sec. 3. Method of proceeding against preachers on trial. 
Sec. 4. The trial of local preachers. 
Sec. 5. The trial of accused members : 
I. For immoral conduct. 


Il. For neglect of duty and imprudent conduct. 
III. For dissension. 


@ 


IV. Rules for the settlement of disputed debts and for arbitra- 


tion thereon. 


V. Rules concerning insolvency. 


CuarTer II.—The Trial of Appeals. 


Sec. 1. The appeal of traveling ministers and preachers, 
Sec. 2. The appeal of local preachers. 
Sec. 8. The appeal of members. 


420 Journal of the General Conference, 1864. IN, IV. 


Cuarrer III.—Restoration of Credentials of Ordination. 


~ Sec. 1. Credentials of those who have been traveling ministers 
or preachers. 
Sec. 2. Credentials of local preachers. 


PART IV.—THE RITUAL. 


Cuarrer I.—The Order of Baptism. — 


Sec. 1. The ministration of baptism to infants. 
Sec. 2. The ministration of baptism to such as are of riper years. 


Cuarter II.—The Lord’s Supper. 
Cuaprer [I.—Form of Solennization of Matrimony. 
Cuarter IV.— Order of the Burial of the Dead. 


CuarterR V.—Forms of Ordination. 


Sec. 1. Ordination of bishops. 
Sec. 2. Ordination of elders. 
Sec. 3. Ordination of deacons. 


PART V.—RELIGIOUS AND BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Sec. 1. Sunday-schools and instruction of children. 

Sec. 2. The support of missions. 

Sec. 3. The printing and circulation of religious tracts. 
Sec. 4. Printing and circulation of books and periodicals. 
Sec. 5. The Chartered Fund. 


PART VI—TEMPORAL ECONOMY. 


Cuaprer I.— Zhe Support of Ministers. 


Sec. 1. The support of bishops and the families of deceased © 
bishops. 

Fee. 2. The support of presiding elders. 

sec. 3. The support of ministers and preachers. 

$ec. 4. The support of superannuated preachers. 

Sec. 5. Local preachers to have an allowance in certain cases. 


Cuapter II.—Raising Supplies. Parsonages. | 


Sec. 1.. Methods for raising annual supplies, . 
Sec. 2. Building and renting houses for the use of traveling 
preachers. ; 
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Cuaprer III.— Churches and Church Property. 
Sec. 1. Building churches. 


Sec. 2. Trustees—their appointment, duties and responsibilities. 
Sec. 3. A form of deed of settlement. 


Cuarrer 1V.— Boundaries. 


Sec. 1. The boundaries of Annual Conferences. 
Sec. 2. The arrangement of the German work. 


6. REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS. 


On page 125, from answer 1, question 3, strike out the words, 
“to register the marriages and baptisms,” and add to answer 9, 
§ 12, chap. ii, Part II, page 85, the words, “and also to regis- 
ter the marriages and baptisms.” 

The effect of the above change is to transfer the duty of making 
the register from the stewardseto the minister. 


7. PREACHER’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 


On page 85 amend the first line of answer 11,-so that the answer 
shall read, “To make a written report at each Quarterly Confer- 
ence and love-feast of the names of these whe have been received 
into the Church or excluded therefrom during the quarter; also the 
names of those who have been received or dismissed by certificate, 
and of those who have died or withdrawn from the Church. 


8. DUTIES OF STEWARDS. 


On page 125 strike out the following, relating to the duties of 
stewards, from question 3, answer 1, namely, “and to be subject 
to the bishops, the presiding elder of the district, and the elder, 
deacon, and traveling preachers of their circuit. 

Respectfully submitted, 
8. C. Brown, Secretary. D. W. Crarx, Chairman. 


————__ -< +a 


N, V.—Journal, pages 184, 242. 
REPORT NO. V OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISALS. 


The committee report the following as a substitute for section 2, 
chap. x, Part II, commencing on page 128: 


Sxcrion Ii.—Triuw or an AccusED MremBer. 


I. For Imsorat Conpucr. 


' Ques. 1. How shall an accused member be brought to trial ? 
Ans. Before a committee of not less than five, who shall not be 
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members of the Quarterly Conference, (and if the preacher judge 
it necessary he may select the committee from any part of the dis- 
trict,) in the presence of the preacher in charge, who shall preside 
in the trial, and cause exact minutes of the evidence and proceed- 
ings in the case to be taken. In the selection of the committee the 
parties may challenge for cause. A " 

If the accused person be found guilty by the decision. of a major- 
ity of the committee, and the crime be such as is expressly forbid- 
den by the word of God, sufficient to exclude a person from the 
kingdom of grace and glory, let the preacher in charge expel him. 

If the accused person evade a trial, by absenting himself, after 
sufficient notice given him, he may be tried in his absence, and if 
found guilty he shall be expelled. 


II. For Neeiecr or Dury, or Impruprenr Conpvcr. 


But in cases of neglect of dutigs of any kind, imprudent con- 
duct, indulging sinful tempers or words, the buying, selling, or 
using intoxicating liquors as a beverage, or disobedience to the 
order and discipline of the Church; first, let private reproof be 
given by a preacher or leader, and if there be an acknowledgment 
of the fault, and proper humiliation, the person may be borne with. 
On a second offense, the preacher or leader may take one or two 
faithful friends. On a third offense let him be brought to trial, 
and if found guilty, and there be no sign of real humiliation, he 
shall be expelled. ; 


III. For Dissension. 


If a member of our Church shall bé accused of endeavoring to 
sow dissensions in any of our societies by inveighing against either 
our doctrines or discipline, the person so offending shall first be 
reproved by the preacher in charge, and if he persist in such per- 
nicious practices he shall be brought to trial, and if found guilty 
expelled. 


IV. DisaGREEMENT IN BUSINESS AND NON-PAYMENT OF Depts. 


Ques. 2. Tow shall disputes between members of our Church 
concerning business transactions be settled ? 

Ans. 1. On any disagreement between two or more members of 
our Church concerning business transactions which cannot be set- 
tled by the parties, the preacher in charge shall inquire into the 
circumstances of the case, and shall recommend to the parties a 
reference, consisting of two arbiters chosen by the plaintiff, and 
two chosen by the defendant, which four arbiters so chosen shall 
nominate a fifth, the five arbiters being members of our Church. 

If either party refuse to abide their judgment he shall be 
brought to trial, and if he fail to show sufficient cause for such 
refusal he shall be expelled. 

' Ans. 2. Tf any member of our Church shall refuse, in cases of 
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-debt or other disputes, to refer the matter to arbitration when 


recommended by the preacher in charge, or shall enter into a law- 
suit with another member before these measures are taken, he shall 
be brought to trial, and if he fail to show that the case is of such 
a nature as to require and justify a process at law he shall be 
expelled. y 


V. INSOLVENCY ON THE PART OF ANY OF.0UR MEMBERS. 


Ques. 3. What shall be done in cases of insolvency ? 

Ans. 1. The preachers who have the oversight of circuits and 
‘stations are required to execute all our rules fully and strenuously 
against all frauds, and particularly against dishonest insolvencies, 
suffering none to remain in our Church on any account who are 
found guilty of any fraud. 

2. To prevent scandal when any of our members fail in business, 
or contract debts which they are not able to pay, let two or three | 
judicious members of the Church inspect the accounts, contracts, 
and circumstances of the case of the supposed delinquent; and if 
they judge that he has behaved dishénestly, or borrowed money 
without a probability of paying, let him be brought to trial, and if 
found guilty expelled. 


VI. GenerRAt DIRECTIONS. 


1. In all the foregoing cases of trial witnesses from without shall 
not be rejected; and the testimony of an absent witness may be 
taken before the preacher in charge, or a donee appointed by 
the presiding elder of the district within which such witness resides; 
provided in every case sufficient notice has been given to the 
adverse party of the time and place of taking such testimony. 
The accused shall have the right to call to his assistance, as counsel, 
any member in good and regular standing in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. j ' ‘ 

9, If in any of the above-mentioned cases the preacher in charge 
differ in judgment from the majority of the committee converning 
the guilt or innocence of the accused, he may refer the trial to the 
ensuing Quarterly Conference, which shall have authority to order 
a new trial. 

3. If there be a murmur or complaint from any excluded person 
in any of the above-mentioned instances that justice has not been 
done, he shall be allowed an appeal to the next Quarterly Confer- 
ence, except such as absent themselves from trial after sufficient 
notice is given them; and the preacher in charge shall present 
exact minutes of fhe evidence and proceedings of the trial to the 
Quarterly Conference, from which minutes the case shall finally be 
determined. 

4. After such forms of trial and expulsion such person shall have 
no privileges of society or of sacraments in our Church without 
contrition, confession, and satisfactory reformation. 

‘ Respectfully submitted, 
-§. C. Brown, Secretary. D. W. CrarK, Chairman. 
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N, Vi.—Journal, pages 225, 246, 250, 263. 
REPORT NO. VI OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISALS. 


The Committee on Revisals recommend a change of the Disci- 
pline, Part II, chap. i, § 4, pages 56-58, so that: question 5 and the 
answer will read as follows: 

Ques. 5. What is the order of business in the Quarterly Con- 
ferences ? 

Ans. To inquire: 

1. Are there any complaints ? 

2. Are there any appeals? 

3. Is there a written report from the pastor: 

(1) Of the number, state, and average attendance of the Sunday- 
schools and Bible-classes, and the extent to which he has preached 
to the children and catechised them? (See Part IV, § 1.) 

(2) Of the religious instruction of the children as provided for 
in Part I, § 3, question 3? ° ah ‘ 

(3) Of the gencral condition of the charge, embracing the items 
in answer 11, question 1, § 12, chap. ii, Part II. 

4, Is there a report from Standing Committees ? 

1) The Committee on Missions ? 
2) The Committee on Sunday-schools ? 
am The Committee on the Tract Cause ? 
4) Are the Church Records properly kept ? 
5. Have the General Rules been read this quarter ? 
6. Who shall constitute the Disciplinary Committees: 
1) On Missions ? 
2) On Sabbath-schools ? 
3) On the circulation of Tracts ? 
7. What amount has beert estimated for the support of the pastor 
‘or pastors the present year ? 
8. What sum has been apportioned to be raised by this charge: 
1) For the support of the Presiding Elder ? 
2) For the Conference claimants ? 
_ (8) For missionary, tract, Sunday-school, educational, and other 
benevolent objects? 
9. Is any change desired in the Board of Steavards ? 
10. Are there any recommendations : 
1) For license to preach ? 
2) For admission into the traveling connection ? 
3) For election of local preachers to deacon’s or elder’s orders ? 

11. Will you now attend to the examination of character and, 
the renewal of licenses? 

12. Who shall be the district steward ? 

13. Who shall be the estimating committee or committees ? 

14. Is there a report from the trustees of the church property ?. 

15. How many subscribers have been obtained for our periodicals? 

16. What amounts have been received for benevolent objects ? 

















/ 
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For missions ? 

For Tract Society ? 

For Sunday-School Union? 
For American Bible Society ? 
For other objects? 

17. Who shall be the stewards for the ensuing year? 

18. What amount has been raised during the quarter for the 
support of the ministry, and how has it been applied ? 

19. Is there any other business ? 

20. Where shall the next quarterly meeting be held ? 

The Committee also recommend that N. B. 2, page 58, be changed 
so as to read: 

Questions 6 and 7 are asked only at the first Quarterly Confer- 
ence; question 8 only at the second; and all from item 2, in ques- 
tion 10, to question 17, inclusive, only at the last. . 

We recommend a change of question 3, page 54, § 4, chap. i, 
Part II, so that it shall read: “The Quarterly Conference shall 
appoint a secretary to take minutes of the proceedings thereof, to 
be recorded by the Recording Steward in a book kept for that pur- 

ose.” 

Also Part II, chap. ix, answer to question 5, page 126, so that 
it shall read: ‘Not less than three nor more than nine, one of 
whom shall be appointed Recording Steward by the Quarterly 
Conference after each annual election.” 

The Committee also recommend the striking out of answer 4 to 
question 1, § 3, chap. ii, page 63, of the Discipline, which reads: 
“To preach in the morning where he can get hearers. We recom- 
mend morning preaching at five in the summer and six in the win- 
ter wherever it is practicable.” 

Also, that § 5, chap. viii, Part II, page 122, relating to “the rights 
and privileges of preachers and official members of our colored 
membership,” be stricken from the Discipline. 

Also, the following addition, on page 217, second paragraph, 
after the words “ Assistant Agent,” the following, namely, “ to 
conduct the Book Concern at New York,” so that it may read, 
“There shall be an Agent and an Assistant Agent to conduct the 
Book Concern at New York,” ete. 

Also on page 225, in top line, after the word “California” add 
“for each of which there shall be an editor, who, if chosen from 
among the traveling preachers, shall be a member of such confer- 
ence as he may, with the approbation of the bishops, select.” 

The committee also recommend the addition of a sixth paragraph, 

2, chap. viii, page 118, as follows: “‘ Whenever a local preacher 
_ shall have a pastoral charge he shall hold his Church relation in said 
charge” | y ah ois 

Also on page 91, chap. iii, answer to question 2, the substitution 
of the following words: “shall consecrate him according to the 
Ritual.” ; ‘ 

Also on page 93, seventh answer to question 3, the following 
(in the “ Duty of Bishops,”) namely : 


om ON 
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“To consecrate bishops, and ordain elders and deacons.” 

Also to: strike out, on page 117, chap. viii, § 2, paragraph 3, these 
words, ‘or at the place where he shall reside at the time of his 
location,” so that it shall read: “When a preacher is located, or 
discontinued by an Annual Conference, he shall be amenable to the 
Quarterly Conference of the charge where he had his last appoint- 
ment.” . 

S. C. Brown, Secretary. M. Raymonp, Chairman. 





Ce oe ____ 


GERMAN WORK. 


O, I.—Journal, page 126. 


REPORT ON GERMAN HYMN BOOK BY A COMMITTEE 
APPOINTED AT THE GENERAL CON FERENCE, 1860. 


To THE Bishops AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CoNFERENCE OF 


THE Meruopist Episcopan CHURCH, ASSEMBLED AT PumapEL- 
PHIA. 


Dear Fatuers anp Breruren,—The last General Conference 
appointed a committee to make a new collection of hymns better 
adapted to meet the wants of the German members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in this and in other countries, consisting of 
the following brethren: C. Yost, of the New York Conference ; 
Jacob Rothweiler, of North Ohio; G. L. Mulfinger, of Rock 
River; T. L. Walther, of Illinois ; J. H. Barth, of Southeastern 
Indiana; and William N ast, the editor of the Christian Apologist, 
as Chairman. We beg leave to report that we have completed the 
work intrusted to us, and desire to offer it now for the approval of 
this General Conference. 

One of the committee, the Rev. J. L. Walther, of the Illinois 
Conference, never met with the committee, having fallen in the 
battle of Shiloh, as chaplain of the Fifty-ninth Illinois regiment. 
The first meeting of the committee was held at Cincinnati, in June, 
1862. The general outlines and plan of the new Hymn Book were 
then laid out, and the labor of filling up the different departments 
was divided among the members of the committee. In June, 1863, 
we had our second meeting at Berea, Ohio, and labored to our best 
ability for about three weeks. All the rich treasures of German 
hymnology were carefully examined and sifted, and the result is a 
collection of about 700 hymns, arranged in the following order: 


: No. of Hymns, 
I. Ascriptions of praise to the TY DUE EGO Sos srogn <forainniece:s:din oR RE ene 1 
Il. Of the attributes and works of God: 
1. Of the attributes of God 
2. Of the work of creation 
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' _No. of Hymns. 
III. Of the redemption of man by the Second Person in the Trinity: ~ 
1. Of the divine promise of redemption in consequence of man’s fall........ 3 
2. Of the person and incarnation of the Son of God.......... [ lavrabes 5 peels 16 
3. Of the earthly life and ministry of our Lord. .......--. 2 cee es ee eee eee 6 
4, Ofthe atoning suffering and death of Christ........... RHEE NS SUES SUS 
5. Of His resurrection from the dead...........2.-2-000% Beis erated 
*’6. Of Jesus Christ in the state of his exaltation: 
a. Of His ascension to heaven... ......sceeecenc eter ceens Seydtaenc.s. 4 
b. Of His priestly. Off1ce.. 2. ee cee clee ccc cncc cece ens atietalale es 4 
c. Of His regal office... 0... ee cee cee ee eee eee e rece cence cces 6 
@ SOF Fis Second COMING. ..c05 cieis.. o1c.c0iece elu siete» slew sisleeie sieve oleiate ale eles 6 
4. General hymns in praise of Jesus, the Saviour from sin... .........--++- 22 
IV. Of the Holy Ghost: : 
1. Of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.........-. 6 
2. Of the ordinary operations of the Holy Spirit.............---+-- Reais Ee 
V. Of the Church of Christ: 
1. Of the foundation, nature, conflict, and protection of the Church.+....... 12 
_ a. On the occasion of laying the corner-stone of a house of worship..... 2 
b. On the occasion of dedicating a house of worship..........-+.-- ca We: 
2. Of the blessings which the Church dispenses: 
a. Of the Holy Scriptures..... Ay ie = an A Saberevevapen nat a teleapte = oe a ae See BE 
. aa. Hymns suitable to be sung between the opening prayer and sermon 11 
bb. Hymns suitable to be sung after hearing the word of GOdgni5/ Gove 5 
b. Of the ministry. ..... 2... cc cence nec ce eens ence ernment cc cisioscinns aie 11 
c. Of the sacraments: ; 
OF baptionn 22 Soo Fo kis ae sis eyhatet ei Ps rrecs ciceita andy oe U 
Of the Lord’s supper.........- Ere bineaipieKee eh ewias eet Bo sor 7 
d. OF the Sabbath. . 6... ss coc ec eiee ociefe ecicje cs se:ep enue o'afeiaisi eieiafetele 9 
e. Of the communion of Saints and mutual edification : 
aa. Praise and thanksgiving ......-.-.+--+-+-++++- SAS UE Ce Aris Obes 9 
bb. Supplication and intercession. ........++-+eess cress eee eee res 12 
cc. Christian experience. ......e.ee eee eee ee eeee ide siete erp ace 40 
3. Hymns for invitation and reception into the Church: ' 
Ge LOVILALIONE depois ofe oh eyrle e's sh Fo fafa ctor eheremts. ae Aa, rexosatttleleter de ABO SBC 8 
b. Reception into full connection. ....-+-++see++seee Adbtaso shone. 4 
4, Missionary Hymns......-..e+es seer c erst er eter re eeecees fe eats oo. 14 
VI. Of the order of salvation : 
1. Of general depravity .....--sseeeeee ees e erst eres cec sce reene ees dene & 
Qe UN WAKCIIDG. .. sim so ja:0) creo: s oie: oranste exesttaror stan rinseiaieisiciciciede acinislaisiegiarsiceatelala 22 
BUMP ONILONUIAL, ooh cs ccles cine ccc cee vec eee 50s 0in sins sees Sasonoeheeme 25 
EOE TATE oP aie cle Cla ol lace cle siaveicigieis|acieie ede scrim clase mine aneisiaelucusis cs 10 
5. Of justification, regeneration, and adoption, .......-+eesseeeeeerce tr. LD 
6. Of perfect love....--+-+.+++- dhe eraid bo ab leatd cs deiciere sfoimdersiats ota Wee ses LS 
VIL. Of the duties and marks of true Christians : 
1, Taking up the cross and self-denial.....---++eeeerersrcrrsseees Jays efetere 0 
Oe GBlMeKAMINATION. ces a. ose ase ee ide ce cess cca orm 2 ce 9 0 sicinel® oa sisie 6 
3. Spiritual warfare and watchfulness. .....--- SEES PS AeA Sys are etctt 3, aero 18 
4. Of growth in grace.......+.++- LiSbie bey Petes; Pee ee esi) 
5. Of brotherly and universal love, love of enemies, and forgiveness........ 9 
6. Of the right use of the tongue, and of uncharitable judging and backbit- 
fia yoe ucts CE OU a er andor Une COCA ET Sicsce smestersiaetoie 
. Of the faithful use of all talents and goods intrusted to US......-...+--- 15 
8. Of humility, patience, gentleness, and meekneSS......ee+seeree LSE oT 
9. Of temperance and chastity.....+++++sess99* eieiole hale nals sO eaten 3 
10. Of truthfulness, keeping vows and oaths. ...... wees eee gee sere tees +f 
11. Of trust in God in trials, and resignation to all the dispensations of Di- 
vine Providence.........--++: bie Berets Severe elo ebste atest Soh 5i Gk ccna 22 
12. Of joy in God and lively hope of heaven.......- FOE PITT OR BON Se oa . 26 


VILL. Of Death and Eternity : 
; 1. Of death: 
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No. of Hymns. 
a. Brevity and wmbertainty of difel.c% sales Foss oy olbish aap s sone cides 6 
b. Hymns for the death-bed......... tb cere 6 Peach REts Os ih that pe Peal dps 10 
c. Runeral hymns. . Vs igiset. se sible. Sok Tia Aur Reatal naa Pipa al a.ara ahs aeatane eet Meee 2 13 
2. Of the resurrection of the dead. ..............55 Sth SRST RRIS Pesto dead Oo 
3. Of the last judgment, and of eternal bliss and glory.................... 8 
IX. For especial conditions of human life: 
1. For family life: © 


a, On the occasion of wedlock......... Ape aitrn) tN afhjerecl er elate. retare Bioeee else 
b. On the responsibilities of the married state.......... PRISM IS. ee 2 
£y BOR parents,’ jae sa ac sot ana S Re oe eet ts 1 ar 3 
@-sHon children. esd 6 st avs d is Spr she she spears te Fieidhaeh ehee 16 
e. For widows and orphans... ........2.000008 ARC eee so ae e 4 
ie Bor old age. jcc. 3. See.t Scan Sialele 5.4 u's eilerage ene eee Mopie-< Gielen cies Motes 2 
G. Por -thergieke sry). S250 Sek HS Se ESE Be SL eae 2 
de Morning hymns 0 4 oh See Se eRe ea ae Tht 11 
i= KiveningwhyMmns? 314) 10: dsc) 2 ..tove se eet Bonn Copticrinid scp cee 9 
k. Hymns to be sung at social meals...... ye Popeold «dala as Pris sek eo 5 
1, daytonsntor birthday ty iia rel, Ca, alee Be, aici Wicieiueler ss acie eee 3 
2. On the rising generation, and its moral and intellectual culture......... 18 
3. On our duties to our country and government : 
a. Patriotism and loyalty...........0..e cee dees SAEs Res ae Seti cot 6 
b. Thanksgiving for national blessings............cc0cecccceceecees ae) 
c. National humiliation on a day of public prayer and fasting..... eesterade 5 
4. For special seasons: 
a. Spring, summer, fall “and winter, 2. 0... J couaaeue eae eee ih il cae 
b. Close of the year, watch-night, and New YVear.................000 il 
eu \Hymns of (partingy. isi. casiteee lends. tis dime coats oN. Shore hoes 6 
X. Doxologies. 


Your committee begs leave to submit the following resolution : 

Kesolved, That the Book Agents of the Western Book Con- 
cern be instructed to have a tune book prepared, adapted to the 
new hymn book, if the latter is approved by this General Confer- 
ence. 


Writtram Nast, Chairman. 


———___+ +p > 
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REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE GERMAN 
WORK. 


Your committee have had the subject of the organization of 
“German Annual Conferences” under careful consideration, and 
after mature deliberation would present the following report: 

It is a most gratifying fact that the most friendly relations have 
and do now exist between the German and American members of 
‘the Conferences with which the German work is connected, nor do 
we fear the possibility of separation however this question may be 
decided here. 

1. We believe that the natural enlargement of the Conferences 
in membership and numbers involves the separation and diffusion 
of the German preachers in small numbers through. our Confer- 
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ences, to such a degree that the objects of our itinerant system can- 
not be accomplished. 

(a) In not leaving a sufficient number of preachers connected 
with a Conference to supply the various charges under our usage 
of change of appointments. 

(b) There will likely be too large a number of preachers for one 
district, and not enough for two; hence some purely German con- 
gregations must fall under the ministrations of presiding elders who 
do not speak the German language. ) 

(c) It is not practicable to have less than two German Presiding 
Elder’s Districts in any Conference, (as none of our Conferences 
have a less number,) that they may consult with men who under- 
stand the nature of the peculiar work committed to them, in the 
providence of God, by the great Head of the Church. 

(d) Under the distributing system above alluded to, there will 
not remain together a sufficient number to judge of the qualifica- 
tions of candidates for admission into the “traveling connection,” 
nor for examining committees. 

(e) Even as it now is, our bishops do not readily become 
acquainted with the German preachers, who at our Conferences 
are almost mere spectators of our Conference business. 

2. The German preachers do not understand the details of the 
American work, and at Conference have not the opportunity of 
bringing forward their own work efficiently and successfully. 

(a) They have no Conference, Sunday-school, or other anniver- 
saries in the German department of the work. 

(b) They make no impression upon the German population 
during Conference sessions, because they are merged into and 
almost covered up by the American Conferences, and no impres- 
sion upon the American population at Cenferences, because they 
are Germans. ‘To do this, they must possess a positive existence. 
. 8. They have no German minutes for their people to read, that 
they may know how the business is transacted ; no advantage of 
education in Church polity. 

4. They have no opportunity for concentration of effort upon 
educational and publishing interests for the development of the 
German preachers and_people. 

5. There is now a German-speaking population of nearly five 
million souls in this country, and the number is being augmented . 
by tens of thousands annually from the land of Hnss, Luther, and 
Nast. These vast crowds come to our shores with a language 
unlike. our own, and sympathies altogether different, with well- 
defined systems of rationalism and organized societies. They must 
be met (if saved from sin) with the Gospel of Peace, proclaimed in 
their own language. This language will be continued in use as 

‘the medium of thought while Germany continues to send her 
teeming thousands to our western world. 

6. To meet these thousands and lead them to Christ appears to 
be the particular mission of the German Methodist Episcopal 
Church in this country. To accomplish this there must be. cen- 
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tralization of energy, increase of learning, activity of effort, as well - 
as deep piety. Therefore we recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing: 

1. Reo eld That the German work be organized into three 
Annual Conferences, each containing about seventy-five preachers. 

2. Resolved, That the German work at present connected with 
the Rock River and Minnesota Conferences, and the Galena Ger- 
man District of the Upper Iowa Conference, be formed into a Con- 
ference, to be called the Northwestern General Conference. 

3. Fesolved, That the German work at present connected with 
the Illinois, Southern Illinois, and Kansas Conferences, and the 
Burlington German District of the Upper Iowa Conference, be 
formed into a Conference, to be called the South-western German 
Conference. ; 

4. Resolved, That the German work at present connected with 
the Cincinnati, North Ohio, and South-eastern Indiana Conferences 
be formed into a Conference, to be called the Central German 
Conference. 

I. C. Persurne, Secretary. GrorcEe Peck, Chairman. 


oo OS oe 
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REPORT NO, II OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
GERMAN WORK. 


The last General Conference appointed C. Yost, Jacob Roth- 
weiler, George L. Mulfinger, J. L. Walther, J. H. Barth, and 
William Nast, a committee to make a new collection of hymns © 
- better adapted to meet the wants of the German members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in this and other countries. Your 
committee have examined the manuscript prepared by the com- 
mittee of the last General Conference, and respectfully submit the 
following resolutions for adoption: 

1. Resolved, That the Agents of the Western Book Concern be 
requested to publish the manuscript hymn book prepared for the 
German members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. ; 

2. Resolved, That the same parties be requested to have a tune 
book, adapted to the hymn book, prepared for the use of our Ger- 
man members, under the supervision of a committee of three Ger- 
mans, to be appointed by the Agents, and to publish the same as 

soon as possible after the preparation of the manuscript. 

The committee have also had under consideration the subject of 
a closer union with the Evangelical Association, and respectfully 
submit the following: 

Resolved, That the bishops be requested to appoint a committee 
of three members of this General Conference, to visit the next 

General Conference of the Evangelical Association, and to corre- 
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spond with the authorities of that Church should the way be 
opened in the order of Providence for a closer union between the 
Churches. | 

Your committee have also considered the memorial of the Ger- 
man preachers connected with the New York Conference, and 
recommend for adoption the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the German work in the New York Conference 
_remain for the present as it is, but that the bishop, with the con- 
currence of the New York Conference at its next session, shall 
have power to form the same into a German Annual Conference. 

They also recommend the following with regard to the German 
work in California: 

Resolved, That the German work in California remain in its 
present form. 

I. C. Persuine, Secretary. Grorcr Peck, Chairman. 


+o oo 
P.—Journal, pages 209, 265. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CHRISTIAN 
AND THE SANITARY COMMISSIONS. 


War, seen from afar, dazzles the imagination. The mind is 
fled with emotions of admiration as it contemplates the pomp of 
martial array, the skill of leaders, the valor of the contending 
forces, the attack, the thunder of the battle, which shakes the earth 
and darkens the heavens, the final charge, and the victory, the glad 
news that thrills along the wires which form the nerves of the 
nation, the mighty joy which rolls out from the field of strife in an 
ever-widening circle. But viewed more closely the scene changes. 
The moral grandeur of the contest may remain, but we learn the 
fearful price with which victory is bought. We behold the weary 
march, the crowded hospital, the horrors of the bloody field when 
the battle is over; and the place of strife is a true Aceldama, 
where the mangled forms of the living and the dying are some- 
times left for days, because, though there are many that pity, 
there are few that can be spared from the ranks to save them. 

In the fearful war which foul rebellion has brought upon the 
land, our Government has done all that lies in its power to alle- 
viate the sufferings of our brave soldiers. Surgeons, hospitals, 
medical stores have been provided in abundance. Yet when a 
great battle occurs, and thousands fall in an hour, some agency is 
needed to supplement the appliances provided by the public 
authorities. When a single day’s fighting numbers half the 
officers and men of a regiment among the wounded, the surgeon 
and his assistant may do all that lies in their power, but many 
must suffer and die, because they are so many that they cannot all 
be reached in time. In the permanent hospitals too there is work 
for the humane and the patriotic—a work of benevolence and love, 
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as well as of wisdom, in supplying various comforts and delicacies 
which the stern rules of military life never provide, but of which 
the sick room even of the poor at home is not destitute. 

Here then is the field of the two commissions, whose agencies 
for good the present contest has called into existence. They are 
the free outgrowth of a nation’s grateful regard for its defenders— 
the voice of peace and good-will heard even amid the lowering 
storm of war. It is matter of congratulation to note with what 
liberality the money of the poor and the rich has been contributed, 
how many willing hands and patriotic hearts have engaged in 
these blessed ministries of humanity. The Sanitary Commission 
from its abundant treasures, the gift of a generous people, has pro- 
vided the means whereby many a brave man has been saved to the 
armies of his country, many a husband, a brother, a son has been 
preserved to return to the home which mourns his absence. For 
the past six months the Commission has also been laboring with 
great usefulness and success in behalf of the freedmen of the Mis- 
sissippi. The Christian Commission, in its proposed department 
of labor, sweeps a still wider circle. It looks at all the wants of 
the soldier, physical, mental, and religious, and seeks to do what 
may be done to provide for them all. It not only has food for the 
hungry, and clothing for the naked, but sends them by the hands 
of sympathizing Christian mep, who follow the sound of the battle, 
that they may bear away the wounded and pray beside the dying. 
At Gettysburg, before. the smoke of the deadly contest had been 
dispelled, the delegates of the Christian Commission were at their 
noble toil, which they prosecuted day and night till every bleeding 
sufferer, patriot or rebel, was found and cared for. The number 
of delegates thus engaged was over two hundred. Surgeons have 
declared that, through the agency of the Christian Commission, at 
least one thousand lives were saved on that field alone, Ministers 
who were there engaged in Gospel labors, under the auspices of 
the Commission, estimate the souls converted in the hospitals. at 
Gettysburg at one thousand. At this present hour, while the fierce 
storm of battle beats on the banks of the Rapidan and the Po, 
more than two hundred delegates of the Commission, a large 
majority of whom are ministers of the Gospel, are prosecuting 
their labors among the thousands of the wounded and the dying, 
striving with heart and voice to save the lives and the souls of 
those to whom they minister. On every great battle-field, and in 
every hospital in all the land, their presence. has brought. comfort 
and hope, and many a wanderer have they led, through grace, to 
the fold of God.. The cash value of the benefactions of the Chris- 
tian Commission during the past year amounts to nearly a million of 
dollars, and more than twelve hundred delegates have responded 
to its calls without fee or reward. 

The Tract Society of our Church and the Commission are acting 
together with entire harmony. The Commission purchases: the 
Good News, tracts, and our other publications largely... The Society — 
has donated hundreds of thousands of copies of the.Good News 
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and over two million pages of tracts to the Commission, which 
have been distributed in the army by its agents. The Tract Board 
value the Commission very highly, and are ready to contribute for 
its benefit as unsparingly as the liberality of the Church to their 
treasury will permit. te 

All honor to the generous and patriotic men and women who 
have contributed of their substance that the treasury of the Com- 
mission might not fail. All honor to the Christian delegate who, 
with a courage not less worthy of praise than that of the soldier, 
hastens to rescue the fallen. Their labors belong to history; they 
stand as vouchers for the civilization and Christianity of the age, 
and gild the page with a light hitherto unknown to the dark picture 
of war. 

In conclusion, your committee recommend the passage of the 
following resolutions : 

1. That this nation owes a debt of gratitude to the Sanitary and 
Christian Commissions for their labors in behalf of the sick and 
wounded men of our noble army and navy. 

2. That the Christian Commission is especially entitled to the 
cordial support and co-operation of the Church of God, inasmuch 
as the work which it aims to do is eminently Christian, as well as 
humane and patriotic, seeking to care both for the mortal and the 
immortal, and prepare men for all the perils that hover over the 
camp and the field of blood. 

3. That as, according to the estimate of our honored senior 
bishop, the Methodist Episcopal Church has probably given one 
hundred thousand of her membership to the army and the navy, we 
feel it to be our duty to follow them, not only with our prayers 
and our words of cheer, but with active ministerial labors; and 
we deem it right and desirable when there is a call for men to care 
for the sick and the wounded, that our Churches take such action 
as will tend to furnish our due proportion of Christian men, and 
especially Christian ministers, for the holy work. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

James Erwin, Secretary. Guo. Prcx, Chairman. 


—_—+ +> -»—____ 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PASTORAL 
ADDRESS. 


Your committee beg leave to report the following Pastoral 
Address: 
To tHE Memsers or tHE Mernopist Epriscopan Cuurcu: 
Dearty Bevovep Breruren,—As your pastors and represent- 
atives, at the close of a most important session of our General 
Conference, we deem it our duty to address to you a few words of 
Christian salutation and earnest counsel. 


Our session has been generally harmonious. However grave the 
28 


ot 
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questions we have been called upon to decide, whatever differences 
of opinion we have entertained, our deliberations have been kind 
and respectful, and, we trust, with a single eye to the glory of God. 
We doubt not this is to a great extent due to your faithful prayers 
in our behalf, for we are profoundly impressed with the evident 
fact that God has been with us, guarding the interests of His 
Church, and controlling our action for the future enlargement and 
greatly increased usefulness of our beloved Zion. 

We have received and welcomed your petitions upon various 
subjects as a gratifying evidence of your lively interest in the 
Church of God, and in all cases they have been most respectfully 
considered. We have endeavored to weigh carefully all the facts 
and arguments submitted to us, and to decide honestly and in the 
fear of God. ’ 

We have not deemed it wise to make fundamental changes in 
the constitution of the Church, nor to unsettle the general principles 
of administration under which we have so long and successfully 


labored. The Church needs stability, and it is most agreeable to 


us, as it doubtless is to you, to observe how firmly our beloved 
Church has adhered to all the principles of government inherited 
from the wisdom of the Fathers. 

But we may remind you that Methodism is eminently the child 
of Providence. It is flexible, but not revolutionary. Steadily 
adhering to its fundamental polity, it adjusts itself to all the new 
developments of the race in the progress of Christianity. 

You will accord to your representatives vigilant attention to any 
indications of a demand for readjusting our great system, when 
you remember that, four years since, suspecting that the time had 
come when we could usefully enjoy the privilege of Lay councils in 
our General Conference, we opened the way for you to settle this 
question by your own votes. You are aware that the results were 
such as to indicate a further postponement of this change, however 
desirable it might be. We, however, by no means regard the 
question so conclusively determined as to admit of no further 
inquiry or consideration. The respectful reception of a committee 
of highly esteemed brethren from the laity, the reference of their 
address to a large committee on that subject, as well as the action 
taken in reaffirming the principle, will, we trust, give general sat- 
isfaction. 

We have observed for some years what seemed to be sufficient 
indications that the work might in some instances be better accom- 
modated by extending the time during which a pastor might be 
allowed to minister to the same people. We have judged that the 
time for this change has arrived. We have therefore given the 
appointing power a discretion of three years instead of two. We 
hope this modification will have some tendency to relieve the 
Church without danger to our itinerancy, and that it will supersede 
all necessity for further discussions upon this subject. : 

We have held our session in the midst of the fearful agitations 
and struggles of war. Our nation has reached a most. eventful 
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crisis. - Ambitious and wicked men have led the people and States 
of the South into a most cruel and unprovoked rebellion. The 
Government has been ‘compelled to resist this rebellion by force, 
and the delegates of all the Annual Conferences, in General Con- 
ference assembled, have solemnly recognized this stern necessity. 
Our reports, resolutions, and acts, of which you have been already 
apprized, all sustained by unanimous votes, will show the Church 
and the world how heartily we are identified with the nation in her 
struggles, with our beloved army and navy in the deadly conflicts 
of this war, with the President and all other officers of Government 
in the grave responsibilities of their present position, and with sur- 
viving sufferers whether bond or free. 

We call your attention to the fact that slavery is the evident 

and guilty cause of this terrible war, and express to you our delib- 
erate opinion that there will be no peace or safety to the Republic 
till this vile usurpation is utterly destroyed. We have, therefore, 
resolved not only to sustain the Government most heartily in the 
struggle against treason, but in the high purpose to extirpate the 
guilty cause of the rebellion. And, in consistency with these reso- 
lutions, as well as under the highest sense of imperative duty, we 
have determined that the Methodist Episcopal Church shall, with 
the least possible delay, be delivered entirely from this enormous 
evil. We have, therefore, proposed to the Annual Conferences such 
a change in the General Rules as will hereafter leave no occasion 
for misunderstanding or controversy. Providence has at length 
mysteriously led us through the struggles of ages to the highest 
unity in the assertion and vindication of the highest right. Let us 
give the glory to God alone. 
- The war is not yet over. We can have no adequate idea of the 
wrongs yet to be endured, of the valuable lives yet to be sacrificed, 
before the nation’s new life shall be placed beyond the reach of the 
bloody hands which seek to destroy it; but we state to you calmly 
arid solemnly, that, in our judgment, all true patriots ought to 
regard their lives and treasures, without reservation, as subject to 
the exigencies of this conflict, until it is honorably and triumphantly - 
ended. - 

And especially do we urge you to obey, at all times, the great 
law of love; to pray for our unnatural enemies, as well as their 
surviving suffering victims—extending your most active sympathy 
to our numerous families and friends who mourn the loss of brave 
husbands, fathers, brothers, sons by this dreadful war. You will, 
we trust, on no account relax your efforts for the relief and Chris- 
tian education of the multitudes of freedmen now appealing to your 
humanity. We do also most earnestly commend to your devoted 
attention our suffering soldiers, and urge you to enlarged liberality 
in the support of those humane institutions, the Christian and San- 
itary Commissions. i j 

It becomes us, dear brethren, to humble ourselves in the dust in 
view of our manifold sins, individual and national. We are yet, 
it may be feared, a haughty and rebellious people, and God will 
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humble us. There can be no good reason to expect the restoration 
of order and unity until we properly deplore our sins and turn to 
God with deep self-abasement and fervent prayer. 

A gracious revival of religion, deep, pervading, and permanent, 
is the great demand of our times. We beg you, brethren, turn 
your most thoughtful and prayerful attention to this demand. Let 
God our heavenly Father behold us in tears and confidence before 
his throne, pleading night and day, through the Redeemer, for the 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon the Church; the nation, and the 
world. This is our only hope; let our faith command it and it 
shall be. 

We ask your special attention to the ordinances of God. We 
exhort you to attend regularly and faithfully to the ministry of 
the Word, the supper of the Lord, family and private prayer, 
searching the Scriptures, fasting or abstinence, and to such other 
means of grace as are required by the order of our Church. This 
is no time to neglect prayer or class-meetings. We beseech you, 
stir up each other to increased faithfulness in the use of these inval- 
uable religious privileges. 

We are anxious to secure more consistent and thorough atten- 
tion to the children of the Church. You will see in the new edition 
of the Discipline the advanced position we have taken for this pur- 
pose. We have long felt the need of some regular system of special 
religious instruction preparatory to voluntary probation in the 
Church. This we have now provided for all; requiring, however, 
the particular attention of the pastor to the training of our baptized 
children. To carry out this measure we shall need your faithful 
co-operation. Our Sunday-schools, as another indispensable means 
of early religious culture, are commended to your warm and faith- 
ful devotion. 

Our great missionary cause is growing rapidly in commanding 
importance and power. We entreat you to support it with in- 
creased liberality and fervent prayers, and especially by adopting, 
so far as practicable, the plans and methods recommended in the 

- Discipline. 

Our religious press is moving grandly forward among the evan- 
gelizing agencies of the day. We trust you will feel the importance 
of sustaining our own publishing houses. Circulate the books of 
the General Catalogue, supply our Sunday-schools with our own: 
books, and the people largely with our own tracts and authorized 
periodicals, and co-operate heartily with the American Bible Soci- 
ety in the distribution of the Word of God. 

We are greatly anxious for the more effective support of our 
institutions of learning. They yet lack concentration of effort, wise 
discrimination as to the most hopeful localities for our largest exer- 
tions, and adequate funds. Our Church building also demands more 
careful supervision and larger liberality. The time is approaching 
when we may hope that a powerful movement of the whole Church 
will bring adequate relief and secure proper development to both 
these departments of Christian enterprise. We are about complet- 
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ing the first century of Methodism on this continent. Plans will 
be submitted to‘your prayerful consideration, and for your hearty 
co-operation, for the celebration of this glorious centenary, and in- 
viting your thank offerings for the enlargement of our great work, 
especially by means of education, Church extension, and the organ- 
ization and direction of the missionary spirit. May we beg you 
to enter most earnestly into these plans, and thus contribute effect- 
ively to the salvation of souls and the glory of God. 
By order of the General Conference. 
JEssE T. Prcx, 
JOSEPH CASTLE, 


: a ae oi Committee. 


ral 


N. E. Cosieien, 
W. H. Ferris, 


——_—_—4 +> 


BIBLE CAUSE. 


R.—Journal, pages 172, 210, 225. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BIBLE CAUSE. 


The Committee on the Bible Cause having considered the sub- 
ject referred to them with especial reference to the action of the 
American Bible Society, through whose agency our Church’s efforts 
in behalf of Bible circulation are made, respectfully report: 

That the action of the American Bible Society during the past 
four years has been highly satisfactory both for its energy and its 
judiciousness. The statistics of the Society’s operations, some por- 
tions of which are herewith submitted, will, your committee believe, 
fully justify to the General Conference and the Church generally 
this expression of satisfaction by your committee. We also cheer- 
fully record our gratification with the broad and impartial catho- 
licity evinced in ail the actions of the American Bible Society. We 
believe that it is the settled conviction and sentiment of our whole 
Church that our relations to the cause of Bible publication and dis- 
tribution through that Society are especially good, and deserving to 
be cherished and perpetuated. 4% 

The reports of the Society show a most gratifying progress in 
its receipts and expenditures, and in the distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures. The total receipts, including donations and sales, were 
as follows: 





Boe, L860 UEOCE dh weed 06s 1SacsaS) - atop ice he $389,551 52 
TO LALR GE Pees Pcs aie ASS 265.4 wh A atris bee 378,132 08 
MBG 20 ESOS) crsc eree ns chaste) « 0) 4)aiaaieie a) S/e/s]0.e! sini piainialecs 422.588 00 
1863, 1864....... EERIE Bet AA, be 560,578 60 
' Total for four years.......s.c00. socvecees $1,750,850 20 


mi ‘ 
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bed . 
Isgues Of copies of the Scriptures for four years have been: 


Volumes. 

TRS USE! 9. 2 AISIRIONT SORIANO PIP ICIOE OSS. ASO a 721.878 
BS GIL Fi] BGI is py-0's texv'iar eke ieie ibis oheber eis iolt s Sieleie eheisienels is eee 1,093,842 
EON IY. aie ace lca tae 7 Uli. 5 amare 1,259,117 
TTA. Sa eter gible aie ole Dio ey esr SERA BY 2 1,500,578 
Mptaltfor foun Veawss ./245 5. sk. sietate o/c siete ntee! opine niwte wes 4,575,415 


Grants in funds to the foreign work have amounted to: 


Wor HSG60; (VSON toi the ctapaky. | pein sraieyeays aus ores 9 1g SAE SRE SES $22,283 90 
PEGI RGF re roa Mia ahte Bas ee espe 29 aan 28,800 00 
SO RMD od ola ote ions cepslnllc! ele veVal aizydievere eicliestalciei-iel isiepeacie 39,365 00 
Fees 2664200, PCO e SOR Med Ate 60,063 92 

Total for four years..... Fs fotderdiotg ab echelte tes $150,512 82 


These grants show only what has been giveninmoney. Besides 
this, much has been done for the foreign field by printing and issu- 
ing at home for foreign use the Holy Scriptures in foreign lan- 
guages, the expenses of which are not comprised in the above state- 
ment. 

The grants made by the Society to the Foreign Missions of our 
Church have been all that could be desired as to their amounts and 
the cheerful liberality with which they have been given. They 
have been as follows: ; 


TREO USE bed 5 a nmme media d coe aalten abi da eee ee $6,250 00 
ASG) 18GS, cen case ac toca Sarthe recent ae meen 9,750 00 
SGD WS Gorn retarsuls rales we Sere aVslee) otlesois ora eer secsa sinisiaae 8,200 00 
TOS e iO Serene oete caw » oeitn.s tei aneaten tare « See Maer 11,000 00 

Potal\ for foun years). ts i) Mon ase lave iggy had $35,200 00 


The above is exclusive of grants made to the Bulgarian Mission, 
which is supplied by the agent of the Society at Constantinople, 
and also of the books donated directly to our missions by the 
Parent Society. 

We rejoice to be assured from the Annual Circular of the So- 
ciety that “the army and navy have been freely supplied through 
the United States Christian Commission, Auxiliary Bible Societies, 
agents, chaplains, and other distributing agencies. Besides the very 
large circulation by local Bible societies, specific grants have been 
made by the Board of Managers for soldiers, prisoners of war, ete., 
of 362,802 volumes to the United States Christian Commission, and 
distributed by it without cost to this Society. The total number 
of Bibles, Testaments, and parts of Scripture granted for the army 
and navy within the past two years is 766,075 volumes.” 

The collections. made by our Churches, and reported in the An- 
nual Minutes for the last four years, are also given below. It is, 
however, only just to add that these comprise only a part of the 
contributions of our people to that cause, as in many cases our peo- 
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ple co-operate with local associations, and their contributions. do 
not appear in our Church statistics: 





MOU ope UT RE eee Sigh SER TET EaERE cena saeiaes en $39,903 00 
FeO tere 3 Memos eh cos cist sivas aeees ease 40,176 00 
RGD Genk MER Ee Sada s What alee they FA 36,187 06 
SOS sick Ty ee ee 55,685 28 

Total for four years........esecececeeeveeees $171,951 29 


Your committee would respectfully submit the following for the 
action of the General Conference: 

Resolved, by the General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Chureh, That the relations of our Church with the American 
Bible Society have been most salutary in their operations and re- 
sults, and we gladly recognize that Society as an efficient agency 
for the diffusion of the Holy Scriptures throughout the world. 

Resolved, That we congratulate our people in view of their 
steady and persistent liberality toward that Society, and we com- 
mend it to their continued confidence and beneficence. 

Danie Curry, Chairman. 


—_—__——=+ +> -—_—__—_ 


TEMPERANCE. 
S.—Journal, pages 226, 265. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 


Your committee report an urgent necessity for special efforts to 
stay the advancing ravages of intemperance. The old position of 
total abstinence needs to be restated and enforced; the growing 
tendency to social drinking should be checked, and, as far as may 
be, the youth rescued from the more open forms of this deadly 
vice. 

We have only to indicate our duty as a Church, leaving the em- 
ployment of outside social or political agencies to be determined by 
individual conscience. We therefore submit the following: 

1. Resolved, That this General Conference recommend each pastor 
to preach specifically upon the subject, to point out the danger of 
social and the more public and common forms of intemperance, and 
to urge total abstinence from®all that can intoxicate. 

9. Resolved, That the editors of our Church papers be requested 
to publish in their columns such articles on this subject as shall at 
once instruct and interest, pointing out the evil and the cure. 

3. Resolved, That our publishers be requested not to neu- 
tralize the teaching of such articles by the insertion of advertise- 
ments of alcoholic drinks, notwithstanding they may be called by 
some other name. 
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4, Resolved, That we earnestly recommend that in all cases the 
pure juice of the grape be used in the celebration of the Lord’s 
supper. ‘ 

T. M. Eppy, Chairman. 





FREEDMEN. 
T.—Journal, pages 184, 266. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FREEDMEN. 


Your committee would respectfully submit the following state- 
ment and resolutions : 

In the present struggle of our country for nationality, liberty, and 
law, God manifestly is causing the wrath of man to praise him. A 
rebellion begun in the interests of American slavery; a ruthless 
war, prosecuted by rebels for the extension and perpetuation of 
this “sum of all villainies,” is now certain to cause its overthrow 
and extinction, and prepare the way for the elevation of the people 
it has so long crushed and degraded. 

The national policy, fully inaugurated January 1, 1863, by the 
Proclamation of Emancipation, a measure the government was 
providentially led to adopt, is producing results which philanthro- 
pists, patriots, and Christians everywhere must regard with pro- 
found interest. Under it our every success becomes a triumph of 
humanity and freedom. As our armies have advanced, reclaim- 
ing territory in Virginia, along the Atlantic coast, on the shores 
of the Gulf, and in the Valley of the Mississippi, multitudes of 
slaves, hailing their jubilee, have sought and found refuge under 
our flag. These multitudes are augmented by every advance of 
our lines. : 

The whole South is so impoverished by the war that these freed 
people, men, women, and children, come to us in a condition of 
wretchedness and suffering. By order of our government they 
are collected into camps and supplied with food. But they have 
other pressing wants, only to be relieved by benevolent efforts in 
their behalf. “This work of charity has given rise to the societies 
comprised in the “ United States Commission for the Relief of the 
National Freedmen,” and others co-operating therewith, organized 
to aid the government in supplying the physical wants of this 
people, to establish schools among them, and send them teachers 
and books, and thus, by elevating, prepare them for the privileges 
and duties of freemen. The government accepts this co-operation, 
furnishes transportation for goods and books, and where practica- 
ble, supplies the teachers with rations. 

These freed people are proving themselves worthy of the efforts 
made in their behalf. Amid all the sufferings incident to their 
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transition from slavery to freedom there is much to assure our hopes. 
The able-bodied men enlist as soldiers, or engage as laborers, either 
in the national service or with private parties; even the women and 
boys able to work find employment. These soldiers have vindi- 
cated their bravery; the laborers are supporting themselves by 
compensated labor. As soon as their most pressing physical wants 
are relieved, they ask for teachers and books. This appeal comes 
from every freedman’s camp and leased plantation and colored 
regiment. They welcome their teachers as the best among their 
benefactors ; they receive books, so long withheld from them, as 
though they were the pledge of every restored right. Whether 
old or young, they study with eagerness and learn rapidly, even 
amid their privations, and many are animated in these efforts by 
the hope of reading the Holy Scriptures for themselves. At 
several points. they have been organized into quiet, orderly, and 
+hrifty communities. Wherever properly cared for they may soon 
become qualified for the blessings and responsibilities of freedom. 

But dwarfed by slavery, they, as a race, are children, subject to 
become victims of the heartless and avaricious. To make their 
freedom a blessing, our government must foster them, and protect 
those laboring for their relief and elevation until they acquire 
habits of economy, self-reliance, and self-government, and are 
inspired with respect for marriage, the family, and home. They 
are now the laborers on abandoned and confiscated plantations, 
leased or sold by government; their labor is and will be needed 
throughout the South, and they should be stimulated to industry 
by the guarantee of equitable compensation. Some of them have 
purchased confiscated lands; the thrift and enterprise of all should 
be developed, and their interest in peaceful government cherished 
by encouragement to become proprietors of the soil forfeited by 
rebels and traitors. Congress has directed its attention to this 
subject, and measures are now pending for the creation of a Bureau 
suitable to supervise and control these important interests, 

The grave problem in regard to this people, which has long 
baffled both statesmen and Christians, is being wrought out in our 
own day. While the government is investing the neglected and 
despised bondmen with freedom, the way opens for Christian 
benevolence to throw around them those elevating influences of 
civilization by which they may be prepared for the higher achieve- 
ments of man. The way opens for the Church of Christ to 
carry to them a Gospel which, instead of countenancing their serv- 
itude, sanctions their liberty, and recognizes their manhood. | 

Therefore, by the General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, be it | } 

1. Resolved, That in the events which have thrown the thousands 
of freed people upon the benevolence of the humane and loyal 
people of the North, we recognize a providential call to the Chris- 
tian public for contributions for their physical relief and mental 
and moral elevation, and especially to the Church of Christ for the 
means of their evangelization. 


449 Journal of the General Conference, 1864. [U, I 


2. Resolved, That the above-named associations, organized in 
behalf of the freed people, are engaged in a work of benevolence 
that. we regard with special interest, and commend to the liberality 
of our people everywhere as worthy of their sympathy and support. 

3. Resolved, That the best interests of the freedmen and of the. 
country demand legislation that shall foster and protect this 
people, and we hereby respectfully but earnestly urge upon Congress 
the importance of establishing, as soon as practicable, a Bureau of 
Freedmen’s Affairs, as contemplated in the bills now pending, 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
S. Y. Monron, Secretary. KE. Toomson, Chairman. 
® PHILADELPHIA, May 20, 1864. 


Ot 2? 0 __—_—- 


TEMPORAL ECONOMY. 


U, |.—Journal, page 192. 
REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTERED FUND. 


To THE Bisnorps anp Mempers or THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
or THE M, E. Cuurcn, merrine in Pamapenpuia, May, 1864, 


Dear Fatuers and Breturen,— We herewith present the 
usual quadrennial statement of the affairs and funds of the Char- 
tered Fund of the M. E. Church, showing the state of the Fund at 
the last annual meeting, held January 6, 1864: 








Amount of Invested Funds at the above date..........-.-e..--- $21,850 50 
Wnitvested Wunds,"'.°, Co oe eT pies IS oe ein Ae ne 1,683 80 
Dota hitis sv toes Sah) AM aoe ee dee OGUE BERR R el $23,534 30 
Amount as per statement of 1860: 
Invested Hands: ari. AUG i agtyge 4 te $23,294 00 
WuinyastediPunds ysis’. v3.0 eed Ag 210 00 
Oba ain co sips alere'aiso apart hi es patel gett Sone $23,504 00 
Increase. ges... ee ee eee 30 30 $23,534 30. 


Of the amount of $1,683 80 Uninvested Funds above reported, 
$1,6C0 was, on the sixteenth day of J anuary, invested by authority 
of the Trustees in the United States 5-20 six per cent. Registered 
Bonds. So that the whole Fund, as it is now invested, is as follows: 


Bonds and Mortgages of Real Estate..............ccecececucceee $16,600 00 
82 shares North American Insurance Co. stock........... Beret HHI i: 779 00 
21 shares Union Mutual Insurance Co. stock...............0..... 4 420 00 
Eiroiihd Renteii ua dwels:  Aotosedd amenable Secatycags (a amek 2,850 00 
Philadelphia City 6 per cent Loan.........- sie Niel (¢'> spore lore, aside wha 201 50 
United States 5-20 6 per cent. Registered Bonds................... 2,600 00 
Palence uninvested ¢ co. ae dec eadiet scree ee AO 83 80 





Making together a total of........ Peewee reece cere eeeeees $23,534 30 
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_ Since the last report the Trustees have been enabled to pay the 
following dividends to each of the Annual Conferences of the M. 
E. Church: 
i In 1860, $25 to each of the Annual Conferences. 
In 1861, 25 “ alt dott « 
In 1862, 25~ “ “ & w 
In 1863, 30 “6 « a 66 


The dividend for the year 1864 is also thirty dollars to each 
of the Annual Conferences, as they stood on the 6th of January, 
1864. An 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Tuomas Wiumer, President. « 
Artuur M. Burton, Secretary. 
p Joun Wuireman, Zreasurer. 

PHILADELPHIA, May 17th, 1864. 


U, I1.—Journal, page 142. 


REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPORAL 
ECONOMY. 


The Committee on Temporal Economy respectfully report : 

1. That they deem it inexpedient for the General Conference to 
make more stringent rules in relation to members who fail to sup- 
port the institutions of religion according to their ability, as pro- 
posed by the Ohio Conference. 

2. The committee also report adversely to striking out of the 
Discipline the 21st and 22d paragraphs of the answer to question 
1, in Part II, chap. ii, § 12, providing for a yearly subseription im 
those circuits that can bear it, etc.; said paragraph having frater- 
nal purposes, and being of service still in some parts of our work. 

; J. Porrer, Chairman. 


x89 re ——_ 


U, I1,—Journal, pages 142, 228. 


REPORT NO. Il OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPORAL 
ECONOMY. 


Ivrea L—The Committee on Temporal Economy have duly con- 
sidered the subject of restoring the paragraph stricken from the 
Discipline four years ago, relating to the accountability of the 
Church for deficiencies in the payment of allowances to preachers, 
as in case of debt, and recommend that the following words be 
added to Part I, chap. i, § 1, page 282, paragraph 4: ‘In no case, 


- 
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however, shall the Church or Conference be holden accountable for 
‘any deficiency, as in the case of debt.” sper 

Ire II.—The Committee on Temporal Economy, having con- 
sidered the subject of the support of bishops referred to them, 
beg leave to recommend the modification of Part II, § 3, pages 96 
and 97, so that it shall read thus: ' 

Question.—What provision shall be made for the support of 
bishops, and the widows and children of deceased bishops ? 

Answer.—lIt shall be the duty of the Book Committee at New 
York to make an estimate of the amount necessary to furnish a 
competent support to each bishop residing east of the Alleghany 
Mountains, considering the number and condition of his family, and 
the amount necessary to assist the widows and children of deceased 
bishops residing within the same territory; and it shall be the duty 
of the Book Committee at Cincinnati to make a similar estimate - 
with regard to bishops and the widows and children of bishops 
residing west of the Alleghany Mountains, and the bishops are 
authorized to draw on the Book Concern for said amount, and also 
for their traveling expenses. The bishop presiding at an Annual 
Conference, within whose bounds a widow or orphan of a deceased 
bishop may reside, shall be authorized to draw on the Book Con- 
cern for such amount as may be estimated as aforesaid. 
James Porter, Chairman. 


U, IV.—Journal, page 191. 


REPORT NO. Il OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPORAL 
ECONOMY. 


1. The Committee on Temporal Economy have considered the 

resolution of M. Himebaugh in relation to supporting Conference 
claimants, and beg leave to report that they deem it inexpedient 
to alter the Discipline as proposed. The whole subject is now left 
to the Annual Conferences, as they think it should be. 
' 2. The committee also beg leave to report that they are unable 
to recommend any plan for the more equitable division of the divi. 
dends of the Book Concern among Conference claimants, proposed 
in a resolution offered by L. D. White, and referred for their con- 
sideration. 

_ Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to prepare 
and report some method by which societies in the newer and 
weaker portions of our extended field may be assisted in securing 
‘suitable houses of worship. 


J. Porter, Chairman. 
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U, V.—Journal, pages 225, 266. 


REPORT NO. IV OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPORAL 
ECONOMY. 


OF THE CHARTERED FUND. 


The Committee on Temporal Economy have examined the quad- 
rennial report of the Trustees of the Chartered Fund, and beg leave 
to recommend the following resolutions for adoption by the Con- 
ference: 

Resolved, 1, By the members of the General Conference, that 
we have full confidence in the wisdom and integrity of the Trust- 
ees of the Chartered Fund, and we hereby tender to them our 
grateful acknowledgments for the faithful manner in which they 
‘ have managed the trust confided to them. 

Resolved, 2, That the Secretary of this Conference be instructed 
to forward a copy of the foregoing resolution to Thomas Wilmer, 
Esq., President of the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, J. Porter, Chairman. © 


————+ ar 





CENTENARY OF AMERICAN METHODISM. 


V.—Journal, pages 209, 253. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CENTENARY OF 
AMERICAN METHODISM. 


Whereas, Methodism in the United States of America will com- 
plete the first century of its history in 1866 ; 

And whereas, under the special blessing of God, it has risen in 
power and extended in usefulness to a degree hardly paralleled in 
the history of the Church ; 

And especially in view of the many thousands that have been 
saved through its instrumentality, the influence it has exerted upon 
the theology of its times and the evangelization of the world, we 
deem it right to observe the closing period of this first centenary 
with special solemnities and pious offerings, which shall present 
before God some humble expression of our devout gratitude, and 
lead to a renewed consecration of ourselves, our services and means 
to the glory of our Divine Master; therefore be it 

Resolved, By the delegates of the Annual Conferences of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in General Conference assembled, as 
follows: pial ' 

1. The centenary of Methodism in America shall be celebrated 
by all our churches and people with devout thanksgiving, by spe- 
cial religious services and liberal thank offerings. 
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2. This celebration shall commence on the first Tuesday in 
October, 1866, and continue through the month, at such times and 
places as may best suit the convenience of the Societies. " 

3. The primary object of the celebration shall be the spiritual 
improvement of our members, and especially by reviewing the 
great things God hath wrought for us, the cultivating of feelings 
of gratitude for the blessings received through the agency of 
Methodism. 

4. As the gratitude of the heart ever seeks expression in out- 
ward acts, we invite as a spontaneous offering to Almighty God 
on this occasion pecuniary contributions from each “according as 
God hath prospered him,” to be so appropriated as to render more 
efficient in the century to come those institutions and agencies to 
which the Church has been so deeply indebted in the century 

ast. 
ss 5. Two departments of Christian enterprise shall be placed 
before our people, one connectional, central, and monumental, the 
other local and distributive, and all shall be urged to make liberal 
appropriations to both according to their own discretion. 

6. The Board of Bishops shall appoint twelve traveling preach- 
ers and twelve laymen, who, in connection with the members of 
their own Board, shall be a committee to determine to what 
objects and in what proportions the moneys raised as connectional 
funds shall be appropriated, and have power to take all steps 
necessary to their proper distribution. 

7. The local funds shall be appropriated to the cause of educa- 
tion and church extension under the direction of a committce con- 
sisting of an equal number of ministers and laymen appointed by 
the several Annual Conferences within the bounds of which they 
are raised. 

8. Each Annual Conference shall provide for the delivery of a 
memorial sermon before its own body at the session next preced- 
ing the centennial celebration, and also appoint a committee of an 
equal number of ministers and laymen to give advice and direction 
for the appropriate celebration of the centennial in our principal 
Churches. 

9. As the highest authority of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
we commend this whole subject to the prayerful consideration of 
every minister, traveling and local, and every official and private 
member of the Church, calling for the most Systematic and 
energetic efforts everywhere to carry out in their true spirit these 
noble plans ; and after due consideration, we deem it right to ask 
for and to expect not less than two millions of dollars for achieve. 
ments which will be worthy of our great and honored Church, and 
which shall show to our descendants to the latest generations the 
gratitude we feel for the wonderful Providence which originated 
and has so largely blessed and prospered our beloved Church. _ 

10. We cordially invite our brethren in all the branches of the 
great Methodist family, in this and in other lands, to unite with us 
in this grand Centennial Celebration, that together we may lift our 
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eee f, 
thanksgivings to the God of our fathers, and renew our consecra- 
tion to his spiritual service. 

J. B. Waxeey, Secretary: D. Patren, Chairman. 





—— 


TRUSTEESHIP OF GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
W.7—Journal, page 195. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PLAN OF TRUST- 
EESHIP OF GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


The Committee on the Plan of Trusteeship for the General Con- 
_ ference would present the following : 

In the judgment of your committee there is a pressing neces- 
sity that some measure of this kind should be inaugurated in the 
Church. The plan we propose we think will meet this necessity. 
It can at least do no harm, and may result in much practical good ; 
it may save to the Church donations, bequests, etc., which otherwise 
would be lost to it. We therefore recommend that the following 
question and answer be inserted in the Discipline in the chapter 
on temporal economy : 

“ Quest. 1. What shall be done for the better security of dona- 
tions, bequests, grants, etc., made for benevolent purposes to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States of America? 

« Answ. 1. The General Conference shall appoint and perpetuate 
a Board of Trustees, composed of ministers and laymen, consisting 
of not less than five nor more than nine, who shall be invested 
with corporate powers, and shall be authorized to receive and hold 
in trust for the benefit of the Methodist Episcopal Church, under 
the direction of the General Conference, any and all donations, 
bequests, grants, etc., made to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
not specially designated or directed, but simply made to the 
© Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States of America,’ 

“©1, When any such donation, bequest, grant, etc., is made to 
the Church, it shall be the duty of the preacher in the bounds of 
whose charge it occurs to give an early notice thereof to the 
Board, who shall proceed without delay to take possession of the 
same, according to the provisions of their charter. 

«9. The Board shall make a faithful report of their doings, and 
of funds or property on hand, at each quadrennial session of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and all 
donations thus reported and received shall be disposed of by order 
of’ the General Conference for the benefit of the Methodist Episco- . 
pal Church in the United States.” 

The committee would’ further recommend to the General Con- 
ference the passage of the following resolutions : 

“1, Resolved, That the foregoing Board shall be located at Cin- 
cinnati, in the State of Ohio. 
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“2, Resolved, That the following persons be and are hereby 
appointed to fill the said Board, to wit: Rev. D. W. Clark, Rev. 
J. M. Trimble, Rev. W. Nast, Rev. A. Poe, Rev. W. Young, A. 
N. Riddle, Esq., M. B. Hagans, Esq., T. H. Whetstone, Esq., and 
John Fudge, Esq. ; 

“3, Resolved, That the Board so appointed are hereby instructed 
early to take steps to secure corporate powers under the laws of 
the State of Ohio, under the name and style of ‘The Board of 
Trustees of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States,’ to enable them legally to execute the 
prescribed trusts.” , 

Respectfully submitted, Wm. Youne, 
EK. H. Pitcuer, 
A. CxHurcH, 
. W. TERRELL, 
Jas. Lawson, 
K. P. Jervis, 
Jno. Mizzy. 


RITUAL. 


X, 1.—Journal, pages 122, 146. 


REPORT NO. I OF COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE 
RITUAL. 


The Committee upon the Revision of the Church Ritual beg 


leave to report in part, and recommend for adoption the following 
three forms, to wit: 


it 
FORM FOR RECEIVING PERSONS INTO THE CHURCH AFTER 
PROBATION. 


Upon the day appointed, all that are to be received shall be called forward, and the 
Minister, addressing the congregation, shall SAY, 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN,—The Scriptures teach us that the 
Church is the household of God, the body of which Christ is the 
Head, and that it is the design of the Gospel to bring together in 
one all who are in Christ. The fellowship of the Church is the 
communion that its members enjoy, one with another. The ends 

_ of this fellowship are, the maintenance of sound doctrine, and. of 
the ordinances of Christian worship, and the exercise of that power 
of godly admonition and discipline which Christ has committed to 
his Church for the promotion of holiness. . It is the duty of allmen . 
to unite in this fellowship, for it is only those that “ be planted in.the 
house of the Lord, that shall flourish in the. courts of our God,” 
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Its more particular duties are, to promote peace and unity ; to bear 
one another’s burdens; to prevent each other’s stumbling; to seek 
the intimacy of friendly society among themselves; to continue 
steadfast in the faith and worship of the Gospel; and to pray and 
sympathize with each other. Among its privileges are, peculiar 
incitements to holiness from the hearing of God’s word and sharing 
in Christ’s ordinances; the being placed under the watchful eare of 
pastors, and the enjoyment of the blessings which are promised 
only to those who are of the household of faith. Into this holy 
fellowship the persons before you, who have already received thé 
sacrament of baptism and have been under the care of proper lead- 
ers for six months on trial, come seeking admission. We now 
propose, in the fear of God, to question them as to their faith and 
purposes, that you may know that they are proper persons to be 
admitted into the Church. 


Then addressing the applicants for admission, the Minister shall say: ; 


Dearly beloved, you are come hither seeking the great priv- 
ilege of union with the Church our Saviour has purchased with his 
own blood. We rejoice in the grace of God vouchsafed unto you 
in that He has called you to be His followers, and that thus far 
you have run well. You have heard how blessed are the privileges 
and how solemn are the duties of membership in Christ’s Church ; 
and before you are fully admitted thereto, it is proper that you do 
here publicly renew your vows, confess your faith, and declare 
your purpose, by answering the following questions : ; 

Do you here, in the presence of God and of this congregation, 
renew the solemn promise contained in the baptismal covenant, 
ratifying and confirming the same, and acknowledging yourselves 
bound faithfully to observe and keep that covenant ? 

Answ. I do. : 

Have you saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Answ. I trust I have. 

Do you believe in the doctrines of Holy Scripture, as set forth 
in the Articles of Religion of the Methodist Episcopal Church ? 

Answ. I do. : 

Will you cheerfully be governed by the rules of the Methodist 
_ Episcopal Church, hold sacred the ordinances of God, and endeavor, 
as much as in you lies, to promote the welfare of your brethren 
and the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom? 

Answ. I will. ; 

Will you contribute of your earthly substance, according to your 
ability, to the support of the Gospel and the various benevolent 
enterprises of the Church ? 

Answ. I will. : 

Then the Minister, addressing the Church, shall say ; 

Brethren, you have heard the responses given to our inquiries, 
Have any of you reason to allege why these persons should not be 
received into full membership in the Church ? 

29 


450 Journal of the General Conference, 1864. Exes. 


No objection being alleged, the Minister shall say to the candidates : 


We welcome you to the communion of the Church of God; and 
in testimony of our Christian affection and the cordiality with 
which we receive you, I hereby extend to you the right hand of 
fellowship; and may God grant that you may be a faithful and use- 
ful member of the Church militant till you are called to the fellow 
ship of the Church triumphant, which is “ without fault before the 
throne of God.” 


Then shall the Minister offer extemporary prayer. 





bo i 
FORM FOR LAYING THE CORNER-STONE OF A CHURCH. 


‘The Minister standing near the place where the stone is to be laid, shall say unto the 
Congregation, 


Drarty BELOvED,—We are taught in the word of God that, 
although the heaven of heavens cannot contain the Eternal One, 
much less the walls of temples made with hands, yet his delight is 
ever with the sons of men, and that, wherever two or three are 
gathered in His name, there is He in the midst of them. And in 
all ages His servants have separated certain places for His wor- 
ship: as Jacob erected a stone in Bethel for God’s house; as 
Moses made a tabernacle in the desert ; as Solomon builded a tem- 
ple for the Lord, which He filled with the glory of His presence 
before all the people. We are now assembled to lay the corner- 
stone of a new house for the worship of the God of our fathers. 
Let us not doubt that he will favorably approve our godly pur- 
pose, and let us now devoutly unite in singing his praise, and in 
prayer for his blessing on this our undertaking. 


/ 


Let one of the Hymns 959-963 be sung. 


Then shail the Minister say, 
Let us pray. 


Most glorious God, the heaven is Thy throne and the earth is Thy 
footstool: what house then can be builded for Thee, or where is 
the place of Thy rest? Yet, blessed be Thy name, O Lord God, 
that it hath pleased Thee to have Thy habitation among the sons 
of men, and to dwell in the midst of the assembly of the saints 
upon the earth. And now, especially, we render thanks unto Thy 
holy name that it hath pleased Thee to put it into the hearts of 
Thy servants to erect in this place a house for Thy worship. We 
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thank Thee for Thy grace which has inclined them to contribute of 
their substance for the glory of Thy name: and we pray Thee to 
continue Thy blessing upon their pious undertaking. Amen. . 

May many unite with them in their holy work, until this habita- 
tion of Thy house shall be completed, and ready for dedication to 
Thy service, free from all debt or claim of man. Amen. 

May peace and harmony prevail in the counsels of Thy servants, 
and may no selfish or divided aims find place among them. May 
the work of this building be completed without hurt or accident to 
any person. And when Thou shalt have prospered the work of 
their hands upon them, and this house shall be prepared and fin- 
ished for Thy service, grant that all who shall enjoy the benefit of 
this pious work, may show forth their thankfulness, by making a 
right use of it, to the glory of Thy blessed Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Grant that all who shall hereafter worship Thee in the temple 
here to be builded, may so serve and please Thee in all holy exer- 
cises of godliness, that in the end they may come to that temple on 
high, even to the holy places, made without hands, whose builder 
and maker is God. Amen. 

Hear us, O Lord, for. Thou art our God in whom we trust. 
And when we shall cease to pray unto Thee on earth, may we, 
with all those who in like manner have erected such places to Thy 
name, and with all Thy saints and redeemed ones, eternally, praise 
Thee for all Thy goodness vouchsafed unto us here on earth and 
laid up for us there in heaven. Amen. 

Accept these our prayers, we beseech Thee, for the sake of Thy 
dear Son, and to Thee, the only true and living God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, be honor, praise, and glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 


Then shall the Minister read the following Psalm, or the Minister and people may read 
it in alternate verses; the parts in italics to be read by the people. 


Psalm cxxxii. 


Lord, remember David, and all.his afflictions : 

“How he sware unto the Lord, and vowed unto the mighty God 
of Jacob ; 

Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go 
up into my bed; 

TI will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to my eyelids, 

Until I find out a place for the Lord, 

A habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. | 

Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the 
wood. 

We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his foot- 
stool. 

Arise, O Lord, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness ; 
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And let thy saints shout for joy. . 

For thy servant David's sake, turn not away the face of thine 
anointed. ' 

The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn 
from it; 

Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. 

If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I 
shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for 
evermore. 

For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his 
habitation. 

This is my rest forever; here will I dwell; for I have desired it. 

LT will abundantly bless her provision: 

I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

I will also clothe her priests with salvation : 

And her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 

There will I make the horn of David to bud: 

I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 

His enemies will I clothe with shame: 

But upon himself shall his crown flourish. 


The Lesson. 1 Cor. iii, 9-23. 


For we are laborers together with God: ye are God’s hus- 
bandry, ye are God’s building. According to the grace of God 
which is given unto me, as a wise master-builder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble; every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire 
shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. “If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. Know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
Tf any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for 
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. Let no man 
deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in 
this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. For the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written 
Tle taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord 
knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. Therefore 
Jet no man glory in men. For all things are yours; whether Paul 
or Apollos, ve Cephas, or the oe or life, or death, or things 

resent, or things to come; all are yours: Yhrist’s : 
and Christ is Gods, ee Oa ee 


Then shall follow the Sermon, or an Address suitable to the occasion, after which the 
contributions of the people shall be received. 
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Then shall the minister, standing by the stone, exhibit to the congregation a box to be 
placed in an excavation of the stone. It may contain a copy of the Bible, the Hymn 
Book, the Discipline, the Church Almanac for the year, Church periodicals of 
recent date, the names of the Pastor, Trustees, and Building Committee of the 
Church, with such other documents as may be desired. A list of these may be 
read, after which the Minister may deposit the box in the stone and cover wt: and the 
stone shall be laid and adjusted by the Minister, assisted by the builder. 


Then shall the Minister say, 


In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, we lay this corner-stone for the foundation of a house to be 
builded and consecrated to the service of Almighty God, according 
¥; the order and usages of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

men. 


The service may conclude with extemporary prayer, the Lord's Prayer, and the 
Benediction. 


TIL 


FORM FOR THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH. 
The Congregation being assembled im the Church, the Minister shall say, 


Derarty Betoven, The Scriptures teach us that God is well 
pleased with those who build Temples to His name. We have 
heard how He filled the Temple of Solomon with His glory, and 
how in the Second Temple He manifested himself still more glo- 
riously. And the Gospel approves and commends the centurion 
who built a synagogue for the people. Let us not doubt that He 
will also favorably approve our purpose of dedicating this place in 
solemn manner, for the performance of the several offices of relig- 
ious worship; and let us now devoutly join in praise to his Name, 
that this godly undertaking hath been so far completed ; and in 
prayer for His further blessing upon all who have been engaged 
therein, and upon all who shall hereafter worship His name in this 
place. - 


Let one of the Hymns 964-971 be sung, and extemporary Prayer be offered, the Con- 
. gregation all kneeling. : 


Then shall the Minister, or some one appointed by him, read 
The First Lesson. 2 Chron. vi, 18-33. . 


But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth? 
behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ; 


Xv 


how much less this house which I have built? Have respect, 


454 Journal of the General Conference, 1864. [X, I. 


therefore, to the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, O 
Lord my God, to hearken unto the ery and the prayer which thy 
servant prayeth before thee: that thine eyes may be open upon 
this house day and night, upon the place whereof thou hast said 
that thou wouldest put thy name there; to hearken unto the 
prayer which thy servant prayeth toward this place. Hearken, 
therefore, unto the supplications of thy servant, and of thy people 
Israel, which they shall make toward this place: hear thou from 
thy dwelling place, even from heaven; and when thou hearest, 
forgive. 

If a man sin against his neighbor, and an oath be laid upon him 
to make him swear, and the oath come before thine altar in this 
house; then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge thy serv- 
ants, by requiting the wicked, by recompensing his way upon his 
own head ; and by justifying the righteous, by giving him accord- 
ing to his righteousness. 

And if thy people Israel be put to the worse before the enemy, 
because they have sinned against thee; and: shall return and con- 
fess thy name, and pray and make supplication before thee in this 
house; then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive the sin of thy 
people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou 
gavest to them and to their fathers. 

When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they 
have sinned against thee; yet if they pray toward this place, and 
confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou dost afflict 
them ; then hear thou from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 
servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou hast taught them the 
good way, wherein they should walk; and send rain upon thy 
land, which thou hast given unto thy people for an inheritance. 

If there be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence, if there be 
blasting, or mildew, locusts, or caterpillars ; if their enemies besiege 
them in the cities of their land; whatsoever sore, or whatsoever 
sickness there be; then what prayer or what supplication soever 
shall be made of any man, or of all thy people Israel, when every 
one shall know his own sore, and his own grief, and shall spread 
forth his hands in this house: then hear thou from heaven thy 
dwelling place, and forgive, and render unto every man according 
unto all his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou only 
knowest the hearts of the children of men 3) that they may fear 
thee, to walk in thy ways, so long as they live in the land which 
thou gavest unto our fathers. 

Moreover concerning the stranger, which is not of thy people 
Israel, but is come from a far country for thy great name’s sake, 
and thy mighty hand, and thy stretched-out arm ; if they come 
and pray in this house; then hear thou from the heavens, even 
from thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger 
calleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may know thy 
name, and fear thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may know that 
this house which I have built is called by thy name. 
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The Second Lesson. Heb. x, 19-26. 


Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath con- 
secrated for us, through the vail, that is to say, his flesh; and 
having a High Priest over the house of God; let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 
_ pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering ; (for he is faithful that promised ;) and let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love and to good works; not forsak: 
ing the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another; and_ so much the more, as ye see 
the day approaching. For if we sin willfully after that- we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins. 


Then shail one of the Hymns, 967-971, be sung, after which the Minister shall deliver 
a Sermon suitable to the occasion, after which the contributions of the people shall be 
recewed. 


Then shall the Minister read the following Psalm, or the Minister and the Congrega- 
tion may read tz aliernately ; the parts in italics to be read by the Congregation. 


Psalm exxii. 
id ‘ e 
I was glad when-they said unto me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord. 
Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together ; 
Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
Unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of 
the Lord. : ; 
For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house 
of David. 
Pray for the peace of J erusalem : 
They shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, 
And prosperity within thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions’ sakes, J will now say, Peace 
be within thee. 
Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seck thy good. 


Then let the Trustees stand up before the altar, and one of them, or some one in their 
behalf, say unto the Minister, 


We present unto you this building, to be dedicated as a Church 
for the service and worship of Almighty God. 


“Then shall the Minister request the congregation to stand, while he repeats the following 
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DECLARATION. 


Dearly beloved, It is meet and right, as we learn from the 
Holy Scriptures, that houses erected for the public worship of God 
should be specially set apart and dedicated to religious uses. For 
such a dedication we are now assembled. With gratitude, there- 
fore, to Almighty God, who has signally blessed His servants in 
their holy enterprise of erecting this Chnrch, we dedicate it to His 
service, for the reading of the Holy Scriptures, the preaching of 
the Word of God, the administration of the Holy Sacraments, and 
for all other exercises of religious worship and service, according 
to the Discipline and usages of the Methodist Episcopal Church. | 
And, as the dedication of the Temple is vain without the solemn 
consecration of the worshipers also, I now call upon you all to ded- 
icate yourselves anew to the service of God. To Him let our souls 
be dedicated, that they may be renewed after the image of Christ. 
To Him let our bodies be dedicated, that they may be fit temples 
for the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. To Him may our labors and 
business be dedicated, that their fruit may tend to the glory of His 
great name, and to the advancement of His kingdom. And that 
He may graciously accept this our solemn act, let us pray. 


The Congregation kneeling, the Minister shall offer the following Prayer. 


O most glorious Lord, we acknowledge that we are not worthy 

to offer unto thee anything belonging unto us; yet we beseech 
thee, in thy great goodness, graciously to accept the Dedicationof 
this place to thy service, and to prosper this our undertaking ; re- 
ceive the prayers and intercessions of all those thy servants who 
shall call upon thee in this house ; and give them grace to prepare 
‘their hearts to serve thee with reverence and godly fear; affect 
them with an awful apprehension of thy Divine Majesty, and a 
deep sense of their own unworthiness; that so approaching thy 
sanctuary with lowliness and devotion, and coming before thee 
with clean thoughts and pure hearts, with bodies undefiled, and 
minds sanctified, they may always perform a service acceptable to 
thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Regard, O Lord, the supplications of thy servants, and grant that 
whosoever shall be dedicated to thee in this house by Baptism, may 
ever remain in the number of thy faithful children. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that whosoever shall receive in this place the 
blessed Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ, may come to 
that holy ordinance with faith, charity, and true repentance ; and 
being filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, may, to their 
great and endless comfort, obtain remission of their sins, and all 
other benefits of his death. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that by thy holy Word which ghall be read and 
preached in this place, and by thy Holy Spirit grafting it inwardly 
in the heart, the hearers thereof may both perceive and know what 


things they ought to do, and may have power and strength to per- 
form the same. Amen. oa 
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Now, therefore, arise, O Lord, and come unto this place of Thy 
rest, Thou and the ark of Thy strength. Let thine eye be open 
toward this house day and night; and let thine ears be ready 
toward the prayers of Thy children which they shall make unto 
Thee in this place: and whensoever Thy servants shall make to 
Thee their petitions here, do Thou hear them from heaven, Thy 
dwelling place, the throne of the glory of Thy kingdom ; and when 
Thou hearest, forgive. And grant, O Lord, we beseech Thee, that 
here and elsewhere Thy ministers may be clothed with righteous- 
ness, and Thy saints rejoice in Thy salvation. And may we all, 
with thy people everywhere, grow up into a holy temple in the 
Lord, and be at last received into the glorious temple above; the 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. And to the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be glory and praise, 
world without end. Amen. 


The services to conclude with Doxology and Benediction. 
D. W. CrarK, Chairman. 


‘ 


J +o 
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REPORT NO. I! OF COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE 
RITUAL. 


Your committee beg leave again to report in part, and recom- 
mend the adoption of the following forms, to wit: 


J. 
THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY. 


[The parts in brackets throughout may be used or not, at discretion.] 


At the day and time appointed for solemnization of matrimony, the persons to be mar- 
ried—having been qualified according to law-—standing together, the man on the 
right hand, and the woman on the left, the Minister shall say: 


Drarty Brtoven, We are gathered together here in the sight of 
God, and in the presence of these witnesses, to join together this 
man and this woman in holy matrimony ; which is an honorable es- 
tate, instituted of God in the time of man’s innocency, signifying 
unto us the mystical union that is between Christ and his Church ; 
which holy estate Christ adorned and beautified with His presence, 
and first miracle that he wrought in Cana of Galilee, and is com- 
mended of St. Paul to be honorable among all men ; and therefore 
is not by any to be entered into unadvisedly, but reverently, dis- 
creetly, and in the fear of God. 

Into which holy estate these two persons present come now to be 
soined. Therefore if any can show just cause why they may not 
lawfully be joined together, let him now speak, or else hereafter 
forever hold his peace. 
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[And also speaking unto the persons that are to be married, he shall say : 


I require and charge you both, that if either of you know any 
impediment why you may not be lawfully joined together in matri-. 
mony, you do now confess it: for be ye well assured, that so many’ 
as are coupled together otherwise than God’s word doth allow, are: 
not joined together by God, neither is their matrimony lawful.] 


If no impediment be alleged, then shall the Minister say unto the man, 


M., wilt thou have this woman to be thy wedded wife, to live 
together after God’s ordinance in the holy estate of matrimony? 
Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honor, and keep her, in sickness 
and in health : and forsaking all other, keep thee only unto her, so 
long as ye both shall live ? 


The man shall answer, 
I will. 


Then shall the Minister say wnto the woman, 


NV., wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded husband, to live 
together after God’s ordinance, in the holy estate of matrimony ? 
Wilt thou love, honor, and keep him, in sickness and in health: 
and forsaking all other, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye both 
shall live ? A 


The woman shall answer, 


I will. 


[Then the Minister shall cause the man with his right hand to take the woman by her 
right hand, and to say after him as followeth : 


I &M. take thee NV. to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold, 
from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do 
part, according to God’s holy ordinance: and thereto I plight thee 
my faith. 


Then shall they loose their hands, and the woman with her right hand taking the man 
by his right hand, shall likewise say after the Minister : : 
IW. take thee M. to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold, 
from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do 
part, according to God’s holy ordinance: and thereto I plight thee 
my faith.] 
Then shall the Minister say : 


O, eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all mankind,Giver of all 
spiritual grace, the Author of everlasting life; send thy blessing 


. . ? 
upon these thy servants, this man and this woman; whom we bless 
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in thy name; that as Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully together, 
so these persons may surely perform and keep the vow and cove- 
nant between them made, and may ever remain in perfect love and 
peace together, and live according to thy laws, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. j ? 


[Zf the parties desire tt, the man shall here hand a ring to the Minister, who shall return 
it to him, and direct him to place it on the third finger of the woman's left hand. 
And the man shall say to the woman, repeating after the Minister, 5 


With this ring I thee wed, and with my worldly goods I thee 
endow, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen.| 


Then shall the Minister join their right hands together, and say, 


Forasmuch as M. and WV. have consented together in holy wed- 
lock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, 
and thereto have pledged their faith either to other, and have 
declared the same by joining of hands; I pronounce that they are 
husband and wife together, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Those whom God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder. Amen. 


And the Minister shall add this blessing : 


God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, 
and keep you; the Lord mercifully with His favor look upon you, 
and so fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace, that ye may 
so live together in this life, that in the world to come ye may have 
life everlasting. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister offer the following prayer : 


O God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, bless this man 
and this woman, and sow the seed of eternal life in their hearts, 
that whatsoever in thy holy word they shall profitably learn, they 
may indeed fulfill the same. Look,|O Lord, mercifully on them 
from heaven and bless them: as thou didst send thy blessings upon 
Abraham and Sarah, to their great comfort, so vouchsafe to send 
thy blessings upon this man and this woman, that they, obeying 
thy will, and always being in safety under thy protection, may abide 
in thy love unto their lives’ end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Almighty God, who at the beginning did create our first parents, 
Adam and Eve, and did sanctify and join them together in mar- 
riage, pour upon these persons the riches of Thy grace, sanctify 
and bless them, that they may please Thee both in body and soul, 
and live together in holy love unto their lives’ end. Amen. 


Heré the Minister may use extemporary prayer. 


Then the Minister shall say, 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it 1s in heaven. Give 
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us this day our daily bread ; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. -Amen. 





II. 
THE ORDER FOR THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 


The Minister, going before the corpse, shall say : 


I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth, and beliey- 
éth in me, shall never die. John xi, 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth: and though, after my skin, worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God, whom I shall 
see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another. Job 
xix, 25-27. 

We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we ean 
carry nothing out. The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away: 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 1 Tim. vi, 7; Job i, 21. 


At the grave, when the corpse is laid in the earth, the Minister shall say: 


Man that is born of a woman hath but a short time to live, and is 
full of misery. He cometh up, and is cut down like a flower: he 
fleeth as it were a-shadow, and never continueth in one stay. 

In the midst of life we are in death: of whom may we seek for 
succor, but of thee, O Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased ? 

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty, O holy and 
dat merciful Saviour, deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal 
death. 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not thy 
merciful ears to our prayers, but spare us, Lord most holy, O God 
most mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, thou most worth 
Judge eternal, suffer us not at our last hour for any pains of dedh 
to fall from thee. 


Then, while the earth shall be cast upon the body by some standing by, the Min- 
ister shall say: 


Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God, in his wise provi- 
dence, to take out of the world the soul of the departed, we there- 
fore commit his body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust; looking for the general Resurrection in the 
last day, and the life of the world to come, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ; at whose second coming in glorious majesty to judge the 
world, the earth and the sea shall give up their dead; and the cor- 
ruptible bodies of those who sleep in Him shall be changed, and 
made like unto His own glorious body ; according to the mighty 
working whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Himself. 
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- Then shall be said: 


Theard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, Write, From hence- 
forth blessed are the dead who die in the Lord: Even so, saith the 
Spirit ; for they rest from their labors. 


Then shall the Minister say: 


Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


The Collect. 


O merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the resurrection and the life: in whom whosoever believeth shall 
live, though he die, and whosoever liveth and believeth in Him 
shall not die eternally : We meekly. beseech thee, O Father, to raise 
us from the death of sin unto the life of righteousness ; that when 
we shall depart this life we may rest in Him; and at the general 
resurrection on the last day may be found acceptable in thy sight, 
and receive that blessing which thy well-beloved Son shall then 
pronounce to all that love and fear thee, saying, Come, ye blessed 
children of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world. Grant this, we beseech thee, O mer- 
i, Father, through Jesus Christ our Mediator and Redeemer. 

men. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hailowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as itis inheaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us allevermore. Amen. 


Respectfully submitted, D. W. Crark, Chairman. 


———qq61 +r > —_—_ 


X, Il.—Journal, pages 156, 246. 


REPORT NO. Il. OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISION 
OF THE RITUAL. 


Your committee recommend the adoption of the following form, 
to be inserted in the place of that now in the Discipline, for 


THE MINISTRATION OF BAPTISM TO INFANTS. 


The Minister coming to the Font, which is to be filled with pure Water, shall use the 
following : 
Dearty Beoven, Forasmuch as all men are conceived and born 
in sin, and that our Saviour Christ saith, Except a man be born of 
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water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God; 

-Ibeseech you to call upon God the Father, through our Lord J esus 
Christ, that having, of his bounteous mercy, redeemed this child 
by the blood of His Son, He will grant that he, being baptized with 
water, may also be baptized with the Holy Ghost, be received into 
Christ’s holy Church, and become a lively member of the same. 


Then shail the Minister say, 
Let us pray. 


Almighty and everlasting God, who of thy great mercy hast 
condescended to enter into covenant relations with man, wherein 
thou hast included children as partakers of its gracious benefits, 
declaring that of such is thy kingdom; and in thy ancient Church 
didst appoint divers baptisms, figuring thereby the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost; and by thy well-beloved Son Jesus Christ gavest 
commandment to thy holy apostles to go into all the world and 
disciple all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: We beseech thee, that of thine 
infinite mercy thou wilt look upon this child: wash him and sanc- 
tify him ; that he, being saved by thy grace, may be received into 
Christ’s holy Church, and being steadfast in faith, joyful through 
hope, and rooted in love, may so overcome the evils of this present 
world, that finally he may attain to everlasting life, and reign with 
thee, world without end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O merciful God, grant that all carnal affections may die in him, 
and that all things belonging to the Spirit may live and grow in 
him. Amen. 

Grant that he may have power and strength to have victory, and 
to triumph against the devil, the world, and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant that whosoever is dedicated to thee by our office and min- 
istry, may also be endued with heavenly virtues, and everlastingly 
rewarded through thy mercy, O blessed Lord God, who dost live 
and govern all things, world without end. _Amen. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly beloved Son Je- 

Sus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, did shed out of His most 
precious side both water and blood, regard, we beseech thee, our 
supplications. Sanctify this water for this holy sacrament; and 
grant that this child, now to baptized, may receive the fullness of 
thy grace, and ever remain in the number of thy faithful and elect 
children, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister address the parents [or guardians] as follows : 


Dearly beloved, Forasmuch as this child és now presented by 
you for Christian baptism, yow must remember that it is your part 
and duty to see that he be taught, as soon as he shall be able to 
learn, the nature and end of this holy sacrament. And that he may 
know these things the better, you shall call upon Aim to give rev- 
erent attendance upon the appointed means of grace, such as the 
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ministry of the word and the public and private worship of God ; 
and further, ye shall provide that he shall read the Holy Scriptures, 
and learn the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ 
Creed, the Catechism, and all other things which a Christian ought 
to know and believe to Azs soul’s health, in order that he may be 
brought up to lead a virtuous and holy life, remembering always 
that baptism doth represent unto us that inward purity which dis- 
poseth us to follow the example of our Saviour Christ; that as he 
died and rose again for us, so should we, who are baptized, die 
unto sin and rise again unto righteousness, continually mortifying all 
corrupt affections, and daily proceeding in all virtue and godliness. 

Do you therefore solemnly engage to fulfill these duties, so faras 
in you lies, the Lord being your helper ? 

Answ. We do. 


Then shall the people stand up, and the Minister shall say: 


Hear the words of the Gospel, written by St. Mark; [Ch. x, 
ver. 13-16.] 


They brought young children to Christ, that he should touch 
them. And his disciples rebuked those that brought them; but 
when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, 
Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein. And he took them up in his arms, put his hands 
‘upon them, and blessed them. 


Then the Minister shall take the Child into his hands, and say to the friends of the 
Child, 


Name this child. 


And then, naming it after them, he shall sprinkle or pour Water upon tt, or, if desired, 
immerse it in Water, saying, 


N,1 baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister offer the following prayer, the people kneeling : 


O God of infinite mercy, the Father of all the faithful seed, he 
pleased to grant unto this child an understanding mind and a 
“sanctified heart. May thy providence lead Aim through the dan- 
gers, temptations, and ignorance of Ais youth, that he may never 
run into folly nor into the evils of an unbridled appetite. . We pray 
thee so to order the course of Zs life, that by good education, by 
holy examples, and by thy restraining and renewing grace, he may 
be led to serve thee faithfully all his days, so that, when he has 
glorified thee in Ais generation, and has served the Church on earth, 
he may be received into thine eternal kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. ; 

Almighty and most merciful Father, let thy loving mercy and 
compassion descend upon these, thy servant and handmaid, the 


~ 
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parents [or guardians] of this child. Grant unto them, we beseech 
thee, thy Holy Spirit, that they may, like Abraham, command their 
household to keep the way of the Lord. Direct their actions and 
sanctify their hearts, words, and purposes, that their whole family 
may be united to our Lord Jesus Christ in the bands of faith, 
obedience, and charity; and that they all, being in this life thy — 
holy children by adoption and grace, may be admitted into the 
Church of the first-born in heaven, through the merits of thy dear 
Son, our Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


Then may the Minister offer extemporary prayer. 
Then shall be said, all kneeling, 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed bethy name. Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give them that trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 


Respectfully submitted, D. W. Crarx, Chairman. 
a St a ee 
X, 1V.—Journal, pages 172, 246. 


REPORT NO. IV OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISION 
OF THE RITUAL. , 


Your committee submit the following form for 
THE MINISTRATION OF Sreyea a SUCH AS ARE OF RIPER 


Dearty Bexoven, Forasmuch as all men are conceived and born 
in sin; and that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God, but live in sin, committing 
many actual transgressions ; and our Saviour Christ saith, Except 
a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God :—I beseech you to call upon God the Father, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of His bounteous goodness 
He will grant to these persons that which by nature they cannot 
have; that they, being baptized with water, may also be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, and being received into Christ’s holy Church, 
may continue lively members of the same. . 


Then shall the Minister say, — 
Let us pray. 


Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all that need, the helper 
of all that flee to thee for succor, the life of them that believe, and 
the resurrection of the dead: we call upon thee for these persons 4 
that they, coming to thy holy baptism, may also be filled with thy 
Holy Spirit. Receive them, O Lord, as thou hast promised by thy 
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well-beloved Son, saying, Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and: ye, 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto. you: so give now 
unto us that ask: let us that. seek, find: open the gate unto us, 
that knock; that these persons may enjoy the everlasting benedic- 
_ tion of thy heavenly washing, and may come to the eternal king-. 
dom which thou hast promised by Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the people stand up; and the Minister shall say, 


Hear the words of the Gospel, written by St. John, [(Ch. iii, ver. 
1-8.] t : ng 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews: the same came to Jesus by night, and said unto. him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God ; for no 
man can do these miracles that thou doest except God be with him. 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and 
be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born again. ‘The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof; but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is every one that is, 
born of the Spirit. 


Then the Minister shall speak to the persons to be baptized on this wise : 


Well beloved, who have come hither, desiring to receive holy. 
baptism, you have heard how the congregation hath prayed, that 
our Lord Jesus Christ would vouchsafe to receive you, to bless. 
you, and to give you the kingdom of heaven, and everlasting life. 
‘And our Lord Jesus Christ hath promised in His holy word to, 
grant all those things that we have prayed for: which promise 
He for His part will most surely keep and perform. ; ; 

Wherefore after this promise made by Christ, you must also 
faithfully, for your part, promise, in the presence of this whole 
congregation, that you will renounce the devil and all his works, . 
and constantly believe God’s holy word, and obediently keep His 


commandments. 


Then shall the Minister demand of each of the persons to be baptized, 


Quest. Dost thou renounce the devil and all his works, the vain 
pomp and glory of the world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that thou wilt not fol- 
low or be led by them ? ; 

Ans, I renounce them all. : 

Quest. Dost thou. believe in God the, Father Almighty, Maker 

30 
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of heaven and earth? and in Jesus Christ His only-begotten Son 
our Lord? and that He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary? that He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried: that He rose again the third day; 
that He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty, and from thence shall come again at the 
end of the world, to judge the quick and the dead ? ‘ 
And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic 
Churchj* the communion of saints; the remission of sins; the 
resurrection of the body, and everlasting life after death ? 
Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. 
Quest. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith ? 
Ans. This is my desire. 
Quest. Wilt thou then obediently keep God’s holy will and. 
commandments, and walk in the same all the days of thy life ? 
Ans. I will endeavor so to do, God being my helper. 


Then shall the Minister say, 


O merciful God, grant that all carnal affections may die in these 
persons, and that all things belonging to the Spirit may live and 
grow in them. Amen. 

Grant that they may have power and strength to have victory, 
and triumph against the devil, the world, and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant that they, being here dedicated to thee by our office and 
ministry, may also be endued with heavenly virtues, and everlast- 
ingly rewarded, through thy mercy, O blessed Lord God, who 
dost live and govern all things, world without end. Amen. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly beloved Son 
Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, did shed out of his 
most precious side both water and blood ; and gave commandment 
to his disciples, that they should go teach all nations, and baptize 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: regard, we beseech thee, our supplications ; and grant that 
the persons now to be baptized may receive the fullness of thy 
grace, and ever remain in the number of thy faithful and elect 
children, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister ask the name of each person to be baptized, and shall sprinkle 
or pour water upon him, (ar, if he shall desire it, shall immerse him in water,) saying, 


NV., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer, all kneeling. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. .Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread ; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive them that trespass against us; and lead us not into 


* The one universal Church of Christ, 
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temptation ; but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 


Then may the Minister conclude with extemporary prayer. 


Respectfully submitted, D. W. CrarK, Chairman. 


—_—_—+ + > _ 


X, V.—Journal, pages 209, 246. 


REPORT NO. V OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISION 
OF THE RITUAL. 


Your Committee on Revision of Ritual beg leave to report the 
following forms, namely: ; 


i'4 


THE ORDER FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD’S 
SUPPER. 


The Elder shall say one or more of these sentences, during the reading of which, the 
persons appointed for that purpose shall receive the alms for the poor: 


Ler your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. [Matt. v, 16.] 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal. [Matt. vi, 19, 20.] 

Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them : for this is the law and the prophets. [Matt. vii, 12.] 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heayen; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. [Matt. vii, 21.] 

Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half 
of my goods I give to the poor ; and if I have taken anything from 
any man, by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. [Luke 
xix, 8. 

He 1 ich soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly ; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Hvery man 
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudg- 
ingly, or of necessity : for God loveth a cheerful giver. [2 Cor. 
ix, 6, 7. 

"Ag we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith. [Gal. 
vi, 10. 

Pe alia with contentment is great gain; for we brought noth- 
ing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
[1 Tim. vi, 6, 7]. ane . ‘ 

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high- 
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who 
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giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they, 
be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communi. 
cate; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against 
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. [1 Tim. 
vi, 17-19, 

God is ~ unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, 
which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye have ministered 
to the saints, and do minister. [Heb. vi, 10.] 

To do good, and to communicate, forget not ; for with such sac- 
rifices God is well pleased. [Heb. xiii, 16.] 

Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him? [1 John iii, 17.] 

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and 
that which he hath given will he pay him again. [Prov. xix, 17 J 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor; the Lord will deliver 
him in time of trouble. [Psalm xli, 1:] j : 


: ¥ 
After which the elder shall give the following Inviration, the people standing : 


If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Wherefore, ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your sins, 
and are in love and charity with your neighbors, and intend to 
Jead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in His. holy ways; draw near with faith, and take 
this holy sacrament. to your comfort: and, devoutly kneeling, 
make your humble confession to Almighty God. 


Then shall this general confession be made by the Minister in the name of all those who 
are minded to receive the holy communion, both he and all the people devoutly kneel- 
ing, and saying : 


Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 
things, Judge of all men: we acknowledge and bewail our mani- 
fold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most griev- 
ously have committed by thought, word, and deed, against thy 
Divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation 
against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for 
these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto 
us. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all 
that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and 
please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, . 


Then. shall the Eider say, 


O Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of thy great mercy 
hast. promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty re- 
pentance and true faith-turn unto thee: have mercy upon us; par- 
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don and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in 
all goodness, and bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ . 
cour Lord. Amen. 7 

The Collect. 


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shali the Elder say, 


We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to Fathor up the crumbs 
‘under thy table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property 
is always to have mercy: Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so 
‘to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His 
blood, that we may live and grow thereby; and that, being wash- 
ed through his most precious blood, we may evermore dwell in 
‘Him, and He in us. Amen. 


Then the Elder shall say the prayer of consecration, as followeth: 


_ Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy 
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the 
cross for our redemption; who made there, by His oblation of 
‘Himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, obla- 
tion, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world; and did 
institute, and in His holy Gospel command us to continue, a per- 
‘petual memory of His precious death until His coming again: 
hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly: beseech thee, and 
grant that we, receiving these memorials of the sufferings and 
death of our Saviour Jesus Christ, may be partakers of His most 
blessed body and blood; who, in the same night that he was be- 
‘trayed, took bread; (') and when He had given — ( Here the elder 
thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, may take the plate 
saying, Take, eat; this is my body which is given of bread into his 
for you; do this in remembrance of me. hana. 
Likewise after supper He took (?) the cup; and =) Here he may 
‘when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, take the cup im 
@aying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood his hand, 
of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for 
the remission of sins; do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in re- 
membrance of me. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister receive the communion in both kinds, and proceed to deliver the 
same to the ather ministers, (if any be present:) after which, he shail say : 


It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at 
‘all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
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Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore 
praising thee, and saying, Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord 
most high. Amen. 


The Minister shall then proceed to administer the communion to the people in order 
into their uncovered hands. And when he delivereth the bread, he shall say: 


The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, 
preserve thy soul and body unto everlasting life. Take and eat 
this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on Him in 
thy heart by faith with thanksgiving. 


And the Minister that delivereth the cup shall say, 


u 
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee, 
preserve thy soul and body unto everlasting life. Drink this in 
remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee, and be thankful. 


[If the consecrated bread or wine be all spent before all have communed, the 
elder may consecrate more, by repeating the prayer of consecration. | ' 

[When all have communed, the minister shall return to the Lord’s table, and 
place upon it what remaineth of the consecrated elements, covering the same 
with a fair linen cloth.] 


Phen shall the Elder say the Lord's Prayer; the people kneeling and repeating after 
him every petition. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. . 


After which shall be said as followeth : 


O Lord our heavenly Father, we thy humble servants desire thy 
Fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving ; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by 
the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith 
in His blood, we and thy whole Church may obtain remission of 
our sins, and all other benefits of His death. And here we offer 
and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to 
be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly 
beseeching thee that all we-who are partakers of this holy com- 
munion may be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction. 
And although we be unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer 
unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our 
hounden duty and service; not weighing our merits, but pardon- 
ing our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord: by whom, and 
with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be 
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. . 


\ 
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Then shall be said, 


Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good-will toward 
men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we adore 
thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ ; O Lord God, Lamb 
of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, 
haye mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God 
the Father, have mercy upon us. And receive us at last, through 
the riches of thy grace, into the joy of thine eternal kingdom, 
where we may reign with thee, world without end. Amen. 


Then the Elder, if he see 1é expedient, may put up an extemporary prayer ; and after- . 
ward shall let the people depart with this blessing : 

May the peace of God, which passeth all -understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of 
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and. 
remain with you always. Amen. 


N. B. If the elder be straitened for time, he may omit any part of the service, 
except the Invitation, the Confession, and the prayer of Consecration. 


——_>—__—_—_- 


Il. 
THE FORM OF CONSECRATING BISHOPS. 


The Collect. 


Azmieuty Gop, who by thy Son Jesus Christ didst give to thy 
holy apostles, elders, and evangelists, many excellent gifts, and 
didst charge them to feed thy flock; give grace, we beseech thee, 
to all the ministers and pastors of thy Church, that they may dili- 
gently preach thy word and duly administer the godly discipline 
thereof; and grant to the people that they may obediently follow 
the same; that all may receive the crown of everlasting glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall be read by one of the Eiders 


The Epistle. Acts xx, 17-35. 


From Miletus Paul sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the 
Church. And when they were come to him, he said unto them, 
Ye know from the first day that I came into Asia, after what man- 
ner I have been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many tears and temptations which 
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befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews; and how I kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto you, but have showed you, and 
have taught you publicly, and from house to house, testifying both 
to the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. And now behold I go bound 
in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall 
befall me there; save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every 
city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that 
I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus to testify the Gospel of the grace of 
God. And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have 
gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that Iam pure trom the 
blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all 
‘ the counsel of God. Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to 
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you over- 
seers, to feed the Church of God which he hath purchased with 
his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also 
of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember 
that by the space of three years, I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sancti- 
fied. I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel: yea, ye 
yourselves know that these hands have ministered unto my neces- 
sities, and to them that were with me. I have showed you all 
things, how that so laboring ye ought to support the weak; and 
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. . 


Then another shail read 
The Gospel. St. John xxi, 15-17. 


Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of J onas, lovest thou me 
more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 
that I love thee... He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to 
him again the second time, Simon, son of J onas, lovest thou me? 
THe saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because 
he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said 
unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love 
thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 


Or this: St. Matt. xxviii, 18-20. 


Jesus came and Spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
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baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 

- have commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 

end of the world. ' 

After the Gospel and the sermon are ended, the elecled person shall be ‘presented by two 
Elders unto the Bishop, saying, 


We present unto you this holy man to be consecrated a bishop. 
Then the Bishop shall move the congregation present to pray, saying thus to them: 


Brethren, it is written in the Gospel of St. Luke, that our Saviour 
Christ continued the whole night in prayer before he did choose and 
send forth his twelve apostles. It is written also in the Acts of the 
Apostles, that the disciples who were at Antioch did fast ‘and pra’ 
before they laid hands on Paul and Barnabas, and sent them fort 
on their first mission to the Gentiles. Let us, therefore, following 
the example of our Saviour Christ, and his apostles, first fall to 
prayer before we admit, and send forth this person presented to us, 
to the work whereunto we trust the Holy Ghost hath called him. 


Then shall be said this prayer following : 


Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who by thy Holy Spirit 
hast appointed divers offices in thy Church: mercifully behold this 
thy servant now called to the work and ministry of a bishop, and 
replenish him so with the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn him with 
innocency of life, that both by word and deed he may faithfully 
serve thee in this office, to the glory of thy name, and the edifying 
and well governing of thy Church, through the merits of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and geigneth with thee, and the 
Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen. 


Then the Bishop shall say to him that ts to be consecrated : 


Brother, forasmuch as the Holy Scripture commands that we 
should not be hasty in laying on hands, and admitting any person 
to government in the Church of Christ, which he hath purchased 
with no less price than the shedding of his own blood; before you 
are admitted to this administration, you will, in the fear of God, 
give answer to the questions which I now propound: ; 

Are you persuaded that you are truly called to this ministration, 
according to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ ? 

Answ. I am so persuaded. ; ; att 

The bishop. Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain 
sufficiently all doctrine required of necessity for eternal salvation, 
through faith in Jesus Christ ?, “And are you determined, out of 
the same Holy Scriptures, to instruct the people committed to your 
charge, and to teach or maintain nothing as required of necessity 
to eternal salvation but that which you shall be persuaded may be 
concluded and proved by the same Lip pga 

~Answ. I am so persuaded and determined, by God’s grace. 
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The bishop. Will you then faithfully exercise yourself in the. 
same Holy Scriptures, and call wpon God by prayer for the true 
understanding of the same, so that you may be able by them to 
teach and exhort with wholesome doctrine, and to withstand and 
convince the gainsayers ? 

Answ. I will so do, by the help of God. 

The bishop. Are you ready with faithful diligence to banish and 
drive away all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God’s 
word, and both privately and openly to call upon and encourage 
others to the same ? 

Answ. I am ready, the Lord being my helper. 

The bishop. Will you deny all ungodliness and worldly lust, and. 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world, that you 
may show yourself in all things an example of good works unto 
others, that the adversary may be ashamed, having nothing to say 
against you ? 

Answ. I will so do, the Lord being my helper. 

The bishop. Will you maintain and set forward, as much as shall 
lie in you, quietness, love, and peace, among all men: and such as 
shall be unquiet, disobedient, and criminal, correct and punish 
according to such authority as you have by God’s word, and as 
shall be committed unto you? 

Answ. I will so do, by the help of God. 

The bishop. Will you be faithful in ordaining, or laying hands 
upon and sending others, and in all the other duties of your office ? 

Answ. I will so be, by the help of God. 

The bishop. Will you show yourself gentle, and be merciful 
for Christ’s sake, to poor and needy people, and to all strangers 
destitute of help ? ; 

Answ. 1 will so show myself, by God’s help. 


Then the Bishop shall say, 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who hath given you a good 
will to do all these things, grant also unto you strength and power 
to perform the same; that he accomplishing in you the good work 
which he hath begun, you may be found blameless at the last day, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall Veni, Creator Spiritus, be said. 


Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire. 

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above , 

Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light ~ 

The dullness of our blinded sight ; 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
With the abundance of thy grace ; 
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Keep far our foes, give peace at home; 
Where thou art Guide, no ill can come. 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee of both to be but one ; 

That through the ages all along, 

This may be our endless song: 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


That ended, the Bishop shall say, 


Lord, hear our prayer. 
Answ. And let our cry come unto thee. 


Bishop. 
Let us pray. 


Almighty God and most merciful Father, who of thine infinite 
goodness hast given thine only and dearly beloved Son Jesus 
Christ to be our Redeemer, and the author of everlasting life; who 
after that he had made perfect our redemption by his death, and 
was ascended into heaven, poured down his gifts abundantly upon 
men, making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to the edifying and making perfect of his 
Church: grant, we beseech thee, to this thy servant, such grace 
that he may evermore be ready to spread abroad thy Gospel, the 
glad tidings of reconciliation with thee, and use the authority given 
him, not to destruction, but to salvation; not to hurt, but to help; 
so that as a wise and faithful servant, giving to the family their 
portion in due season, he may at last be received into everlasting 
joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end. Améen. 


Then the Bishop and Elders present shall lay their hands upon the head of the elected 
person, kneeling before them, the Bishop saying, 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost for the office and work 
of a bishop in the Church of God now committed unto thee by 
the authority of the Church through the imposition of our hands, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
‘Amen. And remember that thou stir up the grace of God which 
is in thee; for God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of 
power, and love, and of a sound mind. 


- Then the Bishop shall deliver him the Bible, saying, 


Give heed unto reading, exhortation, and doctrine. Think upon 
the things contained in this book. Be diligent in them, that the 
increase coming thereby may be manifest unto all men. Take 
heed unto thyself, and to thy doctrine ; for by so doing thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear thee. Be to the flock of 
Christ a shepherd, not a wolf: feed them, devour them not. Hold 


a 
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up the weak, heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring again the 
outcast, seek the lost, be so merciful that you may not be too 
remiss ; so minister discipline that you forget not mercy; that 
when the chief Shepherd shall appear, you may receive the never- 
fading crown of glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


[Then the bishop shall administer the Lord’s Supper to the newly consecrated 
bishop and other persons present. | 


Then shall be said the following prayers : 


Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to'send down upon this 
thy servant thy heavenly blessing, and so endue him with thy 
Holy Spirit, that he, preaching thy word, and exercising authority 
in thy Church, may not only be earnest to reprove, beseech, and 
rebuke with all patience and doctrine, but also may be to such as 
believe a wholesome example in word, in conversation, in love, in 
faith, and in purity: that faithfully fulfilling his course, at the last 
day he may receive the crown of righteousness laid up by the 
Lord the righteous Judge, who liveth and reigneth, one God with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious 
favor, and further us with thy continual help, that in all our works 
begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy 
name ; and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. . 





III. 
THE FORM OF ORDAINING ELDERS. 


[When the day appointed by the bishop is come, there shall be a sermon or exhorta- 
tion, declaring the duty and office of such as come to be admitted elders; how 
necessary that order is in the Church of Christ, and also how the people ought 
to esteem then: in their office.] 


After which, one of the Elders shall present wnto the Bishop all them that are to be 
ordained, and say, 


I PRESENT ‘unto you these persons to be ordained elders. 


Then their names being read aloud, the Bishop shall say unto the people, 


Brethren, these are they whom we purpose, God willing, this 
day to ordain elders. For after due examination, we find not to 
the contrary, but that they are lawfully called to this function and 
ministry, and that they are persons meet for the same. But if 
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there be any of you who. knoweth any crime or impediment in any 
of them, for the which he ought not to be received into this holy 
ministry, let him come forth in the name of God, and show what 
the crime or impediment is. 


[if any crime or impediment be objected, the bishop shall surcease from ordain- 
ing iad until such time as the party accused shall be found clear of the 
same. 


Then shall be said the collect, epistle, and gospel, as followeth. 


The Collect. 


Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who by thy Holy 
Spirit hast appointed divers orders of ministers in thy Church ; 
mercifully behold these thy servants now called to the office of 
elders, and replenish them so with the truth of thy doctrine, and 
adorn them with innocency of: life, that both by word and good 
example they may faithfully serve thee in this office, to the glory 
of thy name, and the edification of thy Church; through the merits 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen. 


The Epistle. Eph. iv, 7-13. 


Unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up 
on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now 
that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into 
the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also 
that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
_ things.) And he gave some, apostles ; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the per- 
fecting of saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ, till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 


After this shall be read for the Gospel, part of the tenth chapter of St. John. 
ve St. John x, 1-16.. 


Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door 
into the sheepfold, but. climbeth up some other way, the same is.a 
thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is, the 
shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth, and the sheep 
hear his voice, and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth 
them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his. voice. 
And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him, for 
they know not the voice of strangers. This. parable spake. J esus 
unto them, but they understood not what things they were which 
he spake unto. them. Then said Jesus unto, them again, Verily, 
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verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever 
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
hear them. I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture. The thief cometh 
not but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy; I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep. But he that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own 
the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, 
and fleeth, and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 
The hireling fleeth because he is a hireling, and careth not for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the 
Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep 
I have which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold and one shepherd. 


And that done, the Bishop shall say unto them as hereafter followeth : 


You have heard, brethren, in your private examination, and in 
the holy lessons taken out of the Gospel, and the writings of the 
apostles, of what dignity and of how great importance this office is 
whereunto ye are called. And now again we exhort you in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you have in remembrance, into 
how high a dignity and to how weighty an office ye are called : that 
is to say, to be messengers, watchmen, and stewards, of the Lord, 
to teach and to premonish, to feed, and provide for the Lord’s fam- 
ily, to gather the outcasts, to seek the lost, and to be ever ready to 
ey abroad the Gospel, the glad tidings of reconciliation with 

od. 

Have always therefore printed in your remembrance how great 
a treasure is committed to your charge. For they are the s eep 
of Christ, which he bought with his death, and for whom he shed 
his blood. The Church whom you must serve, is his spouse and 
his body. And if it shall happen, the same Church, or any member 
thereof, do take any hurt or hinderance by reason of your negli- 
gence, ye know the greatness of the fault, and also the horrible 
punishment that will ensue. Wherefore consider with yourselves 
the end of the ministry toward the children of God, toward the 
spouse and body of Christ; and see that you never cease your 
labor, your care and diligence, until you have done all that lieth in 
you, according to your bounden duty, to bring all such as are or 
shall be committed to your charge, unto that agreement in the faith 
and knowledge of God, and to that ripeness and perfectness of age 
in Christ, that there be no place left among you, either for error in 
religion, or for viciousness in life. 

Forasmuch then as your office is both of so great excellency, and 
of so great difficulty, ye see with how great care and study ye 
ought to apply yourselves, as well that ye may show yourselves 
dutiful and thankful unto that Lord who hath placed you in so high 
a dignity ; as also to beware that neither you yourselves offend, nor 
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be occasion that others offend. Tlowbeit ye cannot have a mind 
and will thereto of yourselves; for that will and ability is given of 
God alone; therefore ye ought, and have need to pray earnestly for 
his Holy Spirit. And seeing that ye cannot by any other means 
compass the doing of so weighty a work, pertaining to the salvation 
of man, but with doctrine and exhortation taken out of the Holy 
Scriptures, and with a life agreeable to the same; consider how 
studious ye ought to be in reading and learning the Scriptures, and 
in framing the manners, both of yourselves and of them that speci- 
ally pertain unto you, according to the rule of the same Scriptures ; 
and for this self-same cause, how ye ought to forsake and set aside 
(as much as you may) all worldly cares and studies. 

We have good hope that you have all weighed and pondered 
these things with yourselves long before this time: and that you 
have clearly determined, by God’s grace, to give yourselves wholly 
to this office, whereunto it hath pleased God to call you: so that, 
as much as lieth in you, you will apply yourselves wholly to this 
one thing, and draw all your cares and studies this way, and that 
you will continually pray to God the Father, by the mediation of 
our only Saviour Jesus Christ, for the heavenly assistance of the 
Holy Ghost; that by daily reading and weighing of the Scriptures, 
ye may wax riper and stronger in your ministry ; and that ye may 
so endeavor to sanctify the lives of you and yours, and to fashion 
them after the rule and doctrine of Christ, that ye may be whole- 
some and godly examples and patterns for the ‘people to follow. 

And now that this present congregation of Christ, here assem- 
bled, may also understand your minds and wills in these things, 
and that this your promise may the more move you to do your 
duties: ye shall answer plainly to these things which we, in the 

-name of God and his Church, shall demand of you touching the 
same. 

Do you think in your heart that you are truly called, according 
to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the order of elders ? 

Answ. I think so. 

The bishop. Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain 
sufficiently all doctrine required of necessity for eternal salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ? And are you determined out of the 
said Scriptures to instruct the people committed to your charge, and 
to teach nothing as required of necessity to eternal salvation, but 
that which you shall be persuaded may be concluded and proved by 
the Scripture ? : 

Answ. I am so persuaded, and have so determined, by God’s 

race. 
i The bishop. Will you then give your faithful diligence always so 
to minister the doctrine and sacraments, and discipline of Christ, 
as the Lord hath commanded? 

Ans. I will so do, by the help of the Lord. 

The bishop. Will you be ready with all faithful diligence to 
banish and drive away all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary 
to God’s word; and to use both public and private monitions and 
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exhortations, as, well to the sick as to the whole within your charge, 
as need shall require and occasion shall be given? 

Ans. I will, the Lord being my helper. ; 

The bishop. Will you be diligent in prayers, and in reading of 
the Holy Scriptures, and in such studies as help to the knowledge 
of the same, laying aside the study of the world and the flesh ? 

Ang. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my helper. 

The bishop. Will you be diligent to frame and fashion your- 
selves, and your families, according to the doctrine of Christ: and 
to make both yourselves and them, as much as in you lieth, whole- 
some examples and. patterns to the flock of Christ ? 

Ans. I will apply myself thereto, the Lord being my helper. 

Lhe bishop. Will you maintain and set forward, as much. as 
lieth in you, quietness, peace, and love, among all Christian people, 
and especially among them that are or shall be committed to. your 
charge? 

he I will so do, the Lord being my helper. . 

Phe bishop. Will you reverently obey your chief ministers, unto 
whom is committed the charge and government over you; follow- 
ing with a glad mind and will their godly admonitions, submitting 
yourselves to their godly judgments? 

Ans. I will so do, the Lord being my helper. 


~ 


Then shall the Bishop, standing. up, say : 


Almighty God, who hath given you this will to do all these 
things, grant: also unto you strength and power to perform the 
same; that he may accomplish his work which he hath begun in 
you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


[After this the congregation shall be desired secretly in their prayers to make 
their humble supplications to God for all these things: for the which prayerg: 
there shall be silence kept for a space. | 


After which shall be said by the Bishop, (the persons to be ordained Elders all kneeling,) 
Veni, Creator Spiritus, the Bishop beginning, and the Elders and others that are 
present answering by verse, as followeth:  . 


Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire. 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dullness of our blinded sight 
Anoint and cheer our soiled. face, 
With the abundance of thy graces 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home; 
Where thou art, Guide, no ill can come. 
Teach us to, know the, Father, Son, 
” And thee of both to be but: ones 
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That through the ages all along, 
This may be our endless song: 
Praise to thy eternal merit, + 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
That done, the Bishop shall pray in this wise, and say, 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God and heavenly Father, who of thine infinite love 
and goodness toward us, hast given to us thy only and most dearly 
beloved Son Jesus Christ to be our Redeemer, and the author of 
everlasting life; who, after he had made perfect our redemption 
by his death, and was ascended into heaven, sent abroad into the 
world his apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, and pastors, by 
whose labor and ministry he gathered together a great flock in ail 
parts of the world, to set forth the eternal praise of thy holy name: 
for these so great benefits of thy eternal goodness, and for that 
thou hast vouchsafed to call these thy servants here present to the 
same office and ministry appointed for the salvation of mankind, 
we render unto thee most hearty thanks: we praise and worship 
thee; and we humbly beseech thee by the samé, thy blessed Son, 
to grant unto all who either here or elsewhere call upon thy name, 
that we may continue to show ourselves thankful unto thee for 
these, and all other thy benefits, and that we may daily increase 
and go forward in the knowledge and faith of thee and thy Son, by 
the Holy Spirit. So that as well by these thy ministers, as by 
them over whom they shall be appointed thy ministers, thy holy 
name may be forever glorified, and thy blessed kingdom enlarged, 
through the same, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord: who liveth and 
-reigneth with thee in the unity of the same Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen. 


When this prayer is done, the Bishop, with the Elders present, shall lay their hands seve 
erally upon the head of every one that receiveth the order of Elders; the receivers 
humbly ‘kneeling upon their knees, and the Bishop saying, . 


The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost for the office and work 
of an elder in the Church of God, now committed unto thee by the 
authority of the Church through the imposition of our hands. 
And be thou a faithful dispenser of the word of God, and of his 
holy sacraments; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Then the Bishop shall deliver to every one of them, kneeling, the Bible into his hands, 
saying, 

Take thou authority as an elder in the Church, to preach the 
word of God, and to administer the holy sacraments in the congre-_ 
gation. 

Then the Bishop shall say, 
_ Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send upon these thy 
servants thy heavenly blessings, that they may be clothed with 
31 


482 Journal of the General Conference, 1864. LX, V. 


righteousness, and that thy word spoken by their mouths may have 
such success, that it may never be spoken in vain. Grant also that 
we may have grace to hear and receive what they shall deliver out 
of thy most holy word, or agreeably to the same, as the means of 
our salvation; and that in all our words and deeds we may seek 
thy glory, and the increase of thy kingdom, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious 
favor, and further us with thy continual help, that in all our works 
begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy 
name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 


*,* [If on the same day the order of deacons be given to some, and that of 
elders to others, the deacons shall be first presented, and then the elders. The 
collects shall both be used: first that for deacons, then that for elders. The epistle 
shall be Ephes. iv, 7 to 13, as before in this office : immediately after which, they 
that are to be ordained deacons shall be examined and ordained as is above pre- 
scribed. Then one of them having read the Gospel, which shall be St. John x, 1, 
as before in this office; they that are to be ordained elders shall likewise be exam- 
ined and ordained, as in this office before appointed. | 





IV. 
THE FORM OF ORDAINING DEACONS. 


[When the day appointed by the bishop is come, there shall be a sermon or 


exhortation, declaring the duty and office of such as come to be admitted dea- 
cons. | 


After which, one of the Elders shall present unto the Bishop the persons to be ordained 
Deacons, and their names being read aloud, the Bishop shall say unto the people: 


Breturen, if there be any of you who knoweth any crime or 
impediment in any of these persons presented to be ordained dea- 
cons, for the which he ought not to be admitted to that office, let 
him come forth in the name of God, and show what the crime or 
impediment is. 


[If any crime or impediment be objected, the bishop shall surcease from Ordaining 
that ic until such time as the party accused shall be found clear of the 
_ same. ], 


Then shall be read the following Collect and Epistle : 
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The Collect. 


Almighty God, who by thy divine Providence hast appointed 
divers orders of ministers in thy Church, and didst inspire thy 
apostles to choose into the order of deacons thy first martyr, St. 
Stephen, with others: mercifully behold these thy servants, now 
called to the like office and administration ; replenish them so with 
the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn them with innocency of life, 
that both by word and good example they may faithfully serve 
thee in this office to the glory of thy name, and the edification of 
thy Church, through the merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost now and 
forever. Amen. 


The Epistle. 1 Tim. iii, 8-18. 


Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongued, not 
given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mys- 
tery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be 
proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found 
blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, 
- sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of 
one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For 
they that have used the office of a deacon well, purchase to them- 
selves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. 


Then shall the Bishop examine every one of those who are to be ordained, in the pres- 
ence of the people, after this manner following : 

Do you trust that you are inwardly moyed by the Holy Ghost 
to take upon you the office of the ministry in the Church of Christ, 
to serve God for the promoting of his glory and the edifying of his 
people ? 

Ans. I trust so. 

The bishop. Do you unfeignedly believe all the canonical Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testament? 

Ans. I do believe them. 

The bishop. Will you diligently read or expound the same unto 
the people whom you shall be appointed to serve ? ; 

Ans. I will. ' 

The bishop. It appertaineth to the office of a deacon to assist the 
elder in divine service. And especially when he ministereth the 
holy communion, to help him in the distribution thereof, and to 
read and expound the Holy Seriptures; to instruct the youth, and 
to baptize. And furthermore, it is his office to search for the sick, 
poor, and impotent, that they may be visited and relieved, , Will 
you do this gladly and willingly ? 

Ans. I will do so by the help of God. 

The bishop. Will you apply all your diligence to frame and fash- 
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ion your own lives (and the lives of your families) according to 
the doctrine of Christ ; and to make (both) yourselves, (and them,) 
as much as in you lieth, wholesome examples of the flock of 
Christ ? 

Ans. I will do so, the Lord being my helper. 

The bishop. Will you reverently obey them to whom the charge 
and government over you is committed, following with a glad 
mind and will their godly admonitions? 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord being my helper. 


Then the Bishop, laying his hands severally upon the head of every one of them, shall 
say, 


Take thou authority to execute the office of a Deacon in the 
Church of God; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Then shall the Bishop deliver to every one of them the Holy Bible, saying, 


Take thou authority to read the Holy Scriptures in the Church 
of God, and to preach the same. 


Then one appointed by the Bishop shall read the Gospel. 
Luke xii, 35-38. 


Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning, and ye 
yourselves like unto men that wait for their. Lord, when he will 
return from the wedding, that when he cometh and knocketh, they 
may open unto him immediately. Blessed are those servants 
whom the Lord when he cometh shall find watching. Verily I 
say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit 
down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. And if he 
shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and 
find them so, blessed are those servants. 


Immediately before the benediction shall be said these collects following: 


Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who of thy great 
goodness hast vouchsafed to accept and take these thy servants 
into the office of deacons in thy Church; make them, we beseech 
thee, O Lord, to be modest, humble, and constant in their minis- 
tration, and to have a ready will to observe all spiritual disci- 
pline; that they having always the testimony of a good con- 
science, and continuing ever stable and strong in thy Son Christ, 
may so well behave themselves in this inferior office, that they 
may be found worthy to be called into the higher ministries in thy 
Church, through the same, thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory and honor, world without end. Amen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious 
favor, and further us with thy continual help; that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy 
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‘holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. \ 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

Respectfully submitted, F. G. Hipsarp, Chairman. 


Se 


STATE OF THE WORK AMONG THE PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


Y, 1.— Journal, pages 184, 252. 


REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE 
OF THE WORK AMONG THE PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


We, a majority of the Committee on the State of the Work 
among the People of Color, after as careful an examination of the 
‘subject as we could well give it from the data at our command, 
have reached and beg leave to report the following facts and con- 
clusions : ; 

i. Though, owing to the unsettled state of the country, we have 
no means of ascertaining the exact number of our colored mem- 
bers and attendants on the ministrations ef our Church, yet from 
former statistics we are impressed that they are net inconsiderable. 
‘The bishops in their address to the General Conference of 1856, 
stated that in the Border Slave States alone there was a colored mem- 
bership, including probationers, of about 27,000, with the attendants 
_ upon our ministry, making a probable population of upward of 
100,000. ‘This statement they substantially reaffirmed in their ad- 
dress to the General Conference of 1860. When, with the close 
of the present rebellion, these scattered sheep shall have been gath- 
ered again, we think it probable that an advance upon the above 
exhibit of numbers will result. ‘ ‘ 

2. The war, in breaking the fetters of oppression everywhere, is 
appealing another and a larger class to the prompt and efficient 
missionary enterprise of the Church. That portion of them who 
have been until recently under the care of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, will, in the nature of the case, seek a home with some 
other branch of the Methodist family; all will need religious in- 
struction and ecclesiastical oversight. 

3. As a Church we have never sought, do not now seek to ignore 
our duty to the colored population. A persistent testimony 
against oppression on our part has been accompanied by earnest 
effort for the moral and religious improvement of the oppressed. 
Nor has our labor beenin vain inthe Lord. Public sentiment owes 
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much of its present high moral tone on the subject of slavery to the 
testimony we have borne against it, and among no people in pro- 
portion to population have we had more seals to our ministry than 
among the slaves. 

Deprivation, by circumstances beyond our control, of our appro- 
priate jurisdiction over the extreme Southern slave, has not 
destroyed our sympathy for him, nor lessened our disposition to 
welcome him back to our protection. w 

4, If it be a principle patent to Christian enterprise that the mis- 
sionary field itself must produce the most efficient missionaries, our 
colored local preachers are peculiarly important to us at this time. 
With these properly marshaled, what hindereth that we go down 
and possess the land ? 

5. But how can they be properly marshaled ? Shall they be ad- 
vised to seek a union with some one of the several independent 
African Methodist Churches of this country under the assurance 
that the patronage of our Church shall, for the more perfect com- 
mand of this interesting field, be extended to the union when 
effected? Or shall they remain as local preachers, to be employed 
by the presiding elders where their services may be needed? Or 
shall the doors of the existing Annual Conferences be thrown open 
to them? Or shall they be organized into Mission Conferences, 
with a view to test and develop their adaptation to this peculiar 

“work? 
"6. In reply to these questions we are somewhat prepared to speak 
advisedly, having direct information from delegates to the General 
Conference familiar with this work; from intelligent and trust- 
worthy local preachers who have been deputed by the colored 
charges in Delaware, Maryland, and the District of Columbia to 
represent them before the committee; and from various memorials 
setting forth the wishes of our colored members. _ 

From these sources we gather the following facts: 

(1) Our colored members, ministers, and laymen feel that 
the times are auspicious to the development of their mental and 
Hk power, and request from us the facilities necessary to this 
end. 

(2) A colored pastorate they recognize as among the most im- 
portant of these facilities, securing to them a ministry adapted to 
their wants, encouraging their young men to enter the ministerial 
field, and offering motive and opportunity for general ministerial 
advancement. 

(3) They do not, however, propose to secure this by—indeed they 
are utterly opposed to—separation from our Church, either with a 
view to a union with another, or to independent organization. 
With such a feeling on their part the General Conference cannot 
consistently with its own responsibility, with their constitutional 
rights, or with any decent recognition of their loyalty to our 
Church in all the troubles through which, on their account, she has 
passed, adopt any measure which shall, even indirectly, look to 
such a result. 
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(4) Conference organization is asked for from two quarters; 
other memorials urge that the requests should be granted. The 
local ministers who have been before us have shown deep solicitude 
in this direction. 

7. From this exhibit of facts two convictions are natural, name- 
ly: we must retain the oversight of this people—we must give 
them efficient colored pastors. 
| ‘To retain these pastors as mere local preachers, subject to appoint- 
ment by white presiding elders, will impair rather than increase 
their efficiency—will promote congregationalism among them, 
rather than itinerant missionary enterprise. 

To propose their incorporation with the existing Annual Confer- 
ences will be attended with difficulties too formidable every way to 
be readily disposed of, and the delay incident to such a proposition 
1s incompatible with the urgent requirements of the times. 

In view of these considerations we recommend to the General 
Conference for adoption the following 


PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS: 


Whereas, In the present circumstances of our country, the colored 
people occupy a position of peculiar interest, appealing to our 
Christian sympathy, and inviting our missionary enterprise; and 

Whereas, This enterprise cannot now be made efficient by the 
policy of our Church hitherto pursued toward them, and special 
measures have therefore become necessary ; and 

Whereas, The exigencies of the case require to efficiency prompt 
action; therefore be it 

1. Resolved, By the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Conference assembled, that it is the duty of our 
Church to encourage colored pastorates for colored people wherever 
practicable, and to contribute to their efficiency by every means in 
our power. 

9. Resolved, That the efficiency of said pastorates can be best 
promoted by distinct conference organizations, and that therefore 
the bishops be and they are hereby authorized to organize among 
our colored ministers, for the benefit of our colored members and . 
population, Mission (fonferences—one or more—where in their 
godly judgment the exigencies of the work may demand it; and 
should more than one be organized, to determine their boundaries 
until the meeting of the next General Conference, said conference 
or conferences to possess all the powers usual to Mission Annual 
Conferences. Provided, that nothing in this resolution be so con- 
strued as to impair the existing constitutional rights of our colored 
members on the one hand, or to forbid, on the other, the transfer 
of white ministers to said conference or conferences where it may 
be practicable and deemed necessary. 

3. Resolved, That our General Missionary Committee be re- 
quested to take into careful consideration the condition of our col- 
ored people, and should conferences be organized among them, 
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make to them—consistently with other demands upon its funds— 
such appropriations as may be essential to success. 
Signed for and in behalf of the Committee, 
J. M’Kenpree Retry, Chairman. 
Apam Wautaceg, Secretary. 


4 4 9 


V, Il.—Journal, pages 226, 253. 


REPORT NO. II OF THE .COMMITTEE ON THE STATE 
OF THE WORK AMONG THE PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


The following resolution, referred first to the Committee on 
Revisals, was, upon the recommendation of said committee, referred 
by the General Conference to the Committee on the State of the 
Work among the People of Color, namely : 

Resolved, That the Committee. on Revisals be instructed to 
inquire whether there exists in the laws of our Church any obstacle 
to the reception into the various Annual Conferences of as many 
colored preachers as will supply the colored Churches established 
or to be established among us. 

We, the Committee to whom this subject was finally referred, 
beg leave to report that we are not aware of any legal obstacle to 
the reception of colored preachers into our Annual Conferences. 

aun ay 3 J. M’Kenprer Remey, Chairman. 
Avam Wattace, Secretary. 


—————_—___4~+o@. 


LOCAL PREACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Z% I.—Journal, page 184, 


MEMORIAL OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
LOCAL PREACHERS. 


: PHILADELPHIA, May 19, 1864. 
To THE Bishops AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CoNFERENCE 
oF THE Mernopist EriscopaL Cuurcn. 


RespecrEeD Fataers AND BrETHREN,—The sixth annual meet- 
ing of the “ National Association of Local Preachers of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church” assembled in Philadelphia in October last. 

Among other proceedings the undersigned were appointed to 
visit your body, and express to you “our fraternal feelings, and 
constant devotion to the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

It affords the undersigned great pleasure to be the medium of 
communication, and especially on account of the pleasant relations 
which exist between the itinerant and local ministers of our Church. 
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Our annual assemblies have been occasions of great spiritual 
interest, and marked with the presence and favor of God. 

The objects of our Association are few and simple in their char- 
acter. We desire to form acquaintance with our local brethren 
throughout our country, to counsel with each other as to the best 
methods of improving our piety and usefulness, and mingle in 
religious devotions with each other. 

We are ardently attached to the doctrines and discipline of our 
Church, and also to the unity of the Government of the United 
States of America. ‘ 

Our Association requested our respected bishops to suggest to 
the several Annual Conferences the propriety of inserting im their 
printed Minutes the names and post-office address of the local 
preachers connected with each Annual Conference. 

Our thanks are tendered to the bishops, and also to those Con- 
ferences who promptly complied with our request. 

We would now respectfully ask of the General Conference the 
insertion of a rule in our Discipline providing for the regular pub- 
lication in the Minutes of the name and post-office address of each 
local preacher, designating whether licensed, deacon or elder. 

We believe such publication would promote the efficiency of 
local preachers, their circumspection of conduct, and devotion to 
God. : 

It would also be desirable if brief memoirs of deceased local 
preachers could be preserved in the records of the Church. 

The future historian of American Methodism would be provided 
with valuable material for the history of the dealings of God with 
Methodism on this continent. 

Praying most devoutly that the God of Wesley and Asbury may 
direct your important deliberations, we are your fellow-laborers in 
Christ Jesus, 

Grorce C. M. Roserts, of Baltimore. 
Isaac P. Coox, ad 
Tyomas T. Tasker, Sr., of Philadelphia. 
T. F. Srvuart, of Burlington, Vt. 

Wx. H. Kixcam, of Pittsburgh. 


REPLY TO THE LOCAL PREACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the 
National Association of Local Preachers, beg leave to submit the 
following response to their communication, namely: 

. Dear Breturen,—tThe letter of your representatives—Revs. 
George CG. M. Roberts, Isaac P. Cook, Thomas T. Tasker, Jr, 
T. F. Stewart, and William H. Kincaid—has been received by us. 


Z, I1.—Journal, page 256. 
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It gives us great satisfaction to know that our local brethren 
_as a body are not only sound in doctrine, but in their feelings 
strongly attached to the economy and institutions of our beloved 
Church. You are our brethren beloved, our helpers and fellow- 
laborers in the vineyard of our Lord. ; 

Though the sphere in which you exercise your ministry differs 
in some of its circumstances from that in which we are called to 
labor, the ministry is the same. While, in obedience to the laws 
of the Church, we are subject to frequent changes, and sow the 
precious seed in new and often widely distant fields, you, in your 
local sphere, tell the story of the cross, and whisper the name of 
Jesus in the ears of your sick and dying neighbors. 

In your letter to us you say that “one of the objects of” your 
‘* Association is to counsel with each other as to the best. methods 
of improving your piety and usefulness.” With this object kept 
constantly in view, and practically developed, your Association 
cannot fail of contributing in a high degree to the power and suc- 
cess of your ministry. Deep and earnest piety is the foundation 
element in ministerial character. Without this, all merely human 
qualifications must fall far short of securing the high and holy ends 
of the Gospel ministry. We exhort you, therefore, dear brethren, 
to seek earnestly the highest attainments in the spiritual life. 
May you be able to say, with St. Paul and the early Christians, 
“None of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For, 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we 
oi unto the Lord; whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord’s.” 

Next to personal consecration to God of both heart and. life, 
we recommend to you, as a means of increasing usefulness, the con- 
stant reading and study of the Holy Scriptures, and such other 
books as will enable you clearly and forcibly to expound the word 
of God to your congregations, and make you skillful in winning 
souls to Christ. ; 

In your letter you assure us of your loyalty, not only to the 
Church, but to the “unity and government of the United States 
of America.” It is gratifying to us to receive this assurance from 
you; not that it was needed by us as a ground of confidence in 
your loyalty, but, it is fitting that you, as a large and influential 
elass of ministers, should put yourselves on the record with us, at 
scis time of the nation’s peril, as of unquestioned loyalty. Many 
brave hearts and strong arms have gone forth from your ranks to 
fight the nation’s battles. No Church can give stronger evidence 
of loyalty than is given by this which we represent. 

The blood of our brethren crimsons every battle-field of the 
nation. 

_ In conclusion, dear brethren, we assure you we can never be 
indifferent to anything which concerns your individual happiness, 
or contributes in any degree to your success in the ministry you 
have received of the Lord Jesus. ; 


GARDNER Baker, Chairman. 
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Your committee further report the following resolution for 
adoption by the General Conference, namely : 

Resolved, That we recommend to the Annual Conferences that 
they publish in their Conference Minutes annually the names 
and post-office address of all the local preachers within their 
bounds, designating whether the preacher is an elder, deacon, or 
only licensed. 

And also that, when practicable, they publish in the Minutes 
brief obituary notices of our local brethren who have died during 
the year. Garpner Baker, Chairman. 


See. ano aan eee 


CHURCH EXT: EWS TOW: 
A A.—Journal, pages 226, 266. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON A CHURCH EXTEN- 
SION SOCIETY. 


The committee appointed to devise and report some method by 
which societies in the newer and feebler portions of our vast field 
may be assisted in securing suitable houses of religious worship, 
having carefully considered the subject to them committed, re- 
spectfully submit the following report : 

Your committee are deeply impressed with the great import- 
ance of the end proposed. The ‘country we oceupy is one of vast 
extent and inexhaustible resources, and, by the advance of immi- 
gration and the hand of industry, ‘the wilderness and the solitary 
place” are soon made to “bud and blossom as the rose.” It is 
in every respect of the utmost importance that the Church, with 
all her agencies of Christian power, should keep pace with the 
general progress. ‘ 

Methodism, with her itinerant ministry and missionary spirit and 
work, has always held the advance. The first to preach the Gos- 
pel in the cabin and the school-house, we should also have been 
first in procuring church property and erecting suitable houses of 
public worship, that we might thereby permanently establish our- 
selves in every growing village, town, and city. But hitherto we 
have had no method by which the whole Church could be united in 
this important work. Though our Church is pre-eminent for its 
denominational unity and comprehensive Christian sympathy, yet 
to this hour the weaker portions have been left, for the care of this 
important interest, to their own weakness. They have struggled 
nobly to build up and establish our common cause, until, in many 
instances, overwhelmed with debt, they have been compelled te beg 
assistance from the stronger OF lose all they had already done. 
Meantime other Churches have, with the aid of a general fund 
upon which they have been enabled to draw for the erection of 
suitable houses of worship, in many cases come in and supplanted 
us in communities to which we had borne the Gospel before them. 
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Your committee are clearly of the opinion that this General 
Conference should provide some method of relief. The interests 
involved are those of the whole Church. It is, therefore, eminently 
proper that the representatives of the whole Church should take 
such action as the circumstances require. 

We are not wholly insensible to the difficulties which beset an 
enterprise of such magnitude; but happily the end proposed is so 
essentially missionary in’ every feature, that we may avail our- 
selves of the experience and plans of the Church in her mis- 
sionary labors. 

Your committee, therefore, respectfully recommend for adoption 
the following resolutions : r 

Kesolved, 1. That this General Conference proceed at once to 
organize a Church Extension Society, and in order thereto adopt 
the following 


CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY OF 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


ARTICLE I. 


This association, denominated “Tur Cuurcu Extension Soct- 
ETY OF THE Meruonisr Episcopa. Cuurcu,” is organized for the 
-purpose of enabling the several Annual Conferences to extend and 
establish our Christian influence and power throughout the United 
States and Territories by aiding, wherever necessary, to secure 
suitable houses of public worship and such other church property 
as may promote the general design. 


ARTICLE It, 


The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall constitute a 
member for life. Any person paying one hundred and fifty dollars 
at one time into the treasury shall be an honorary manager for life ; 
and the contribution of five hundred dollars shall constitute the 
donor an honorary patron for life; both of whom shall be entitled 
to a seat and the right of speaking, but not of voting, in the Board 
of Managers, 


ARTICLE III. 


__ The officers of this Society shall be a President, three Vice-Pres- 
idents, a Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, 
and Recording Secretary. 


ARTICLE IV. 
The management and disposition of the affairs and property of 


this Society shall be vested in a Board of Managers, consisting of 
twenty-five laymen, all being members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and so many clerical members, not exceeding that number, 
as shall be determined at each annual meeting called tor that pur- 
pose, each of whom shall be a minister of the Methodist Episcopal 
‘Church, and all of whom, both the lay and clerical members, shall 
be elected at the said annual meeting. 
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ARTICLE V. 


The Corresponding Secretary shall be appointed by the General 
Conference. He shall reside in the city of Philadelphia, and con- 
duct the correspondence of the Society under the direction of the 
Board. He shall be subject to the direction and control of the 
Board of Managers, by whom his salary is to be fixed and paid. 
He shall be exclusively employed in conducting the correspondence 
of the Society, and, under the direction of the Board, in promoting 
its general interests by traveling or otherwise. Should his office 
become vacant by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Board shall 
have power to provide for the duties of the office until the bishops 
or a majority of them, shall fill the vacancy. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The Board shall have authority to appoint all the officers required 
by the charter, and to make by-laws for regulating its own pro- 
ceedings; to appropriate money to defray incidental expenses ; fill 
vacancies that may occur in their own body during the year; and 
shall present a statement of its transactions and funds to the Society 
at its annual meeting, and also: shall lay before the General Confer- 
ence a report of its transactions for the four preceding years, and 
the state of its funds. . 


ARTICLE VII. 


The annual meeting for the election of officers and managers 
shall; be held on the in November, in the city of Phil- 


adelphia, and the term of the service of the officers and managers 
so elected shall commence January 1st following. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


At all meetings of the Society and of the Board, the President, 
or in his absence the Vice-President first on the list then present, 
and in the absence of all the Vice-Presidents a member appointed 
by the meeting for that purpose, shall preside. 


ARTICLE Ix. 


Twenty-one members at each meeting of the Society, and nine at 
each meeting of the Board of Managers, shall be a quorum. 


ARTICLE X. 


The minutes of each meeting shall be signed by the Chairman of 
the meeting at which the minutes are read and approved. 


ARTICLE XI. 


It is recommended that within the bounds of each Annual Con- 
ference there be established a Conference Church Extension Soci- 
ety, auxiliary to this association, under such regulations as the 
Conferences respectively may prescribe. 
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ARTICLE XII. 


Any auxiliary society or donor may designate the society or s0- 
cieties to which they desire any part or the whole of the donation 
by them made to be appropriated, which special designation shall 
be publicly acknowledged by the Board. But in the event that 
more funds should be raised for any particular society or object 
than is necessary, or than have been appropriated by the General 
Committee, the surplus shall be at the disposal of this Society for its 
general purposes. 

ARTICLE XII. 


The Annual Conferences shall be divided into as many districts 
as there are effective superintendents, and there shall be a commit- 
tee consisting of one from each district, to be appointed by the 
bishops, and to be called the General Committee. It shall be the 
duty of this committee to meet annually, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, between the Ist and 20th of November, as shall be determined 
by the Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer, to act jointly with 
the Board of Managers, the Corresponding Secretary, and the Treas- 
urer, in fixing the amounts which may be donated and loaned 
during the ensuing year, and the division of said amounts among 
the several Annual Conferences and societies applying for aid. 
Said committee, with the concurrence of the Board, shall determine 
the amounts for which each bishop may draw, to be donated and 
loaned respectively within the limits of those Conferences over 
which he shall preside, and he shall not draw on the Treasurer for 
more than said amount; and in no case shall money be donated or 
loaned to any society if after such donation or loan there ghall 
remain any legal encumbrance or claim against the property to be 
secured, except only such as may be held by this Society. 

Should any of the members of said General Committee, in the 

Anterval of General Conference, go out of office by death, resig- 
nation, or otherwise, the bishop presiding in the Conferences where 
the vacancy shall occur shall appoint another to fill the vacancy. 

Said committee shall be amenable to the General Conference, to 
which it shall make full report of its doings. 

Expenses incurred in the discharge of its duties shall be.paid by 
the Treasurer of the Society. 


ARTICLE XIv. 


This Constitution shall not be altered or amended but by the 
General Conference, upon the recommendation of the Board of 
Managers, or by the Board on the recommendation of the General 
Conterence. 

Kesolved, 2. That answers 21 and 22 of ques. 1, Part IT, chap. ii, 
§ 12, page 87 of the Discipline, be stricken out, and the following 
be imserted as answer 21: ‘To take collections annually in each of 
his appointments in behalf of the Church Extension Society.” 

All of which is respectfully submitted, i 

A. J. Kynerr, Secretary. HK, E. Grisworp, Ohairman. 


INDEX. 


































































Absence, leave of, granted, Page 128, 149, 151, 175, , Berry, G. M., Appeal of .. be. ees ee Page 79, 269 
199, 208, 228, 230, 238 | Bewley, Rey. A., Death () Geeery afi idjepnciaiete 74, 88 
Address from the British Conference. .40, 41, 291 | Bible Cause, Committee on...-.... ---+++ 21, 69 
— Reply to the..........-.- 191, 214, 232, 293 | —— instructed....... REE SS Ah cig 350 118, 153 
—— of the delegates from British Conf...41, 306 | —— Report of.......-....+-+: 172, 210, 225, 437 
—— from the Canada M. E. Conference. .72, 299 | Bible Society, Address of the Secretary of.. 123 
— Reply to the...........-++5++ 210, 257, 301 | Biblical Inst. at Concord, Memorial from .134, 398 
_— from the Canada Wesleyan Conf. ..149, 302 | —— Report on.....---.+++-+eeerre eres 894, 896 
— Reply to the....-.-+----0+--++ 210, 257, 304 | —— Garrett, memorial from.........------ 100 
_— from the Foreign Ger. Miss. Conf.... 74 | —— Report on....... oor eo... --395, 896 
—— from the Irish Conference....--- 41, 57, 295 | Biblical Institutes..............--- 258, 394, 396 
— Reply to the.......----+-+-++ 210, 257, 297 | Bingham, I. S., salary to be paid to........ 269 
— of the Bishops.......-.+++++-++: 72, 78, 273 | Bishops’ Address.........+-....---++ 72, T2, 278 
— of Laymen’s Convention.......... 176, 407 | Bishops, additional........ 108, 187, 175, 176, 356 
— Pastoral......--++- 21, 69, 168, 209, 256, 433 | —— Administration of the..........-.+ 187, 859 
—— to President Lincoln........++> 98, 147, 155 | —— Character of, passed... ....-.-e- essere 187 
‘Addresses of the General Conference for 1860 —— New, Election of.........+++.+-++ 188, 180 
to corresponding bodies to be published 74 |—— Ordination Of Alapista cteisig ee eats oroietalel='s 185, 211 
See the Addendum.] EE form fore. 222) Ni ieicle le sia ieiels a /etein 471 
Advoeate, Daily, furnished to members, etc. 20| —— requested to make suggestions to the 
—— Kditors of, thanks to...-. ‘ 2 Conference.........-.eeeeerereeeeeet: 58, 214 
Africa, Missionary Bishop for 226, 888 | —— Residences of the...+.....-.--+++* 187, 359 
‘African M. E. Church, Deputation to Gen- —— Support of widows and children of.... 444 
eral Conference Of.....---+++++e5e+e08s 58, 97 | —— Thanks to the......---.--.-- see esse rs 271 
—— Deputation from.... .--.++++++++- 140, 150 | Black River Conference, 3, 14, 56, 68, 68, 88, 99, 
Agents for benevolent institutions.....---- 415 . 103, 123, 143, 158, 168, 216, 225, 234 
Rise, A. P., Appeal of. ....-.+-++++se0229° 209 | —— Irregularity in the Administration of, 189,363 
Alphabetical list of delegates.....--- _.. | Book Agents, Authority of, to purchase real 
—— of reserve delegateS....---+--++s+++0% 10} estate, build, etc... eae pee ee ate 208, 874 
‘Ambassador, the Swedish paper... - .83, 141, 869 | —— at New York. woe 425 
‘American Methodism, Centenary of, Com- —— Report of the.......--...-- - 15, 8381 
mittee ON.....2----eeeceeesee eres teens 44,70 | —— at Cincinnati, Report of the. . 75, 840 
—— Report of .......--+2-+te+5-9° 209, 253, 445 | —— elected ......--+.eeesereeererse rte ss 182 
Annual Conference, President of .....-- 232, 354 | —— Assistants, ClOCERM at ae wide bale .cigt 182, 185 
‘Annnal Conferences, Journals of, to be ap- Book Committee at Cincinnati......... 245, 875 
PTOVEO 2. cee cere eereeerse erences ea 183 | —— Report of the..........--++++ .+ +05, 850 
— to be certified.. ...189, 362, 8363 | —— at New York......-.0- Takes , 245, 874 
— how kept..........---- 200, 285, 364 | —— Report of the......---++-++++ wee ee TD, 839 
Appeals, Committee to try.. .. 19, 20, 88 | Book Concern, Committee on........- 27, 48, 55 
-—— Quorum Of. - 2. <2. 22- ses senses? tee 189 | —— instructed.87, 89, 91, 93, 108, 124, 185, 169, 172 
—— Committee on Conference of...,-- .104, 189 | —— Report Of, NO. Liveiecircjecle «¢s'evie sins 122, 868 
—— Report Of... 02-2 reereeneret** 172, 269 | —— Report of, No. II.....+,-0+--++++-+ 125, 369 
Appeal of Allen, ROMP dea ele Ae He oe = sletePe 209 | —— Report of, No. III....-----+++-+0e+ 141, 869 
—— Berry, G. M..-.i..j.j2 92s nie etree 79, 269 | —— Report of, No. IV.. Ratenerre ae 141, 369 
eee IC OUMIS, Die 0,0 ore j0 on. 0, 010,018. 5ert .19, 186, 858 | —— Report of, No V... ae eee 147, 869 
— Chivington, I 268 | —— Report of, No. VI.....++----++.- 55 155, 870 
— Donahoo, J. T ANG — Report of, No. VII......-..--+ 160, 178, 870 
— Johns, H. T..-.---+ -s095-+* siete saets 209 | —— Report of, No. VIII Le SPL EOP OTL 
—— Knudson, O. B.....--.eee eer eeee 102, 860 | —— Report of, No. IX. . 160, 228, 872 
BTW Abeeth. Neecessserncsec casings 190, 366 | —— Report of, No. X...-.----.+++ 190, 229, 872 
— Martin, 8, W...----eesseeeree 186, 189, 363 | —— Report of, No. XI.....-+- 208, 229, 230, 372 
— Northeot, B. F.....--++--+0e20-70* 77, 141 | —— Mission of the....-------+--°+ 190, 229, 872 
—— Sheets, W. H....---eseereersrece 80, 190 | —— Reports of.....-.--+++ 75, 881, 889, 350, 873 
—— Smithson, R.....--++--esereees neler « 263 | Book Concerns, Sales between........-. 155, 870 
—- Smith, W..-..--+++++ .4T, 218, 269 | Boundaries, Committee on....... 26, 48, 143, 144 
—— Williams, J. L..-.----- Ss tee Rete so... §2| ——instructed.......-++ 59, 87, 94, 109, 116, 188 
— Wilmot, W....-.+---: AT, 156, 268, 885, 886 | —— Report Of. cticinseiersineneins ..- -208, 214-216 
Appointing preachers. ....+2+s-++ese+s 933, 355 | —— Conference, Bishops to consider and re- 
Assistant Secretaries appointed.......-.. 123,72] port om.......seeeerererees hal rate oping tae 269 
—— and Sa ee Sh bakitsielo(ered darter phiae aH 
Baird, I. N., delegate to Evang. Assoe’n.... 269 | Brice, A. L., excused....-+0+errerres sass 5 
Eotitioke Gonference 2 apdie ade e 18, 75, 168, 216 British Conference, Address of....... 40, 41, 291 
Minutes of, for 1861. ....++-e2ereeesers 200 | —— Reply to....-.+-sserereee 191, 214, 232, 293 
Baptisms, re; istration, Of.....++e++seeerses > 421 | —— Delegate from the.......---+-- «21, 40, 41 
Baptism of adults, form for. sles ... 172, 246, 464 | —— Address ‘of the Delegate from the. ..41, 306 
~~ of infants, form for.........--- 156, 246, 461 | —— Sermon of the Delegate from the, 60, 97, 159, 
Baptized children. ...-..--+--+-++++ .. 202, 414 ; 162, 817 
Bannister, H., excused..... easy sta eersteeee 203 | Brown, 8. D., elected Editor of Pacific Chris- 
Bar of Conference fixed. ....--..-----0+75° Q1| tian Advocate.....--..--eeeeeeer err re 188 
Benson, H. ©,, elected Editor of the Pacifie —— Resignation of.......- ee Bok tas Stee 244 


” Christian Adyocate...+..eseeererseeeee 244 | Burial of the Dead, Form for the...126, 246, 460 


496 


Californis Christian Advocate, to receive aid 
Page 179, 871 
Se iditor off: sci) lanes ae teaes 425 
ae MELO OLED... 1, ves anlea icon ahi eeea coal ME LGD 
California Conference.. .8, 14, 48, 68, 76, 84, 108, 
124, 127, 159, 168, 216, 295 
Camden, Thanks to citizens of........., eed 
Carlton, T., elected Book Agent at N. Y.... 189 
Fae EXCUSED SORE wetlcacerdee eta ne cr eons 151 
Carroll,J., Delegate Wes. Meth.Ch.,Canada 98,175 
Canada Conferences, Addresses of. .72,149,299.302 
Replies to...... Di Say WRITE 257, 801 
—— Delegates of .. .68, 72, 98, 149, 162, 175, 199 
—— Delegates to..... Heuer =) 





Caer deweseeee 


— Visitors from ..... 


Centenary of American Methodism, Com- 
SOTUCO ONS ole ni ascceinsessissnsas AED AID 44, 70 
—— instructed..... siiiela tion iaee tb assewsyeraictets 57 
=> Report of the... ....<ds ues eae 209, 258, 445 
Central Chris, Advocate, Editor of, elected.. 181 
Sex to be paidesuissatite ccwblieneuk . 160, 871 
— Proposition concerning............. 141, 869 
= to be enlarged)... seu: shoes seeeee e160, 871 
Central German Conference......... tee 216 





Central Illinois Conf..3, 14, 45, 49, 68, 85, 169, 216 
Central Ohio Conf..3, 14, 49, 76, 99, 124, 163, 217 
Chambers, E. E., admitted to a Seat........ 118 





Index. 


Committee on Centenary of American Meth- 
odiam=s 2.2. Barats acelaigre Sere oe ere Page 44, 70 
ae at AE eee a i Nn cat he 209, 253, 445 
— on Christian and Sanitary Commissions, 21, 
69, 74, 97, 209, 265, 431-488 


Committee on Church Extension .......... 210 
mer 121 LDS L5 His rnp Beir ae + -226, 266, 269, 491 
Ta, Cus Chnrch MUSIC os. sete ke: 140, 21 

pera C4 ANT lai PAA Re ess oe Pan Ce ad 183 
—— on Chorch Tenures............ 92, 124, 105 
a NODORECM ME EOD act tent 172, 264, 266, 267 


—~ on Communication from National Local 
Preachers’ Association 
——— on Conference of Appeals 
Tae eporttedie sees 
——— on Correspondence................. 70, 214 
—— reported, 191, 210, 282, 257, 293, 297, 301, 304 
—— Country, on the State of the. ..37. 72, 74, 98 





Reported cys jena 147, 155, 208, 264, 877-383 
ra On" Bducationy er. eee Bee 31, 62, 110 
a teporteds sw. aes ccc 208, 257, 893-899 
—— appointed in 1860, reported........ 128, 890 
—— on Episcopacy.......... Sota eee 28, 44 


—— instructed, 58, 59, 89, 91, 95, 105, 108, 110, 

117, 129, 130, 131, 138 
—— Teported, 140, 148, 160, 175, 186, 232, 233, 353 
—— on Expenses of Delegates.........21, 69, 72 








(See Revisals and Ritual.) eas; MODOTHED cnn cs tise ee re 209, 230, 259 
Changes in Discipline how to be reported—— 44 | —— on Fast day, Arrangements for. . - 26,56, 61 
Chaplains tu Hospitals, ete........, 141, 208, 414 | —— on Freedmen,..... hosickaasic 21, 70, 108, 180 
Chartered Fund, Report relating to..22b, 266,445 | —— Peportedyce. ee haiee Ceol 184, 266, 440 
——— Trustees’ Keport of............... 192, 442 | —— on German Hymn Book........... 126, 426 
Cheering in Conference disapproved... .... - 145 | —— on German work.........__ 36, 72, 126, 132 
Children, baptized, to be organized into class- ——— Teported s i635: +158, 185, 196, 197, 428-431 

es and receiyed as probationers, ++ 202, 208, 414 | —— on Ltineraitey is hake Sinan ind ke oe 25, 4T 
Chivingcon, L., Appeal of...... SUR RI 268 | —— instructed..64, 90, 91, 95, 105, 109, 118, 127, 
Christian Advocate and Journal........ 1... 835 129, 181, 134, 170, 195 
-—— Hditor of, electeds!. 3s. sessile ve - 208 | —— reported 102, 126, 147, 149, 152, 169, 173, 189, 
Christian and Sanitary Commissions, Com- 196, 200, 208, 218, 283, 234, 285, 8360-368 

AMICLCO ODA <a, - rnis.cicecaic 21, 69, 74, 97, 209, 265 | —— on Lay Delegation.......... 82, 63, 176, 198 
===> Reports of. GiGns, waste 251 280, 441 ||" srepartodien satay een (a be tare 209, 256, 412 
Christian Apologist, Editor of, elected...... FOE On Missions...) suis toe, Me ities 30, 58 
Church, Form for Dedication of. ...122, 145, 453 | — instructed... ., |) 68, 74, 89, 94, 96, 144, 168 
—— Form for laying corner-stone of, 122, 145,450 | —— Reported, 88, 126, 187, 146, 148, 156, 160, 174, 
—— Extension, Committee on.....1...'... 210 178, 184, 197, 199, 226, 227, 888-390 
FRCP ONL Oe ct0eee Santos 226, 266, 269, 491 | —— on Pastoral Addiess...... +21, 69, 168, 209, 
— Extension Society, Constitution of..... 492 / —— reported.....-..0 00 256, 488-487 
Parepecords: 5. sy cactecee Goku 152, 155, 862 | — on Public Worship......110)070 48 
—— Tenures, Committee on..........” +92, 124 | —— on Revisals .0.c.e.50500000. ake ae fa 84, TL 
pg SUPE NCted mus sianealereceen eee cine Maas 105 | —— instructed (see Revisals). 
= Report, of, Nowe cs aai & -172, 264, 266, 967 | —— Teported, 125, 141, 156, 161, 184, 200, 208, 204, 
==; Report of, No: IL..i)1,.. 172, 264, 266, 267 


Cincinnati Conference.. -4, 14, 49, 56, 76, 85, 99, 
104, 119, 127, 148, 168, 182, 217 
Cincinnati, Ladies’. Home Mission in....148, 363 
Clark, Davis W., elected Bishop.... +. 18 
—— ordained 







Ser ly Re lexcused.). 5,00 ce a ave z 1 





1 
Class-meetings, Chango of Discipline. 204,288,415 
Colleges, Condition of..........0.00c.42.., 394 
—— Course of Study for é 
> Day of Prayer for. «02: ccasoucwcecs 259, 898 
—— Ratio of to Conferences............... 892 
Colorado Conference............... 00000 217 
Colored Conferences. ... +217, 224, 252, 255, 487 
SPLOT BES, co uies Bis. sive eines Ace 258, 263 
sapadtorates toe 4 iS. afisk vee 486, 487, 485 
Committee for Trial, Number of........... 417 
—=.0n Appeals... cea Aiba diate iblsitataiats 83 
Seep PSU NGbed aeons dees oe 113, 158 
-SSpreported3 Ha vanes 141, 189, 190, 209, 268 
speed Bible:Canse.... .crcnase quae seme 21, 69 
THaPPMOPONC CM. oie clare anciethe bli aes 172, 210, 225, 437 
—— on Book Concern.......... - yo Rhivert th? 27, 48 


—— instrneted. 87, $9, 91, 98, 108, 124, 185, 169,172 
— Teported, 122, 125, 141, 147, 155, 160, 178, 190, 
208, 228, 229, 280, 868-873 


-— on Boundaries ............. 26, 48, 148, 144 
— instructed... .... 0.0" 59, 87, 94, 109, 116, 188 
ser FOPORGOM ea. ere visi ser al ++ .208, 214-216 








208, 225, 236, 239, 242, 246, 263, 418-426 
—— on Revision of Ritual... a , 98 
Tae ANSUrUCEed a Ale eae ee 97, 104, 182 
——~ Feported. ....122, 126, 145, 156, 172,'209,'046, 
448-4: 


85 
— on Rules oF Order. Ui. eas. een 19, 40, 41 
— on Slaver Sees eee eect ees... 28, BT, 190 
—— ‘instructed: :<:.:22.55: 543 93, 94, 105, 108, 127 


— feported:.. v.24 <.147,-158, 165-167, 875-377 
—— on State of the Work among People of 

Sere seine ete 58, 97 
—_ Feported.... + .. 5184, 226, 252, 258, 485-488 
—— on Sunday-schcol and Tract Cause.. .88, 69 
—— ‘instructed........., 70, 85, 94, 117, 184, 169 
— reported... .. 142, 161, 190. 261-263, 399-406 
—— on Temperance..... sisiesisvesiniey denice 21, 70 
reported. Soe tr eseeee 226, 265, 489 
-— on Temporal Economy.......... Paes 20) 
— instructed, 93, 104, 106, 112, 180, 186, 144, 194 
—~ Teported... ..142, 191, 295, 228, 266, 443-445 
on Dhanks o.c4qe gree 255, 257, 270, 271 
—— on Tract Cause (see Sunday-schools), 
—-on Trusteeship for General Conference 57, 
97, 158, 195, 447 
Committees, Places-of meeting............. 72 
— Special, appointed, 21, 56, 69, 97, 124, 189, 210 
—— Standing , 23-39, 44, 59 
Complaint not to be dismissed by Chairman 102 
Conferences, Colored, Organization of.. cee's 255 


Index. 


Conference of Appeals, Comm. on. . Page 104, 139 
Sea TEPULLCM fg Sainte cee vs o soho oj Siawaian , 269 
Contingent Fund...... ...........--0+: 
Corkhill, T. E., excused 
Corner-s stone, Form for laying 
Consecrating Bishops, Form for 
Country, the State of the, Com. on..87, 72, 74, 98 











—- reported......... 147, 155, 208, 264, 377-883 
Counts, deen Complaint  Moanoee 79, 186, 358 
Cowles, W. ., excused. .........0....-00+ 196 
Crary, B. F., elected Editor of ©. C. Adv... 181 
Curry, Ds elected Editor of the C. A. & J.. 209 
Deacons, Form of Ordaining .............. 
Dedication of a Church, Form for..122, 145, 453 
Deeds for Churches, Borinoten mat keane - 267 
— Parsonages, TSG iN) Oe ERA 267 
Delaware Conference ......-....0.2-200005 217 
Delegates, Alpiabetical list of............. 7 
‘by WOU LCLETICOSs moe s15.-. 0.9) 6.0: oraisicincaiciane 13 
——— WXPeNSCS OF «roo a a niayn ee ne ainscie a= 259, 26) 
— Book Concern to pay deficiencies in... 245 
— Expenses of, Committee on ...... 21, 69, 72 
OTE HOMLCC cle ig siiverl- aise <nn1snj* ae 209, 230, 259 
— Restrictive Rule to be changed, 208, 235, 367 
— expenses to be published............. 252 
— leaving without consent ............ +. 185 
—— tocorrespond’g bodivs, 143, 163, 191, 257, Ee 
Delegation, Lay, Committee on ...... 32, 63, 1 
— ‘Report (i Shokan 209, "056, 419 
Depository at Detroit..............-..- 16), 179 
— Philadelphia ........ saan aie liars 147, 369 
— Pittsburgh .............. e 16), 229 
— San Fraiicisco, Cal..........+----- 160, 370 
Be OVS oo coor ins sksisidals 0 eset 160, 371 
—— St. Paul, Minn........ ...-..- -.160, 178, 370 


Deputation to Evangelical Association ..210, 269 
Des Moines Conference 215, 217 
Detroit Conference 
Discipline, Manner of Presenting Changes i in 44 
— Kditing the new 24: 
— Rearrangement QM aot aia er eis hei 241, 418 
Documents for Reference, how to be pre- 


[pl Ch dng ege OPE me Deer eta s AOReEbeE 45 
Donahoo, J. T., Appeal of.....--...-.-.--- 268 
Duplicates of resolutions, etc., ordered...... 44 
Durbin, J. P., elected Corresponding Secre- 

tary of the Missionary Society. ....-...01+ 181 
Dustin, M., delegate to ‘Cauada Conference... 257 


East Baltimore Conference, 8, 14, 45, 50, 58, 64, 

76, 104, 119, 143, 218 
East Genesee Conf..3, 14, 50, 87, 99, 105, 143, 218 
Bast Maine Conference 8, 14, 218 
Economy, Temporal, Committee on 
— instructod, 93, 104, 106, 112, 180, 136, ih ‘194 


— Report of, INGE a a ecua 42, 443 
— Report of, ING gi veleje ccwiemiv aise 142, 298° 43 
—— Report of Jha U5 Sepa eeeanerr ct 191, 444 
— Report oft IN OSE G «cise ace sane 225, 266, ee 
Educationsl Meeting SABER SEER Sanaa oetc 

—— Convention .......-..--- eee eee 391, 303 
——— Sbatietics, POND) Of. 5, «,<:ac0:e10 bieisjejeswieis 259,, 39T 
Education, Board Of......--...-+++-++> 123, 390 
Education, Committee on..........-----+ > 62 
oem IEP ERCLOUD Sucre a cin oie nis = ens iohaippisigwine sd 110 
— Report of..........-.---. 208, 257, 393-399 
— of 1860, Report of the ............- 128, 390 
Eddy, T. M, elected editor of N. W. C. A.. 182 
Elders, Form for Nhe a of.. 476 


Election of Book Agents.. 





4) —— Report of, No.1 





497 


Episcopacy, Com. on, instructed... Page 58, 59: 
89, 91, 95, 105, 108, 110, 117, 129, 130, 181, 133 
140, 853 


« 


— Report of, INO PERN: noe eee 148, 932) 354 
—— Report of, No. 111... - -160, 15, 283, 855 
—— Report of, No. IV .... 
Episcopal districts, Plan of. 












Erie Conf.....4, 15, 64, 77, 105, 127, 144, 183, 218 
Evangelical Association, Deputation to 210, 269 
Expenses of dtlegates............. 5, 259, 260 
—— Committee on... 2.2... eee ees 21, 69, 
= TMEPOLOd BI. Fae wav teelvee teaae 209, 230, 059 
=——— tO be published os... < Meiers rele te 252 
Extension, Church, Committee on..... ... 210 
—— Teported) irises scape eee 226, 266, 269, 491 
Extension of Time ............ 173, 174, 360, 867 
Fast-day, Observance of....4......... 22, 56, 61 
Flag, American, to be raised on the chureh. 22 
— to be suspended in the church........ 28 
Fort Ann, Memorial from...........-. 189, 363 
Foss, A. C., takes his seat ................. 213 
Freedmen, Committee on... -21, 70, 108 
Ee frstruoted ek ate veld. cus ccna 
—— reported........ 184, 266, 440 
Ruler; J: My aeente. satis is. cece 
Fund, Chartered, Report relating to 225, 266, ms 
Trustees, report of..............-. 92, 442 
Gardiner, Rev., from M. E. Church, Canada 162 


Garrett Biblical Institute, Memorial from... 100 


General Conference, Committee on Trustee- 


Ship oh anit ieee eee te eee te ce 9T 
—— reported ............-...000-- 158, 195, ‘44T 
—— next session of ............... 193, 250, 251 


Genesee Conference.. .4, 15, 50, 99, 105, 118, 215 
German Conferences in the United States 
196, 197, 216, 430, 43 






German Hymn Book.........-...- 126, 426, 48 

—— Mission Conference, Address of ...... 74 
German work, Committee on..... 36, 72 
—— instructed..............00.0---0-- 126, 132 
—— Report No. I..:........ - -158, 196, 428 
— Report NovIL.............4-. 185, 197) 430 
Germany and Switzerland Mission Conf...’ 218 
Hames; S:, extused 2 oot sissy es est ceeccees 233 
Harlan, L. D., Memorial from ............. 270 
Harrison, W. 'F, appointed on Committee. 43 


Harris, Ww. L, Acting Secretary of General 
Conference 
— elected Assis’t Sec’y of Miss’y Society, 181 
-— elected Secretary of General Conference 19 
Hill, Moses, delegate'to Evang. Associaiion.. 269 
Hiichcock, L., elected assistant Book Agent 
at Cincinnati 182 


Idaho Conference wii. Soret e ee news 251 
Illinvis Conference, 4, 15, 50, 57, te 64, 77, 88, 99, 
6, 128, 169, 219 
India Mission Conference ............----. 219 
a Se NeMmOrialiirOMi<, steers sre) existe tee 


83 
Indiana Conférence 4, 15, 50, 57, 58, 64, 77, 88, 
99, 106, 128, 169, 219 


Invitation to visit Academy of Fine Arts.. aoe 
——+| Hose Of Refvages fos occ s cise ane ceed 
—— Independence “ale 138, 146, 150, ib 
—— Institution for the Blind.......-.-.... 189 
GU MAINU aie ehioee 44 $A ek os Lape muieg eeeecte 218 
| —— School for Feeble-minded Children ... 213 
—— Union League Rooms......... 115, 150, 152 





— Union Volunteer Refreshment Saloon 192 





ma BISHODB so oi Snes 5:5 wicitl~ 2h5:n.0 0p isiaip ain nie 

— Corresponding’ Secretaries ....181, 182, 183 | Iowa Conference, 4, 15, 54, us 88, ret 18, 219 

— Editors ..... 181, 182, 188, 208, 209, 244, 261 | Irish Conference, Address of. : gence 7, 295 

Blections, Order Of . -.0:..0.-aececesieces ce 2, 177 | —— Reply to the .....-......--..- so, oer 29T 

Elliott, Charles, Comp'iment iO ee "969 | ——= Delegate, Addréss of the.........-.51, 295 

— Delegate to be banat os Canada. “y Tain Letter meri: Te a y 

— ted to a seat on the platform...... neranc onl COON cee ks seins nese08 

— ee be pad ...... ee Sree as eSesuetoil 180, — inst ucted, 64, 90; 91, 95,105, 109, 118, 407, 
Episcopacy, Committee’on.,...+-.-.+.+6. 4 129," 131, 134, 170, 2 i 


32 


498 


Itinerancy, Com. on, Report No. I, Page 102, 360 







— Report No. IT.. .126, 149, 162, 13, 174, 860 
-—— Report No. IIL......+.-..4-5+ 41, 233, 361 
— Report No. 1V..........- 152, 158 196, 362 
— Report No. he niercrdiela a/eeeeieta 189. 213, 234, 362 
— Report No. VI............4-- 200, 285, 364 
— Report No, VIE Sour ease Soe 208, 235, 366 
— Report No. VIII..... ofc Gis nie se,0 126, 367 
Janes, Bishop, has leave of absence..... 128, 175 
Johns; Hol. Appeal Of... 2 ober. sents ae cence 209 
Journal of General Cee to be edited 

DyGUHO SCCLCEATY: vce <0 wsfeeeimusideelece ee 21 
— with assistance.......... 270 
— to be sent to each member ........... 184 
Journals of Annual Conferences to be ap- 

PFOVCU ClO ry ocns,cinisin nie/« te]eisiels 183, 200, 235, 364 
— Extracts from, to be made for the sev- 

Fall COMUMILECES 0) s0.ci6 ws 0 slaioleine sie sie ees 
— to be certified ..............4- 189, 862, 363 
— to be kept, how .......--...+ 200, 285, 364 


Kansas Conference, 4, 15, 51, 65, 77, 89, 106, 108, 
120, 129, 220 





Kentucky Conference ............- 4, 15, 65, 220 
— Delegates from, take their seats....... 43 
Kingsley, C Calvin, elected Bishop’. irsjene-s x 180 
ta NOTUAINE, «sree. vo oe ans vleles 0a nee eens 212 
Kuhl, P., delegate to Evang. ‘Association... 210 
Knudson, OCB CASO TOD vex 5, se: teys epaietotee 102, 860 
Ladies’ Re peta Editor of, elected ...... 188 
Lanahan, J., excused...........+.065 .. 203 
Lay Delegation, Committee on. «82, 63 
EMIS EE NICE GG (oo! oc0le tase ic oye, fii siminielsieeiere.= 193 
—— reported BRAT GRE Sr et eerie 209, 256, 412 
Laymen’s Conveution, Delegation and Ad- 
GLOSS LOM Casi dcine s0e,c/sesc Naspaasttioncis 176, 407 
Liberia Conference .............00202 scene 220 
License, Preaching withouk 2 hoe ae 
Local Preachers, Church relation of........ 425 
—— National Assoc’n of, Memorial from 184, 488 
eer ONG ALO us, 07s,cix/a tse wines <aele Eemigeearna 





— Committee on, Reported 256, 489 
Lord’s Supper, Form for Administration of, 209, 





246, 467 
Lore, D. D., elected Editor of Nor, Ch. Adv, 261 
Love Feast, General Conference........... 15 
M’Abee, I. N., case of 366 
IMn2G0 PAs neXCUSER! oO ois ne «in bis pia enaiense 230 
Maine Conference............05 5, 220 
Manual of Methodism ordered. 5, 867 
Marriages, Registration of 421 
Martin, 8. W., case of........0..25 186, 189, 863 


Mason, J., excused BP Re ee sat apie ee tS 175 
Matrimony, Form of Solemnization, 126, 246, 457 

Means of Grace, Change of Discipline re- 
SANGIN ais sosib hnireh ceric ape euime 204, 238, 416 
Member, Trial of an Accused.... ...... 242, 421 
Memorials & Petitions,.Mode of Presenting 45 
Michigan Conf. ...4, 15, 46, 51, 69, 78, $9, 108, 220 
Miller, J. G.. takes hi s seat apt Py pear Rie 48 
Minnesota Conference, 4, 15, 51, 58, 65, 78, 100, 
108, 120, 163, 220 








Minotity Reports: ur . ies wide thewiemamereys 126, 158 
Missionary Bishop for Africa... .......226, 888 
Committee. General, Report of... .2: 26, 838 

— Society, Change in Constitution of, 184, 197, 
226, 386 

— Assistant Sec, to visit Pacific Coast.... 270 

—— Corresponding Secretary of, elected... 181 
— Assistant Secretaries elected. ae 181, 188 
—toconvey lands to Wallamet University, 115, 
156, 385 

Mission Conferences. . 3 . 188, 148, 838 
Missions, Committee on ...------.e 00. 30, 58 
instructed........ 68, 74, 89, 94, 96, 144, 168 
—— Report No. I............., 's3, 1 , 199. 888 


— Report No. Il, 126, 146, 148, 174, 178, 226, 384 











Index. 


Missions, Com. on, Rpt. No. ITI Page 156, 199, 885 
Report NOC LV Toh eee 140, 227, 886 
—— Report No V............ 184, 197, 226, 886 
Missouri and Arkansas Conf, ..4, 15, DL, 130, 220 
Morgan, L. F., takes his seat .............- 203 
Morris, Bp., Resolutions concerning, 22, 283, 355 
~— Semi-centennial Sermon of.. 22, 9T, 124, 281 
Morrison, Rey. from M. E. Church, Canada. 162 





Mulfinger, G., delegate to Evang. Assoc’n.. 210 
Music, Chureh, Committees on......... 140, 210 
—— reported................ Seah He wee 188 
Nast,Wm., elected Editor of Chris. Apologist 181 
— delegate to Evangelical Association ... 210 
—— delegate to Canada Wesleyan Conf.... 264 
Nebraska Conference...... 4, 15, 48, 65, 130, 220 
—— Delegate of, arrives .............-.... 438 
Nelles, 8. 8., delegate from Canada Wesleyan 
Methodist Church). esc ase iteie 98, 199 
Nelson, R:, exctsed 2... fo. ee oe ccnp ae 151, 228 
Nesbit, S. H.. elected Editor of the Pitts- 
burgh Christian Advocate.........2.-255 182 
Nevada Conference ........+-...-- 216, 220, 225 


Newark Conference, 4, 16, 51, 66, 90, 109, 163, 220 
New England Conference, 4 16, 46, 52, 58, 78, 
90, 109, 181, 169, 184, 221 

New Hampshire Conf... ....5, 16, 52, 66, 131, 221 
New Jersey Conf., 5, 16, 52, 66, 69, 91, 110, 181, 221 
New York Conference, 5, 16, 52, 59, 70, 78, 91, 
120, 181, 170, 184, 221 

New York East Conference, 5, 16, 46, 52. 59, 68, 
78, 91, 120, 131, 144, 168, 170, 221 


Northeot, B. F., Appeal Fi sega abosta eg fife 141 
Northern Chris. Adv,, Editor of, elected .208, 261 
—— Eiitor of, resigned ................--- 244 
— Pub .ishers, Report OES cae seiner 192, 352 

— transferred to Book Agents at New 
MON carers ase teieciseieecies 208, 230, 874 
North Indiana Conference, 5, 16, 46, 52, 78, 92, 
132, 170, 221 


North Ohio Conference; 5, 16, 53, 59, 66, 79, 93, 
120, 132, 144, 164, 185, gat. 

Northwestern Chr. Adv., Editor of, elected. ne 
Northwest German Conference............ 221 
Northwest Indiana Conf ...5, 16, 46, 54, 93. 112, 
183. 185, 901 

Northwest Wisconsin Conf..5, 16, 46, 53, 66, 79, 
118, 172, 192, 223 


Ohio Conference. ..5, 17, 53, 79, 98, 183, 144, 222 
Oneida Conf. ..5, 17, 53, 66, 93, 114, 133, 144, 222 
Order, Point of, decided 1 

— - Rules OM joisin'a ses ati 





Oregon Culiterenen 5, 17, 53, 75, 79, 94, 115, 133, 
192, 215, 222, 251 


Pacific Chris. Adv., to receive aid....... 179, 371 
—— HRaitor of, elected. ................ 188, 244 
—— Editor of, resigned... ................ 244 
Pastoral Address, Committee on..... 21, 69, 209 
=a INSUUCLOM > sc coe cane SP om hem te ee rome 168 





—— Report of 256, 433 
Peck, George, invit-d to Seat on Platform.. 47 
——delegate to Wesleyan Church in Canada. 257 
«— Presentation of Cae toe. iene oer 242 
Peck, J. T., elected Editor of Nor. Ch. Adv. 208 
—— Resignation of AL 








Norwamong the... sie cccus ame cee eee 58, 9T 
— Beport Of, NowL. -e 184, 252, 485 
o. IL 226, 253, 458 

Perkinpine & Higgins, hanks Ocean. 271 
Petitions, etc,. Mode of Presenting..... ... 45 


Philadelphia Conference, 5, 17, 66, 79, 100, 115, 

133, 145) 162, 192, 222, 224 
Philadelphia, Depository in............ 147, 369 
— Paper i n 


Index. 


Pittsburgh Chris. Adv., = of, elected te 182 
—— Finane al exhib t of..... 2.20.0... 100, 851 
—— Publishing Committee of............. 265 
Pittsburgh Conference, 5, 17, 54, 60, 70, 94, 100, 

116, 121, 228 
Pittsburgh, Depository at.......... 160, 229, 371 














Poe, A., elected Book Agent at Cincinnati... "192 
Porter, J., elected Assistant Book Agent at 
New bd aes Sa ks A Erne 185 
me OXCUBEE «ocean tae Samael’ sigs n cise sie 151 
Prayer, Annual Week of........... 160, 227, 3886 
— Concert of, fur Missions ....... 160, pst 856 
— Day of, for Colleges......-..-..... , 398 
Presbyterian Chureh, Letter from diana 
Assembly of See AR AmeAobe bee Seca hriS 207 
emhystoucse sete as aenn cia = QUT 
President Teall, Address to....-.....155, 378 
MECULCEA LOLA e cee mar emiaacie: 177, 185, 380 
—— Proclamation of ...........+.++.--- 5, 1 
GLO Cmne cn Sab te hee eee ce gc.e 98, 147, 155 
President of Annual Conference....... 232, 354 
Presiding Elders’ Districts, Division of.. 140, 853 
Certific ite of Withdrawal pede seeae eae 141, 354 
Presiding Elders, Mode of Elvcting........ 152 
— Power of. .......-.0-0 sees e ee eee 282, 855 
—— Stationing of ...........-- esse eee 141, 354 


Providence Conference, 6, 17, 46, BA, 60, 67, 70, 

94, 134, 193, 223 
Public Worship, Change of Discipline on 240, 417 
—— Committee ON......--- eee eer eee eees 44, 48 


Quarterly Conference, business, order of, 248, a 


— Keport, Preacher’s............-++--+- 421 

Quarterly Review, Editor of, clected....... 181 
Quorum of Committee on Appeals pokorh ce 189 
— Standing Commiittees............-.++ 43 


Receiving members into the Church, Fad 
HORS ane es cie heres. e aisjsies atin = «ce 122, 145, 448 
Reception of ministers from other inched 





+125, 200, 413, 417 

Railroad Companies, thanks to........---- 270 
Reger, J. W., excused .......-+----++--25+ 175 
Perstestiou ‘of Mar riages and Baptisms... 421 
Reid, J. M. elected Editor of West’n. C. ‘AL 188 
% Reilly, J. M K., excused.......--0-+----00> 199 
Report and Memorial of 8. 8. Union..... 54, 400 
Report of Book Agents at Cineinnati..... 15, 840 
—— Book Agents at New York. .. 1d, 881 
—— Committee at Cincinnati. . 15, 350 


— Committee at New York 
—— Committee on Appeals, 141, 189, 190, 209, 268 
— Bible Cause...........--- 172, 210, Y95, 4387 








— Book Concern, No. I ......----+++ 122, 868 
— — No. Il 125, 369 
— No. 
— — No. 
— — No. 
— — No. 
— — No. 
— No. 
—— —— No. IX 
—— —— No. X 
ee NOL 


— Boundaries 
— Centenary of Amer. Methodism, 209, 258, 45 
—— Christian and Sanitary Comm. .209, 265, 431 
— Church Extension 226, 266, 269, ae 






— Church Musi¢c 0.0... eee eee 
—— Church Tenures, No. I ... 172, 264,266, 267 
—— —— No. Ih... 2 eee ee ee 172, 264, 266, 267 
— Conference of Appeals ......----- 172, 269 
— Correspondence, ire 210, 214, 282, 257, 298, 

297, 301, 304 
—— Education.....+.-+.-s++0+ 208, 257, 393-899 
— Education, appointed. in 1860...... 123, 890 
— pe No. 140. 358 
— — No 


a NOW 








499 


Com. on Expenses of Delegates righ an 280, 259 









































— Freedmen.........0 .... «+. 265, 440 
— German Hymn Book.......-.....+ "426, 426 
— German Work, No. [.......-. 158. 196, 428 
EEN OMIT teeta Rae 185, 197, 430 
—— Itinerancy, No. 1...............-- 102, 360 
— N 126, 149, 162, 173, 174, 360 
_— PSH Wek eres sees te 147, 238, 361 
— Oe ire sinidensg one 152, 155, 196, 362 
— . 189, 218, 234, 862 
——— == No. VE i ete 200, 235, 864 
—— — No. VIIL.............0.25 208, 235, 866 
—— — (minority)...........00-2 20: 126, 867 
— Lay Delegation 209, 256, 412 
— Local Preachers’ Communication ..256, 489 
— Missionary, A feet ietate aioe 226. 388 
— Missions, No. I.........-.- 83, 187, 199, 883 
— No. IL..126, 146, 148, 174, 178, 226, 884 
— —No. Ill ......... . 156, 199, 885 
— —No.IV.... . 11160. 227, 886 
— — NouV.... ese eee 184, 197, 22 386 
—— Pastoral Address ..........---.--+ 6, 433 
— Revi oe NOPD Ae ae eed a dele 125, 200, 413 
a Deied eet caus cnes ce 141, 208, 414 
RET TIT. 156, 204, 207, 208, 236, 250, 415 
— — No. IV 161, 239, 417 
— — No. V 184, 242, 491 
— No. VI ee 246, 250, 2083 424 
—— Revision of Ritual, No. I 122, 145, 448 
— — No. Il 196: 246 45T 
— — No. lll . 156, 246, 461 
— — No. IV 172, 246, 464 
— No. V 209, 246, dh 
— Sacred Music ........ 06.0. eee cere eee 188 
—— Sanitary and Christian Comm. 209, ne 431 
— State the Country,-No. I........ 147, 377 
— Sy Meier EcunA ATOR aio rac 155, 878 
— —. No. UC REP Re ee. On pi cacciatic 177, 380 
—— ——No. IV'.....-..-0 0 eee 208, 264, 880 
— Slavery . 147, 165, 167, 375 
—— (minority). .....0.-.--2 eee ee eee 158, 3877 
— State aa the Work among People of 
Color sNOsT 355 2222 caseneeiserel 184, 252, 485 
— — No.l ........s.esee sees 226, 253, 488 
— 8.8. ind “ha Cause, No. I....... 142, 402 
—— — No. IL ....--.+e0- eee eee 161, 261, 403 
— —No. lit Be RS he 190, 261, 404 
— Nop iviwiea ae 226% ewan: 190, 263 
Temperance ...........+.-+.- 226, 265, 439 
— Temporal Economy, No. L........ 142, 443 
— — No Il ...... 142, 228, 443 
— —No.lll. Ag 191, 444 
———'=—'No; TV eve. t eee ees 995. 266, 445 


—— Trusteeship for General Conf... 158, 195, 447 
—— Publishing Committee of Northern 


Christian Advocate ......-+.+.eeeeee 192, 852 
—— Tract Society. .......0 eee cee ee eee 899 
Reports to be Consolidated. ..............- 151 

Reserve Delegates admitted to Seats, aS tee ve ti 

196, 18 
PPAR OE EL Cet b eke bh ae Pet 10 


Resolutions to be Presented in Writing .... 57 
Restrictive Rule, Change of, recommended, 208, 
235, 367 

Revisals, Committee on....-.--. seer eens 84, 71 
— instructed, 57, 59, 60, 69, 70, T1, 88, 84, 85, 
86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 93, 94, 95. 96, 97, 

103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 112, 

113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 124, 128, 129, 131, 

132, 135, 148, 169, 170, 171, 172, 193, 210 





— Report Now] 4s syns oats eae 125, 200, 413 
— Report No. Le Hid 2 en 141, 203, 414 
— Report No. IIL ......156, 204, 208, 236, 415 
— Report No. IV.......26..60.: 161, 239, 417 
—— Report No. V.2.....5 sss... 184, 242, 421 
— Report No. VI..........- 225. 246. 268, 424 
Richardson, Bishop, from M, E. Church in 
Canada 25 PRO aie oleic a eile ote ebaiviate wdiate 162 
Ritual. Revision of, Committee on........ 74, 98 
—~ instructed..........56+ Lele op oe D Ty LOK 132 


500 


Ritual, Revision of, Com. on, Report/No, 1 
Page 122, 145, 445 


— Report No. IL .........--.-6- 126, 246, 457 
—— Report No. III..............-. 156, 246, 461 
— Report No. IV 172, 246, 464 
— Report No. V......... 209, 246, 467 





Rock River Conference, 6, 17, 41, B4, 60, 11, 80, 
95, 100, 116, 121, 134, 145, 164, 193, 1228 
§ 








Rocky Mountain "Conference ...........2+4- 
CHAISE TIOG dat octets 198, 388 
Roll, calling of, dispensed with............. 40 
Moehwienry, excused: 7. ./-:<teve alolex! ee sleiwia'a 199 
Rules of Order, Committee on ............ 19 
REPORT OL, ciecrade lai beiclaeeitiatbistetsiactt oleae 40, 41 
Rules and Committees to be printed....... 


Sacraments of Baptism and Lord’s Supper, 
Form for 461, 464, 467 
Sacred Music, Committee on 140, 210, 1838 
San Francisco, Cal., Depository at. [160, 334, 3870 
Saint Paul, Minn., Depository at... .160, 178, 370 
Sanitary and Christian Cominissions, Gom- 
BISELCO OIG <i sio ci iicieslesinideaisate ne 21, 69; 74. 97 
— Report of ..............-. 209, 265, 431-433 
Seott, Dr. Robinson, Address of, to the Con- 








ferenceje.. 2. ee, Se beet. 5T 
— takes leave of Conference ............ 191 
Secretaries, Assistant, appointed.......... 23, T2 
=——-FIDBDES COs ci oe Gifs Bia tthe dos teegis Sale che 271 
Secretary; elected... .-0ccecsseemetewass 19 
Seminaries, Regulations concerning........ 892 
Sa Condit On, Of... «.-se:e0ye) onic ofa" « 010i sleinjers 894 
Semi-centennial Sermon of Bp. Morris, 22, 97, 12¢ 
Sheets, W. H., Case of. .......-0 0000. eee 80, eed 
Simpson, Bishop, excused ................ 
Slavery, Change of Rule on ....147, 165, 167, 36 
—— Committee on, ...,...ee eee seer eees 28, 5T 
—— instructed ............. 98, 94, 105, 108, 197 
—— reported ..............2 fe 147, 165, 3875 
-— Minority Report of ..........-.... 58, 31T 
eae UISCHAT SOM. ca icie vies slat ales ccstietaeierch ere st 190 
Smithson, R., Appeal of............+..-..- 268 
Smith, Welcome, Appeal of 47, 213, 269 


South-eastern Indiana Conference, 6, 17, 54, 60, 
67, 80, 121, 134, 164, 194, 298 

Southern Illinois Conf., 6, 17, Bb, 117, 121, 185,.223 

South, M. E. Church, Reception of Ministers, 





BROUIE cin ne Ponda inipasid sana ees 241, 417 
South-western German Conference,....... 223 
Special Committees ordered............05 21 
Standing Committees appointed........ Sate 
Ca) i go eA eee Ss oe di —N7 ae, 19 
FOR SPINE se wiglyis oe Fipin guaivicanele [ails sel 44 
State of the Country, Committee on... .37, 72, - 
——— I nsructedind. thi tke s RAMs dete aie 
=== Beport: Naa, Tye oieje;sie, 00:3 se 019 s.0e'e jie 147, stt 
— Report No. JI............. 1155, 878 
— Report No. III. - 177, 880 
— Report No. IV.....,.......... 208, 264, 380 
State of the Work among People of Color, 58, 97 
—— Report: Now Le cee sis sities vinci 184, 259, 485 
—— Report INGILL Suse ec 226, 258, 488 
Stewards, Duties.of ........20...22 cen eee 421 


8.8. Books and Papers, Editor of, elected.. 181 
8. 8. and Tract Cause, Committee on the. 88, 69 


-—— instracted:......... 70, 85, 94, 117, 184,169 
——Report: Now D. 2 osc. sitc.rets apenas 142) 402 
— Report No. IT... ec bbe. 161, 261, 403 
—— Report: No: jI LD. is i105 iss dine. 190, 261, 404 
=———pleeport Na. Wits - ice. Seine srelata bie 190, a 
Sunday-school Statistics............6.0e0 ee 
—— Superintendents.............. 

—— Union, Report ofthe... 2... 





— Change i in Constitution of. 

—— Teachers’ Journal,. -855, 401, 402, 408 

patos man and the ‘Instruction of Chil- 
Peer "Preachers, located without 
their, consent 189,863 


] 





Index. 


Supplies, employing........-...-+ Page 238, 855 
Swedish Paper........+..--. 2.208. $8, 141, 369 
Taylor, Rev. Dr., introduced ......--+..--- “123 
Temperance, Committee on.....2....2+5: , 70 
—— reported. .....--.eeseee cee eeee 226, 265, 439 
Tempvral Economy, Committee on. 21, 


— instructed, 98, 104, 106, 112, 130, 136, 1, 494 
— Report No. I 2, 443 
—— Report No. IT.. 


. 142, dee 443 












— Report No. III we ee AGL, 444 
— Report No. IV.........-+.4--. 295, 266, 445 
Thanks. for various favors......... 257, 270, 271 
Thanksgiving Proclamation, Resolutions on 128 
— Service......... cs cece cece essen , 228 
Thomas, E., elected, Editor of Cal. Ch. Adv. ‘182 
Thomson, Edward, elected Bishop........- 180 
EB RENT eee | Ses EO INN 212 
Thornton, Rev. W. L., yor of, before the 
Conference........c.se.0+ 0, 97, 159, 162, 317 
Time, Extension of......-..... 173, 174, 360, 367 
Tract Cause and Sunday-schools, Comniittee 
OTE EHIO i 5 Ss cia ao lope oraln ayain.a wisstudin soe eee 69 
instructed s.c.c5.s..-- 70, 85, 94, 117, 134, 169 
—— Report-No. 1...... 225... c eee c ness 142, 402 
— Report No, Il. 161, 261, 403 
— Report No. III.. 190, 261, 404 
—— Report No. IV.........0......205. 190, 263 
Tract Society, ae ofjthes.. 25 <)-te eres 1D, 399 
— and Christian Commission...... ....- 432, 
Trimble, J. M., elected 2d Ass’t Cur. Sec’y 
Misses BOG 5 5... phy reaps ta a deloetay APE 183 
Trial, Power of Committee of........... 282, 355 
—— Number of Committee for....---...- 41T 
—— of an accused Member...............+ 421 


Troy Conference ..6,,18, 55, BO 95, 100, 117, 135, 
145, 165, 215, 298 
Trustees of Church Property 268 


Trusteeship for General Conference, Com- 


“miitteeon. Plan Of, iahescuge\ers ais pape. ape cs OT 
——— reported. ....... ccc cece ee oe 155, 195, 44T 
Tryon, L. D., Case of............ eee 194 
Union Chapel case, Cincinnati.......... 186, rel 
Union Church, Thanks to Trustees of...... 271 
Universities, Number of,...............-- 392 
= Gondilionsot aa ecehias tiara 394 
Upper IowaConf.,6, 18, 55, 81, 96, 145, 194, 215, 224 
Vermont Conference,..... 6, 18, 55, 101, 136, 224 
Waring, A. H., takes his seat.............. me 
Washington Conference............+.s0505 224 
— Deputation to.... ... .2.....- 147, 155, 177 
Wallamet University, Lands to, from Mis- 

Sionary ,Soclety.. ....-c.cce es cane c 15, 156, 385 
Webber, G., Delegate to Canada Conference 257 
Wesleyan Cont’ 8, Addresses of, 40,41, 149, 291, 302 
— Reply to... .191, 210, 214, 282, 257, 293, 804 
— Delegates fiom ht Ursrite. Sess , 149 
—— Delegates to.......... 148, 168, 191, O57, 264 
— M. E Church in Canada. Fraternization 

With thes: 25... ih). <a dane cian. coe gee 99 


West'rn Christian Advocate, Editor of elected 183 
Western Iowa Conference: .:... 6, 18, 55, 67, 165 
West Virginia Conf. 6, 18.56, 68, 96, 101, 165, 224 
West Wisconsin, 6, 18, 67, 71, 82, 102, 118, 136, 165, 
194, 204 
Whedon, D. D., elected Editor Quar. Rev.. ag 
White, L. D. , exctised elalel sie wists temo 
Wilbur, J. H. elliness/ OFS 35-87. «seiatsecete oF 
Wiley, I. W., elected Editor Ladies’ Repos. 188 
Williams, J. L., Aippealionys utes. sete. 82 
Wilmot, Wm., Appeal of.. .47, 156, 268, 885, 386 
Wisconsin Conf..6 18, 67, 82, 96, 102, 122, 136, 224 
Wise, D.,elected Editor 8.8, Books and Papers 181 
B= -FONCUSEN « 10,6 ais «i ts:0 ws + syeaueeuen demas 149 
Wyoming Conf. 6, 18, 67, "82, 96, 102, 122; 186, 224 


Supexnumerary Relation,........ aaa eNee 64, 283 Zion's Herald, Editor of................196, 862 


ADDENDUM. 





Letrers from the General Conference of 1860 to Methodist 
Churches abroad. 

For the authority to insert them here, see Journal of 1864, 
page 74. 


1.—See Journal of 1860, pages 298, 299. 
ADDRESS TO THE BRITISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


Tar GryeraL ConrereNnce or THE Mernopisr EpiscoraL 
Cuurcu in THe Unirep Srares tro THE WESLEYAN Mzrnop- 
ist CONFERENCE OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


Rev. anp Dear Farners anp Breraren,— Your fraternal 
address from Liverpool, dated August 5, 1857, has been received 
and read, and was listened to with unfeigned pleasure. We rejoice 
to learn, as well as from the address itself as from our representa- 
tives to your bedy, of the increasing prosperity and success which 
attend your efforts in the great work of evangelizing the world. 
Whatever relates to your success in this work cannot be a matter 
of indifference to us, but is on the contrary cause of sincere joy 
and thankfulness to the great Head of the Church. We have long 
watched with the liveliest interest the success of your wise and 
systematic plans for promoting the great interests of the Church; 
and although we are constrained to confess that we are still far 
behind you in some of the most important of them, yet is our 
rejoicing none the less sincere, nor will we cease to emulate your 
virtues, nor fail, we trust, to profit by the worthy example you 
Shave set before us. While we make this acknowledgment, as due 
to you our elder brethren, we rejoice to say there are cheering 
indications throughout our vast connection which warrant us to 
hope and believe that the time is not far distant when we will not 
be behind our British brethren in any of the great enterprises of 
the Church with which we are connected. 

The very kind and cordial reception which our brethren Bishop 
Simpson and Dr. M’Clintock met from your Conference, as well as 
everywhere in their travels in your bounds, is gratefully remem- 
‘bered by us, and we earnestly hope that these fraternal inter- 
changes may not only continue, but tend to strengthen still more 


502 Address to the British Wesleyan Conference. 


and more the bond which unites those two bodies of the great 
Wesleyan Methodist family. With gratitude to God we mention 
the fact, that the health of Bishop Simpson, which was most seri-. 
ously impaired in his tour through the East, after his visit to your’ 
Conference, has been permanently restored. For a considerable 
time his life was almost despaired of, but the prayers of many 
thousands ascended daily in his behalf, and it pleased God, in 
answer to.prayer, as we believe, to raise him up and grant him a 
longer stay with the Church of which he is so distinguished an 
ornament. 

Since our last General Conference our venerable senior bishop, 
Rev. Beverly Waugh, D. D., has passed to his reward. He died 
at his residence in the city of Baltimore on the 9th day of Febru- 
ary, 1858, in the full possession of the peace which passes under- 
standing, and the joyful hope of a glorious resurrection and a bliss- 
ful immortality in heaven. Twelve of our brethren who were 
members of that General Conference have also passed on to the 
reward of the faithful. These were all able and faithful men, some 
of them distinguished for their learning and talents; such men as 
it seemed to us the Church could not well spare. But we rejoice 
to know that although in the providence of God the workmen die, 
yet the work still goes on. 

The past four years have been attended with signal success. 
Our net increase in that time amounts to 174,914 members and 
probationers, and 1,469 itinerant preachers. The number of our 
Sunday-schools too has greatly increased, and they are extending 
their healthful influence in every direction throughout our bounds. 

In the minutes of last year (1859) there are reported 11,755 
schools, 139,299 officers and teachers, and 732,592 scholars. We 
know of nothing which furnishes a more cheering indication of the . 
progress of the cause of God, and of the near approach of that 
millennial period when “all shall know the Lord, from the least 
even to the greatest.” The missionary cause is exciting more and 
more interest among our people, who, by their constantly increas- 
ing liberality in contributing to promote its ends, are furnishing 
the most pleasing evidence of more glorious results in the future. 
The cause of education, we are happy to say, is still steadily 
advancing among us. We have over 100 colleges and seminaries, 
which are attended by over 16,000 pupils, and embrace a property 
estimated at over $3,000,000. In short, in every department of 
our Church God is giving us success far beyond our deserts; and 
while we record this success and greatly rejoice in it, we would 
put far from us the spirit of boasting, and humbly and devoutly 
say, ‘Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth’s sake.” . 

In conclusion, dear fathers and brethren, permit us to renew 
the assurances of our fraternal and Christian regards, our best 
wishes for your temporal and spiritual welfare personally, and your 
continued success in every good work. 

Finally, brethren, farewell. May the peace of God which pass: 
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eth understanding dwell richly in your hearts, and the God of our | 
fathers, who alone is able, keep you by his power, and “ present 
you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” 


Il.—See Journal of 1860, page 299. 
ADDRESS TO THE IRISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


To tae Irish WESLEYAN CONFERENCE: 


Ruverenp Farners AND Breruren: We were refreshed by 
the loving spirit and cheering intelligence of your fraternal letter, 
as well as by the presence and communications of our brother, 
your delegate, Rev. Robinson Scott. In return we greet you as 
brethren beloved, Methodists, and fellow-laborers in the kingdom 
and patience of Jesus Christ. 

We rejoice in the same views which you express of the oneness 
in doctrine, discipline, and experience of Methodism everywhere, 
and would emulate the unabated energy with which, through its 
agencies, you are resolved to publish “the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus.” We trust that your hearts have been made glad 
and your hands strong by the marvelous work of God with which 
your island has been visited; and we pray that the divine leaven 
may continue its work of gracious assimilation among you until 
the whole is leavened. May your general missionaries, sent into 
the dark and waste places of Ireland, be endued with the same 
spirit of love and power which shone resplendent in your own 
Ouseley, and may their labors be as successful as his in the redemp- 
tion of the people. 
~ Qur contributions to the cause for which you toil fell far below 
the obligations of American Methodism to Ireland, below the desire 
of our hearts, and were much less than they would have been but 
for the fearful financial revulsion which in the midst of our effort 
swept over our country. But we are glad to learn that the effi- 
ciency of your labors has been promoted by what we were enabled 
to contribute, and we hope that this will yet be materially increased. 
Brother Scott shall have our co-operation in the attainment of this 
result. 

By the mercy of God we are permitted to say to you, with 
humility and gratitude, that the quadrennial now closing has been 
one of great prosper:ty to our Church. Your warm attachment to 
us may give interest to the following statements and statistics: 

Our educational interests, Seminaries, Colleges, and Biblical 
Institutes, have had a healthy enlargement. We have about one 
hundred colleges and seminaries, sustained by a patronage of over 
16,000 pupils, and an estimated property of over $3,000,000. We 
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have also two Biblical Institutes, valued in real estate and endow- 
ment at $270,000. The Church is sensibly feeling the salutary 
effects of our growing literary institutions. Our Book Concerns, 
located at New York and Cincinnati, have largely increased the 
- Sales of our books and the circulation of our periodicals, The 
increase in our church property, such as church edifices and par- 
sonages, is unprecedented in our history. 

\. The number of missionaries and helpers in our foreign work has 
gone up from fifty-four to one hundred and twenty; and the num- 
ber of conyerts from 2,126 to 3,565. In the Home Mission work 
the number of ministers has increased from 222 to 305, and the 
number of members connected with these missions from 15,631 
to 22,033. The contributions of our people to this cause have 
increased in a corresponding ratio. In our Minutes for 1859 we 
find that we have under our care 11,755 Sunday-schools, number- 
ing 139,299 officers and teachers, and 732,592 scholars. This is an 
increase in four years of 1,286 schools, 26,140 officers and teachers, 
and 153,466 scholars. : 

The membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church within the 
same period has increased 174,914; and the itinerant ministry, 
numbering at our last session 5,408, now numbers 6,877, 

These facts fill us with gratitude to the great Head of the 
Church, but we contemplate them with trembling, as we are 
reminded that proportionate and awful responsibility is upon those 
to whom is committed such a trust. Pray for us, that our fidelity 
may keep step with the increased facilities for doing good which 
are committed to us. The thousands of your’ children that are 
coming over to us from year to year have not been nor shall they 
be neglected by us: we will take them to our hearts; we will 
enfranchise them with citizenship in our great republic, and the 
shall find themselves invested with the agencies of Methodism. 
They may return no more to their Fatherland, yet here as in Ire- 
land they shall be taught and trained for a heavenly home. 

We thank you for the kind Irish welcome which you gave to 
our brethren and representatives, Bishop Simpson and Dr. M’Clin-. 
tock; and.it gives us joy if they knit us together more closely, and 
contributed to the advancement of your interests. 
aan now, dear brethren, farewell! May God bless you abund- 
antly. 
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U1.—See Journal of 1860, page 299. 
ADDRESS TO THE FRENCH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


Tar Bisnors anp MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 
gur Mernopisr Episcopan Cuurcn or Tar UNITED SraTEs 
To THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE PasTORS OF THE WEs- 
Levan Mernopist Cuurcu oF France anpD SWITZERLAND. 


Dearty Betovep Brernren,—Your letter of fraternal greet- . 
ing, conveying to us assurance of your continued Christian regards, 
and making known to us your state, has been received and read by 
us with deep and lively interest. Whatever concerns our brethren 
in other lands cannot be matter of indifference to us. We sor- 
row and rejoice with them. Our hearts and theirs beat from 
similar impulses. We are united to them by the strong bands of 
sympathy and Christian love; by the tender and inspiring recollec- 
tions of a common history, and in labors and sacrifices to maintain 
and propagate the faith delivered to us from our fathers, and fulfill 
our mission to “spread scriptural holiness over all lands.” But 
while we thus heartily sympathize with members of the great 
Wesleyan family wherever found, we recognize in the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of our brethren in France reasons for feeling unusual 
interest in their welfare. 7 

We were deeply afflicted by the intelligence of the death of our 
much esteemed and highly respected brother in Christ, the Rev. 
Dr. Cook, the honored instrument in first planting the standard of 
Methodism on the soil of France. His character and labors were 
so truly apostolical and so eminently useful and important in their 
results that in his death not only Methodism but vital Christianity 
has suffered a severe bereavement. We feel tenderly and deeply 
for our brethren under their bereavement and the increased respon- 
sibilities and labors occasioned thereby. Truly, “ye have not 
many fathers.” French Methodism can have but one Cook, as 
American Methodism can have but one Asbury. But, blessed be 
God! there may be many sons inheriting the spirit of the fathers— 
their self-sacrificing devotion to the cause of Christ. We pray that 
the Head of the Church, even the God of all consolation and grace, 
may grant you, dear brethren, every needful blessing in your try- 
ing circumstances, enabling you to prosecute with increased suc- 
- gess the important work now more fully committed to your hands. 
And this will he do. While the veteran fathers are falling from 
the walls of Zion, their sons, animated by their spirit and example, 
and enlightened by their wise counsels, will rise up and fill their 
places, to continue the glorious conflict and witness the triumphs 
of truth. : 

We rejoice to learn from your letter that the work of God still 
prospers among you. Our hearts were gladdened by the refresh- 
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ing representations which you gave us of the fruits of the Gospel 
among you, as seen in the spiritual and consistent piety of the 
members of your churches. Truly “the best of all is, God is with 
us,” It is cause of mutual gratulation and thanksgiving to God 
that Methodism in all its branches, mighty as it has become in 
numbers and influence, and dispersed over the four quarters of the 
globe, still preserves its original character. Our people generally 
live and die well, witnesses to the glorious power of the Gospel to 
save from sin and the fear of death. 

It gives us great joy, dear brethren, to learn that the Gospel 
thus preached and exemplified among you is extending an influ- 
‘ence already revealed in most important results upon the two great 
Protestant national denominations of France. God is thus raising 
up not only helpers of your joy, but those who shall co-operate 
with you as efficient laborers in spreading a pure Gospel among 
the millions of their countrymen. It is a great and special honor 
which God has conferred on the Methodist Church in France to be 
instrumental in the revival of spiritual Christianity among the 
children of the Huguenots. The blood of the martyrs is thus 
becoming the seed of the Church. The descendants of those brave 
and devoted men, whose blood, shed by papal tyranny, is every- 
where mingled with French soil, are yet to be marshaled with the 
embattled hosts by whom that soil is to be spiritually conquered 
and redeemed to God. What Wesleyanism has done for the 
Established Church of England, French Methodism is doing for 
the old Huguenotic Churches of France. i 

We thank God, beloved brethren, on your behalf that you have 
been so wonderfully sustained and comforted under your many 
severe local adversities and embarrassments, and for the intima-. 
tions you have given us of the dawning of a brighter period in 
your history. May the light of your growing prosperity shine 
more and more. The Lord Jehovah, who has been your strength 
and refuge, may he ever continue with you “a very present help 
in trouble.” The hearts of princes are in his hands; let us pray 
that he may inspire them with that wisdom which is profitable to 
direct, and that charity that rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the truth; that they may be led to adopt such counsels and 
measures as shall tend to promote the glory of God and the wel- 
fare of his people ; to secure to all the sacred rights of conscience, 
and open up channels through which the water of life may flow 
free and unobstructed over every part of their dominions. 

Be assured we fully appreciate the importance of your position 
and of the work in which you are engaged. And we heartily 
respond to your appeal for our sympathies and prayers; nor, when 
in our power, shall we less cordially extend to you a helping hand 
by other more direct means. After sustaining our own large and. 
constantly growing missionary field, it would afford us great pleas: 
ure to aid your work by such an appropriation as the state of our 
missionary treasury would allow. But as all our missionary funds 
are placed under the control of a Board of Managers at New York, 
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we respectfully refer you to them as the legitimate body to whom 
your application for assistance should be made. 

In regard to our own affairs you will expect us to say some- 
thing. With much cause for humiliation and shamefacedness, we 
have also great reason for gratitude and thanksgiving to the Head 
of the Church. During the four years now closed since our last 
session our Church has been steadily, and it would be safe to say 
rapidly, advancing in all her great interests. The spirit of revival 
has pervaded our societies and congregations generally, and large 
additions have been made to our numbers. Nearly one hundred 
and eighty thousand, during that period redeemed and renewed 
by the blood and Spirit of Christ, have been added to our Israel: 
a mighty clond of witnesses for the truth. The increase in our 
ministerial ranks, both local and traveling, has been fully propor- 
tionate to the increase of members.’ 

The reports from our mission fields, domestic and foreign, afford 
cheering evidence that God is with the Church in these efforts to 
carry the Gospel to the destitute and perishing. ,The solitary 
places have been made glad by the presence of the-messengers of 
salvation. Hundreds, and even thousands, who in the past four 
years have landed on our shores from foreign countries in search 
of more congenial homes in this new world, have found, in listen- 
ing to the missionary of the cross, what is far more valuable than 
the object of their search, These straying ones, thus strangely 
sought and found by the great Shepherd and brought into the fold, 
now gladly hear and obey his voice. They are generally humble, 
devoted, and spiritual Christians. And they manifest great love 
for the souls of their countrymen, desiring above all things that 
they might be saved. They promise much to the Church in her 
future missionary operations, as they speak many languages and 
are connected with numerous populations of the old world. 
Already numbers of this class are employed in our foreign mis- 
sions. 

Of our domestic missions in foreign languages the mission to 
our German population is far the most important and promising. 
The head of this mission is our beloved Dr. Nast, whom we look 
upon as the apostle to his countrymen in America, This mission 
now comprehends more than twenty thousand members and pro- 
bationers, three hundred and fifty preachers, traveling and local, | 
with three hundred churches, valued at nearly half a million of our 
money. 

The reports of our foreign missions have been such as not only 
to sustain the faith of the Church, but to justify and encourage 
increased liberality and zeal in this department of our work. Our 
forces abroad have recently in several fields been much strength- 
ened by additional laborers sent out by the Board, and its expendi- 
tures thereby largely increased. 

Our publishing and educational institutions are in a highly satis- 
factory state. In the history of these institutions, their growth 
and establishment amid reverses and embarrassments, their able 
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_-and prudent management, through the appointed agencies of the 

Church, and their signal success, we have much ‘cause of thankful- 
ness to our heavenly Father. In wielding these great instrument- 
alities of moral power, our denomination is at present behind no 
other in this free and happy land. Their influence is seen and felt 
in a marked degree on the character of our ministry. A large 
portion of the young men now entering our traveling body have 
enjoyed the advantages of full collegiate instruction, and many of 
them in addition have passed through our. theological schools. 
The body of the ministry is thus fast rising in learning and intelli- 
gence, greatly extending the sphere of their influence and useful- 
ness, and placing at the disposal of the Church men amply qualified 
for any position which the demands of the work may require. 

In conclusion, dear brethren, we would repeat our assurances of 
fraternal regard and Christian love to you personally, and to all 
associated with you in the kingdom and patience of Jesus. We 
shall never cease to pray for your welfare and feel a lively interest 
in the success of your labors. 


IV.—See Journal of 1860, page 299. 


ADDRESS TO THE WESLEYAN CONFERENCE OF 
CANADA. 


Tur GeneRAL CONFERENCE OF THE Merrnopisr Episcopan 
CHURCH IN THE UnitTED Srares To THE WESLEYAN Meruopisr 
CoNFERENCE IN CANADA. 


Dear Fatruers AnD BRETHREN,—We greet you as brethren in 
the Lord. Your Christian and fraternal letter was received by us 
with much joy and satisfaction, and we join in giving thanks to 
our common Lord and Master who made us one in him at the first, 
and has preserved us hitherto in the unity of the same faith and 
fellowship. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings, and has 
made manifest the savor of his grace through us. 

It gives us unfeigned pleasure to remember that through the link 
supplied by our earlier history an indissoluble bond of union is 
formed between the Wesleyans of Canada and the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, and it is our ardent wish that 
this ancestral bond may never be weakened. It appeared provi- 
dential that we should be ecclesiastically separate, but. this offers 
no bar or impediment to the spiritual union of those whom God 
‘hath so significantly joined together. There live among us still 
men who first brought Methodism from the States into Canada, 
and who, having received their appointment from Bishop Asbury, 
traveled from New York City to the Canada lines on horseback to 
reach their circuit. These few honored fathers still feel paternal 
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yearnings for that portion of the family resident: within the impe- 
rial dominion, while the younger brethren early learn to sympa 
thize in the same feelings. . . 

We have learned with heartfelt gratitude to God of your pros- 
perity, and your delegates, the Rey. Dr. Stinson and Rev. Asahel 
Hurlburt, who were welcomed by us, gave us interesting accounts 
of your state, and that the good hand of the Lord was with you 
for good, May the Lord still go before you, and the God of 
Jacob be your rereward, and may he make you a thousand times so 
numerous and mighty as ye are, and fulfill.in you all. the good 
pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power. We 
shall always be glad to hear from you, and to receive your mes- 
sengers, as we were glad to receive those honored brethren who 
have visited us during our present session. 

Of our own state, our delegates whom we have appointed to 
bear this message will more fully inform you. The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad, yet our work seems 
but just begun. We have now a membership, including proba- 
tioners, of 974,345, served by 6,877 itinerant ministers. We have 
9,305 church edifices, estimated to be worth $13,822,640. In our 
educational work we have 103 colleges and seminaries, containing 
above 21,616 students, and of an estimated property value of over 
$4,000,000. Our Sunday-schools number 732,592 scholars, cared 
for by 139,299 laborers in that department. We have a copious 
and well-supervised Sunday-school literature in books, periodicals, 
and tracts and requisites ; our Sunday-school book catalogue alone 
numbering over 1,100 different volumes, while our Sunday-School 
Advocate has a circulation of 200,000. Our Book Concern in New 
York and Cincinnati operates upon a capital of nearly $800,000. 

Our periodicals are quite numerous and widely circulated. We 
have missions in Africa, China, India, Bulgaria, and Northern Ku- 
rope numbering 305 ministers and 22,033 members, besides the 
important work among foreign immigrants within our own borders. 

These are but general facts indicating the compass and, magni- 
tude and varied range of our great and glorious system of evan- 
gelism. We should also state that we have two Biblical Institu- 
tions in successful operation, one with an estimated property of 
$250,000, and the other with over $30,000. 

We speak not these things with vainglory, but to suggest the 
instrumentalities, the enterprises, and we may add with solemn 
emphasis, the responsibilities of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States. In all this great trust 1t is our greatest 
desire, as stewards, to be found faithful. Our country has: had a 
brief, but wonderful history, and Methodism suits the genius of 
our government and our people well, because it adapts itself to 
human nature and the real wants of society, and has a practical 
hand for all labor. We glory in it, and in the mighty achievements 
which have'been wrought through it by the power of God. In all 
outward prosperity we are striving to hold to the old landmarks, 

‘as set. up by the holy apostles and by our Methodistic ancestors. 
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And now, brethren, farewell. We commend you to God and 
to the word of his grace. We exhort you, brethren, “stand fast, 
and hold the traditions which ye have been taught” by the holy 
servants of God, and to preserve alive that system of doctrine and 
policy which bears our common name, And after having faithfully 
served our generation and fulfilled the will of God on earth, may 
we meet as fellow-laborers in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ to receive our common reward in the glorious kingdom of 
our one Lord and Saviour, to whom be glory and dominion world 
without end. Amen. 


V.—See Journal of 1860, page 299. 


ADDRESS TO THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN CANADA. 


THe Bisuops anp Merempers oF THE Mernopisr EpiscoPaL 
CaurcH In THE Unirep Sratrs tro THE BisHors anp Mxm- 
BERS OF THE Meruopist EpiscopaL Cuurcu in Canapa. 


BrtoveD Breraren,—We have received and read with much 
satisfaction your kind and fraternal letter, and have heard with 
deep interest the addresses of Bishop Richardson and Rev. Thomas 
Webster, your representatives. In return we send you our Chris- 
tian and brotherly salutations. With all evangelical Christians, 
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, we desire to be on 
terms of friendly and brotherly intercourse. ‘‘ We be all brethren.” 
And we greatly rejoice in the growing disposition manifested by 
Christians of different orders for more intimate union. “ Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” But, as a branch of our common Methodism, we feel a 
greatly increased interest in your welfare. We earnestly sympa- 
thize with you in all your counsels and labors. Similar in ecclesi- 
astical organization, one in doctrine and spirit, purpose and aim, 
our interests are one ; and geographical lines, national distinctions, 
and local circumstances should not, we believe, separate us in feel- 
ing. Our parish is the world; our mission, the elevation of fallen 
humanity. Wherever men are found needing the redeeming mercy 
and pardoning and renewing grace of the Gospel, there is the 
sphere of our duties, our common and appropriate work, in which 
our hearts and heads and hands should be found, as far as possible, 
in united co-operation. We shall always rejoice, dear brethren, 
in your success and prosperity, believing that in your triumphs we 
witness the triumph of those Christian doctrines and principles 
which we are laboring to propagate and establish. 

As a branch of our common household of faith, we have great 


Address to the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada. 511 


reason for thankfulness and encouragement in the success that has 
attended us. At no period of our denominational existence have 
our means of usefulness been so great as at present, and never 
before has there been a stronger or more persistent purpose, in 
both the ministry and laity, to use these means for the glory of 
God and the good of souls. 

Our colleges and seminaries of learning, while providing amply 
for the intellectual wants of our children and youth, have, through 
the divine blessing and the influence of pious teachers, proved also, 
nurseries of piety. They have been the spiritual birthplace of 
thousands of precious souls, who have thus been brought into the 
Church in the morning of life. 

Auxiliary to these agencies, and not less powerful for good, is 
our system of Sabbath-school instruction. This has received the 
earnest attention and labors of many of the best minds in our 
Church. And to these more than eleven thousand nursery-schools 
of Christ, with their hundred and fifty thousand teachers and mill- 
ion of pupils thus trained up in the way they should go, we look 
as the future hope of the Church, as the most promising source of 
her ever-increasing numbers and strength. 

Our church literature is becoming such as to awaken our grati- 
tude and honest pride. We have a literature properly our own, 
imbued with the spirit of Christ, and breathing the pure and genial 
sentiments of Wesleyan theology, embracing almost every depart- 
ment of useful knowledge, and addressed to every condition and 
relation in life. Our great denominational presses, multiplying this 
literature by tens of thousands of volumes annually, are exerting 
an influence for good which eternity only can reveal. 

Though having recently divided the capital stock of our Book 
Concern with our Southern brethren, it already approaches to the 
large sum of a million of dollars, which, with God’s blessing con- 
tinued, it will soon exceed. In the remarkable prosperity attend- 
ing this great interest of the Church we have cause of devout 
thankfulness to God. 

In our missionary field we have also greatly prospered. Our 
foreign missions—-in Africa, China, India, Bulgaria, and. northern 
Europe, employing a hundred and twenty laborers of different 
classes—give promise of a glorious and not distant harvest. Similar 
prosperity has attended our domestic missions. And the mission- 
ary spirit, we think, is increasing among our people. Our beloved 
brother, the Rev. Dr. Durbin, as Corresponding Secretary of our 
Missionary Board, is head of this department of our work, and to 
his wise counsels and untiring and efficient labors it is greatly 
indebted for its constant and rapid growth and development. 

Our membership, including probationers, has reached at this time 
more than 974,000, with 6,077 ministers. Considering that it is but 
a few years since our denomination was divided, leaving us with 
but slightly more than half our former numbers, and that, previous 
to this division, there had been two other secessions from the body, 
may we not well exclaim, ‘“‘ What hath God wrought!” We have 
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' cheering evidence that there is still-vitality in the parent stock. 
Our members and ministers, we have reason to believe, are as 
deeply imbued with the spirit of Christ as at any former period of 
our history. Though not exposed to the same temptations and 
trials as were our noble and venerated fathers, they are not with- 
out trials, perhaps equally dangerous to Christian virtue. And 
when we consider how few have disgraced the Church by flagrant 
departures from Christian character and life, we are encouraged to ~ 
hope that the purity and spirituality which characterized Method- 
ism in the beginning has not yet departed from among us. 

In conclusion, we repeat assurances of Christian and brotherly 
regards, which each one of us would be happy in bearing to you 
personally. May God’s presence and blessing ever be with you; 
may He multiply abundantly to you and to yours the blessings of 
the new and everlasting covenant, according to your necessities 
_ and the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. We remain, dear 
brethren, your fellow-laborers in the Gospel of our common Saviour. 
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